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TRIDENT. 


NAVAL TRANSACTIONS, 

IN THE YEAR, J806. 


Introductory Remarks— Description of Buenos Ayres — Lost of 
that Settlement— Capture of Maldonado— Kant Indies— rose 
of the Warren Hastings— Atrocious conduct of Lieutenant 
Moreau— Other occurrences in the Indian Seas— West Indies— 
Capture of the Pomona— Boats of the Alexandria— Hurricane 
at Dominica — Mediterranean— Boats of the Malpomene— 
Minor actjons. 


THE preceding volume closed with an account of (he 
important capture of Buenos Ayres, by Sir Home Pop- 
ham and General Beresford, on the second of July, 1 806 . 
No sooner was the agreeable intelligence of this event 
fully understood in England, than a number of ships 
were freighted for South America, the seat of our new 
conquest. It was (he opinion of the best informed 
men, that nothing more would be requisite to insure the 
most extensive benefits from the acquisition which had 
been made, than to facilitate an intercourse between this 
country and South America* The Spanish government 
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was so impolitic in its regulations, that the industry of 
the people had been totally discouraged, and one of the 
finest regions in the world deprived of its natural ad- 
vantages. The removal of those restraints, and the pro- 
tection of a just administration, would, it was thought, 
at once secure the prosperity of the governed, and com- 
mand their gratitude. Wise and conciliatory measures* 
to gain the esteem and confidence of the people, would 
render them faithful^ subjects ; and, in proportion as 
they might flourish under British protection, they would 
become unwilling to return to their former yoke. I 
was also believed, that the principles on which our 
commercial intercourse with the South American Colo- 
nies was to be carried on, would speedily be settled, 
and no doubt was entertained, that ihey would be fa- 
vourable to the true interests of this country, at the 
same time that they would be calculated for the wants 
and interests of the conquered. 

The importance, however, of Sir Home Popham’s 
capture, will be better appreciated from the following 
brief account of the province of La Plata, extracted from 
the excellent u Account %f the European Settlements in 
America , w published some years ago 

u The country of Paraguay, or La Plata, shuts up the 
eastern side of a considerable part of Chili and Peru ; 
whence extending over a tract of country above a thou- 
sand miles hroad, it bounds Brazil upon tbe west, and 
upon the south butts upon the Atlantic Ocean ; ‘ being 
1500 miles at least, in length, from the mouth of the 
great river Plata to its northern boundary, the country 
of the Amazons. This vast territory is far from being 
wholly subdued, or planted by the Spaniards : there are 
many parts in a great degree unknown to them, or to 
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any other people of Europe. In general, this great 
counlry is fertile : (he pastures particularly are so rich, 
that they are covered with innumerable herds ol black 
cattle, horses, and mules, in which hardly any body 
thinks it worth his while to claim a prpperty. 

" This country, besides an infinite number of smaller 
rivers, is watered by three principal ones, which unite 
near the sea, to form the famous Rio de la Plata. v 1 he 
first is Paraguay, from whence the country is denomi- 
nated : this forms the main channel ; it has its origin 
from a great lake in the, centre of South America, called 
the lake of Ferajes, and runs in a course nearly north 
and south. Parana, which rises amongst the mountains 
on the frontiers of Brazil and Paraguay. 

The principal province which concerns us in this 
vast tract, is that which is called Rio de la Plata. This 
province, with all the adjacent parts, is one continued 
level, interrupted by not the least hill for several hundred 
miles, every way ; extremely fertile in roost things, but, 
contrary to the general nature of America, destitute of 
woods: this want they endeavour to supply, by planta- 
tions of every kind of fruit trees ; all which thrive here 
to admiration. The air is remarkably sweet t^nd serene, 
and the water of the great rivers are equally fine and 
wholesome : they annually overflow their banks, and, 
on their recess, leave them enriched with a slime, which 
produces the greatest plenty of whatever is committed 
to it. 

The principal town is Buenos Ayres, on the south 
side of the river; it was so called, upon account of the 
excellence of the air, This town is the only place of 
traffic to the southward of Brazil > yet its trade, consi- 
' dering the rich and extensive country to which it is the 
a 3 
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avenue, is very inconsiderable. No regular fleet comes 
here, as to the other parts of Spanif h America ; two, or 
at most three, register ships, make the whole of their re- 
gular intercourse with Europe. Their returns are very 
valuable, consisting chiefly of gold* silver, sugar, 
and hides. I cannot learn that they have opened any 
considerable mines in this province ; but it is probable 
there are rich ones in the provinces which lie to tfce 
eastward of the Andes: besides, it is certain that a good 
deal of gold is returned from Chili, for the mules, cattle, 
and tea, which are sent thither; and that silver from the 
province of Los Charcas, in Peru, is sent upon the same 
account, for the most part by land carriage. There is, 
besides, a tolerable water carriage; for a large river,, 
called Pilcomago, rises not far from the mines of Potosj, 
which winding amongst the openings of the Cordilliras, 
discharges itself at last into the Paraguay ; and this river 
is navigable to the very source, allowing for the inter- 
ruption of some falls; which is the case of the river Plata 
itself. By this way it is, I judge, that a great qnantity 
of silver comes to Buenos Ayres. Indeed it is in great 
plenty in that province ; and those who have now and 
then carried on a contraband trade to this country, have 
found it far more advantageous than any other whatso- 
ever. The benefit of this contraband is now wholly in 
the hands of the Portuguese, who keep magazines for 
that purpose in the adjacent parts of Brasil.” 

Sir Home Popham, as soon as he had found himself in 
complete possession of Buenos Ayres, wrote back to the 
Cape of Good Hope, in the most urgent .terms, for a 
naval reinforcement ; which, had it been sent in time, 
would, there is scarcely a doubt, not only have prevent- 
ed the recapture of the settlement, but have put Monte 
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Video also completely in our power. Owing to die non* 
arrival of reinforcements, however, Buenos Ayres was 
unfortunately wrested from us, on the 12th of August fol- 
lowing, even before the intelligence of its capture had 
reached England. 

Pueridon, one of the municipality of Buenos Ayres, 
as we learn 'from* the official dispatches of Sir Home 
Popham, was the greatest organ of the revolution# 
which restored the colony to the possession of the 
Spaniards. From the first, he applied himself with great 
art and address in preparing the people for a general in* 
surreclion. The arms in the town were secreted, ready 
for the moment of action, the discontented assembled 
every night, and attended to his instructions, and be 
raised all the rabble of the country by the ample supplies 
of money with ^hich he was furnished on the north side 
of the river. Colonel Liniers, a French officer in the 
Spanish service, and on his parole, successfully employed 
himself in collecting people at Colonia. Terror was 
established, and every person who refused to contribute 
his assistance to this conspiracy was threatened with 
immediate death. So rapid was the progress of the 
revolution, when it first shewed itself, that it was not 
(ili the 3 1 st of July that Sir Home Popham learnt, by a 
dispatch from the General, which reached him at En- 
senada, on his return from Monte Video, that he was ap- 
prehensive, from the information he received, an insur- 
rection would shortly be made. Sir Home Popham 
heard at the same time, from Captain Thomson, that 
seventeen of the enemy’s vessels had just arrived at Co- 
lonio; and it was reported that force was still to be in- 
creased from Monte Video, he sent orders for the Dio- 
mede to be brought to Ensenada, and for Captain King 
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of the Diadem to come up with the few remainkig ma- 
rines, the two companies of blues, and as many other 
men as could in any degree be spared from the ships, for 
the purpose of arming some vessels to attack the enemy 
at Colonia, as it was impossible to prevent his crossing 
from the north shore whenever the wind was fair. On 
the first of August, in the afternoon, the Leda anchored 
off Buenos Ayres, about twelve miles distant, and on 
Sir Home Popham’s landing on the 2nd, which he did 
as soon as the weather would admit of a boat getting on 
shore, he found that General Beresford had just made a 
very successful attack on about fifteen hundred Spaniards 
under Pueridon, five leagues from the town, with five 
hundred men, in which he took all the enemy’s cannon 
and several prisoners. Qn the 3d Sir Home Popham 
attempted to return to the Leda, in the Encounter, 
which Captain Honyman brought within a few miles of 
the shore forjhat purpose, as it blew very strong ; but 
the wind freshened so considerably from the eastward, 
that he could not get to windward. On the 4th, in the 
morning, it was very thick weather, and the gale in* 
creased so much that it was impossible to weigh. About 
noon Captain King arrived in a galivat, with one hun- 
dred and fifty men from the Diadem, for the purpose 
of arming and commanding the few small vessels which 
had been collected in the harbour; but he was not able 
to get there till the following day. On the 5th, in the 
morning, it moderated, and Sir Home Popham reached 
the Leda, when he, received a report from Captain 
Thomson, that in the gale of the preceding day the ene- 
my had crossed from Colonia totally unobserved by any 
of our ships, except the schooner under the command, 
of Lieut. Herrick, wbo was l)ing in the narrow gut 
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leading to Conchas and St. Isidro, but the easterly wind 
had thrown so much water in the river, that the enemy 
were enabled to cross over any part of the Pat mas bank 
without the necessity of making a greater detour by go* 
ing higher up the river. On the 6th and 7th it blew 
a hurricane; the Leda was lying in four fathoms, with 
two anchors down, and her yards and topmasts struck. 
On the 8th Sir Home Popharn heard from Captain King 
that five of our gun -boats had foundered at their an- 
chors ; that the Walker had lost her rudder, and that the 
launches and large cutters of the Diadem and Leda 
were lost. The torrents of rain which fell during the 
6th, 7th, and 8th, had rendered the roads totally im* 
practicable for any thing but cavalry, and consequently 
General Beresford was most seriously disappointed in 
his determination to attack the enemy at a distance from 
the town $ in which, had it taken place, no doubt was 
entertained that his array would have added another 
trait of its invincible spirit under his dispositions.— The 
enemy, however, by his inexhaustible supply of horses, 
suffered little inconvenience from the state of the roads, 
and he was therefore enabled to approach the town 
by several directions, without giving the British army 
any opportunity to attack him. On the 10th, in the 
evening, the castle was summoned, and on the follow- 
ing day Sir Home Popham landed, while our remaining 
vessels were firing on the Spanish posts, and he learnt 
that, exclusive of the Spanish army, which was divided 
into many columns, occupying the various avenues of 
the town, the inhabitantiwwere all armed, and sheltered 
on the tops of the houses and churches, with a design of 
carrying on a war of ambush. Under these circum- 
stances, and the manifest disposition of the enemy te 
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prevent an engagement, it was determined to embark 
the wounded that night, and cross the Rio Chello, for 
the purpose of moving towards Ensenada ; but this 
measure was in a great degree frustrated by the weather, 
which became very violent during the night, and conse- 
quently retarded the progress of embarkation, though 
the enemy added a considerable number of men to the 
houses and churches near the castle, and advanced by 
all the streets not under the influence of its fire; in 
short, his object was to avoid by every means a general 
action, and to place his men in &uch a situation that they 
could fire at our troops while they remained in perfect 
security themselves. On the 12th, at day-light,a smart 
fire began from the enemy’s advanced posts, but was 
soon returned with great effect from our artillery, which 
was planted towards the principal street^leading to the 
Great Square, and for a short time the enemy by hi* 
immense numbers shewed a greater degree of firmness 
than on any other occasion, and pushed forward with 
three pieces of artillery, which Col. Pack, of the 71st, 
soon charged and took from him. During this time, 
however, reinforcements crowded the tops of all tho 
houses commanding the Great Square from the back 
streets, and our troops were soon considerably annoyed 
by people they could not get at. The enemy command- 
ed the castle in the same way, with the additional ad- 
vantage of a gun on the top of one of the churches, 
which was justly considered as an indelible stigma 
against the character of the bishop, not only from his si* 
luation, but from the professions which he had made. 
Disappointed in his last efforts to induce the enemy to a 
general engagement in the Great Square, General Beres- 
ford’s gallant little army was falling fast by shots from 
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invisible persons, and the only alternative which could 
present itself to save the useless effusion of so much va* 
luable blood was a flag of truce, which was hoisted at 
the castle about one o'clock. In an instant there Vvas 
near 10,000 men in the Gr6at Square, pressing forward 
in the most outrageous manner to get into the fort, and 
even firing at our men on the ramparts, so much so that 
it was with extreme difficulty the British troops were 
prevented revenging this insult ; indeed the General 
was obliged to fell the Spanish Officers, if their men did 
not retire in the course of one minute, he must, as the 
only measure of safety, haul down the flag of truce, 
and recommence hostilities, this firmness had the desired 
effect, and he then sent the following conditions to the 
Spanish General, and they were instantly acceded to 

(Co vy.) Fort Buenos Ayres, Aug . 12 , 1806. 

" The British General having no farther object for 
remaining in Buenos Ayres, and to avoid an unnecessary 
effusion of blood, as also the destruction of the property 
of the inhabitants of this city, consents to deliver up the 
fort of Buenos Ayres to the Commander of his Catholic 
Majesty’s forces, on the following conditions 

44 1st, The British troops to inarch out with all the 
honours of war * r ' to be considered as prisoners of war, 
but to be embarked ^s soon as possible on board the 
British transports now in the river, to be conveyed to 
England, or the station whence they came from. 

44 2d, The British on their entrance into this place 
made many Spanish prisoners of war, which cerriained 
on their parole, and as the number of officers is much 
greater on one side and of men on the other; it is agreed 
that the whold shall be exchanged for the whole, the 
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English' transport* returning to the place of their desti- 
nation as cartels, and to be guaranteed as such by the 
Spanish Government from capture on the voyage. 

u 3d, Provisions, &c. will be furnished for the pas* 
sage of the English troops, according to the usual custom 
in like cases. 

“ 4th, Such wounded of the British troops as cannot 
he removed on board of ships shall remain in the hospi- 
Uls at Buenos Ayres, either under charge of Spanish or 
British surgeons, at the option of the British General, 
and ahaJl be furnished with every thing necessary, and 
pn their recovery sent to Great Britain. 

“ 5th, The property of all English subjects in Buenos 
Ayres to be respected. 

" (Signed) W. C. Beresford. 

“ Santiago Considido Laniers.'* 

u Return of the killed, wounded, and missing of the troops 
under the command of Major-General Beresford, front 
the 10th to the IZth of August, i&O 6, at Buenos 
Ayres. 

u Royal Engineers— 1 Captain killed. 

“ Royal Artillery— 1 Captain, i Lieutenant wounded; 
3 rank and file killed, £ wounded. * 

** Sr. Helena Artillery— I serjeant wounded, 9 rank 
and hie killed, 13 wounded. m - , 
f* Driver— l rank and file wounded. 

<c Seuenty-fsrst Regiment— 1 Lieutenant killed; i 
Colonel, 1 Lieutenant, 2 Ensigns wounded ; 1* serjeant 
killed, 5 wounded, i missing, i drummer killed, $4 
rank and file killed, €7 wounded. 

** Royal Marines — I Captain and 1 serjeant woundr 
ed ; 4> rank and hie killed, 5 wounded, 8 missing. 
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€t St. Helena Regiment — 1 Lieutenant v\ou; •, , I. 
1 ?erjeant killed, 1 rank and.ffip killed, 4* vyouuUc 
1 missing.— General t^lal, J44-. 

“ N. B. Five men of (he 7 1st, 3 artillerymen, 1 royal 
marine, l St. Helena Regiment--- iOdeuu, since going 
to the hospital. 

“ Officers killed- -Captain -Rennet, Royal Engineers, 
Lieutenant W. Mitchell, 71st Regiment. 

u Officers wouaded— Captain Mackenzie, R. M. 
Lieutenant Sampson, St. Helena regiment. Captain 
Qgtloic, Royal Artillery. Lieutenant M‘ Donald, ditto. 
Lieutenant Colonel Pack# 7 1st regiment. Lieutenant 
Murray, ditto, Ensign Gaurel, ditto. Ensign Lucas, 
.ditto (since dead). 

“ (Signed) AMy. Forubs, B. Major.” 

“ Statement of Property captured at Buenos Ayres , but 
not removed ; and recaptured on the Itth of 


August. 

€t Dollars. 

" Goods of the Phillippine Company....*. 100,000 

f* Debts due to ditto 1,01 1,547 

f f A#9P Arob, B. Tobacco (at 6 dollars, sold for 1 4) 24,000 

“ 2PQ ^itto Parly ditto .. 19,000 

“ $0,000 Reams of Paper (2 dollars) 100,000 

“ Playing Cards.......... 50,000 

t€ 3000 Quintals of Quicksilver (40 dollars) 200,000 

“ 40,000 lbs. Spanish Snhff (2 dollars).’ 80,000 

“ 20,000ibs. Ffavanah ditto (2 dollars) 40,000 

" 37^500 lbs. Bark (l\ dollar) 56,250 


1,673,7^7 

u Vessels and Floating Property 1,500,000 


3,173,797 

VOL. VI. ■ 
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** Note *— .No valuation is made in this statement of 
the timber, treasure in the treasury, powder in the ma- 
gazine, and of armoury and ordnance stores.” 

The enemy confessed to have lost about 700 killed 
and wounded, in the short conflict in the streets; and 
if it had not been for the inhabitants, it was thought, 
that the Spanish troops would have been completely de- 
feated, although seven times the number of the British 
forces. It was supposed that Pueridon, and the other 
principal people engaged in this plot, had collected from 
eight to ten thousand men in the country ; that Liniers 
brought dver from eight hundred to a thousand and 
that the town furnished, though armed in various ways, 
about ten thousand, under the secret arrangement of 
the magistrates. 

When every vessel that could escape from Buenos 
Ayres had joined. Sir Home Popham proceeded to- 
wards Ensenada, to retire the detachment of marines ; 
and Lieutenant Groves of the Diadem, was obliged to 
quit the Belem schooner, as she would not work out. 
One gun-boat and a settee, a prize, were also left ih 
the harbour, with the Juslina, a small English merchant 
ship that had followed the expedition from St. Helena. 
Captain Thomson, of the Neptune, who was in the 
Castle, was made a prisoner, and Lieutenant Burgh, of 
the Raisonable, with Mr. Ramsay, a midshipman, and 
seven men, who were in the settee, as her boats could 
not hold them. Lieutenant Herrick, in the Dolores, 
the other armed schooner, worked out in a manner 
which, coupled with his conduct on the whole of this 
business, did him great credit. On the 1 3th, in the 
morning, the detachment of marines, under the com* 
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mand of Lieutenant Swale, was embarked from Ensena- 
da, and his two Spanish field pieces spiked and thrown 
into the river. On the 14th Sir Home Popham sailed 
for an anchorage in the river de la Plata, where he ar- 
rived the following day, and immediately addressed the 
governor of Monte Video on the subject of our troops. 
On the 16ih, in consequence of receiving by Colonel 
Loners' aid-de-camp, a letter from Gen. Beresford, he 
dispatched two of the transports to Buenos Ayres, where 
one arrived on the 17 th, but from the prevarication of 
the governor of Monte Video in the first instance, and 
his subsequent dishonourable conduct, no troops were 
for a long time embarked. 

Lieutenant Colonel Backhouse, who had been dis- 
patched from England with reinforcements, arrived off 
Monte Video, in the early part of October, where he 
had the mortification to find, that the settlement of 
Buenos Ayres had been recaptured, and that General 
Beresford and his army had been fnade prisoners of 
war. He immediately reconnoitred, from one of the 
frigates, which carried him sufficiently close in shore for 
the purpose, the works of the place, and the positions 
and defences in the vicinity of Monte Video, from which 
he formed, as the most eligible mode of attack, the idea 
of being able to carry the town and citadel by assault, 
on the south face edging on the water, in co-operation 
with the ships of the squadron, under Sir Home Fop- 
ham, which were to silence the batteries on that face, 
so as to enable our troops to land and enter. The at- 
tempt was accordingly commenced, on the 28th, by the 
navy ; but the water proving too shallow to admit of 
the ships coming sufficiently near to cannonade it with 
effect, a further effort was necessarily given up. 

B 2 
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Sir Home Popham noW proposed to Cbforiel Bftck^ 
house to take Maldonado, an excellent harbour, where 
the fleet could water, and gfet bullocks, . which had be- 
come very necessary to recruit our taen. Sir Hotne Pop- 
hata himself, would have attempted (he capture ofMal- 
donado, earlier ifi thewitittef, had not t lie marines been left 
ht Buenos Ayres. The moment that he had satisfied 
Brigadier General Backhouse of the expediency of thfc 
the measure, no time was lost in moving part Of the SBth 
regiment to the Leda and Medusa, when they accom- 
panied the Diadem to Maldonado harbour. The fri- 
gates anchored about five o’clock in the evening of Oc- 
tober 29th, to the westward of ihe westernmost battery. 
The beach was smooth, and at six the troops from the 
Diadem assembled alongside the Leda, and a landing 
was immediately effected, without ahy opposition ; but, 
as Sir Home Popham thought it possible that the enemy 
might have a greater force than he shewed on the hills, 
and as the nearest transport was yet at some distance 
from the roads, he ordered the marines of the Medusa, 
and a company of blues frdm each ship, to be landed, 
to support the army, who entered, and took possession 
ofthe village of Maldonado before eight o’clock. On the 
morning of the 20th, he sent the following sumhions 
lo the Governor of the fortified island of Gorreti, which 
forms this harbour:— 

“ HU Britannic Majesty's Ship Diadem , ^ 
** Rio de hi Plata, Oet. 30, 1 806. 
a Sir, — His Britannic Majesty’s forces are in posses- 
sion of Maldonado, and with a view to save time, as 
the General is on shore, I summon you to surrender the 
Island of Gorreti. Any opposition on your part to such 
a force as is now in this bay must be fruitless, a©d if ytiu 
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do not allow the officer who is charged with this letter 
to hoist his Majesty’s colours at the Fort, and trust to 
the known liberality of the British nation, you will have 
to answer for all the serious and inevitable consequences 
of an attack, whenever the General and myself think it 
expedient to make one. 

" (Signed) Home Popham.” 
u To the Commandant of the Island of Gorreti.” 

The Spanish Governor, De Lerge, refused to sur- 
render at discretion ; in consequence of which, Sir 
Home Popham again wrote as follows ^-(Commission- 
ing Lieutenant Wiseman, who was employed upon the 
service, to make the verbal assurance, that he would not 
hold any farther communications with him, until his Ma- 
jesty’s colours, which he sent for that purpose, should 
be hoisted on the Fort.) 

. # “ Hi* Majesty* s Ship Diadem , 

Rio de la Plata , Oct . 30, 1 806. 

“ Sir,— The Island must surrender immediately. The 
British nation always treats its prisoners with honour 
and libeiality. Private property is held sacred by 
British officers. The Spanish officers and men at Gor- 
reti, shall immediately join the prisoners already taken, 
"(Signed) Home Popham.” 

" To the Commandant ot the Island of Gorreti.” 

Sir Home i opham’s proposal was now acceded to, 
and the Spanish prisoners were immediately embarked, 
consisting of one captain, two lieutenants, one ensign, 
and one hundred and four men. 

Gorreii, it may be proper to remark, is a very strong 
position, defended by twenty twenty-four pounders, in 
b 3 
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four batteries, so placed as to command the roadstead, 
the eastern passage between it, and the peninsula; and 
the only two practical beaches for landing. The troops 
were disembarked as they arrived, and the transports 
were ordered to be watered as fast as possible, and held 
in readiness for any other service. Twenty-four pieces 
of artillery, a considerable quantity of ammunition, two 
hundred stand of arms, and several articles of minor con- 
sideration, tell into the hands of the captors at this 
place. 

The capture of Monte Video succeeded that of Mal- 
donado, at the commencement of the succeeding year ; 
a circumstance from which the most sanguine expecta- 
tions were entertained ; but, as will hereafter appear, 
the new conquest proved of no real utility. 

Several events, of considerable interest, occurred in 
the Indian seas, in the course of the year 1806. 
Amongst others, as affording much room for conversa- 
tion, was the capture of the Honourable Company’s 
ship, Warren Hastings, on the 21st of June, in latitude 
20° 1 3 7 south, longitude about 56 p 45 7 of Greenwich, 
by La Piedmontaise, 'French frigate, of forty-six guns, 
and three hundred and eighty-five men. The Warren 
Hastings was not surrendered, till after a warm and ex- 
tremely close action of four houfs and a half, in which 
she had seven men killed and eighteen wounded. From 
the uncommon inierest which this action excited, in 
consequ< nee of the alrocious conduct of Moreau, the 
first lieutenant of La Piedmontaise, who afu rwards ex- 
piated his crimes, by a death worthy of his life, ills ex- 
pedient to give the following detail, from Captain Lar- 
kius’s official account, addressed to the Governor of 
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St. Helena. It is dated froth tftet pofct, bh boUril thte 
America, on the 1 3th September, 1 
u At 'half-past seven A. M. on the 2lst Jlirie, 180$, 
we discerned a strange sail to fhfe S. W. standing tb the 
S. E. apparently a Ibng, blit “b lo dr vessel, under treble* 
reefed topsails and course?. 1 continued my course, 
making as much sail as the wind would permit Of thy Car- 
rying, steering at (Tiat time \V. by S. Willi a Very strong 
breeze from N. E. by E, and U Varges'ea bn. About 
nine A. lM. having gained our quarter, she talked and 
stood towards us, letting out the reefs oflibr topsails. I 
lost no time in cleaning the ship for action, ‘and placing 
every thing in a proper state for defence. About half 
past nine A. ‘ML she set her top gallant sails, main and 
fore-top-mast steering sails, (hough apparently gaining 
on us before, and at ten A. M. shewed a blue ensign 
and pendant. I did not like her manner of manoeuvring, 
being sensible that an tnglish man of war would nbt 
have acted as she did: however, I hoisted my colours 
and made the private signal. At "eleven A. M. finding 
she was gaining upon us fast, I took iii all the steering 
sails, stay-sails, and hauled the main-sail up, that I might 
have nothing to draw the attention of my crew from 
their quarters, save the principal sails 'for mat ceuvrittg, 
Und hauled up a point to the wind. Having made every 
internal disposition for defending the ship, roVe pre- 
venter braces, and stopped the fop- sail sheets ; at half- 
past eleven I hauled down the private signal, it not 
having' been answered, and placed every soul at their 
respective stations, to await the coming up bf (he Onehty 
(for it now could no longer remain a matter OfdOdbt), 
which she was doing very fast. At noon she v*as with- 
in about a mile and a half of 'us, when £he took in her 


Digitized by Google 



SO T0B BRITISH TRIDENT ; 

top-mast steering sails, stay-sails, and main-sail, and 
having neared us loa mile, hauled down the blue-en- 
sign, and hoisted French colours : this was what 
expected, and were prepared and ready to meet and re- 
turn her fire. About twenty minutes past noon, she 
opened her fire upon our larboard quarter, with a very 
heavy round, me st exceeding large grape, which we re- 
turned, as soon as our guns could bear, pretty warmly, 
and after about a quarter of an hour’s engagement, she 
filled and went a-head, seemingly astonished at her re- 
ception. In this we received some damage in our 
rigging, which we turned to and repaired as well as we 
could. After she had reached about a mile and a half 
a-head, she tacked and came down on Us again, while 
we wereat the guns to receive her as before. This on- 
set was extremely wariq and brisk, and attended with 
loss on our side of killed and wounded ; and so near 
were the two ships, that I was very apprehensive of our 
locking yard arms ; again she steered ofif, and made sail 
astern. Our damage was great : the foremast was 
shot clear through about one third from its head : every 
larboard, and four of the starboard fore shrouds cut : 
fore-top-sail tyegone, and mizen-top-sailhaulyards, main 
and main-top-sail braces main spring stay and top mast, 
shot away : our ensign was likewise cut away, but very 
soon displayed again atthe main-top- gallant-mast head. 

“ Scarcely had we time to stopper the shrouds, and 
reeve preventer braces, before our attention was again 
called to receive her third attack, she having put about 
in our wake, and was nearly up. This attack was as 
warm and as near almost as any, and continued rather 
longer than the former ; but as before she shot a-head, 
indicating most evidently that she could not lay along- 
+ 


Digitized by Google 



OR, REGISTER OF NAVAL ACTIONS, 21 

side os, though to all appearance a heavy vessel. We 
fctow endeavoured to repair oar damage as Well as time 
wotrld permit: I furled the top-gallant -sails, and hauled 
tfre foresail up, for the foremast bad received another 
tfhdt in its aft side, about one third up which now ren- 
dered the 'state df that mast extremely dangerous, and 
Which obliged ttreiikewfee to keep the fore-Cop-sail on 
the cap, dreading to make sail upon the mast, from the 
freshness of the breeze and thebeigWt of the stia. Hard* 
ly had We got the yard tackles down as preventer braces, 
before we were again called upon, by her near approach# 
(she having manoeuvred A- head as before) to tepti her 
fourth attack. 

“ We gave her Ihte firsf gun this time, and the aCtfofc 
becainfe, 6n both sides, Uxtremfefy warm, Uhd seemingly 
With increased fury ; biit, Us $We had dtihfe 'before* sb* 
made fast astern, having endeavoured to lay along'tftkfa 
four titties. Without being able to &ccomp(fch bar end, I 
had now Only the main-topsail standing un touched, And 
defying their worst, but otherwise a complete wreck: 
aloft. The thato-haast shbt through, the main-ptede Very 
badly ; mlzeri-ftip-sUil tfp'lit infwb; nearly allthfe fore* 
rigging again cut ; but, thahk <5011 ! 'beltiW tve Were as 
firm and as fcealods ih th# cause as at the firing of thti 
first gun, having nothing to lament, save the very gVeat 
superiority of the CnethyS ship's sailing, Which enabled 
her to take hdir position to adVUttfege, and Attack Us inf 
What point she pleased’; fofr as yet WU had l tt6t the 
smallest idea of giving her any 6(heV iupetiorhy. ! 

•* We had now t6 receive the enemy the fifth time; 
with the main and fore mast dangerously wohhded, every 
larboard, and four of the starboard fore shrouds cut, Wiift 
some of the main tides ; not a single ‘brace rove; the 
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yards being kept forward with 4he force of the wind, 
with scarcely a running rope whole, and with two of 
my upper deck guns disabled. Still so completely 
wrecked aloft, I looked to the energy remaining below, 
as the palladium of our safety. *Tis true, we had been 
weakened by five men killed, and about as many 
wounded; yet so noble, so enthusiastic 9 spirit per- 
vaded the crew, that I thought little of the loss or da- 
mage sustained. In this state, and under these circum- 
stances/we received her fifth attack, and on both sides 
it was more furious than before, and the firing kept up 
almost incessant. Seeing, as I suppose they must have 
done, that I could do nothing but keep the wind with 
the sail I had get, (only the main top sail) they backed 
pn my larboard quarter, and kept there, without my be- 
ing able to prevent her taking so advantageous a po- 
sition. 

' “ Here; she made great havock and destruction ; the 
mizeiHoiaft, before unhurt, was shot through about ten 
feet from the deck in three places, within six inches of 
each other, and I perceived, that the fate of that mast 
was very soon to fall, as it suffered greatly ; the driver- 
boom was knocked into splinters ; all the coops on the 
poop were shattered $ only one man remaining at the 
poop carronade; the after quarter- deck-gun, and fore- 
mast pne, cleared to one man also. However, with our 
every disadvantage, damage, and loss of men, (for every 
man from so comparatively small a number is missed on 
these occasions, an^ we had by this time seven men 
killed, and about ten wounded), 1 had not the most 
distant idea of giving up so valuable a ship, while the 
smallest possible chance remained of defending her. 
But another disaster awaited us, which decided the fate 
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of the day— the roizen- mast fell forward, and blocked 
up every effective gun on tjie upper deck. The gun- 
room was on fire from a shot that had entered by the 
counter, but which was at length put out by the exer- 
tions of my officers and men : my surgeon had lost every 
instrument by a shot that came into the place where he 
was amputating and dressing the wounded; the nail 
of the tiller-rope on the barrel of the wheel drew, and 
the main and main-top-sail yard came square, by the 
fall of the mizen-mast. Thus circumstanced, I foresaw 
that we had no alternative but to strike; and, with the 
the consent of my officers, I gave up what remained of 
the Warren Hastings and her noble crew, which took 
place about fifty minutes past four P. M. having been 
engaged nearly yard-arm and yard-arm above two- thirds 
of the time, from twenty minutes past noon, until ten 
minutes before five, P. M. 

" 1 feel it a duty extremely incumbent on me, to 
mention the firm and steady support I received from the 
officers, with whom I had the honour of defending the 
ship; nor could more zeal or true courage have been 
displayed, than what animated the gallant crew under 
my command. It will be a reflection attended with the 
most heartfelt satisfaction to me, that every department 
was filled with its utmost energy. The exertions, visi* 
ble on this occasion, to defend the Honourable Com- 
pany’s property to that point of contention, when de- 
fence would have been bo longer practicable nor justi- 
fiable, will, I trust, be a sufficient recommendation of 
tbe merits of the officers and ship’s company, of the late 
Honourable Company’s ship Warren Hastings, to the 
Honourable Court of Directors. And although the 
issue of the. engagement was unfortunate, still when the 
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very inferior force to which we were opposed, added lo 
other material advantages, on the side of the enemy, 
are takvn into consideration, it will, I hope, appear very 
evident, that they did as much as men could do under 
similar circumstances. The following is a return of the 
killed, wounded, and stabbed, in the action:-** 

Killed . — Mr. John Edwick, purser; WdJiarp Miller, 
ordinary seaman; John Frost, seaman; John White, 
ordinary seaman; Phatham Laybourae, seaman; Wil- 
liam Price, ordinary seaman; John Miles, ordinary sea- 
man. < 

Stabbed after possession was taken. — -Captain Thomas 
Larkins, commander; Mr. John Wood, second officer; 
John Barnes, surgeon; James Bayton, midshipman ; 
John Bell, boatswain's second mate. 

Wounded.— : Mr. James CoxweH, chief officer, slightly; 
Mr. Edward Davies, third officer; Mr. 'William Hope; 
sixth officer; Mr. James GreviUe, surgeon's mate, 
broken jaw; John Hoburg, boatswain's first mate, vefy 
badly ; Frederick Christiana, seaman ; David Scott, 
captain's cook ; Joseph Antonio, ordinary seaman; John 
Mackay, seaman, badly; Charles Williams, ordinary 
seaman, slightly ; Lewis Perraw, seaman ; Henry 

Churchill, baker; George Miller, seaman. John 

Hoburg is since dead of his w ounds. 

4t How ever, I am happy to say, that the other wound- 
ed, and those who were stabbed, are perfectly well. 
The following is the force of the French frigate, La Pied- 
montarise - 

“ On her main deck. — Twenty-eight long French 

18-pounders. On her upper deck .^-Ten carronades,. 

French 36-pounders; four long English 9-pounders; 
two long brass French 8-pounders ; two mortars, cR- 


Digitized by Google 



OR, REGISTER OE NAVAL ACTIONS. 25 

pable pf throwing grape and canister-shot of French 
26 lb. weight. 

“ In her tops were fifty men with swivefs and rifles, 
by *which it will appear that she is a very heavy frigate, 
and is quite new, having sailed from St. Maloes in 
January last, and had only been out from the Isle ot 
France ten days when she fell in with the Warren 
Hastings; from what I was able to learn, I suppose 
her to have had about twelve men killed, and twenty 
wounded. 

“ VVe'arrived at the Mauritius on the 4lh of July last, 
and obtained permission to proceed to England by a 
neutral vessel, via America. With my -officers and 
midshipmen,- we embarked on board the American ship, 
America, Captain Isaac Slone, on the 6lh of August. 
Hoping to find some conveyance direct to England, we 
called into St. Helena, and trust, should you have it in 
your power to forward us, that you will exert it in our 
favour, being extremely anxious to lay the unfortunate 
news before the Honourable the Court of Directors.'* 

The brutal and unprecedented conduct of Lieutenant 
Moreau and hi& followers, in stabbing the^ officers of 
the Warren Hastings, after her surrender, was ^pubjicly 
stated at St. Helena, and in India, by affidavits from 
Capt. Larkins and his followers ; and, if we mistake not, 
it was given out by Sir Edward Pelfew, the commander 
in chief on the India station, in general orders, that 
should the sanguinary monster be taken, no quarter 
would be shewn to him. The affidavits alluded to, 
called forth a defence, or rather an attempt at justifica- 
tion, on the part of Moreau ; which, that we may not 
break the thread of the narrative, we shall here insert. 
It first epppeared, by the request of Moreau, in The hie 

vox., vi. c 
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of France Gazette , from which it was copied into most 
of the India papers. It is as follows 

" Always at sea since the capture of the Warren 
Hastings, I was ignorant of the calumnies of Captain 
Larkins. I now answer them. 

44 The Warren Hastings, after an action of three 
hours and a half, had just struck her colours. I received 
orders to go on board. The yawl over the stern having 
a shot through her, they were getting ready the other 
boats, and on which every body (Ang. all hands) were 
employed. At ibis juncture, the Warren Hastings bore 
up, which T we perceived when too late ; as thejibstay 
and halliards were shot away, we got on board the 
fore-tack, but the frigate had not time to fall off, and 
we fell on board broadside to broadside. Indignation 
was, at first, at its highest pitch ; the captain of the fri- 
gate ordered her to be boarded ; one De Gagues, a 
quarter-master, jumped on board first; I followed him ; 
the English appeared armed ; they were repulsed.* 

We all looked after the Captain. I found him the 
first, and struck him with a dagger. I was at that 
time surrounded by my people, who all wished to pu- 
nish him as he deserved. I therefore ask who saved 
him, if it was .not I ? I ordered him to be taken on 
hoard the frigate, where the captain being irritated, 
shewed great displeasure, and Captain Larkins expe- 
rienced the same reception, arising from the same senli- 


v Amongst those that presented themselves to repulse us, there 
was a midshipman, who threw himself doiyn on the gun-deck of 
the Warren Hastings, after having struck me with a cutlass, but 
luckily with the flat pact; they* all swore at St. Helena that I 
wounded him. 
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roenfet, from every one ; but afterwards, when all were * 
cool, they regarded him as a sufferer, and all was fof* 
got. The captain of the frigate lodged him in his own- 
cabin, and in five days he was cured of his wound. 

" Behold, Mr. Larkins, notwithstanding youraffida# 
vit,. and those of your officers, bow things bav^jpune 
to pass, and how you have represented them !— fl, con- 
trary to the laws of war and honour, you had not run 
foul of the frigpte, and when your colours were struck, 
if your men had not demonstrated an intention to fight,, 
the Warren Hastings would not have been taken a se- 
cond time, and l should not have wounded you.* 

*« You fell on-board us purposely, and thus I prove U : , 
fbr when I boarded the Warren Hastings your helm 
was hard up, and we were to leeward your rudder, - 
tiller, and tiller ropes, were in good order, and I shilled 
the helm myself j >ouf intention, therefore, was to run : 
foul of us. Mr. Touissant, one of your officers, has said 
in the presence of the officers of ihe^frigate, and of your 
own officers, that in the moment of being boarded, he 
encouraged the people to recommence the action ; and 
1 ask you, sir, who gave biro the authority * Still farther, 
y pur officers, when at the Grand Rivtr, on the I de of 
France, have had the impudence lo assert, that the 
Warren Hastings ran on board us to dismast us; your 
officers and boatswain said .the same, when on board th^ 
Warren Hastings* and that it was >our interest to do it. , 
Exclusive of your having run us on board, what damage 

i Jr . 1 .■ ■ - T = =r 1 

* 

• Mr. Wood, who soys he was wounded too, had only received * 
a blow with a hand-spike, or a stick, from a s?ilwr, fyr cause .he 
made a shew of not deli rering his arms. 

c v 
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had w£ sustained by your fire, so sharply and fcowell 
Wept op, by your own accounts f The Warren Hast-* 
mgs was nearly dismasted, and in a bad condition; the 
Piedmontalse had only jib-sfsy and the jib-balliard, two 
fore-shroud*, and a part of the fore-top-masl backstays 
shot away ; and abaft, the damages were as insignificant. 
-Allow, Sir Company's captain, that there is a great dif- 
ference between a foan of war and a merchantman. 

** I have been seeking for reasons whiuh could have 
induced you to calumniate me in such an infamous man* 
ner. I have been able to adduce no other than such as* 
are connected w ith the sen rimentdt placing money above * 
every thing* You had much private trade on board the 
Warren Hastings ; by the captured the ship you would 
have been a great loser; you therefore wanted a pecu- 
niary indemnification — you have* probably obtained it 
by making yourself an object of that compassion which* 
every one has for unfortunate courage. Yes, sir, your 
calumnies were a speculation — you have slandered me 
merely for money ; for otherwise you would have* 
spoken out sooner, and particularly to General Decaen. 
Y6ar being a prisoner was a great riaim for receiving' 
judicial redress: you did not complain— because I was. 
present, and could have immediately proved the falsify 
of ^our accusation, and then the CaptaimGeneral would 
not have had the goodness to allow you to depart so 
soon. Do not pfblend that a motive of generosity pre- 
vented you from accusing me for fear of its ruining me ; 
for why did you do it afterwards ? Dare you to call your- 
self generous ? you have accused me in the face of fl|an- 
kind as an assassin, when you knew my reply could net 
be made till a twelvemonth after your accusation. 1 tell 
you, Mr. Larkins, with bitterness, that the whole of your 
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conduct is well worthy one who, under the shelj^r of the 
capstan, made his crew fight, but could oply himself 
find tears to deplore a reverse of fortune, at a time when 
he ought to have displayed a diffeient character.* It is ( 
possible, sir, that you will add something more to your ca- 
lumnies, which you may be assured I shall not answer. 
You have been paid without doubt—- let me alone. 

“ As Captain Larkins has insetted his calumnies in all. 
the papers in India, and as the naval commander- in chief! 
in India has inserted them in general orders, my friends 
have desired me to prove the injustice of this proceeding; 

I have, with the greatest reluctance, yielded to their de* 
fires, feeling that it did not suit me to entertain the pub*^ 
lie about myself, not having, done any thing remarkable; 
and particularly as it appeared to be a measure which 
the English might construe into a justification.” 

In consequence of the above, one of the officers of the* 
Warren Hastings addressed 1 the following letter to the 
editor of TkeCalcutta-Telkgraph, from which journal it is^ 
here copied 

** Sir,— Having served with Captain Larkin*, of the' 
Honourable Company’s ship Warren Hastings, as third 
officer,, during that ship’s unfortunate voyage, and re- 
collecting every circumstance that occurred during and 
subsequent to the fection with the Piedmontaise, I re* ' 
quest you will do me the favour to inserts in your next, 1 
the andermentioned. facts, in opposition 10 the vile a net 


* Mr Larkins always (Utteied biosvlf that we should be takct> v 
off the. Isle of France; when he found that wc wrje at anchor iu. 
the GratMl Fort, he said to the cpnmiandtmt. •'* It is done now > 
yes, and. well done then he began t& csy li^c 4 a child, ’ * 
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false assertions of Charles Moreau, as extracted from the 
Isle of Trance Gazette , in your paper of the 26lh instant. 
Captain Larkins* statement of facts has already shewn 
to the world the character of Moreau, and very justly 
and accurately has Captain Larkins described that mon- 
ster’s conduct. I wish, for the honour of the situation 
he is placed in, 1 could mention him in softer language, 
but his atrocious conduct towards a defenceless and gal- 
lant person, must, in my opinion, prove him actuated 
by those principles which are inimical to humanity. 

u Moreau, in the first place states, he sought Captain 
Larkins : he and his followers could have had but a 
trifling search, as 1 know Captain Larkins stood on the 
quarter deck, from whence the intoxicated gang drove 
him to his cabin, as stated by Captain Larkins. Mo- 
reau’s system of saving a defenceless person is entirely 
new ; his poniard vvas not used on board the captured 
ship for the purpose of saving; if his intoxicated fol- 
lowers had not possessed more discretion than himself, 
more crimes would have been committed. 

41 Moreau says the tiller and ropes were in good or- 
der — granted ; but the nail, which confined the rope to 
the barrel of the wheel, had been, by some accident, 
drawn ; the wheel he may have shifted, but the helm 
remained useless. 

u As to running on board the frigate, subsequent to 
the action, no such thing, I can with confidence assert,' 
was intended ; this for a time served Moreau as a cloak 
for his atrocious conduct, to a defenceless, and (f can, 
with safety to my own conscience tfs a Christian, declare 
him) an inoffensive man. I likewise declare, that no one 
belonging to the Warren Hastings appeared with arms 
subsequent to the colours of the ship being struck, con- 
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sequently Mr. Moreau had no one to subdue a second 
time, as he pretends. Mr. Touissaint never had the 
feast idea of encouraging the men to commence the 
action, as stated by Moreau ; and I declare, when con- 
fined whh him on board, and in the Grand River pri- 
son, neither he, nor any other of Captain Larkins’ offi- 
cers, uttered a syllable in respect to any intention of 
running the ship down. The boatswain has declared 
to Mr. Bristow, late gunner of the Warren Hastings, 
and to the whole of his fellow-prisoners, that he never 
spoke a single sentence to the purport stated in Moreau's 
false allegations; and to add another contradiction to 
Moreau’s aspersions, no midshipman ever lifted a sabre 
near him ; and I again declare that Mr. Bristow, mid* 
shipman, was poniarded through the hand and armr 
while in the act of getting some clean linen from bts 
trunks after the action, and this was done by Moreau’s 
orders; and Mr. Hood was likewise pbniarded through 
the arm ; the French surgeon who visited the prison 
dressed the wound. I well recollect, that when Cap- 
tain Larkins surrendered the ship, that I and the other 
officers followed his example, by taking off our side-' 
arms ; neither did any one afterwards dispute the pos- 
session of them. If Mr. Moreau will allow Mr. Dularf, 
the roaster of the Piedmonlaise, to explain to hhfr^he 
manner in which th& ships came in contact with each 
other, Mr. Moreau will find il does very little credit to 
his abilities as a seaman. Il was in Mr. Moreau'i 
power to have prevented the accident, had he attended 
to the frigate; this Mr. Dutart has declared to me. 
But thejman who glories in a falsehood, is naturally lost 
to all sense of sham*, and is pleased with his own atro- 
cious conduct ; and even when sullfconduct is delected/ 
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it may scarce cost him a single blush : such m disposition 
do I consider Mr. C. Moreau to possess. 

“ In Mr. Moreau's own words, “ lie may see how 
ihings have come to pass and I solemnly declare 
what I have stated above lo be just; and Mr. Bristow, 
who has arrived here in the Holstein, from the Grand. 
River prison. Isle of France, and knows the circum- 
stances to bp as above stated, will, with myself, at any 
time make affidavit to them. 

“ Calcutta , 31 st December, 180 7. 

G. D:” 

Sir £dward Pellew’s squadron was exceedingly suc- 
cessful, in the number of captures which it made, in the 
year 1 806. In July, the Greyhound, Captain Elphin- 
stone, in company with the Harrier sloop. Captain 
Troubridge, were particularly active. On the 4th of 
that month, after destroying, under the fort ofMannado, 
the Dutch Company's brig, Christian Elizabeth, armed 
with, eight guns* and having a complement ofeighty men, 
they stood across the Maluccasea to the island ofTidon* 
when they captured* on the 6th, another of the enemy's 
crurzers, called the Belgica, armed wiih twelve guns* 
and planned with lhirJy*tw 9 men; from thence, pro- 
ceeitag to the westward, on the evening of the «5th of 
Xuly, four sail of ships were desoried passing through 
the Straights of Salayer immediate chace was given to 
them v and, by nine, they had the satisfaction of seeing 
them lying to, between the small Dutch ports of Bon- 
theanand Balacomba, at abend seven miles distance from, 
the: shore. Captain Elphimtone easily made out one 
of ihera. to be a frigate, and another a> corvette ^ but a 
third bad -so much Jffc appearance of a line of battle; 
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ship, that both Captain Troubr id ge. and Cuptaid Elphjn* 
slone deemed it prudent to wait tilLday light before 
they examined them. They accordingly lay to during 
the night, at two miles distance to windward. A* thq 
day broke, they had the pleasure of finding the ship, 
which had forced them on cautionary measures, was, 9 
large two-decked ship, resembling, an English Indian 
man. 7 ,, 

The enemy (/or they proved to be a Dutch squadron)* 
immediately drew out in order of battle, 011 the larboard 
tack, under their topsails'; the frigate taking her station 
in the van, an armed ship astern of her, the large ship 
in the centre, and the corvette in the rear. Fortunately 
the frigate, by foie-reaching upon her second astern^ 
caused a small opening in their line. It was suggested 
to Captain Elphinstone, by Mr. Marlin, (had if he could 
close with the enemy whilst in that position, his attack! 
might be made to advantage ; accordingly,. under French 
colours the Greyhound.bore up, as if with an intention t$ 
speak the frigate; and when within hail, all further dis- 
guise being unnecessary, she shifted the colours and 
commenced firing, which was instantly returned with $ 
smartness and spirit that evinced they were fully pre* 
pared for the contest. The Harrier, who bad kept close 
astern of the Greyhound, on seeing her engaged, bore 
round up, and passed between the frigate and her so* 
cond astern, raked them bath (the latter with such 
effect) that they bore up in succession to return her 
fire, thus leaving the frigate separated from them. 
Being resolved to avail himself of this advantage, and 
being anxious to be in a position for supporting the 
Harrier, now engaged in the centre of the enemy's line 
Captain Trbubridge wore close round th$ frigate’s 
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hows, raking her severely while pasting ; and when on 
the starboard bow, by throwing his sails 3 -back, he fall 
into the desired position. The cannonade from the 
Greyhound was now admirable, while that of the friJ 
gate visibly slackened; and at last, after an action oft 
forty minutes, wholly ceased. On hailing, to know if 
they had struck, they answered they had, and immediate 
possession was taken of her. On directing her fire oo- 
the ships astern, they all followed her example, except 
the corvette, who, from being in the rear, had suffered 
little from the action, and now made off towards the 
shore. Captain Troubridge immediately wore in pur- 
suit of her, sending, at the same time, a boat to take 
possession of the large ship (whose fire he had nearly 
silenced early in the action). Perceiving the corvette 
sailed remarkably well, and that she could spread more 
canvass than the Harrier, her mast and rigging being* 
entire, Captain Elphinstone recalled the latter from 3 
chase that was likely to be fruitless. 

* The prises proved to be the Dutch republican frigate 
Pallas, of thirty-six guns, commanded by N. S* Aalbers, 
a captain in the Dutch navy ; the Victoria, a two** 
decked ship, of $00 tons, commanded by Klaas Kenkin, ' 
Senior captain in the Dutch Company's service; and 
the Bat ta via, a ship of about 500 tons, commanded by 
William de Val, a captain in the same service ; both the 
Company's ships were armed Tor the purpose of war,- 
and richly laden with the produce of the Moluccas. 
The ship which escaped was the republican corvette. 
William, mounting twenty twenty-four pounders, and 
manned with 110 men. 

The following is a list of the killed and wounded on 
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board his Majesty Y ships in the above action, off Ms* 
cassar 

Greyhound* — 1 Killed, and 8 wounded. 

Harrier.-— 3 Wounded. 

Total.— l Killed, and 1 1 wounded. 

Officers slightly wounded . 

Greyhound.— James Wood, boatswain : George Ma- 
joribanks, master's-mate ; and John Bradford, clerk. 

List of the killed and wounded on board the enemy's ships ; 
Pallas.— 8 Killed, and 32 wounded. (The captain, 
pilot, and four seamen, since dead.) 

Victoria.— 2 Killed. 

Battavia. — 2 Killed, and 7 wounded. (The lieutenant 
and one seaman since dead.) 

Total.— 1 2 Killed, 39 wounded. 

Officers killed. 

Pallas.— Jan Hendrick Resen, boatswain. 

Battavia. — P. Hulsenbos, first lieutenant. 

Officers wounded . 

Pallas.— N.S. Aalbers, captain, since dead; W. Stander, 
second lieutenant ; E. C. Her son, fifth lieutenant ; 
B. Valk, pilot, since dead ; A. Andriffe, second pilot ; 
P. Vander Wagtz, third pilot; A. Edelz, midship- 
man ; and T. A ram u ban, clerk. 

Battavia. — F. H. Mammae), lieutenant; and GenR 
■ Fredericks, ditto, since dead. 

(Signed) E. Elphinstonb. 

The Powerful, Captain Plampin, one of Sir Edward 
Peliew's cruisers, in company with the Rattlesnake, also 
captured, in the month of July, La Bel tone, a French 
privateer, which had been more than usually successful. 
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In 1 the present aih! preceding; war, against British cotn* 
merce, in the Indian and European seas. Captain 
Plampin had previously* captured . La Henrietta, a 
French privateer of twenty guns, from .the Mauritius; 
'and Captain Lord George Stuart took L’Islede France, 
a small privateer, also from the Mauritius. 

, In the West Indies, in the latter part of the year 
1806, several gallant actions bore testimony to the su- 
periority of British prowess. Amongst the foremost of 
these. Whs the capture of the Pomona, by the Arethusa 
and Anson. 

At day-break, on the morning of the 23d of August, 
Captain Brisbane, of the Arelhusa, having recently re- 
sumed his station off the Havanna, with the Anson, 
Captain Lydiard, under his orders, discovered a sail, 
which afterwards proved to be the Pomona, a Spanish 
frigate of thirty-eight guns, from Vera Cruz. When 
Captain Brisbane first perceived her, she was within 
two miles oT the Moro Castle, standing for the Havanna, 
under a press' o( sail. He immediately made the signal 
to Captain Lydiard, of his design to lay the enemy on 
board, as soon as he should come up with her; but, 
aware of his intention, the Pomona bare up, having been 
joined by twelve giin-boats from the Havanna, and 
anchored within pistol-shot of a castle which mounted 
sixteen thirty-six pounders, in three fathom and a half 
water. Not deterred by the formidable liner of defence 
which was thus presented. Captain Brisbane, supported 
by the Anson on his larboard bow, anchored the Are- 
thusa close alongside the Pomona, in only one foot more 
•water than she drew. The action immediately became 
general, and, in thirty-five minutes, the Pomona struck 
iier colours ; three of tire gun- boats haying bees blown 
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up, six sunk, and three driven on shore on the breakers. 
Notwithstanding the severe fire from the castle, the 
prize was instantly taken possession of. The castle, by 
firing red-hot shot, set fire to the Arethusa; but the 
flames were speedily extinguished ; and the castle 
itself, in which a quantity of specie belonging to the ' 
King of Spain, had been landed from the Pomona, soon 
afterwards fell by a terrific explosion. 

In the course of the action. Captain Brisbane was 
wounded in the knee ; but though he suffered excruci- 
ating pain, he refused to quit the deck, till victory had 
decisively proclaimed herself in favour of the British 
flag. The total loss of the Arethusa upon this occasion, 
amounted to two killed, and thirty-two wounded. Vice- 
admiral Dacres, in his official letter to the Admiralty, 
announcing the capture of the Pomona, justly observed, 
that “ the success attending this bold enterprise. Cap- 
tain Brisbane was well entitled to, for the promptness 
and decision with which he anchored in such shoal 
water, to attack a force of such magnitude.” 

' On the night of the 29th of August, Captain Dacres, 
of the Bacchante, in reconnoitring the harbour of St. 
Martha, perceived tying there a brig and two feluccas, 
and judging it practicable to bring them out, or at least 
destroy them, he dispatched his boats, under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant Norton. They arrived at the en- 
trance of the harbour at qne o’clock, and immediately 
dashed for the vessels, under a tremendous fire from the 
forts, vessels, and the shore, the beach being lined with 
field-pieces and mu<quetry, the feluccas keeping up a 
heavy fire until the two boats were alongside; the 
crews made a short resistance, and quitted them. Not- 
withstanding such heavy fire, they succeeded in biing* 
VOL. vi. » 
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ing out the brig and l wo feluccas, without (he loss of a 
single man; two of their vessels having (heir sails un- 
bent, they were obliged to he towed out, which de- 
tained them till near four o’clock; the whole of which 
time they were under the enemy's batteries. 

The capture of the fort of Batabano, with some ship- 
ping in the harbour, by Captain Rush worth, of the sloop 
Superieure, on the morning of the 3d of September, is 
also deserving of notice. Captain Rushworlh, in com- 
pany with the Pike abd Flying Fish schooners, arrived 
off Point Gondas* twenty-two miles north-west from 
Batabano, where he anchored, on the second. At mid- 
night, he weighed and stood for Batabano, to be off that 
place before break of day, but owing to baffling winds 
it took him until day-light. He thought it expedient to 
land, which he accordingly did, with eighteen men from 
the Stork, thirty-five from the Superieure, and ten from 
the Flying Fish, to guard the boats ; but after landing 
two miles to windward of the battery, the marshy irre- 
gular ground impeded their march, and the enemy per- 
ceiving it, sent a party of soldiers to way-lay them in 
the thick bushes ; but the most forward of Captain Rush- 
worth's party charged, and completely put them to the 
route, after leaving two killed and one badly wounded. 
At that period, a general alarm had spread, that the 
militia had joined the stationary regulars in the front, 
aided by the men from the Shipping in the bay. The 
retreat of the English being then cut off, they were 
obliged to rush forward to gain the fort, which was 
Completely carried in three minutes; the enemy re- 
treated in all directions, after firing two guns, and a vol- 
ley of small arms, towards the path which the English 
were obliged tb pass. The battery consisted of six long 
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eighteen-poupders, mounted on travelling carriages* 
which Captain Rush worth spiked, and then proceeded 
to take possession of the vessels, which consisted of one 
felucca, pierced for fourteen guns, having one eighteen- 
pounder and twelve blunderbusses on board; a schooner,, 
pierced for twelve; a French privateer of four; and three 
other Spanish vessels, with one gun each; six other 
smaller, with cargoes, which were saved, and the vessels 
burnt, not having sufficient men to carry them out. 
The loss of the enemy was considerable; but we had 
only one man badly wounded on the occasion. 

The hurricane which took place at Dominica, in the 
autumn of this year, is thus distressingly described, in 
the Dominica Journal , under the date of Roseau* Sep- 
tember 20th 

" We again resume our journal, after an interruption 
occasioned by the confusion and lost- sustained in the 
office during the late hurricane, one of the greatest ca- 
lamities this colony has sustained within the memory of v 
its oldest inhabitants. To give a detail of all the parti- 
culars of that unfortunate event, would be a task im- 
possible to fulfil will) accuracy, until things commence 
to be a little more settled, and that a regular communi- 
cation with the country should be opened, the roads be- 
ing entirely destroyed-; we shall, therefore, coniine our- 
selves chiefly to the giving a general idea of the whole, 
as far as the intelligence received from the different 
parts of the colony may enable us. 9 

“ On Tuesday, the pth inslant, about seven o’clock 
in the evening, the sky became totally overcast, and tre- 
mendous flashes of lightning, accompanied by lieftvjr 
d 2 x 
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pufft of wind, presaged, to the more experienced part 
of the inhabitants, an approaching storm ; but few ex- 
pected that it would have been sp fatal in its conse- 
quences. The wind continued increasing until ten 
o clock, when it began to be accompanied by a roost 
dreadful fall of rain, the effect of which, accompanied 
by a pitch-like darkness, each moment illuminated by a 
sheet of livid fire ; and the roaring of the wind, which 
every instant became louder, was awful enough to im- 
press a dread upon the heart of the most intrepid : soon 
after, to complete our misfortune, the river Roseau/in- 
creased by the heavy rains, overflowed its banks, inun- 
dated the town in every direction, and then the destruc- 
tion beeame general ; every bouse which obstructed its 
passage was thrown down, or carried away by the 
stream ; and a great proportion of their unfortunate in- 
habitants perished ! About ten o’clock every vessel in 
the harbour was driven from its moorings, except a small 
Swedish schooner, which was cast ashore under the 
Fort, a little after midnight ; and those who were driven 
out generally met with the same fate, amounting, in the 
whole, to sixteen sail of different descriptions. 

“ No pen can paint the horrors of that dreadful night . 9 
the tremendous noise occasioned by the wind and rain — 
the roaring of the waters, altogether with the shock of 
an earthquake, which was sensibly felt about midnight — 
the shrieks of the poor sufferers crying out for assistance, 
the terror of those who in their houses heard them, and 
dared not open a door or window to give succour, and 
who expected momently to share the same fate, formed 
a scene which can hardly be conceived, and still more 
difficult to be described. Fortunately for the inhabi- 
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(anls oftl^e town, and indeed for the whole colony, the 
force of the wind and rain abated about three o'clock in 
the morning, and near the same time the wafer began 
to fall ; if it had continued another hour, there is not ^ 
doubt bqt the town would have been entirely des- 
troyed. 

The spectacle which presented itself on the return 
of day*light, was horrid beyond every power of descrip- 
tion, heaps of mud and sand, (in some places five or six 
feet deep) through all parts of the town-— the form 
of a slreqt hardly could be discerned — two large 
streams, or rather torrents, running through the midst 
of the town— ruins of houses blown, and others brought 
down by th^ flood, obstructing every passage— the car- 
casses of several of the unfortunate victims of this event 
drawn out from the ruins, and lying in the streets — while 
numbers, almost distracted, were parching for some, 
ijear relation or friend, who bad perished in the storm-- 
the lamentations of those who had lost soipe of thejrj 
nearest and dearest connections, joined to the despair of 
those who had lost their little all,, formed altogether a p 
scene fit to draw tears from the eyes of the most un- 
feeling. , ' 

“ From the most authentic accounts which can have 
been gathered during the contusion occasioned by this 
fatal occurrence, there has been ascertained to have 
perished in the town of Roseau and its vicinity : eight 
white persons of different sexes and ages, fifty-seven 
free persons of colour, and sixty-six slaves, forming tr 
total of one hundred and thirty-one ; besides a n umber r 
of ^others yet missing, and several wounded.' 

1 i> 3 ■ 


Digitized by Google 



42 


THE BRfTISM TRIDENT; 


u On Morne Bruce/ where that part'of the garrison 
stationed at Roseau is quartered, the whole of the bar- 
racks were blown down, excepting one ; three men and 
one woman killed, and one man wounded. 

“ The planters have equally suffered with the inha* 
bitants of the town ; every plantation on the windward 
coast of the island, from the River Tabaric to Morne 
Paix Bouche, are almost entirely destroyed ; only three 
mills standing in the whole extent, and these consider- 
ably damaged ; no other building left on either sugar or 
coffee estate ; and the numerous inhabitants of that 
quarter have only for shelter four houses, situated from 
the sea, to which most of the white inhabitants have re- 
tired. On the different estates on that coast, as far 
as accounts have reached town, there have perished 
about thirty negroes, and upwards of one hundred and 
eighty dangerously wounded. 

«• Round the coast from the river 'fabaric, by way of 
La Soye, the estate which bears the name of that river 
is, perhaps, the only one that has not received any con- 
siderable damage in this general disaster. 

“ All the plantations to leeward of the island have ex- 
perienced the effects of the hurricane: every house. 


Regiments. Killed. 

46th 3 — 

3d W. Indian 0 — 
Wb. Woman 1 — 
Black do. — 1 — . 

Total 3 


MORNE BRUCE. 
Wound. A rapt. 

19 — o — 

6 — 0 — 
0 — 0 — 
0 — 1 — 

15 1 


Frae. Contus. Tot. 

0 — 6 — 19 

1 — 2 — 9 

0 — 0 — t 

0 — 0—2 
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from the river Mahaar down to Prince Rupert’s, f either 
laid flat, or greatly damaged ; the town of Portsmouth 
entirely destroyed ; the greatest part of the barracks on 
Mome Cabrit carried away ; and, in general, the whole 
island offers a scene of devastation and ruin.” 

On the 23d of October# advices were received at the 
Admiralty from Plymouth# (by the arrival of the Mo* 
selle sloop) announcing the destruction of L’lmpetueirx*. 
of seventy-four guns, one of the French squadron undef 
the command of Admiral Willeaumez, which bad so 
long eluded the vigilance of our cruisers. The dread* 
ful gale of wind, by which Sir R. Strachan’s squadron 
sustained great damage, was likewise destructive to that 
of Admiial Willeaumez, from which Jerome Bonaparte 
had had the good fortune to separate himself some time 
before. One of the enemy’s ships# the Castor of seventy- 
four guns, w ent down in the storm, and every soul on 
board perished : the remainder of the squadron were 
dispersed. Three of them# all of the' line, endeavoured 
to make the Chesapeak# but Sir R. Strachan’s squadron 
coming up at the time# the Bellona and Belleisle fell in 
with L’lmpetueux, and, after a runing fight# drove her 
on shore near the Chesapeak. The line of battle ships 
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Regiments. 

Killed. 

Wound. 

Ampt. 

Frac. 

Contus. 

Tor. 

$lst West India 

3 * — 

43 — 

1 — 

43 - 

- 23 — 

■ 74 

Pioneers Black 

1 — 

O — 

O — 

0 - 

- 0 — 

• 1 

Servants do. 

1 — 

0 — 

O — 

0 - 

0 — 

• 1 


5 

43 

1 

4 

23 

76 

General Total. 

10 

*8 

* 

5 

31 

116 
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qot being able to. approach spffi^pnjLly near, thq 
larapus frigat^ vya& sent in to destroy her# vvljich she 
pomplpldy effected, making the crew prisoners. While 
the Mejampus frigate was engaged in this service, the 
Patriot and Eole, of seventy* four guns each, hove in sight, 
to which the Beilona and Beileisle gave chace ; but 
they succeeded in getting into the Cbesapeak. Ad- 
miral Willeaumez’s ship, the Foudroyant, got into the^ 
Havanna in a .most disabled state; and the Valeureuse 
frigate, of forty-four guns, arrived at Philadelphia. Afc 
ter the hurricane, the Caesar, of eighty guns. Sir R l . 
Strachan’s flag-ship, with the Triumph, put into Fayali 
Sir Richarcfshjfted his flag to the latter ship, and sailed- 
again for the American coast.. 

Two or three spirited actions, on a small scale, took 
place in the Mediterranean, in the autumn of this year* 
The boats of his Majesty’s ship Melpomene, Peter Par- 
ker, Esq. captain, were detached, on the evening of the 
3d of July, to cruise in shore, on the coast near Leghorn, - 
under the command of Lieutenant W. Thompson, who 
was accompanied in the barge by Lieutenant Gascoigne, 
of the royal marines, and Mr. Witwell Butler, master’s- 
mate. On the morning of the 4lh se veral vessels ap- 
peared, and the boats separated in chase. After a long, 
pull the barge came up with a large French settee,, 
armed with four six-pounders, twelve mounted muske- 
topns, and small arms. They were obliged to pyjl up 
in face of the enpmy’s fire ; ancj.soable yvas the defence, . 
that before they could get alongside, Lieutenant Thomp- 
son and five seamen were killed,, six desperately 
wounded, and several others disabled* for the time.. 
The ship* and other boats were now out of sight ; , but 
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the survivors persevered and hooked on. Mr. Butler, 
Lieutenant Gascoigne, Serjeant Thomas Milligan, and 
three seamen, were the only persons enabled to board ; 
at which time the enemy's crew consisted of eighteen 
men, three of whom were kijled, and fifteen made pri- 
soners. Captain Parker wrote a very handsome official 
letter to Sir S. Smith, who then commanded in Sicily, 
giving a liberal and correct account of the affair, strong* 
Jy recommending Mr. Butler for promotion, and every 
person concerned, to the honourable notice of their 
country. The. above-mentioned letter was shewn to 
the officers of the Melpomene, and is believed to have 
been transmitted to England, but by some omission it 
bas not been officially published. 

The following more circumstantial account of this gal- 
lant action, particularly noticing the bravery of Ser- 
jeant Milligan, of the marines, has been certified by 
Captain Parker, and is highly worthy of preserve* 
tion : — 

Serjeant Milligan, being in the bow of the barge; was 
the first man that boarded the settee, and on his leaping 
on the deck, six muskets were presented in his face, the 
fetal effects of which he avoided, by throwing himself 
at once in the midst of the enemy's crew. Owing to 
the number of killed and wounded in the barge, and the 
settee continuing under sail, only five men were able to 
follow the serjeant, and after some resistance the enemy 
were obliged to retreat and disperse, and six of them 
leaped into their own boats, carrying their arms and am- 
munition with them. Seijeant Milligan pursued; and 
fearing that they might do considerable mischief, if they 
pulled away from alongside, with their muskets with 
them, and knowing that the barge could not follow, he 
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jumped down into the middle of them. He was in- 
stantly seised aitd thrown overboard ; but in the struggle 
grappled, and carried one of the enemy with him, whom 
he killed in the water vyith his cutlass. When opposition 
no longer appeared, ev^ry exertion was made Irom the 
boats of the Melpomene to save Serjeant Milligan, who 
Was seep swimming astern of the settee, apparently very 
faint,«having received several wounds during the action. 
One of the lieutenants of the ship, seeing an par close 
behind him, called to Milligan to get hold of it, in ordey 
tp receive some assistance, till the boat could gel up 
him, which afterwards picked him up. On his being 
^sked, when safe on board, if he had gained the assist- 
ance of the oar, he replied, “«No, sir ; I did not knovy 
it the ^nenpy had all surrenderee) ; andl could not Ijear 
the idea of turning my back on an ^nen^y’$ vessel.”-* 
The Patriotic Fund rewarded this byav? felloyv wills 
forty pounds, ' 

•Qn the 25th of October, Lieutenant Foote, of his 
Majesty’s gun-brig Hannah, y^ry gallantly defended thajt 
vessel sgaipst a Spanish, pjiv^teer of fopr gups aiyj 
seventy men, but, unfortunately, without success. Ber- 
ing off Cabaritta Point, Lieutenant Foptq discovered, 9 . 
fat ine- tigged vessel in tjie ipkidje pf tbc gut, a fc\y 
miles to leeward, of him, towing a merchantman towards 
the §p%i\ish coast, and conceiving it to be his duty Uf 
ffigain fyer, he madp all sail after hir^, and coming with- 
in gup- shot, perceived she was a large three-piasted 
Spanish priyaleey, of much superior force to thp gun- 
boat. therefore, affcer exchanging a few shot, and 
Ending she knew h,er t superiority, by cabling off the toy, 
tacking after lpa># endeavoured to escape. Shp 
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soon, however, got so close as to do execution with her 
grape; and the Hannah r s ammunition being nearly ex- 
pended, Lieutenant Foote determined to try the event 
by boarding her, but on coming alongside, such a num- 
ber of men jumped into the gun-boat, as obliged him 
to act on the defensive. After fighting on the deck 
about ten minutes, he looked around, and saw scarcely 
an Englishman standing, and another privateer coating 
close up. He, therefore, determined to save the lives 
of the few brave fellows that were leTt, by striking the 
British flag ; and, after the surrender, he was carried 
to the town of Tarissa. 

We shall conclude this chapter, with the following 
abstract statement of the British naVal force at the close 
of t he year 1 806' : — 



Line. 

50*s. 

Frig.' 

Ships. 

G.B. 

Tot. 

In Commission ........ 

133 

13) 

163 

190 

266 

755 

Receiving Ships 

.... 0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Serviceable and repairing 

.... o 

0 

0 

6 

o 

0 

In Ordinary. 

.... 50 

1$ 

& 

50 

i’2 

183 

Building . . 

.... 37 

'0 

$2 

39 

■7 

115 

Totals. . 

..... 2<W 

32 

247, 

279 

285 

1063 
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1807. 


" Capture of C uracoa — Passage of the Dardanelles — Destruc- 
tion of the Turkish squadron, by Sir Sidney Smith — Loss of the 
Ajax — Naval action between the Turks and Russians — Trial of 
Sir Home Popham— Failure of the Buenos Ayres expedition — 
Hostility of the Americans — ‘Action between the Leander and 
Chesapeak — Copenhagen expedition — Capture of Heligoland— 
Declaration against Denmark — Ditto against Russia — Affairs 
of Portugal— Fate of Sir Thomas Troubridge — Loss of the. 
Canges — Minor occurrences. 

THE commencement of the year 1 807 was marked by 
one of the most brilliant achievements of the war. The 
reader will immediately be aware, that we allude to the 
conquest of Curacoa, by the gallant Captain Bris- 
bane, of whom we had the pleasure of recording a bril- 
liant instance of exalted heroism, in the preceding 
chapter. 

After he had secured the Pomona, fhe Spanish frigate 
which he had captured, and taken her to Jamaica, he 
was dispatched, by the commander in chiefs with a 
squadron of frigates, consisting of the Arethusa, Latona, 
Anson, and Fis'guard, to reconnoitre the Island of Cura- 
coa, and to ascertain, if possible, whether the inhabi- 
tants were disposed towards an alliance with this 
country. 

It was on the 1st of January 1807, that this little 
squadron arrived off Curacoa. No orders whatever 
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had been gifen to attack this island; but, having per- 
fectly ascertained the situation of the place. Captain 
Brisbane formed a plan for carrying it by a coup de main; 
and, impacting his intention to the respective captains 
under him, with a zeal for the service, which would have 
done honour to the character of a Nelson, taking the 
sole responsibility of the act upon himself, he led his 
squadron into the harbour, inclose order of battle, pass- 
ing the formidable line of sea batteries, by which Us en- 
trance was protected, and came to an anchor. It is well 
deserving of remark, that, previously to this, and un- 
known to their officers, the men, participating in- the 
spirit ef their gallant leader, had arranged themselves for 
attack ; and, when beat to quarters, they were found 
with the words, u Victory or Death,” chalked upon their 
caps. As an additional stimulus. Captain Brisbane in- 
stantly put on his dress uniform, and proceeded as we 
have already stated . — u The harbour,” as Captain Bris- 
bane describes it, in his official letter, “ was defended 
by regular fortifications, of two tier of guns, Fort A * 
sterdam alone consisting of sixty-six pieces of cannon ; 
the entrance only fifty yards wide, athwart which was 
the Dutch frigate Hatslar, of 36 guns, and Surinam, of 
25, with two large schooners of war, one commanded by a 
Dutch commodore. A chain of forts was on Misieburg's 
commanding height ; and that almost impregnable for- 
tress, Forte Republique, within the distance of grape 
shot, enfilading thfe whole harbour.*' 

The enemy were panic-struck at such unexpected 
gallantry, and all was confusioh. The pacific notifica- 
tion of Captain Brisbane — that the British squadron was 
there to protect, not to conquer; to preserve the inha- 
bitants their lives, liberty, and property — not being at- 
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tended to, a severe and destructive cannonade com- 
menced ; the frigate, sloop, and schooners were carried 
by boarding ; and the lower forts, and the citadel and 
town of Amsterdam, were taken by storm. AH this wa» 
accomplished in only three quarters of an hour. In 
the progress of ibis service. Captain Brisbane, the hero 
of the scene, seemed to “ ride upon the whirlwind to 
direct the storm.'* He was the first man who boarded 
the Hatslar frigate, that lay athwart the harbour. He 
pulled the Dutch colours down with his own hands ; 
and then, followed by about four-and-twenly men, be 
instantly proceeded to the shore, where he also was the 
first man at the storming of Fori Amsterdam, the co- 
lours of which be likewise struck w ith his own hands. 
The latter achievement will appear the more extraordi- 
nary, w hen it is stated, that the fort was garri^pned by 
two hundred and seventy-five regular troops. As seon 
as he had got possession. Captain Brisbane made his way 
to the governor, and told him, that precisely five minutes 
were flowed for him to decide upon surrendering. 
The governor requested half an hour, alledging, that 
a shorter time would not sate his head in Holland . Cap- 
tain Brisbane pulled out his watch, and assented to the 
time required. At the expiration of the half hour, he 
entered the council-chamber, where the governor and 
council w'ere assembled, and enquired whether they had 
snade up their minds to surrender the island and its de- 
pendencies to the crown of Britain. The governor 
immediately presented a paper, containing the follow- 
ing preliminary articles of capitulation, placing the 
idand in the possession of his Majesty ; to the whole of 
which, with one exception, Cuplaid Brisbane agreed. 
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Curacoa, January 1 , 1307. 

Preliminary Articles of the Capitulation agreed 
.•nbyC. Brisbane, E<q. senior officer of his Majesty’* 
ships at Curacoa, and his Excellency P. J. Changuion, 
governor of that place. 

Art. I. The Fort Republique shall immediately ho 
surrendered to the British force; the garrison shaft 
tnarch out with the honours of war, lay down their arms, 
and become prisoners of war. An*. Granted. 

II. The Dutch garrison of Curacoa shall be prisoners 
of war, and by his Britannic Majesty 'Cfnt to Holland, 
not to serve this war before they shall be regularly ex- 
changed ; and for the due performance of this Article 
the officers pledge their word of honour. An*. 
Granted. 

III. The same terms, as in the above Article, are 
granted to the officers and people of the Dutch men ct 
war. Ans. Granted. 

IV. All the civil officers may remain at their respec- 
tive appointments, if they think proper; and those who 
choose, shall be sent by his Britannic Majesty to Hol- 
land. Ans. Granted. 

V. The burgher*, merchants, planters, and other In- 
habitants, without difference of colour or opinion, 
shall be respected in their persons and property, provide 
ed they take the oath of allegiance to his Britannic Ma- 
jesty. Ans. Granted, neutral property being respected. 

VI. All the merchant vessels, with their cargoes, in 
the harbour, of whatever nation they belong to, *halt Be 
in the possession of their proper owners. Ans. Not 
granted. 

VII. A definitive Capitulation shall be signed upon 
this basis in Fori Amsterdam. Ans. Granted. 

a 2 
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By leu o’clock, ihe British flag was hoisted on Fori 
Kepublique ; the whole of the island, defended by 1,200 
militia, besides a considerable number of regular trOops, 
having been reduced, and brought into the quiet posses- 
sion of the English, by a force not exceeding 800 effec- 
tive men, in less than four hours. The splendour of 
this achievement, might well excite the astonishment of 
the commander in chief ; who, it is said, had calculated, 
that no less a force than ten sail of the line, and 10,000 
land forces would be necessary for the capture of the 
idand which had been thus subdued by a mere handful 
of men. , % 

Vice-admiral Dacres, in his official dispatches an- 
nouncing the event to Government, thus handsomely 
expressed his approbation of the gallant conduct of tbc 
captors: — *• Whilst I contemplate the immense strength 
of the harbour of Amsterdam, and the superior force 
contained in its different batteries opposed to the en- 
trance of the frigates, I know not how sufficiently to 
admire the decision of- Captain Brisbane in attempting 
the harbour, and the determined bravery and conduct 
displayed by himself, the other three captains, and all 
the officers and men under his command ; and is an- 
other strong instance of the cool and determined bravery 
of British seamen/’ 

List of killed and wounded on board his Majesty’s 
squadron on this occasion : 

Arethus*— 2 seamen killed, 5 seamen wounded. 
Latona— 1 seaman killed, 2 seamen wounded. 

Anson— None killed, 7 seamen wounded. 

Fisgard — None killed, none wounded. 

Total— 3 seamen killed, 14 seamen wotfnded. 
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^List of killed and wounded on board the Hatslar frigate, 
Surinam sloop, and Flying-fish schooner : 
Hatslar— C. J. Evertz, commandant, killed ; G. B. Z. 
Gerond, second purser, ditto ; A. Graaf, chief mate v 
bidly wounded; J. J. N. Giblesperd, steward, 
killed; William Maumbers, seaman, ditto; Henrey 
Driel, seaman, ditto. 

Surinam— *• Jan Van Nes, captain, dangerously wounded; 
Jean Baptiste, lieutenant, ditto ; G. B. Biltner, mki- 
shipman> ditto ; Arend Arens, seaman, ditto ; Ferdi- 
nand Ballatin, seaman ditto, (since dead). 
Fiving-fish— G. H. V. A. Hinget, gunner, dead; M. S. 

Giblesperd, seaman, wounded. 

* Immediately after the capture. Captain Brisbane pro- 
ceeded to disarm the militia-** most politic measure, 
considering the very slender state of the British force^- 
and to administer, to the inhabitants of the island, the 
oath of allegiance to his Britannic Majesty. The Dutch 
governor having lefused tp take that oath. Captain Bris- 
bane constituted himself his successor, pro tempore , an£ 
assumed the functions of government'accordingly. 

The next event which we have to notice was Jes§ 
glorious, and less advantageous in its result. — At the 
dose ot 1806, Admiral Sir Thomas Louis had been ap- 
pointed to cruise off the Dardanelles; the intriguing po- 
litics of France having rendered it necessary most closely 
to watch the roovemenlsoflhe Forte, whose proceeding* 
wfere exceedingly suspicious. The Canopu*, of 84 
guns. Rear Admiral Ltniis, the Emfymion, ot4lgun*, 
and another frigate, were stationed directly opposite the 
Grand Seignior** seraglio; and the Thunderer, of 7k* 
guns, with the Standard, of 64, and two frigate*, werth 
R3 
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anchored to command the passage of the Dardanelles. 
About this time a Russian frigate, from the Mediter- 
ranean, passed the Dardanelles, without molestation 
from the Turkish batteries; but Sebastrani, the French 
ambassador, remonstrated violently against this circum- 
stance. Mr. Arbuthnot, however, the British envoy, 
gave in such a representation of the business, as, for a 
time, fully satisfied the Turkish government. 

At length the intrigues of France gained the ascen- 
dant ; the conduct of the Porte became more and more 
suspicious; such of the British subjects at Constantinople 
as could be brought of, were received on board of our 
squadron ; and it was found necessary to resort to inti- 
midating, if not to actually hostile measures. ^ 

To convey to the reader a correct idea of the subse-; 
quant proceeding, we must enter into some details of 
considerable length; but, first, we shall present a slight 
outline, or general narrative, as furnished by the follow- 
ing journal of a gentleman who was on board cf the 
Standard at the time : 

“ We sailed from Constantinople on the ?9tb of 
January 1807, between the hours of ten and eleven 
o'clock at night, in flis Majesty’* ship the Endymion, 
Captain Capel ; and such was the hurry, in which we 
went off, that both her cables were cut : we cauied easy 
sail all the night, and anchored the following evening at 
Galipoli ; on the morning of the 3lst w e sailed, for the 
Dardanelles, and parsing Point Pe^quin, where th$* 
Turkish beet was anchored, we saluted the Caplaia 
Pacha, whose Hag was tiding in *a frigate of 36 guns^ 
and which returned our salute gun for gun. Soon after,, 
we passed the straits of Sestos and Abidos, where we 
kited the castle* according to custpm, and had the 
5 > 
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lute returned. We anchored about two or three miles, 
below Abidos, when we joined Sir Thomas Louis, in 
the Canopus, together with the Thunderer and Standard 
line of battle ships; here all the British subjects who 
were brought away from Constat inople, by the ambas- 
sador, were distributed on board the several ships of 
war, and I was embarked in the Standard, Captain 
Thomas Harvey. About four o’clock, P. M. of thfc 
same day, the squadron weighed, and dropt to the en- 
trance of the Hellespont, and remained there until the 
following morning, first February, *hen we weighed^ 
again, and anchored off the island of Tenedos soon 
after. ’ - 

* On the 6th Of February the Active frigate arrived , 
from Malta, with the intelligence of the arrival ai that, 
place of Sir John Duckworth, having the command of* 
five sail of the line and two bombs, and of their intend- 
ing speedily to join us. Oathe 8th February, the 
Glatton man of war arrived from Smyrna, having on . 
board the English gentlemen and their families, who* 
bad left that place by orderrof the ambassador. On the 
10th February, in tbe forenoon, the squadron under the 
Orders of Sir John Duckworth joined as, consisting of • 
the Royal George and Windsor Castle, three deckers, . 
thePomp£e, Admiral Sir Sidney Smith, the Repulse 
and Ajax, two-deckers,* and -the Lucifer and Meteor^ , 
bombs. On the -1 1th February,, in the morning, the 
whole fleet weighed, and stood for the entrance. Of the 
Dardanelles, but tbe wind not being fair, we mere 
obliged to anchor off Cape Janissary. The Glatton with 
k convoy of merchant ships, which she brought from 
Smyrna, remained at anehbr off Tenedos. Nothing of 
consequence transpired ip the fleet till on 4 be* night ' 
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of the I4lh of February, when signals of distress were 
made by tfie Ajax, and presently after she was per* 
ceived to be on fire. The rapidity of the flames was 
such, that in less than a quarter of an hour the whole 
ship was one entire blaze. She then parted her cables, 
and drifted on the island of Tenedos, where she was en- 
tirely consumed. Notwithstanding every possible assis- 
tance was atforded to the Ajax, by the ships of the 
squadron, more than three hundred and fifty men pe- 
rished in the darner or met a watery grave. 

u On the 19ih February, the wind being fair, the Ad- 
•ftoiral made the signal, at day>break, for the whole fleet 
to weigh, and shortly after the whole squadron stood for 
the entrance of the Dardanelles, in line of battle, as fol- 
lows: Canopus, Sir Thomas Louis, led the van; Re- 
pulse; Royal George, Sir John Duckworth; Windsor- 
Castle; Standard, having the Meteor bomb in tow; 
Pompde, Sir Sidney Smith; Thunderer, having the Lu- 
cifer bomb in tow ; and the End yen ion and Active fri- 
gates following. Our ship, and the Thunderer and 
Active frigates were previously put under the orders of 
Sir Sidney Smith, and had consequently hoisted thf 
blue ensign. As soon as the leading ship was abroad 
of the first castles, they opened a brisk fire upon it, and 
eontinued so, as each ship passed in succession, until the 
squadron was through. Not a single gun w as fired by 
our line of battle ships at the first castles; the Lucifef 
and Meteor bomb threw a few shells at them ; a heavy 
discharge of cannon also was continued upon us from 
some batteries erected on the heights of the European 
coast of the Hellespont. The van ship of the line having 
leached the castles of Sestos and Abidos, a most Ue* 
toendotts cannonade was opened upon them, which w a% 
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briskly returned by each ship in her turn. Wemex* 
came to a Turkish fleet, which was anchored off Point 
Pesquin, and covered by a mud battery ot thirty*seven 
guns; it consisted of a line of battle ship, and eleven 
other ships of war, including frigates, corvettes, brigs, 
and gun-boats. Our van ships exchanged shots with 
the Turkish fleet as well as with the battery of Point 
Pesquin* and having passed, anchored about three or 
four miles above: the Point. On our coming abreast of 
the enemy's fleet the fcjgnal Was ma!de by Sir Sidney 
Smith to the ships of his division to engage it, and pre- 
sently after the Pompee, Thunderer, and Standard, an- 
chored within shot of them, the Active continuing under 
•sail. Our ship anchored in the midst of the Turkish 
fleet, and within three hundred yards of the battery 
of Point Pesquin ; we continued a close engagement 
with the enemy for three-quarters of an hour, when'thfe 
Turkish ships of war cut their cables, and drifted on 
.shore; our fl ring also flanked the batteries, the Turks 
could not stand to their guns, and made off with the 
greatest precipitation. Such also of the crew of the 
Turkish fleet as could make off, got on shore ; the rest 
were taken out by our men, and landed on the Point* 
after which the ships w ere set on Are, and dll of (her! 
blown up, except a cdrvelte, which was left at the straits 
of Point Pesquin in charge of the Active frigate. The 
loss on our side wa9 very trifling, when compared with 
the arduous task which we had to perform, or the 
slaughter on the part of theTuiks. Stone shot of be- 
tween the weight of 700 and SOOlbs. were discharged at 
as from all the Turkish castles, and several struck our 
ships, but the damage was trifling. Our Ship received 
qo damage from the large shot of the castles, but was 
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the greatest sufferer of any, having been materially da- 
maged in her masts and rigging. 

u The Turkish fleet having thus been destroyed, and 
the guns of the battery of Point Pesqain spiked, our 
next care was to repair our damage, which having done, 
vve were again under weigh, and ready for action at 
four o’clock in the afternoon. 

t€ It is to be observed, that the Standard’s boat, 
w'hich was dispatched with Captain Nichol’s, of the 
Royal Marines, had the honou%of carrying off the Cap- 
tain Pacha’s flag, which continued flying until it was 
-struck by Captain Nichol’s himself, 

•* Having now joined the Admiral in Chief, and the 
signal for weighing being made to the ships which were 
anchored with him, the whole squadron sailed, and 
xtood for Constantinople, with a very strong fair wind, 
but not having carried much sail during the night, and 
the wind lessening next day, we reached the Prince’s 
islands with difficulty that night, where we anchored. 
During our stay at this anchorage, the Admiral having 
obtained information that the Turks had thrown troops 
.and guns on the island of Proti, near which the fleet 
.was anchored, and on which the only habitation exist- 
ing is a Greek monastery, inhabited by a few monks 
imd nun«. Orders were issued for boats manned and 
armed, to drive the Turks away, and tor the Repulse to 
weigh and cover their landing. The Turks as soon as 
they saw the boats coming, to<*k to their boat, anil made 
off; our men landed, and brought off i he cannon which 
were on the island. On the evening of the same day 
the Admiral got information, that some Turks that 
cou|c| not effect their ercape in the morning, had taken 
refuge in a monastery. Several boats w ere imipediateljf 


Digitized by Google 



OR, REGISTER OP NAVAf. ACTIONS. 59 

manned and armed, and sent on shore; an attack was 
accordingly made on the monastery, but the Turks be- 
ing expert rifle-men, picked off our men as they ad- 
vanced, and such was the slaughter, that they were 
obliged to retreat, leaving the dead bodies on the island* 
Captain Kent, of the Royal Marines, belonging to the 
Canopus, and Lieutenant Belisle, of the Royal George, 
were killed ; several men also lost* their lives, and se* 
veral officers and men were wounded. Thus the Turks 
were suffered to enjoy their victory, no attempt being 
made after to drive them away.' On the 21st at day- 
break, I was despatched to Constantinople in a flag of 
4fuce, with letters for the Turkish Government, from 
the Admiral in Chief and the Ambassador. In our way 
to the harbour we stopped a boat with two Greeks h\ 
it, who informed us that the greatest bustle prevailed in 
the city, and that great warlike preparations were going 
on; that the greatest tranquillity prevailed in it until the 
20lh, at nine o’clock in the morning, when a Turkish 
brig of war which saw the British fleet pass the Dar- 
danelles, cut her cables, and brought the intelligence to 
the Porte. We remained negociating with the Porte 
till the first of March, and the signal having been made 
for sailing, we weighed and stood tacking off and on 
the coast of the Seven' Towers until night f after dark, 
we shaped our course for the Dardanelles. On the 2d 
of March, in the evening, the signal for anchoring be- 
iifg made, the squadron dropped anchor accordingly 
three or four miles above Point Pesquin, where it re- 
mained till next morning, 3d March, when we all again 
made sail, and stood for the straits of the Dardanelles; 
previous to our weighing anchor, the Turkish corvette 
which was left at Point Pesquin in charge of the Active 


Digitized by Google 



60 


TUB BRITISH TRIDENT; 


frigate, was gfven to a few Turkish prisoners, and sTie 
hoisted Turkish colours. As soon as the squadron got 
within shot of the battery of Point Pesquin, the Turks 
commenced firing upon us, and continued a well-di- 
rected fire, until the whole squadron was through, our 
ship returning a very brisk cannonade; the castles of 
Sestes and Abidos, as well as the batteries we passed, 
successively engaged with u«, until we were beyond 
the reach of their guns, and we anchored off Cape 
Janissary. 

41 When we were abreast of the castle of Sestos, we 
received a stone shot weighing 110 pounds, six feet 
eight inches in circumference, and two feet tw>o inches 
in diameter; it entered our lower deck, killed five 
people outright ; and having set fire to the salt boxes, 
which were on the deck for immediate use, caused an 
explosion which wounded forty-sewn men. The alarm 
being given of the ship's being on fire, several of the 
men jumped overboard, and were never more heard of. 
Some of the other ships of the fleet also received large 
&one shots; the Windsor Castle in particular had her 
mainmast shivered to pieces by one of them. On (he 
7th of March, in the morning, we were joined in the 
roads of Tenedos by a Russian fleet of seven sail of the 
line, all two deckers, and two frigates, under the orders 
of Vice-Admiral ChecbaufF, and Rear-Admiral Creig. 

“.I embarked the 10th March, on board the Windsor 
Castle, Captain Boyles, going to Malta to repair her 
damage, and sailed the 12ih March, in the morning, 
leaving the rest of the Euglish squadron, together with 
the Russian fleet, at anchor in the roads of Tenedos. 
On the 20lh March, at twelve o’clock at noon, we an* 
chored in the harbour of Malta,” 
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. After the above, it becomes necessary to lay before 
(he reader the substance of Admiral Duckworth's offi- 
cial dispatches on the subject, which will be found in 
the following extracts 

“ Royal George, off Constantinople, Feb . 21, 1807. 

u A quarter before nine o’clock, A. M. (Feb. 19th) the 
^rhole of the squadron had passed the outer castles, 
without having returned a shot to their fire (which oc- 
casioned but little injury). Thi3 forbearance was pro- 
duced by the desire his Majesty’s minister expressed to 
preserve every appearance of amity, that he might ne- 
gotiate with the strongest proof of the pacific disposition „ 
of our Sovereign towards the Porte ; a second battery 
on the European side, fired also with as little effect. At 
half past nine o’clock, the Canopus, which, on account of 
Sir Thomas Louis’s knowledge of the channel, joined Jo 
the steady gallantry which I had before experienced, 
had been appointed to lead, entered the narrow passage 
of Sestos and Abidos, and sustained a very heavy can- 
nonade from both castles, within point blank shot of 
each. They opened their fire upon our ships, as they 
continued to pass in succession, although 1 was happy 
-in observing, that the very spirited return it met with 
had so considerably diminished its force, that the effect 
on the sternmost ships could not have been so severe. 

u Immediately to the N. E- of the castles, and between 
them and Point Pesquies, in which a formidable battery 
had been newly erected, the small squadron [of one 64 
gun ship, and five frigates; all Turkish] which I have 
alluded to, were at anchor. The van division of our 
squadron gave them their broadsides as they passed, and 
Sir Sydney Smith with his division closed into the 
midst ; and the effect of the Are was such, that in half 
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an hour the Turks had all cut their cables to run on 
shore. The object of the Rear Admiral was then to 
destroy them, which was most rapidly effected ; as in 
less than four hours the whole of them had exploded, 
except a small corvette, and a gun* boat which it was 
thought proper to preserve. I inclose to your Lord- 
ship a statement of their number; and vyhen I add also 
an account of the loss his Majesty’s ships have sustained, 
I cannot help expressing my satisfaction that we have 
suffered so slightly ; as had any of their stone shot, 
some of which exceed eight hundred weight, made such 
a breach between wind and water, as they have done in 
our sides^the ship must have sunk ; or had they struck 
a lower mast in the centre, it must evidently have been 
cut in two ; in the rigging too, no accident occurred 
than' was not perfectly arranged in the course of the 
next day. The sprit-sail yard of the Royal George, 
the gaft of the Canopus, and the main top-sail yard of 
the Standard, are the only spars that were injured. 

“ The battery on the Point, of more than 30 guns', 
Which had it been completely finished, was in a posi- 
tion to have annoyed the squadron most severely in pas- 
sing, was taken possession of by the Royal Marines and 
boats’ crews of the rear-division ; the Turks having re- 
tired at their approach} and the guns were immediately 
spiked. This service was performed under the direc- 
tion of Captain Nicbolls, of the Standard’s marines. 

(t At a qaarter past five, P. M. the squadron was en- 
abled to make sail ; and on the evening of the next 
day, the 20th, came to anchor, at ten o’clock, near the 
Prince’s islands, about eight miles from Constantinople, 
when I dispatched Captain Cape!, in the Endymion, to 
anchor near the town, if the wind, which was light. 
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would permit the ship to stem the current ; to convey 
the Ambassador's dispatches to the Sublime Porte in th? 
morning, by a flag of truce; but he found it impracti- 
cable to get wiihin four miles, and consequently an- 
chored at half-past eleven o'clock, P. M. 

Royal George , without the Dardanelles , 
March 6, 1807. 

“ Ilad it been then in our power, we should have 
taken our station off the town immediately, but as that 
could not be done from the rapidity ol the current, L 
was rather pleased than otherwise, with the position we 
had been forced to take ; for in the conferences be- 
tween his Majesty's minister, Mr. Arbuthnot, and the 
Captain Pacha, of the particulars of which, your Lord- 
ship is in possession, it was promised by Mr. Arbuth~ 
not, that even when the squadron had arrived before 
Constantinople, the door to pacification should remain 
open, and th^t he would be willing to negociate on 
terms of equality and justice. In consideration of this 
promise, and as it would convince the Porte of his Ma- 
jesty's earnest desire to preserve peace, as well as pos- 
sess her ministers with a confidence of the sincerity of 
our professions, it was the opinion of Mr. Arbuthnot, in 
which I concurred, that it was fortunate we had an- 
chored at a little distance from the capita), as a nearer 
approach might have given cause for suspicion and 
alarm, and have cut off the prospect of an amicable ad- 
justment of the differences which had arisen. 

“ At noon, of the ‘21st, Ysan Bey, a minister of the 
Porte, came off; from whose expressions Mr. Arbulh- 
not thought it impossible not to believe, that in t lie 
head of the government (for in the present instancy 
1 2 
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every circumstance proved, that between him and 
the armed populace, a great distinction is to be made) 
there really existed a sincere desire for peace; and the 
negociation was carried on, as will appear by the docu- 
ments transmitted to your Lordship, tilt the * 2*7 th ; but 
from the tooment of our anchorage, till we weighed, on 
the morning of the 1st of March, such was the unfor- 
tunate state of the weather, that it was not at any time 
in our power to have occupied a situation, which would 
have enabled the squadron to commence offensive ope- 
rations against Constantinople, On Sunday the 22d> 
alone, for a few hours, the breeze was sufficient to have 
stemmed the current where we were placed; but such 
was the rapidity on shore, where the Endymion was at 
anchor, that Captain C3pel thought it very doubtful 
whether the squadron could have obtained an anchorage, 
though it had been in preparative readiness, by signal, 
from day- break; but the peculiar unsettled state of the 
weather, and the minister's desire that I should give a 
few hours for an answer to his letter, through Ysan Bey, 
prevented me from trying. Before five o'clock, P. M. 
it was nearly calm; and in the evening the wind was en- 
tirely from the eastward, and continued light airs or 
calms till the evening of the 28th, when it blew fresh 
from the N. E. and rendered it impossible to change 
our position. 

“ The strength of the current from the Bo6phorus, 
with the circuitous eddies of the Port, rendered it 
impracticable to place ships for an attack without a com- 
manding breeze ; which, during the ten days I was off 
the town, it was not my good fortune to meet with. 

99 I now' come to the point of explaining to your 
Lordship the motives which fixed me to decide on re* 
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passing Che channel of the Dardanelles, and relinquish* 
iog every idea of attacking the capital ; and I feel Con- 
fident that it will require no argument to convince your 
Lordshipof the utter impracticability of our force having, 
made an y impression, as at this time the whole line of 
the coast presented a chain of batteries ; twelve Turk- 
ish line of battle ships, two of them three* deckers, with 
nine frigates, were with their sails bent, and apparently 
in readiness, filled with troops ; add to this, near two 
hundred thouaandjwere said to be in Constantinople, to 
inarch against the Russians; besides there was an in- 
numerable quantity of small craft, with boats ; and lire 
vessels had been prepared to act against us. With the 
batteries alone we might have coped, or with the Ships, 
could we have got them out of their strong hold; but 
your Lordship will be aware, that after combating the op- 
position which the resources of an empire had been many 
weeks employed in preparing, toe should have been in 
no state to have defended ourselves against them as des- 
cribed, and then repass the Dardanelles. Tknow it was 
my duty, in obedience to your Lordship’s orders, to at- 
tempt every thing (governed by the opinion of the am- 
bassador) that appeared within the compass of possibi- 
lity ; but When the unavoidable sacrifice of the squadron> 
committed to ray charge, (which must have arisen had I 
waited for a wind* to have enabled me to cannonade the 
town, unattended by the remotest chance of obtaining 
any advantage for his Majesty's service) must have been 
the consequence of pursuing that object, it at once be- 
came may positive duty, however wounded in pride and 
' ambition, to relinquish it ; and il l had been already sa* 
\tisfied on the subject, the increased opposition in the 
Dardanelles would have convinced me I had done rigUj 
F 3 
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when I resolved on the measure as indispensably neces- 
sary. I therefore weighed with the squadron, on the 
morning of the 1st, and as it had been reported that the 
Turkish fleet designed to make an effort against us, to 
give them an opportunity, if such was really their inten- 
tion, 1 continued so stand on and off during the day, 
but they shewed no disposition to move. I therefore, 
as every hour was of importance, bore up at dusk- with 
the squadron ; we arrived off Boint Fesquies towards 
the evening of the 2d instant ; but the day-light 
would not admit of our attempting to pass the castles, 
and the squadron came to anchor for the night: we 
weighed in the morning ; and, when I add that every 
ship was in safely outside of the passage, about noon, it 
is not without the most lively sense of the good fortune 
that has attended us. 

“ The Turks had been occupied. unceasingly in add- 
ing to the number of their forts; some had been already 
completed, and others were in a forward state. The 
\fire of the two inner castles had, on .our going up, been 
severe;* but I am sorry to say, the effects they had on 
our ships, returning, has proved them to be doubly 
formidable v in short, had they been allowed another 
week fb'Complete their defences throughout the channel*, 
it would have been a very doubtful print, whether a re- 
turn lay open to us at all. The manner in which they 
employed the interval of our absence has proved their 
as^rluity. I transmit to yoty Lordship, an account oi 
the damages sustained by the respective ships; as also^ 
their loss in killed and wounded* which your Lordship, 
will perceive is far from trifling. The main mast of the 
Windsor Castle being more than three quarters cut 
through, by a granite shot of eight hundred weight, we 
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have found great difficulty in saving it. I have the 
honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. T. Duckworth. 

Abstract of the killed and wounded on board his Ma- 
jesty’s ships, under the orders of Vice-Admiral Sir John 
Thomas Duckworth, K. B. in forcing the passage of th^ 
Dardanelles, on the 19th of February, at the attack of 
Prota, the 27 th; and on returning through the Dar- 
danelles, on the Sd of March, 1807 : 

Total. — 1 Officer, 33 seamen, killed; 10 officers, 
3 petty officers, l69 seamen, wounded ; 4 seamen miss- 
ing, from the Standard ; — 1 officer, 7 privates of ma- 
rines, killed ; 4 officers, 2 non-commissioned officers, 33 
privates of marines, wounded. 

Grand total.— <42 killed, 235 wounded, and 4 missing. 

The failure of this expedition was the subject of much 
conversation; and it was at one time generally under- 
stood, either that Sir John Duckworth would be brought 
to a court-martial by Government, or that he would 
himself demand a trial of that nature, in order that bis 
conduct might be exhibited through a correct medium. 

Whether any state reasons intervened, to render such 
an investigation impolitic ; whether his Majesty’s pre- 
sent ministers approved of Sir John Duckworth’s conduct;, 
and whether Sir John rested satisfied with such. appro* 
bation, if given, are points to which we are wholly incom? 
petent to speak. His conduct was never before im- 
peached by any party or set of men ;.but certain it is, that 
the friends of the late ministers most vociferously insisted, 
that their orders, respecting the proceedings of the 
squadron before Constantinople, were not obeyed. 

There is a circumstance relating to this expedition,, 
which must attract the notice of every person. There 
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were no land forces on board . How is this to be account* 
ed for? Was it an oversight, or was it expected that 
the Turks would accede to the-terms of the English, im- 
mediately that they should be proposed? If there had 
been a sufficient number of troops on board of the squa- 
dron, they might have been landed in detachments; and. 
as. the forts of the Dardanelles were unprotected on the 
land side, they might have been thus speedily demo- 
lished, or at least have been rendered incapable of in- 
juring any ship which might attempt the passage. The 
ca>t!es of Sestos and Abydos were particularly deserv- 
ing of attention in this respect. The advantages which* 
would have resulted from such a mode of proceeding: 
mast have been obvious to every one. Had the fort* 
which piotect the passage of the Dardanelles been dis- 
mantled, Sir John Duckworth’s squadron might have re- 
mained in the sea of Marmora as long as he had 
pleased; and might also have been in the constant and 
regular receipt of such supplies and reinforcements as 
it should have been deemed expedient to send. Thus, 
the expedition must , ultimately, have experienced a fa- 
vourable termination. 

It is not a little {remarkable, that so interesting and- 
important a document as Sir Sidney Smith’s report to- 
Sir John Duckworth, concerning his successful attack 
upon the Turkish squadron,' already alluded to, should 
not have been officially given to the public.^ Convinced; 
however, that it must materially lend to the gratifica- 
tion of our readers, and that it will he considered as an 
act of justice to those individuals whose merits seem to 
have been overlooked by the higher powers, although so 
property noticed and recommended by their immediate' 
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and heroic chief, we have with some difficulty procured 
the following authentic copy of this report : — 

His Majesty’s ship Pomp(e y within the Dardanelles) 
February 20, 1807. 

u Sir,— In reporting to you the entirecompletion of the 
service you were pleased to order should be executed by 
the rear division under ray immediate direction, [ need 
not inform you that the ships were anchored in the 
thick of the Turkish squadron, and in close action with 
them, as you must have observed it ; but as the inter- 
vention of the land after you passed the point, prevented 
your seeing the subsequent operations, it is my duty to 
acquaint you therewith. 

u The Turks fought desperately, like men determined 
to defend themselves and their ships as long as they 
could; but the superiority of our fire, within musket- 
shot, obliged them in half an hour to run on shore on 
Point Pesquies, or Nagara Burun. As the redoubt on 
the point continued to fire, also as the ships kept their 
colours up, and the part of their crews which had de- 
serted them remained armed on the beach, while a con- 
siderable body of Asiatic troops, both horse and foot, 
appeared on the hills, it was necessary to make an ar- 
rangement for boarding them, with some precaution ; at 
the same time, that it was of consequence to press them 
closely before they recovered from the impression and 
effect of our cannonade. A few shells from the Pom- 
p£e dispersed the Asiatics, and convinced them that we 
commanded the ground within our reach, and that they 
could not protect the green standard they had hoisted, 
which I caused to be brought off by Lieutenant Oates, 
of the Pompee marines, that they might not rally there 
again. The Standard's guns bearing best on the frigate® 
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on shore, I sent the Thunderer’s boats to that ship to be 
employed with her own, under the direction of Captain 
Harvey, making the signal to him to destroy the enemy’s 
ships in the N. E. The Active’s having been previ- 
ously made to follow and destroy a frigate, which had 
cut her cable to get from under the Thunderer's and 
Pomp^e’s fire, and ran on shore, on the European side, 
in the N. W. at the same time Lieutenant Seercroft, of 
the Pompee, was detached to take possession of the 
line of battle ship, on which the Thunderer’s and Pom- 
p£e’s guns could still bear, under (he protection like* 
wise of the. Repulse, which you had considerately sent 
to my aid; that officer brought me the captain and se* 
cond captain, the latter of whom was wounded, ajso the 
flag of the rear-admiral who had escaped -on shore, 
which I shall have the honour of presenting to you. The 
whole of the Turks were landed, in pursuance of your 
orders, including the wounded, with due attention to 
the sufferings of our misguided opponents, as I must 
call them, for the terra enemy does not seem applicable, 
considering their evident good disposition towards us 
nationally. The ship was then set on fire by the Re- 
pulse’s and Pompee’s boats, and completely destroyed. 

“ Captain Harvey, in making his report ter me of the 
conduct of 4h*e boats’ crews, under the command of 
Lieutenants Carter, Waller, and Colby, of his Majesty's 
ship Thunderer, and of the marines employed with them 
to board and burn the frigates and corvettes, under the 
command of Captain Nicolls, speaks in strong terms of 
the gallantry and ability of them all. The latter, whom 
I have long known to be an intelligent and enterprising 
officer, alter destroying the frigate bearing the flag of 
the Captain Pasha, which is preserved to be presented 
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to you, Sir, landed, and, profiling by (be consternation 
of the Turks, from the explosions on all sides of 4hem, 
the effects of which occasioned no small risk to him. 
Lieutenants Fynmore, Boileau, and the party, he enter- 
v the redoubt (the Turks retreating as he approached) 
set fire to the gabions, and spiked the guns, thirty-qne 
in number, eight of which are brass, carrying immense- 
ly large marble balls; as, however, the expected ex- 
plosion of the line of battle ship made it impossible for 
the boats to stay long enough to destroy them effectually 
with their carriages, or to level the parapets, the wicker 
of the gabions being too green to burn, I have directed 
Lieutenants Carrol and Arrabin, of his Majesty^ ship 
Pomp6e, and Lieutenant Lawrie, of the marines, to con- 
tinue on that service, with the Turkish corvette, and one 
gun-boat, which you willobserve by the return were not 
destroyed, and to act under the' protection and direction 
of Captain Mowbray, of his’ Majesty’s ship Active, 
whose name I cannot mention without expressing how 
highly satisfied I hm with Jhe able and gallant manner 
in which he executed my orders to stick to the frigate 
with which he wa£ more particularly engaged, and to 
destroy her. Captain Talbot placed his ship admirably 
well in support of the Pompde, thereby raking the line 
of battle ship and the frigate we were engaged with, 
when I made his signal to anchor, as the Pomp^e had 
previously done, under the directions I gave for that 
purpose to Captain Dacres, which were promptly and 
ably executed ; Mr. Ives, the master, applying his local 
knowledge and experience, as I had a right to expect 
from his long tried abilities, while Lieutenant Smith 
made my signals to the squadron in rapid succession, and 
.with precision. Captain Harvey merits my entire ap- 
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probation, for placing the Standard in the manner an 
which he did, and for completing the destruction of the 
others. Much as I must regret the loss of the Ajax* as 
a most efficient ship in my division, I have felt that loss 
to be in a great degree balanced,. by the presence of my 
gallant friend. Captain Blackwood, and the surviving 
officers and men, whose zeal in their voluntarry exer- 
tions on this occasion does them the highest credit ; in 
short, all the captains, officers and men concerned, me- 
rit that I should mention them in high terms to you. Sir, 
as their leader, whose example we humbly endeavoured 
to follow. The signal success that has attended the g£» 
neral exertion under your direction speaks more forcibly 
than words. 

" I have the honour to be, &c. 

•'(Signed) W. Sidnry Smith." 

Vice-Admiral Sir John Thomas Duckworth, K. B. 

A return of Turkish ships and vessels taken and des- 
troyed by a division of ships under the immediate .di- 
rection of Rear* Admiral Sir Sidney Smith, K. S. and 
orders of Vice-Admiral Sir John Thomas Duckworth, 
K. B. off Point .Pesquies, February 19, 1807. 

Burnt .— One line of battle ship, of sixty-four guns, 
four frigates, three corvettes, one brig* and two gun- 
boats. 

Taken possession of . — One corvette, one gun-boat. 

A return of killed and wounded on board a division 
of ships under the immediate direction of Rear-Admiral 
Sir William Sidney Smith, K. S. and orders of Vice-Ad- 
miral Sir John Thomas Duckworth, in forcing the 
passage of the Dardanelles, the subsequent engagement 
with, and destruction of the Turkish squadron anchored 
off Point Pesquies, the 19 lh February, 1807. 
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Standard. — Captain T. t Harvey ; Mr. William Shoe- 
bridge, boatswain, wounded; five men wounded. 
Pom p^e.— Captain &. Dacres^ five men wounded. 
Thunderer. — Captain J -Talbot ; Lieutenant S. Waller, 
wounded ; four men killed, and thirteen wounded. 
Endyraion.— -Captain Hon. T.B. CapeL No returns* 
Active.-' -Captain R. H. Mo u bray. No returns. 

{Signed) W. Sidney Smith. 

' Comparative Hst of the number of guns belonging (o 
the Turks at Point P^squies (or Nagara Burun) within 
the Dardanelles,. and, those belonging to the rear divi- 
sion commanded by Sir Sidney Smith, which 'Continued 
•engaged till the iinal destruction of the Turkish squa- 
dron, then anchored to dispute the passage on the *J9Ut 
nf February, 1807, directed by Vice-Admiral Sir John 
Duckworth z 


Ships . 
Standard.. 
Pompde • • 
Thunderer 
Active . . 

Total .... 


Guns. 

,•.64 

80 

- 7 * 
.. 38 



Ships. thins. 

Redoubt 31 
One Ship of fr* 

One frigate 4-9 

Two do. of 3§ each ^ 72 
Oneof ............ 32 

One*corvette o f ..J. 22 
One do..... jg 

Two of 10 each .... 20 

One brig of g 

Two gun-boats of 1 each 2 


Total 3Q2 

British. 256 

Number of .guns in favour of the Turks ••«. 53 

VOL vx. Q 
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The loss of his Majesty's ship Ajax, already alluded 
1o, is thus related in a letter, from an officer in the squa- 
dron under Sir J. T. Duckworth ; 

•* Our force has lately experienced a diminution from 
an event which I now with grief relate to you. Valen- 
tine’s Day was, indeed, a sad one for the Unfortunate 
Ajax. At half-past nine on the evening of that day, 
the Ajax took fire in the bread- room, and in ten minutes 
she was in a general blaze from stem to stern ; the 
* wind blew fresh from the N. E. which prevented the 
boats of the ships to leeward from 'rendering any assis- 
tance ; but from those to windward, and near her, she 
was well enough supplied to save upward of 400 of her 
people ! and those may consider themselves as most 
providentially preserved, as it had blown a gale all the 
day, and for two or three days before, and fell moderate 
towards the evening— a continuance of the gale would 
probably have rendered all assistance impossible. The 
fire, it appears; had been for seme time (comparatively 
speaking,) kindling in the bread room before the alarm 
was given ; for when the first Lieutenant, and many 
others, broke open the door of the surgeon!*, cabin,, the 
after bulk head ■ was burst down by the accumulated 
flamefand smoke abaft it, and so rapidly made its pro- 
gress through the cock* pit, that it was with difficulty he 
could regain the ladder, and most of those who accom- 
panied him were suffocated in the attempt. On reach- 
ing the quarter deck he found the fire had out-ran him, 
and Captain QJackwood agreeing with him that she was 
'past all remedy, they both ran forward, (where the majo- 
rity of the. people were assembled, calling most piteous- 
ly on their God for that help they despaired of getting, 
although many boats were approaching them, so rapidly 
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did the (ire work its way forward) and leapt from the 
'sprit-sail-yard, when the Canopus's boat fortunately 
picked them up. At this time the boats were assembling 
under the ship's bows, and saved most who still clung 
to them t though many, naked, benumbed with cold, 
and pressed on by others, let go their hold and perished, 
as did every one who imprudently on the first alarm 
jumped overboard. The boats, however, cleared her 
bows, though many of them were in imminent danger 
of swamping, from the number of the poor creatures 
who were clinging to the gun-wales, and who were 
obliged to be forced off, and left to perish, for the safety 
of the rest. The ship burnt all night, and drifted on 
the island of Tenedos, where she blew up at five next 
morning, with a most awful explosions The unhappy 
sufferers- of her ward-room are. Lieutenant Rowe, 
Lieutenant Sibihorpe* Captain Boyd, of the Royal Ma- 
rines; Mr. O wen,. surgeon ; and Mr. Donaldson, mas- 
ter. The gunner, unhappy father ! had thrown one 
child overboard, which was saved ; but, going down 
fo«t another, perished in the flames-. Of forty-five mid- 
shipmen., of every description, about twenty are saved, 
A sonand a nephew of the late Captain Duff, and who 
were with him in the Mars when he gloriously fell in 
the.aclion- of Trafalgar, are among the survivors. Three . 
merchants of Constantinople wereon board, two per- 
ished;. also, a Gce>ek pilot. One! woman, out of three, 
saved herself by following her husband with a child in 
his arms down a rope, ffom thet jib-boom-end. The 
purser's Steward and his mate, and the cooper, are mis- 
sing, The occasion of the accident cannot, indeed, be 
ascertained; but that there was a light in the breads 
room when there ought not to be one, is certain. Seve* 
c 2 
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<ral of the people died after they were got on board the 
different ships, the rest Were distributed among the 
squadron.” 

Shortly after the return of Sir J. T. Duckworth through 
the passage of the Dardanelles, that place was again 
^destined to be the scene of naval action. On the 11th 
and 1 9th of June two engagements took place between 
the Turks and Russians*; the latter of which terminated 
with the loss of three Turkish ships of the Tine, and 
three frigates ; a circumstance which also led to the cap- 
ture of the island of Xenedos, by the Russians. As an 
article ,of some curiosity and interest, the official account 
of these actions, by the Russian Admiral Siniavin, is 
here worthy of preservation. 

'• On the 7 th of May,” says he, "eight Turkish ships 
of the line, six frigates and smaller vessels, with about 
fifty gun-boats, passed the straits of the Dardanelles, 
and steered towards Tenedos. Admiral Siniavin, for 
several reasons, got under sail with his squadron, con* 
sisting of ten ships of the line, and steered his course to- 
wards the island of Ymbro. The Turks, wishing to 
avail themselves of his absence for landing (heir troops 
upon the island of Tenedos, made two attempts for this 
purpose on the 8 th, when they were repulsed with great 
loss by a division of troops from the fortress, under the 
command of Major Gedeonow ; gf course they did not 
attempt to land a third time, but steered over to the coast 
of Natolia, and concealed themselves in the creeks. 

" On account of contrary winds, and a strong cur- 
rent, we could not make any attack on the Turkish fleet 
on the 8th or 9th ; but on the 10th, at two in the after- 
noon, the wind being favourable, an attack was deter- 
mined upon. However, our ships were scarcely got 
under weigh, when the Turks also t weighed anchor, and 
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attempted to gain the Dardanelles under full sail. Our 
ships pursued them to the mouth of the Straits, and can* 
nonaded them two hour? during their passage. The 
enemy’s ships were so precipitate in their flight, that 
three of them were stranded between the batteries and 
the promontory of Asia ; most of them were consider- 
ably damaged in their hull*, and had a number of killed. 

“ The Turks, having received a reinforcement of 
ships of war and frigates from Constantinople, made 
their appearance again on the other side of the Darda- 
nelles, on the 10th of June. They had now ten ships 
of the line, six frigates, and five smallerwessels ; among 
th$ former were three flag-ships, one of them a three- 
decker, carry ing the Captain Pacha's colours, and two 
others with an admiral’s flag. Near the island of Ym- 
bro, they cast anchor, and formed the line of battle. Jn 
consequence of contrary winds and currents, our squa- 
dron could not approach them during three days; but 
on the even mg' of the 14th, we got under weigh with a 
favourable breeze. 

“ On the 15th, being- on the other side of the. island! 

- of Yrobro, and, unperceived by the enemy, we learnt 
they had weighed anchor, and steered for Tenedos. At 
the same time a number. of boats, with Turkish troops' 
on board,, made their appearance from the coast of , 
A^ia, upon which the Russian garrison of Tenedos hn» 
mediately, got under arms, and occupied the most im- 
portant posts and shores of the island. When the ene- 
my's ships^came within half qannon-.shot of the fort, iheyr 
were firecf upon not only by the fort* but by the sloops 
in the harbour, upon which they rtade their boats ap- 
proach the northern side pf the islan^ apd tfiere attempt* 
a landing but they were repulsed. r|i . 
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“ Next morning, at day-break, the Turkish frigates 
and gun-boats opened their fire upon our works, and at 
the same time they caused a great number of vessels, 
with troops on board, to approach the island from the 
coast of Anatolia. To oppose this landing, the Russian 
commandant detached three hundred men ; but before 
' they could arrive at the place of destination, the Turks 
had succeeded in landing a thousand men, under cover 
of their frigates and ships of the line. The continual 
, fire of grape and cartridge from (hose vessels left the 
small Russian detachment no choice as to the propriety 
of retiring. ' 

“ The enemy well knowing the weakness of the fort,, 
flattered themselves with, the hope of making themselves 
masters of if, with little or no difficulty : accordingly* 
on the 1 7th, they again approached it with their whole 
squadron, and one ship of the line and a frigate kept 
up a cannonade against it during three hours; but 
when the enemy observed that our squadron approached 
Tenedos, they got a part of their troops on board with 
the utmost precipitation, and stood out to sea. 

“ The wind having changed in the night of the 1 3th, ’ 
our squadron was detained till the 17th, in its passage 
between the istand of Ymbro and the European coast ; 
but on the 17tb, with the north wind in their favour,, 
they bore up forTenedos, and observing that the enemy's 
small craft, with troops, were still upon the coast, the 
Russian row-galleys were ordered to attack them. A 
part of them were sunk by the galleys, and the rest dis- 
persed. 

“ As soon as the fort had been supplied with neces- 
saries, and dispositions made for preventing the approach 
of the enetny's vessels, the frigate Venus, and the Spits- 
bergen sloop, were left to protect the coast. On the 
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18th, the Russian fleet were again under sail; steering 
their course for Lemnos, where they hoped to find the* 
Turks. On the 19th, at day-break, they descried, as they 
expected, ten ships of the line, five frigates, and an equal 
number of smalt vessels. The Turks formed their line 
without delay. Our, side followed their example, with 
the intention of attacking the enemy’k flag ship. Our 
ship Raphail was the headmost fn our line, and when 
bearing down upon the enemy, it was observed, that the 
Turks opened their fire at a very great distance. Our 
ship Raphail, on the contrary, being ordered to attack 
the enemy’s flag-ship, retained her fire till she was with- 
in a very small distance from her opponent ; but on ac- 
count of receiving so much damage in her sails, as not to- 
be able to bear up against the wind, she was driven into 
the enemy’s linte. At the same time Vice-Admiral' 
Grieg was ordered by Admiral Siftiavin toaitack the ene« 
my *8 van, consisting of one ship of the line, and two 
large frigates. These frigates being soon disabled and' 
obliged to retire, the Raphail broke rhreugh the enemy’s- 
line, when she was fired upon by several of their ships 
of war ; and Vice-Admiral Siniavin, who bore down 
to support the Raphail, was ip a short 'time rendered 
unable to continue the conflict. # ' 

44 A catoa succeeding immediately after, as it was im- 
possible for the ships to manoeuvre, they became so far 
separated' from the enemy's squadron, as to give them 
an opportunity of repairing their damages. As soon as 
the wind began to blow a little fresh. Admiral Siniavin 
made the signal for pursuing some of the enemy’s ships 
of the line, andrtwo frigates that were a considerable 
way behind the rest of the sqnadron. 

44 In the following night, tbe ship of the CfeptainBey,\ 
Which was damaged more than the rest, wall taken, with 
1 
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Becker Bey, and seven hundred and seventy-four men 
on board. This vessel carries eighty pieces of brass 
cannon, and is in every respect a very fine ship. 

u On the following day, Vice-Admiral Greig, with 
three ships, was ordered in pursuit of an enemy’s 
ship of the line, and two frigates, that were discovered 
between Farao and the promontory of Asia. When th$ 
Turks found it warimpossible to escape, they ran their 
ships aground, and, after getting the people on shore, 
set fire to the vessels. 

Our three ships having returned to the squadron, Ad- 
miral Siniavin lost no time in proceeding to the island of 
Tenfedos, with the view of affording the garrison the ne- 
cessary assistance. 

During the passage to Tenedos, on the 22d, a smoke 
was observed near the island of Tasso, where the 
Turkish fleet had been defeated, and some firing heard ; 
and upon our arrival at Tendos, we learned, that it 
arose from the burning of one of the enemy’s ships and 
a frigate,. which had been considerably damaged during, 
the action. 

«' The result of the last action had been the loss of, 
three Turkish ships of thejine and three frigates. 

“ On the 26th, after Admiral Siniavin had taken pro- 
per measures for investing the island on all sides, and foe 
cutting off all communication between the enemy and^ 
the continent, wishing to.spare the effusion of blood, he % 
sent a. proposal to the commandaut of the Turkish, 
troops upon the island to evacuate it ^ and offering 
them a free passage to the coast of Asia. In consequence, 
of this offer, on the 27 tb, the Turkish commandant sent, 
an officer to announce his acceptance or this proposal ; 
and in order to relieve the garrison as soon as possible 
from the blockade it was under, the T urkish army, con- 
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sisting of four (housaud six hundred men, were trans* 
porled over to the Asiatic coast, on the 28th. 

“ Admiral Siniavin bestows very high encomiums 
* upon the valour of Admiral Greig, the captains of the 
rank of post, Malagew, Schaltedg, and Krowwe ; the 
captain of the second rank, Rtiechtochew ; and Colonel 
Padeiski, the commandant of the garrison of Tenedos; 

" In these engagements we have lost one hundred 
and thirty-two privates, three superior officers; the cap* 
tains Ignetgew, Lukin, &c. Among the wounded, 
seventeen officers of the staff, and three hundred and 
ninety-two privates. On the part of the enemy, in 
the ships that were taken, there were two hundred and 
thirty killed, and one hundred and sixty wounded ; from 
which we may infer, that their whole loss must have 
been considerable. Of the Turkish troops that landed 
at Tenedos, in the various attempts upon that island, 
and during the blockade, which lasted ten days, the loss 
sustained was about one thousand men/ 9 

It has been already seen, that, in consequence of the 
non-arrival of reinforcements at Buenos Ayres, that 
colony was wrested from us, on the 12th of August, 
1806. ' ' 

The recal of Sir Home Popham from his command, in 
that quarter, had been long spoken of, in whispers; but it 
was not until the l$ttf of December (1806) when Lord 
Howick mentioned it in the House of Commons, that 
the public were in possession of the fact. “ As to Sir 
Home Popham, and Sir David Baird/’ said his lordship, 
“ I freely confess, that I was one of those who adyised 
their recal, and upon the ground that they did without 
orders, and upon theirown judgment and responsibility 
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undertake the expedition to South America. In prose* 
cution of their scheme, they did not leave a single ship 
of the line to protect the Cape of Good Hope. They 
even obliged a frigate that was sent out to India with 
money tor the payment of the troops there, to desert the 
destination that it was intended for, and go upon this 
South American expedition. Such conduct as this I 
consider highly reprehensible, and a subversion of ail 
discipline and government. This is not all : Sir Home 
Popham has v chosen to write circular letters to manu- 
facturing towns, on the principle, and from the fatal in- 
fluence of that patriotic society at Lloyd’s, which is held 
opt to the navy as giving greater encouragements that*, 
the government of the country. I do consider the con* 
duct of Sir Home. Popham, as highly reprehensible in a. 
British officer ; and, therefore, ah hough I should, be sorry* 
t<f pronounce strongly on the conduct of any man,, until 
hebas bad an opportunity of justifying himself, yeti 
will say, that there is nothing in the first appearance of 
this transaction, which a British parliament could ap- 
prove of." 

* An attack, so extraordinary, upon the Patriotic Fund* 
an establishment which reflects so much honour upon, 
the general, as well as upon the individual benevolence 
of the country* excited the utmost surprise^— surprise* 
not anaccompanied by a high degree of virtuous ipdig^ 
na tion. It was justly observed, tbat the Patriotic Fund 
had sufficiently explained the principles on which it 
acted ; and that, by that explanation, it had completely. 
,refu ted the charge of its holding out. rewards which 
might clash with the views and interests of government* 
That society, it was well known,, did' not select the ob~ 
j?cts of its munificence i hut modestly awaited the time* 
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when government should give the signal for its honorary 
donations. By the conduct of ministers, on receiving 
the intelligence of the capture of Buenos Ayres, they had 
jfiven that signal ; and the Patriotic Fund, by distributing 
its rewards amongst the gallant captors, bad acted only 
in unison with the general sentiments of the British na- 
tion. Sir Home Popham at length reached England in 
safety. He arrived in London on the 17 th of February; 
and on the following day, he was put under a formal 
- arrest of the martial of the Admiralty, preparatory to his 
being brought to trial by a court martial; a measure 
which had not, in the slightest degree, been intimated 
to him in his order of recaL An Admiralty order was 
accordingly issued; and, on the 6th of March, a court- 
martial, of which Admiral Young, was the president, as- 
sembled on board his Majesty's ship Gladialor,in Ports- 
; mouth liar hour. By order of the Admiralty, Mr. Jarvis 
attended as prosecutor. The usual preliminaries having 
been gone through, the charge against Sir Home Pop- 
ham was read. This instrument, after noticing the 
r captetrejof the, Cape, proceeds as follows : — 

“ And whereas it appears, by letters from the said 
Si r Home Popham to our secretary, dated the 13th and 
,30th of April following, that with a view to attack the 
i Spanish settlements in the Rio de la Plata, for which 
he had no direction or authority whatever, he did with- 
draw from the Cape the whole of the naval force which 
had been placed under his command for the sole purpose 
lofprotectingdt ; thereby leaving the Cape, twhicb it was 
his duty to guard, not only exposed tor attack and insult, 
but even without the means of affording protection lo 
the trade of his Majesty's subjects, or of taking posses- 
sion of any ships of the enemy, which might have put 
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into any of the bays or harfxmrt of the Cape, or parts 
Bcyacent ; ill which he the said Sir Home Popham, did, 
notwithstanding that he had received previous informa- 
tion of detachments of the enemy's ships being at sea, 
and 4n the neighbourhood of Jhe Cape; and not with* 
standing be had been apprised that a French squadron 
was expected at the Mauritius, of which he informed 
us by his letter to our secretary, dated the 9th of April, 

1 806, oply four days prior io' his departure from the 
Cape for the Rio de la Plata. And whereas it appears 
to us, that a due regard to the good of his Majesty's 
service imperiously demands, that so flagrant a breach of 
public duty should not pass unpunished, &c." 

The court was composed of the following mem- 
bers : — Admiral Young, president ; Vice Admirals, Sir 
E. Gower, Holloway, Rowley, and Stanhope; Rear Ad- 
mirals, Vashan, Sir J. Coffin, and Sir Richard Strachan ; 
and Captains, Linzee, Scott, Irwin, Greaves, and 
Boyle. Mr. Jarvis appeared as the prosecutor, assisted 
by Mr. Bicknell, solicitor. 

After the usual formalities, eighteen documents in 
support of the charge were put in and read. These con- 
sisted of instructions to Sir Home Popham, relative to 
the capture of the Cape, and his conduct subsequently 
thereto; of dispatches from Sir Home to government, 
announcing the surrender of the Cape, the capture Of 
the French ship La Volontaire, his intention of proceed- 
ing to the Rio de la Plata, as an advantageous mode of 
employing his squadron in the Winter season, When 
the Cape was in perfect safety ; the capture of Buenos 
Ayres, &c. &c. 

The case having been closed on the part of the pro- 
secution^Sir Home Popham was called upon for his de- 
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fence. In answer, he observed, “ that the first <^iarges 
sent to him by the Admiralty, about half an hour after 
his arrival in town, referred only to three documents, by 
which alone he had supposed the charge was to be sub- 
stantiated ; whereas the new charges exhibited against 
him, and presented to him half an hour after his arrival 
at Portsmouth, had reference to eighteen documents, of 
which he had not been furnished with copies, nor had 
he any knowledge of their contents; but having heard 
them hastily read in court, it was, therefore, expedi- 
ent for him to take some little time in preparing his de- 
fence against the charges in their present novel form, in 
order to remove any unfavourable impression which they 
might have made upon the public* mind. On this 
ground he felt himself under the necessity of requesting 
the indulgence of the court till Monday.” The court 
ac\journed to Saturday ; but the proceedings of the se- 
cond day were unimportant. 

On the third day, Monday, Sir Home Pophatn de- 
livered a very animated and impressive speech, of which 
4he following are the most material points : — 

He commenced with observing, u That it could but 
appear extraordinary, that after having devoted the 
greater part of his life to the service of his king and coun- 
try, he should be brought to trial by that superior autho- 
rity to which every officer in his Majesty's naval service 
looked up for reward and protection, for having em- 
ployed the means placed at his disposal, in making a 
successful attack on a possession belonging to the ene- 
my, instead of suffering them to remain inactive and dor- 
mant. Without a certain portion of discretionary 
,power no service could be carried on with effect. The 
success which crowned the united exertions of General 
VOL. vt. u 
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Beresfc|;d and himself, seconded by (he forces under (heir 
orders, was proclaimed, by his Majesty’s ministers, to 
the inhabitants of the British metropolis, by the usual 
signals of triumph ; and the news of the conquest of 
Buenos Ayres was re-echoed with exultation and gra- 
titude throughout every quarter of the United King- 
dom. Under these circumstances, must it not strike 
every, unprejudiced Englishman, that the present trial 
must have arisen from some other cause than that which 
was ostensibly set forth in the accusation. He had not 
the smallest hesitation to assert, that if the administra- 
tion by which he had been selected, for the command 
which he had lately had the honour of holding, had still 
remained in power, lie should have received thanks and 
approbation for his conduct, instead of having been su- 
perseded, recalled/and unexpectedly brought to trial. 
Had the design of his prosecutors been known to him, 
w’hen he was first ordered home, he might have pro- 
cured a variety of evidence highly important to his case; 
particularly with regard to his conduct in South Ame- 
rica. Although the Admiralty, in answer to his dis- 
patch announcing the capture of Buenos Ayres, thought 
proper to mark their disapprobation of his conduct, in 
having undertaken that expedition without orders, siiil f 
they were pleased to express the highest approbation of 
the able and judicious manner in which the expedition 
had been conducted. From the terms of their letter he 
had no reason to think that any other punishment was 
in reserve, than that which its censure conveyed ; and 
to (bat censure, severe as it was, he had been willing to 
submit, until he should have the opportunity of assign- 
ing such reasons«s he flattered himself, w’ould have sa- 
tisfied the minds of those from whom the censure prc- 
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ceeded ; that, considering all the circumstance^, it was 
completely undeserved. With respect to the charge 
now before the court, he trusted that he should be able 
to show, not only that his proceedings were fairly ad- 
missible, but such as the ministers under whose orders 
he sailed to the Cape of Good Hope, fully warranted 
by their concurrent opinions. An expedition to South 
America was a favourite object with Mr. Pitt. In the 
course of his former administration, he took some steps 
to carry it into effect ; and he never lost sight of it, be- 
ing only restrained from attempting its execution by politi- 
cal reasons, which no longer existed, when be (Sir Home 
Pqpham) felt it his duty, for the interest of his country, 
to proceed from the Cape of Good Hope upon that long 
projected expedition.” 

Sir Home Popham next proceeded to notice the 
change of ministry in 1804 ; his consulting with Gene- 
ral Miranda respecting an expedition to South America, • 
his delivering a memoir to Lord Melville on that sub- 
ject, his visit to Mr. Pitt at Wimbledon, October 1804, 
and the Diadem being put into commission for him to 
proceed™ her to South America in December following. 

'* The idea,” he said, ** had never been relinquished by % 
Government. At his suggestion, the armament against 
the Cape of Good Hope was equipped. When be took 
his final leave of Mr. Pitt, July 29, 1805, that gentle- 
man had a long conversation with him on the original 
project of an expedition to South America ; in the 
course of which, Mr. Pitt stated, that the Ejfi^eror of 
Russia was extremely anxious to attach Spain to the 
coalition ; but, on the rejection of such an overture by 
the Spanish court, it way his fixed’ intention to execute 
the long projected plan. Early in February, 1806, af- 
h 2 
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ter the capture* of the Cape, Sir Home Popham re- 
ceived accounts of the termination of the war in India; , 
in the course of the same month, he heard of the vic- 
tory of Trafalgar, and of the coalition against France, 
from which power the Emperor Alexander had not been 
able to detach Spain. He also learned the fate of the 
Austrian army ; and, on March 4th, by the capture of 
the Volontaire frigate, he ascertained that the Russians 
had been defeated at Austerlitz, that Buonaparte was 
in possession of Vienna, and that when Admiral Wif- 
laumez Ailed from Brest, he left in tba^port no mere 
than six ships of war, of which three only were fil for 
service. He hkd also reason for believing, that Wil- 
laumez’s squadron, after cruising a certain time on the 
Bank of Laquilles, would put into the Brasils for re- 
freshments, and thence proceed to the West Indies. 
Influenced by this opinion, w hich ultimately proved cor- 
rect, he sent dispatches to the East and West Indies, 
staling his information. With respect to his attack on 
Buepos Ayres ; he had the opinion of Captain Rowley, 
who was on the Cape station last w ar ; and, of every 
officer under his command, that the Rio de la Plata 
formed pa it of that station. So far from his having 
left the Cape exposed to attack and insult, he main- 
land, that through the zeal, ability, and judgment of 
Lieut. 6en. Sir David Baird, it was in a state of most 
perfect security. As proof of this assertion, he stated 
that Sir David Baird had not only furnished a detach- 
ment of his garrison, but had actually reinforced Gene- 
ral Beresford with a second detachment. As to his 
having left the Cape without the means of taking pos- 
session of any , ships of the enemy which might put in 
there, he submitted to the consideration of the Court, 
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whether, after the retreat of ^Villaumez from the Indian 
*ea, the reduction of the French force by Lord Nelgort's 
victory, and the brilliant success of Admiral Duckworth, 
there was the most distant probability of the arrival of 
any French ships of war at the Cape. With the ex- 
ceptionof the Cannoniere frigate, no French ship what* 
ever attempted to enter any of its bays or harbours, and 
her arrival was a mere fortuitous event, of which, from 
the situation of the respective harbours, he should not 
have been able to take advantage, had he remained on 
his station. Besides, at the time when he left the Cape, 
the winter season was about to commence, during: 
which, no ships could lie in Table Bay with safety ; nor 
teould any attack be made upon the settlement, without 
incurring the greatest danger to the assailing force. 
His apparent haste in leaving the Cape, proceeded from 
the fear, that his arrival in the Rio de la Plata might be 
retarded till the season when he might not be able io 
sail sufficiently high up the river, to attack either Monte 
Video, or Buenos Ayres. But the importance which* 
ministers now attached to the Cape, ill accord with the 
tame cold terms of the letter which he received from Mr. . 
Marsden in acknowledgment of the receipt of his dis-* 
patches announcing the capture. When the acquisition • 
was made, not one solitary expression of thanks was 
pronounced on those who made it ; . and yet, he was to 
be condemned for exposing that acquisition even to 
imaginary hazard. In defending his conduct on the 
plea of discretionary power, Sir Home Popham advert* 
ed to the case of Sir George Rooke, in taking Gibraltar ; 
to that of Sir Peter Parker, and General Dulling, re- 
specting the attack upon the Spanish settlement of 
Omoa ; to that of Lord Hood, in attacking Corsica ; to:; 
h 3 
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that of Lord St. Vincent, in sending Lo^d Nelson to 
Teneriflfe; to that of Lord Nelson, in going from the 
Mediterranean to the West Indies ; and to that of the 
late Sir Hugh Christian, the one most of all in point, in 
undertaking an expedition against the Rio de la Plata, 
during the period of Ins commanding a squadron at the 
Cape. Every one of these proceedings issued from an 
exercise of discretionary power, without a certain por- 
tion of which, the spirit of the navy must be paralysed/' 
In the course of his defence, Sir Home complained of the 
manner in which he had been sent home,' in a small 
prize brig miserably manned, and worse armed ; and 
commented forcibly on the manner in which the charges 
lud been drawn up against him ; and on their unusual 
style.' 

After Sir Home Popham had concluded his defence, 
he proceeded to call his witnesses, the first of whom 
was Lord Melville; his lordship admitted, that when 
in power, he had entertained serious intentions of at- 
tacking the Spanish settlements in South America; that 
he bad frequent consultations with Mr. Pitt and with 
General Miranda on the subject ; and that Sir Home 
Popham had been consulted by himself, and by Mr. Pitt. 
His lordship considered the capture of Buenos Ayres as 
highly beneficial for the object which he had had in 
view ; Buenos Ayres was one of the specific objects, when 
the armament was in contemplation in 1790. He 
believed that Sir Home Popham was appointed to 
the Diadem in December, 1804, with the view of co- 
operating with General Miranda, to the extent of tak- 
ing advantage of any of his proceedings, which might 
.tend to our attaining a position on the continent of 
South America, favourable to the trade of this country ; 
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but he did not recollect any specific place being fixed, 
upon. He did not conceive, however, in the proper 
sense of the orders, that Sir Home Popham was autho- 
rised to attack any part of South America. His lord- 
ship bore testimony, to Sir Home’s having been confi- 
dentially employed by Government on former occasion*, 
when he had given entire satisfaction. The evidence 
of Mr. Sturges Bourne went principally to prove, that 
Sir Home Popham had had interviews with Mr. Pitt on 
the subject of the Cape of Good Hope; and that in 
consequence of some communication made by Sir Home 
to Mr. Pitt, the latter had directed the witness to make 
further inquiry, the result of which completely con- 
firmed the information given by Sir Home. 

The evidence of Mr. Hu^kisson, who was the last 
evidence examined on the third day, was nearly to the 
same effect. On Tuesday, the fourth day, Mr. Mars- 
den, the secretary of the Admiralty, was the first wit- 
ness examined, but his evidence was not important. 
Mr. Brow'ne, the late master-attendant at the Cape of 
Good Hop.e, deposed as to the perfect safety of that 
settlement at the .departure of Sir Home Popham ; and 
assigned reasons why, in his opinion, it would not have 
been in the power of Sir Home to have captured the 
Cannoniere, had he remained at the Cape. Captain 
King of the Diomede, who was at the capture of the 
Cape in January, 1806, stated, in a very detailed man- 
ner, that he considered that settlement to be in perfect 
safety at the departure of Sir Home Popham ; that it 
was always fully understood, that the Riode (a Plata was 
completely within the Cape station; and that Sir Home 
Popham, by his very strict attention to his professional 
duties, and to the service of government while at Buenos 
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Ayres in not suffering any of the captured property to 
be shipped until the whole squadron had been com* 
pletely re-victualled ; had, in the most disinterested 
manner, sustained a pecuniary loss of at least 23,000/. 
Captain King was the last witness examined. After 
some proceedings in form, on the fifth day. Sir Home 
Popham addressed the Court in the following terms: — 
<* I here close my defence, and I throw myself upon the 
wisdom and justice of this honourable Court. My feel* 
ings and my character have suffered severely; bull 
trust to your judgment to relieve the one and rescue the 
other. If I have, in the exercise of my Real, exceeded 
the strictest bounds of discretion, I hope it will be evi- 
dent that I have been actuated solely by a desire to ad- 
vance the honour, the glory, and the interest of my 
country. In the prosecution of those objects, aided by 
my gallant followers, and fostered by the superintend- 
ing hand ol Providence, it has been 'my good fortune 
to be put in possession of the two capitals of the two 
quarters of the globe; and I trust it wiH be found, upon 
a close examination of my defence, that—* 

" The head and front of my offending 

Hath this extent no more.” 

After the Court had been some time in deliberation* 
the Judge Advocate pronounced the following sen- 
tence ~ 

“ The Court is of opinion, that the charges have been 
proved against the said Captain Sir Home Popham — 
that the withdrawing, without orders so to do, the w hole 
of any naval force from the place where it is directed 1 q 
be employed, and the employing it in distant operations 
against the enemy, more especially if the success of such 
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operations should be likely to prevent iis speedy return, 
may be attended with serious inconvenience to the 
public service ; as the success of any plan formed by his 
Majesty's ministers for operaiions against the enemy, in 
which such naval force might be included, may, by such 
rerpoval be entirely prevented. And the Court is fur- 
ther of opinion, that fhe conduct of the said Captain 
Sir Home Popham in the withdrawing the whole of the 
naval force under his command from the Cape of Good 
Hope, and the proceeding with it to the Rio de la Plata, 
Was highly censurable, but in consideration of circum- 
stances, doth adjudge him to be only severely repri- 
manded, and he is accordingly severely reprimanded.” 

It would be presumption in us, to think of arraigning 
the justice of the court-martial, the integrity of its indi- 
vidual members, or the accuracy of their judgment ; yet 
we may be permitted to express our surprise, under the 
particular circumstances of this case, that a body of pro- 
fessional men should so far consent to vote away the 
discretionary power of a commanding officer. In our 
humble opinion, every individual member of the court- 
martial, which tried Sir Home Popham, in condemning 
the conduct ofthatOfficer, has condemned what possibly 
may be his own conduct , under some modification of 
circumstances, at a future period. 

Such, however, was the sense which the public en- 
tertained of Sir Home Popham’s proceedings, that he 
was cheered, whilst getting out of the ship into the 
boat, by acclamations from a vast number of boats, that 
had been awaiting the issue of the trial. On his landing, 
the acclamations were repeated, and the horses taken 
from the carriage that waited to convey him to his - 
lodgings. Sir Home, however, with a spirit of foi * 
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bearance which did him high honour, on perceiving the 
intention of the populace, declined entering the carriage; 
and, after thanking the people for their attention, he ex- 
horted them to disperse, in order that no improper im- 
putation might be attached to their conduct, and pro- 
ceeded on foot to the bouse of his friend Captain 
Madden. 

It was on Wednesday, March the 1 1 th, that Sir Home 
Popham's trial concluded. On the succeeding Mon- 
day he took his seat in the House of Commons as mem- 
ber for Shaftesbury, for which he had been returned at 
the late general election ; and, on the Wednesday fol- 
lowing, attended by Captain King, and his agent, Mr, 
Lavie, in compliance with the pressing solicitations of 
'his friends, he paid a short visit to Lloyd's Coffee-house* 
The subscription-room, appropriated to the use of the 
merchants and underwriters, was extremely crowded ; 
and on his entrance. Sir Home, being immediately re- 
cognised, was greeted with three cheers. Conceiving 
some acknowledgment of this Haltering reception to be 
necessary, he delivered the following brief address 

"Gentlemen, 

It is impossible for roe to express what I feel on 
this occasion, seeing myself surrounded by the most 
respectable merchants of the first city in the. world, 
marking personally their opinion of my exertions to pro- 
mote the public welfare j and, although his Majesty's 
government found it expedient to arraign my conduct 
on my return from abroad, I trust that my defence will 
satisfy the respectable body to whom I have now the 
honour to address myself, that every action of mine was 
directed to promote the honour and glory of my counv 
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try, and that I shall ever feel myself bound to employ 
my humble talents for the attainment of any object con* 
ducive to its prosperity, although I feel that the wir.gs 
of discretion have been materially clipped.” 

Sir Home’s address was followed, as his entrance had 
been greeted, by three cheers ; and he left the room 
amidst reiterated bursts of applause. 

It would have been well for the honour of the coun* 
try, and for the credit of its military character, if 
the administration which recalled Sir Home Pophant 
had appointed efficient successors to that officer;, or if 
the tardy expedition which they sent out to South 
America had been so conducted as to recover those pos- 
sessions which had been lost by their neglect. This 
was not the case ; for, in the new attack upon Buenos 
Ayres, the British military character, by the gross mis- 
conduct of General Whitelocke, the commander in 
chief, sustained a signal disgrace. It will be evident, 
indeed, on a perusal of the following extracts from that 
officer’s official letter, dated Buenos Ayres, July JO* 
1807 , that the whole affair was conducted in a manner 
which betrayed the most palpable ignorance and inca- 
pacity* if not cowardice, in General Whitelocke s 

tf Upon being joined at Monte Video,” says the Ge- 
neral, “ on the l$th June, by the corps under Brig. 
General Crqpfurd, not one moment was lost by Rear 
Admiral Murray and myself in making every necessary 
arrangement foe the attack of Buenos Ayres. After 
many delays occasioned by foul winds, a landing was 
effected, without opposition, on the 28 lh of the same 
month, at the Ensirtada de Barragon, a small bay about 
thirty miles eastward of the town. The corps em-' 
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ployed on this expedition were/ three brigades of light 
artillery, under Capt. Fraser; the 5th, 38th and 87 tb 
regiments of foot, under Brig. General Sir S> Auchmuty; 

* the l“th light dragoons* 36th and 88th regiments, under 
Brig. General the Hon, W. Lu Riley : eight companies 
of the 95th regiment, and nine light infantry companies 
under Brig. General Craufurd ; four troops of the 6th 
dragoon guards, the 9lh light dragoons, 40th and 45th 
regiments of fdot, under Colonel the Hon. T. Mahon; all 
the dragoons being dismounted, except four troops of 
the 17th, under Lieutenant Colonel Lloyd. 

M After some fatiguing marches, through a country 
much intersected by swamps, and deep muddy rivulets^ 
the army reached Reduction, a village about nine 
mites from the bridge over the Rio Chelo; on the oppo- 
site bank of which the enemy had constructed batteries, 
■and established a formidable line of defence. 1 resolved, 
therefore, to turn this position, by marching in two co- 
lumns' frorb my left, and crossing the river higher up, 
where it was represented fordable, to unite my force in 
the suburbs of Buenos Ayres. I sent directions at same 
time to Colonel Mahon, w ho was bringing up the great- 
er part of the artillery under the protection of the I7ih 
light diagoons and 40lh regiment, to wait for furjhe^ 
orders at Reduction,— Major-General L. Gower, hav- 
ing the command of the right column, crossed the river 
at a pass called the Passo Chico, and fal^ng in. with a 
corps of the enemy, gallantly attacked and defeated it, 
for the particulars of which action I beg to refer you to 
the annexed report. 

u Owing to the ignorance of my .guide, it was not, 
until the next day that I joined the main body of the 
*vmy, when I formed my line, by placing Brig. Geo, 
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Sir S. Achmuty’s brigade upon (he left, extending i( to- 
wards (he convent of (he Recoleta, from which itwaa 
distant (wo miles ; the 36th and 88th regiment* being 
on its right; Brig, General Craufurd’s brigade occu- 
pymg the central and principal avenues of the town 
being distant about three miles from the great square 
and fort ; and the 6th dragoon guards, 9th light dra- 
goons, and 45th regiments being upo „ bis fight, and 
extending towards the Residencia. The town was thus 
nearly invested ; and this disposition of the army, and 
♦he circumstances of the town and suburbs being tjjvid- 
e into squares of one hundred and forty yards each 
side, together with the knowledge that the enemy meant 

following plan ^ck:- ^ ^ ** «° 

Brig. General Sir S. Achmuty was directed to de* 
tach the 38th regiment to possess itself of the Piaza de 
Toros and the adjacent strong ground, and these, taka 
post: the 87th, 5lh, 36th, and 88th regimeTwe*, 
each divided into wings ; and e*ch wing ordered to pe- 
netrate into the street directly in its front. The light bat- 
talion divided into wings, and each followed by « wiiur 

reed'd 95lh * lhree -p°under.> was ordered to pro- 

ceed down the two streets on the right of lhe*centraJ 
one, add t he 45lh regiment down the two adjoining 9 

gi^. e waTto , :V ,,e StfeetS ° f ‘ he ene “ y ' ‘ his ,a “ er £ 

giment was to lake post at the Residencia. Two six. 

bwthe o' v" ° rdere(l a ' 0n ^ ‘ he cen,ral covered 
* r ,bmeer3 ; nd thfee ,r °°P s of the 9,h light ’dra- 
S°ons, the remarnder of which was posted as a reservo 

*? * ep,re ’ Each division was ordered lo proceed 
a ong the streets directly in its front, till it arri ved at the 
>sMquare of house, next the river Plata - of which * ‘ 
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was to possess itself, forming on the flat roofs* and lliere 
wait further orders. 

The 951h regiment was to occupy two of the most 
commanding situations, from which it could annoy the 
en$my. Two corporals, with tools, were ordered to 
inarch at the head of each column, for the purpose of 
breaking open the doors ; the whole were unloaded, 
end no firing was to be permitted until the columns had 
reached tbtpir final points and formed cannonade in the 
central streets was the signal for the whole tocome forward. 

In conformity to this arrangement, at half past six 
o’clock of the morning of the 5th instant, the 38th regi- 
mept moving towards its left, and the 87th straight to 
its front, approached the strong post of the Retiro arid 
plaza de Toro*, and after a most vigorous and spirited 
attack, in which these regiments suffered much from 
grape shot and musketry, their gallant commander, Bri- 
gadier-General Sir Samuel Auchmuty, possessed himself 
of die post, taking ihirty-two pieces of cannon, an 
immense quantity of ammunition, and six hundred pri- 
soners. The 5th regiment meeligg with but little oppo- 
sit ion, proceeded to the river, and took possession of the 
church and convent of St. Catalina. The 36lh and 83tb, 
under Brig. Gen. Lumley, moving in the appointed ol- 
der, were soon opposed by a heavy and continued lire 
of musketry from the tops and windows of the houses* 
the doors of which were barricaded in so strong a man- 
ner as to render them almost imposs ble to force. The 
streets were intersected by deep ditches, in' the inside of 
whi/rh were planted cannon, pouring showers of grape 
on the advancing columns. In defiance, however, of 
this opposition, the 36th, headed by the gallant Gene- 
ral, reached its final destination ; but the 88th beipg 
nearer to the fort and principal defences of the enemy. 
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were so weakened by his fire as to be totally over- 
powered and taken. The flank of the 36th being thus 
exposed,- this regiment, together with the 5th, retired 
upon Sir S. Achmuty’s post at the Paiza de Toros; not, 
however, before Lieut. Colonel Burne, and the grena- 
dier company of the 3f)»b, had an opportunity of dis- 
tinguishing themselves, by charging about eight hundred 
of the enemy, and taking and spiking two guns. The 
two six-pounders moving up the central streets meeting 
with a very superior fire, the four troops <rf the cara- 
bineers, led on by Lieutenant Colonel Kingston, ad- 
vanced to take the battery opposed to them; but this 
gallant officer being unfortunately wounded, as well 
as Captain Burrel, next in command, and the fire both 
from the battery and houses proving very destructive, 
they retreated to a short distance, but continued to oc- 
cupy a position in front of the enemy’s principal de- 
fences, considerably in advance of that which they had 
taken in the morning. 

u The left division of Brigadier General Craufurd’s 
brigade, under Lieut. Colonel Pack, passed on neaily 
to the river, and turning to the left, approached the 
Great Square w ith the intention of possessing itself of 
the Jesuit's College, a situation which commanded the 
enemy's principal line of defence. But* from the very 
destructive nature of his fire, this was found impracti- 
cable, and after sustaining a heavy loss, one part of the 
division throwing itself into a house, afterwards found 
not tenable, Was shortly obliged to surrender, whilst the 
remaining part, after enduring a dreadful fire with the 
greatest intrepidity, Lieutenant Colonel Pack, its eom- 
coinmander, being wounded, retired upon the right di- 
vision, commanded by Brigadier General Craufurd him- 
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•elf. This division having passed quite through to the 
fiver Plata, turned also to the left lo approach the Great 
Square and Fort from the north-east Bastion, of which it 
was distant about four hundred yards, when Brigadier 
General Craufurd, learning the fate of his left division, 
thought it most advisable to take possesion of the con- 
vent of St. Domingo, near which he then was, intend- 4 
ing to proceed onwards Jo the Franciscan church, which 
lay still nearer the fort, if the attack or success of qny 
other of our columns should free him in some measure 
from the host of enemies which surrounded him. 

" The 45th, being further from the enemy ’scenti)?, 
had ‘gained the Residencia without much opposition, 
and Lieutenant Colonel Guard having it in the posses- 
sion of his ^attalion companies, moved down with the 
granadier company towards the centre of the town, 
and joined Brig. General Craufurd. 

•• The enemy, who now surrounded the Convent on 
aV sides, attempting to take a three-pounder which lay 
in the street, the Lieutenant Colonel with his company, 
and a few light infantry under Major Trotter charged 
them wij.h great spirit. Jn an instant, the greater 
part of his company and Major Trotter (an officer 
of great merit) were killed, but the gun was saved. 
The Brrigadie ^General was now obliged to confine him- 
self to the defence of the Convent, from which the rifle- 
men kept up a well-directed fire upon such of the ener 
my as approached the post ; but the quantity of round 
•hot, grape and musketry to which they were exposed, 
at last obliged (hem to quit the top of the building, and 
the*eneroy, to the number of six thousand, bringing up 
cannon to force the wooden gates which fronted the 
Fort, the Brig, General having no communication with 
any of the other columns, and judging from the ces*a- 
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tion of firing (hat those next him had not been success- 
ful, surrendered at four o'clock in the afternoon. 

44 The result of this day's action bad left noe in pos- 
session of the Plaza de Toros, a strong post on the ene- 
my’s right, and the Residencia, another strong post on 
his left, whilst 1 occupied an advauced position oppo- 
site his centre $ but these advantages had cost about 
two thousand Jive hundred men in killed, Wounded, 
and prisoners. The nature of the fire, to which the 
troops were exposed, was violent in the extreme. 
Grape shot at the corners of all the streets, muskptry, 
hand grenades, bricks and stones from .the tops of all 
the houses, every householder witbJtisnegroeftefenjied 
his dwelling, each of which was twit self a fortress, and it 
is not, perhaps, too much to say, that the whole male po- 
pulation o! Buenos Ayres was employed in its defence. 

** This was the situation of the army an the morning 
of the (Stbinst. \#hen General Liniers addressed a letter 
to me, offering to give up ail his prisoners taken in the 
late affair, together w ith the 7 1st regiment, and others, 
taken with Brig. General Bere&ford, if I desisted from 
any further attack on the town, and withdrew his Ma-j 
jesty's forces from the river Plata, intimating at the; 
same time, from the exasperated state of the populace, 
he could not answer for the safety of the prisoners, if 1 1 
persisted in offensive measures. Influenced bythiv 
. * consideration, (which I kne^ from better authority to 
founded in fact.) and reflecting how . little advantage 
would be the possession of a country, the inhabitants oft 
% which were so absolutely hostile; J resolved to forego 
the advantages which the bravery, of the troops bad ob- 
tained, and acceded to the annexedtreaty, which 1 trust » 
.will meet the approbation of his Majesty*’’ . 4 

id 
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The treaty here mentioned, which certainly met new 
ther the approbation of his Majesty, nor of the country, 
was as follows 

A Definitive Treaty between the Generals in 
Chief of his Britannic Majesty and of his Catholic Ma> 
jesty. 

J. There shall be from this time a cessation of hos- : 
tib’fies on both sides of the river Plate. 

II. The troops of his Britannic Majesty shall retain, 
for the period of two months, the fortress and place of 
Monte Video ; and, as a neutral country, there shall 
be considered a line drawn from San Carlos on the 
west, to Pando on the east : and there shall not Be, in 
any part of that line, hostilities committed on any side, 
the neutrality being understood only, that the indivi- 
duals of both nations may live freely under their res- 
pective laws : the Spanish subjects tfeing judged by 
theirs, as the English by those of their nation. 

III. There shall be on both judes a mutual restitution 
of prisoners, including not only those which have been 
fwken since the arrival of the troops under Lieutenant 
Oeyteral Wbitefocke, but also ail those his Britannic 
Majesty’* subjects captured in South America since 
tile commencement of the war. 

IV. That for the promptest dispatch of the vesseb 
and troops of his Britannic Majesty, there shall be no 
impediment thrown in the way of the supplies of pro- 
visions which may be requested from Monte Video. 

V. A period of ten days from this time is given for 
the re-embarkation of bis Britannic Majesty’s troops to 
pass to the north side of the river La Plata, with the' 
asms that may actually be in their power, stores, ami 
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equipage, at the most convenient points which may 
be selected ; and during this time provisions may be 
$o!d to them. 

VI. That at the time of the delivery of the place and 
fortress of Monte Video, which shall take place at the 
end of the two months fixed in the Second Article, the 
delivery will be made in the terms it was found, and 
with the artillery it«had when it was taken. 

VII. Three officers of rank shall be delivered forftnd^ 
until the falnlment of the above Articles by both parties, 
being well understood that his Britannic Majesty’s 
cers who have been on their parole, cannot serve against 
South America until their arrival in £urope. 

Done 'at ihe Fort of Buenos Ayres, the 7th day of 
July, 1807. signrng two of one tenor. 

John Whitelocke, Lieut. Gen. Commander. 

George Murray, Rear-Admiral, Commander. 

Santiago Liniers. 4 

Cesar Balbiani. 

Bernardo Velascos. 

Admiral Murray, the naval commander, in one of Ms 
dispatches mentions the difficulties which opposed the 
exertions of the naval force, as the frigates were not 
able to get within nine miles of the town; the gun* 
brigs, however, gave the most effectual co-operation; 
but the Admiral was soon apprised of the disastrous 
events on shore, and> in concert with the general, 
s ]gned the preliminaries. He describes the inveteracy 
of every class of the inhabitants against the British to be 
beyond conception ; and declares that before he signed 
the treaty, he was convinced South America could never 
be a British conquest* • 
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The following is an abstract of the killed and wound* 
ed upon this occasion : — 

Killed I Major, 6 captains, 4 lieutenants, 1 ensign, 

3 staff, 1 &*rjeanti, 4 drummers, 27 9 rank and file. — 
Total, 316. 

Wounded. — 3* Lieutenant-colonels, 5 majors, 16 captains, 
33 lieutenants, 2 ensigns, 2 staff, l volunteer, 43 ser- 
geants, 1 1 drummers, 558 rank and file* — Total, 6f 4. 
Missing . — 2 Staff, I quarter-master, 4 serjeants, 5 drum- 
mers, 196 rank and file. — Total, 208. 

Grand Total — 3 16 killed, 674 wounded, *08 missing. — 
Total, 1198. 

The light company of the 7 1st regiment also suffered 
very severely ; but as the returns were not yecqived by 
the first dispatches, we believe they were never made 
public. * 

Nothing, for a series of years, had excited so much 
dissatisfaction in the public mind, as this ill-planned, 
and worse executed expedition ; and, though more t par- 
ticularly relating to the army department than that of 
thfe navy, from the extraordinary interest which it ex- 
cited at the time, and from the frequent mention which 
must necessarily be made of it in history, we have 
though it necessary, to enter at some length into it$ . 
details*. 

General Whiteloeke, upou his return, to England, . 
was placed under an arrest, and subjected to. a trial, by , 
court martial, on the four following.charge* ~ * 

First Charge^— That Lieutenant-General Whitelockfe,. 
having received instructions ,fiom his Majesty’s Princi- 
pal Secretary of State, Jo proceed for the reduction of 
the province of Buenos Ayres, pursued measures ill csh, 
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ciliated to facilitate that conquest ; that when the Span- 
ish commander had'shewn such symptoms of a disposi- 
tion to treat, as to express a desire to communicate with 
Major-General 'Gower, the second in command, Upon 
the subject of terms, the said Lieutenant-General 
Whitetocke did return a message, in which he de« 
marked, amongst other articles, the surrender of^l 
persons holding civil ofgces in the government of Buenos * 
Ayres as prisoners of war. That the said Lieutenahr 
General Wbileldtke, in making such an , offensive asd 
unusual demand, tending to exasperate the inhabitant* 
of Buenos Ayres to produce and encourage a spirit of 
resistance to his Majesty's arm*, to exclude the hope of 
amicable accommodation, and to increase the difficul- 
ties of the service with* which he was entrusted, acted k 
in a manner unbecoming his duty as an officer preju- 
dicial to military discipline, and contrary to the arlicthR 
of war. 

Second Charge . — That the said Lieutenant General 
Whitelocke, after the landing of the troops at Ensanada, 
and during t+ie march from tlrence to the town of Buenos > 
Ayfes, did not make the military arrangements best cal- 
culated to ensure the success of hi* operations against 
the town ; and that having known, previously to his 
attack upon the town of Btienos Ayres, upon the 5th 
of July, 1807, as appears from his dispatch of July 10, 
that the enemy meant to occupy the fiat roofs of the*- 
houses, he did, nevertheless, in the said attack, divide 
his forces into several brigades and parts, and ordered 
the whole to be unloaded, and no firing to be permitted 
on any account ; and under this order to march into the 
principal streets of the town, unprovided with proper 
and sufficient means for forcing the barricadoes, where- 
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by (he troops were unnecessarily exposed to destruction* 
without the possibility of making etfectual opposition j 
such conduct betraying great professional incapacity on 
the part of the said Lieutenani-Geperal Whiteloqjte* 
tending to lessen the confidence of the, troops in the 
judgment of their officers, being derqgatory to the ho- 
nour of his Majesty’s arm*, contrary to his dutjj as an 
"officer, prejudicial to good order and military discipline* 

. and contrary to the articles of war. 

Third Charge. — That the said lieutenant- General 
Whitelocke did not make, although in his power* any 
effectual attempt, by his own personal exertion or other- 
wise, to co-operate with or support the different divi- 
sions-of the array under his command* when engaged 
with the enemy in the streets of Buenos Ayres, on the 
5th of July 1807, whereby those troops, after having 
encountered and surmounted a constant and well-di- 
rected fire, and having effected the purport of their or- 
ders, were left without aid and support, or further orders; 
and considerable detachments, under Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Duff, and Brigadier-General Craufurd, were there-, 
by compelled to surrender ; such conduct on the part 
of Lieutenant-General Whitelock, tending to the de- 
feat and dishonour of his Majesty’s arms, to lessen Jhe 
confidence of the troops in the skill and courage of their 
officers, being unbecoming and disgraceful to his cha- 
racter as an officer, prejudicial to good order and military 
discipline, and contrary to the articles of war. 

Fourth Charge. — That the said Lieutenant-General 
Whitelocke, subsequently to the attack upon the town 
of Buenos Ayres, and at a time when the troops under 
his command were in possession of posts on each flank 
of the town, and of the principal arsenal, with a com- 
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municat Ion open to the fleet, and having an effective 
force of about five thousand men, did enter into, and 
finally conclude a treaty with the enemy, whereby he 
acknowledges in the public dispatch of the I0(h July, 
f807, that “ he resolved to forego the advantages 
which the bravery of his troops had obtained, and whi^h 
advantages had cost him about two thousand five hun- 
dred men in killed, wounded, and prisoners and by 
such treaty he unnecessarily and shamefully surrendered 
all sucb* advantages, totally evacuated the town of 
Buenos Ayres, and consented to deliver, and did shame- 
fully abandon and deliver up to the enemy the strong 
fortress of Monte Video, which had been committed to 
his charge, and which, at the period of the treaty and 
abandonment, was weli«and sufficiently garrisoned and 
provided against attack, and which was not, at such pe- ! 
riod, in a state of blockade or siege : such conduct on 
the part of the said Liemenant-General Whitelocke 
tending to the dishonour ol his Majesty’s arms, and be* 
ing contrary to his duty as an officer, prejudicial to good 
,,©rder and military discipline, and contrary to the articles 
of war. 

This important trial occupied' thirty-one days of real 
business, with very few adjournments or delays. The 
charges, excepting a part of the second, were fully 
proved against the General; the opinion of the coart, 
as to his guilt, was fully sanctioned by his Majesty; 
and, by the following official document, he was cashiered, 
and declared totally unfit and unworthy “ever to serve 
again in any military capacity whatever. — 

** The Court Martial having duly considered the 
evidence given in support of the chaFges against the 
|>risoner,*Eieufenant-GeneraI Whitelocke, his defence, . 
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and the evidence fie has adduced, are of opinion, that - 
he is guifiy of the whvle of the said charges, with the 
' exception of that part of the second charge, which re- 
lates to the order, that ** the columns should be unloaded} 
and that no firing should be permit ted on any account” 

“ The court are anxious that it may be distinctly un- 
derstood, that they attach no censure whatever to the 
precautions taken to prevent unnecessary firing during 
the advance of the troops to the proposed points of at- 
tack, and do therefore acquit Lieutenant-General White- 
locke ofthat part of the said charge. 

“ The court adjudge. That the said Lieutenant-General 
Whitelocke be cashtoed \ and declared totally unfit and un- 
worthy to serve his Majesty in any Military Capacity what- 
ever, ' 

** The King has been pleased (o confirm the above 
sentence, and his Royal Highness the commander in 
chief has received his Maji^ly’s command to direct, that 
it shall be read at the head of every regiment in his 
^service, and inserted in all regimental orderly books, 
.with a view of its becoming a lasting memorial of the 
fatal consequences to which officers expose themselves, 
who, in the discharge of the important duties confided 
to them, are deficient in that zeal, judgment, and per- 
sonal exertion, which their sovereign, and their country, 
have a right to expect from officers entrusted with high 
command*. 

“ To his Majesty, who has ever taken a most lively 
interest in the welfare, th$ honour, and reputation of 
his troops, the recent failure of South America, hat 
proved a subject of the most heart-felt regret ; but it has 
been a great consolation to him, and his Majesty has 
commanded it to be intimated to the army, that after -th* 
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t>.osl minute investigation, his Majesty finds ample cause 
or gratification in the intrepidity and good conduct dis- 
p ayed by his troops, lately employed on that service, 
and particularly by those divisions of the army, which 

were personally engaged with the enemy in the town 

o Buenos Ayres, on the 5th ofJuly, 1 807 ; and, his Ma- 
jesty entertains no doubt, that had the exertions of his 
troops in South America been directed by the same skill 
and energy, which have so eminently distinguished his 
commanders in other quarters of the world, the result 
of the campaign would have, proved equally glorious to 
themselves, and beneficial to their country. 

“ command of his Royal Highness the Com-' 
mander in Chief, 

" Harry Calvert. 

Major-General and Adj.-General of the Forces.” 

About this time, some unpleasant occurrences also 
-took place in North America. In consequence of the 
unhandsome conduct of the American government, in 
countenancing the reception of deserters from the 
British navy. Admiral Berkely, the English commander 
in chief, on the American station, found it expedient to 
issue the following orders ; 

» Whereas many seamen, subjects of bis Britannic 
Majesty, and serving in his ships and vessels, as per 
margin,* while at anchor in the Chesapeak, deserted and 
entered on board the United States frigate, called the 
■Chesapeak, and openly paraded the streets of Norfolk, 


• Bellisle, BeUona, Triumph, Chichester, Halifa*, and -Zenobie 
c uttar. ' 
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sight of their officers, under the American flag, protec* 
ted by the magistrates of the town, and the recruiting 
officer belonging to the above-mentioned American 
frigate, which magistrates and naval officer. refused giv- 
ing them up, although demanded by his Britannic Ma- 
jesty’s consol, as w ell as the captains of the ships from 
which the said men had deserted. 

“ The captains and commanders of his Majesty’s 
-ships and vessels under my command are therefore 
. hereby required and directed, in case of meeting with 
the American frigate the Chesapeak at sea, and without 
the limits of the United States, to shew to the captain 
of her this order, and to require to search his ship for 
the deserters from the before-mentioned ships, and to 
proceed and search for the same; and if a similar de- 
mand should be made by the American, he is to be per- 
mitted to search for any deserters from their service, ac- 
cording to the customs and usage of civilized nations, 
on terms of peace and amity with each other. 

“ Given under my hand at Halifax, Nova Scotia, 1st 

June, IH07 . 

•• G. C. Berkeley. 

*t T 0 the respective Captains and Commanders 
his Majesty i ships and vessels on the North 
American station.” 


Thus, it appears, it was known that the American fri- 
gate, the Chesapeak, had several English deserters on 
board; and as it was also known, that that ship was 
about to sail for the Mediterranean, his Majesty’s ship 
Leopard, of fifty guns, Captain Humphreys, was order- 
ed to cruise off the Capes, in expectation of falling in 
with her. This event very soon took place, and an ac- 


Digitized by Google 



CTR, REGISTER OF NAVAL ACTIONS. Ill 

tion was the consequence, ihe details of which will be 
seen by the following extract of a letter from a gentle- 
man on board the Leopard, dated Chesapeak Bay, June 
24s, 180/ 


tf We arrived here on the 21st instant, and, agreeably* 
to the orders of the Hon. Vice-Admiral Berkeley, (ii* 
the event of meeting the United States frigate Chesa- 
peak, to search her for deserters, of whom we had in* 
formation) the next morning the signal was made for 
the Bellona to proceed to sea, which we did, at nine 
o'clock this morning; the Chesapeak was then passing 
the Belloua, about three mites within us. We stood to 
the S. E. with the wind at S. W. until eleven, when it 
shifted to E. which retarded the progress of the frigate, 
being obliged to beat out. We kept on a' wind, under 
easy sail, until she got within Lwo miles of us, when she 
shortened sail, and we bore down to her ; we were 
about twelve' or fourteen miles from the land ; when 
sufficiently close, the Captain hailed, and said he had 
dispatches from the British commander in chief; — the 
answer was, " send them on board, I shall heave to;" 
which he did accordingly. An officer was sent on 
board with the Admiral's order, and a letter from Cap- 
tain Humphrey, saying, he hoped to be able to execute 
the Admiral’s order in the most amicable manner ; and 
after the commodore read the order and letter, he told 
him that his orders from his government were most 
peremptory in not suffering any foreigner to muster his 
ship's compaoy, but that he would write an answer to 
Captain Humphreys's letter, if he would be the bearer 
of it to him. A fter having answered in the affirmative, 

K 2 


Digitized by Google 



II Q 


THE BRITISH TRIDENT; 


he wrote, saying that he had no deserters, and that hiY 
instructions prevented hirallowing the Chesapeak to be 
searched. He returned with this answer, after being 
on board forty minutes. As the admiral's order was 
positive, there was no alternative but force} so we 
edged down to her, and Captain Humphreys hailed, and 
said, that Commodore Barron must be aware that the 
order of the British commander in chief must be obeyed. 
The only reply made to this (which was thrice repeat-' 
ed) was, •• I do not understand what you say/*-— Now, 
as we were to windward, and heard distinctly his an- 
swer, it is evident he also must have heard what Cap- 
tain Humphreys said. Orders were then given to fire : 
a shot across her bows from the lower deck ; after a mi- 
nute another, and in two more, no satisfactory answer 
being given, Captain Humphreys ordered the fire U> be 
opened on her, beginning with the foremost gun, and* 
in succession after; but as the order was not perfectly 
understood, a broadside was poured into her; Commo- 
dore Barron then hailed, when orders Were given to 
cease firing, but as he said he was only going to send a 
boat on board, and as they were preparing to return the 
fire, it was supposed an artifice to gain time, and orders 
were again given to fire two broadsides more were 
the result, when she struck. Two lieutenants, with 
several midshipmen, went then on board the Chesapeak 
to search for deserters, and after being there three hours, 
returned with four, three belonging to the Melampns, 
and one to the Halifax ; the latter is the fellow who* 
abused Lord. J. Townshend at Norfolk. Commodore 
Barron wrote to Captain Humphreys, saying, that he 
considered the Chesapeak as his prize, and that he was 
ready to deliver her up to any person authorized to re- 
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ceive her. Captain Humphreys replied, that he had 
executed the orders of the commandeF in chief, he had 
nothing more to (Jo with her ; that he must forthwith join, 
the rest of the squadron, and that he not only lamented, 
most sincerely, the necessity that compelled him to vi- 
olent measures, but that if he could render the Chesa- 
peak any service, he would cheerfully do it. In short. 
Captain Humphreys has conducted himself throughout 
the whole of this unpleasant transaction, in the most 
praise-worthy manner, as an officer and gentleman. He 
has more humanity iiv his composition than most of 
mankind ^ you may theu suppose his feelings were none 
of the most comfortable on this occasion. The Chesa- 
peak returned but a few shot they were scarcely pre- 
pared when we began, and were thrown into such con- 
fusion that the greatest part of the people deserted their 
quarters. . 

u The number of men killed on board the Chesapealt, 

according to their own statement, was six, and twenty- 
three wounded. 

“ Twenty-six shot went through the hulk seven be- 
tween wind and water; the sails were completely 
riddled, and $ have not a doubt, but that in ten minutes, 
more she would have gone down - T the sea being so. 
smooth every shot told 1 after the first broadside, which 
was chiefly at the rigging. 

“ Commodore Barron was slightly wounded in the 
leg by a splinter — he behaved in the coolest way ima- 
ginable, and stood in the open gang- way the greatest 
part of the time/’ 

In consequence of this action, which was provoked 
by the misconduct of the Americans, the government 
of the United Stales affected to feel extremely sore;, and 
k a 
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Mr. Jefferson, (he president, wh# has always been 
distinguished by a spirit of hostility against this country/ 
issued the following proclamation 

"♦During the wars which, for some lime, have un- 
happily prevailed among the powers of Europe, the 5 
United States of America, firm in their principles of 
peace, have endeavoured by justice, by a regular dis« 
charge of all their national and social duties, and by 
every friendly office their situation has admitted, to main- 
tain, with all the belligerents, their accustomed relations 
of friendship, hospitality, and commercial intercourse. 
Taking no part in the questions which aniaiate these 
powers against each other, nor permitting themselves to 
entertain a wish but for the general restoration of peace, 
they have observed, with good faith, the neutrality they 
assunfed, and they believe that no instance of a depar- 
ture from its duties, can be justly imputed to themi>y 
any nation. A free use of their harbours and waters, 
the means of refitting and refreshment, of succour to 
their sick ahd suffering, have, at all limes, and on equal 
principles, been extended to all, and this too amidst a 
constant recurrence of acts of insubordination to the laws* 
of violence to the persons, and of trespasses on the pro- 
perty of our citizens, committed by officers of one of the 
belligerent parties received among us. In truth these 
abuses of tfcfe laws of hospitality have, with few excep- 
tions, become habitual to the commanders of the Brit- 
ish armed yessels hovering on our coasts, and frequent- 
ing our harbours. They have been the subject of re- 
peated representations to their government. Assurances 
have been (given that proper orders should restrain them 
wbfaili the bouts of the rights and of Ike respect due to 
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a friendly nation ; but those orders and assurances have 
been without effect ; and no instance of punishment for 
past wrongs has taken place. At length, a deed tran- 
scending all we have hitherto seen, or suffered, brings 
the public sensibility to a serious crisis, and our forbear* 
ance to a necessary pause. A frigate of the United 
States, trusting to a state of peace, and leaving her har- 
bour on a distant service, has been surprised and attack- 
ed by a British vessel of superior force, one of a squa- 
dron then, lying in our waters and covering the trans- 
action, and hat been disabled for service, with the loss, 
of a number of men killed and wounded. 

u This enormity was not only without provocation 
or justifiable cause, but was committed with theavowed 
purpose of taking by- force, from a ship*of war of the 
United States, a part of her crew, and jhat no circum- 
stance might.be wanting to mark its character, it had 
been previously ascertained that the seamen demanded 
were natives of the United Slates. Having effected his 
purpose, he returned to anchor with his squadron 
within our jurisdiction. Hospitality under such cir- 
cumstances, ceases to be a duty; and a continuance of 
it, with such uncontrolled abuses, would tend only, by 
multiplying injuries and irritations, to bring on a rup- 
ture between the two nations. This extreme resort ie 
equally opposed to the interests of both, as it is to assur- 
ance of the most friendly dispositions on the part of the 
British government, in the midst of which this outrage 
has been committed. In this light the subject cannOft 
but present itself to that government, and strengthen* 
the motives to an honourable reparation of the wrong 
which has been done, and to that effectual controuiof 
Us naval commanders, which alone. can justify thct go* 
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vernment of (he United States in the exercise ofthdse 
hospitalities it is now constrained to discontinue. 

In consideration of these circumstances, and of the 
right of every nation to regulate its own police# to pro- 
vide for its peace and for the safetyef its citizens, and 
consequently to refuse the admission of armed . vessels 
into its harbeurs or waters, either in such numbers# or 
of such description, as are inconsistent with these, or 
with the maintenance of the authority of live laws, I have 
thought proper, in pursuance of the authorities specially 
given by law, to issue this my Proclamation, hereby re- 
quiring all armed vessels bearing commissions under the 
government of Great Britain, now within the harbours 
or waters of the United States, immediately and without 
any delay to depart from the same, and interdicting 
the entrance of all the said harbours and waters to the 
said armed vessels, and to all others bearing commis- 
sions under the authority of the British government. 

“ And if the said vessels, or any of them, shall farlto 
depart as aforesaid, or if they or any others, so inter- 
dicted, shall hereafter enter the harbours or waters 
aforesaid, I do, in that case, forbid all intercourse with 
them, or any of them, their officers or crew, and do 
prohibit all supplies and aid from being furnished to 
them, or to any of them* 

° And I do declare and make known, that if any per- 
son from, of within the jurisdictional limits of the Unit- 
ed States, shall afford any aid to any such vessels, con- 
trary to the prohibition contained in this proclamation, 
either in repairing any such vessel, or in furnishing her, 
her officers or crew, with supplies of any bind, or ii> 
any manner whatsoever, or if any pilot shall assist in na- 
vigating any of the said armed vessels, unless it be foe 
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ihe purpose of carrying them, in the first instance, be- 
yond the limits and jurisdiction of the Unked States, 
or unless it be in the case of a vessel forced by distress, 
or charged with public despatches, as herein after pro- 
vided ior, such person or persons shall, on conviction, 
suffer all the pains and penalties by the laws provided 
for in such offences. And I do hereby enjoin and re- 
quire all persons bearing office, civil or military, within 
or under the authority of the United States, and all 
others, citizens or inhabitants thereof, with vigilance 
and promptitude to exert their respective authorities, 
and to be aiding and assisting to the carrying this 
proclamation, and every part thereof, into full effect. 

“ Provided, nevertheless, that if such vessels shall be 
forced into the harbours or waters of the United States, 
by distress, by the dangers of the sea, or by th&.pursuit 
of an enemy, or shall enter them charged with dispatches 
or business from their government, or shall be a public 
packet for (be conveyance of letters and dispatches the 
commanding officer immediately reporting his vessel 
to the collector of the district, stating the object, or 
causes of entering the said harbours or waters, and con- 
forming hiruseifto the regulations in that case prescrih- 
ed under.the authority of the laws, shall be allowed the 
benefit of such regulations respecting repairs, supplies, 
stay, intercourse, and departure, as shall be permitted 
under the same authority. 

“ In testimony whereof, 1 have caused the seal.ofthe 
United Stales to be affixed to these presents, add signed 
theiame. 

“ Given at the city of Washington, the second day uf 
July, in the year of our Lord, one thousand eight bun- 
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dred and seven, and of (he sovereignty and inde- 
pendence of the United Slates the thirty-first. 

[Sea/] •• Th. Jef f eh son. 

'* By the President, , , 

James Madison, Secretary of State." 

At New York, on the very day that the above pro- 
clamation was issued, a general meeting of the citizens 
was holden (similar to others which had been convened 
at Norfolk, Portsmouth, Hampton, &c.) at which the 
following resolutions were passed - 
• u Having received, with the molt lively indignation* 
authentic information that on the 22d ult. an attack un- 
warranted by the known usages of nations, and in viola- 
tion of our national rights, was made off the Capes of 
Virginia, on the United States Frigate Chesapeak, Com- 
modore Barron, by his Britannic Majesty's armed ship 
the Leopard, Captain Humphreys, the citizens of New 
York, assembled in general meeting, deem it to be their 
duty to express their opinions on this fresh outrage offered 
totheir national sovereignty by thenavy of Great Britain* 

“ Resolved, That it is, and has been the policy of our 
government, and the wish, because it is the interest of 
our citizens, to be at peace with all the world. 

4t Resolved, That although we cherish peace with 
the greatest sincerity, yet that we bold ourselves ready, 
at the call of our government, to resist all infringements 
of our.national rights, and violation of our national honour. 

M Resolved, That we consider the dastardly and un- 
provoked attack made on the United States armed ship 
Cbes*p«ak, by his Britannic Majesty's ship Leopard, to 
he a violation of our national rights, as atrocious as it is 
unprecedented. 
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u Resolved, That we are determined to maintain the 
rights and dignity of our country with our lives and for- 
tunes, and that we will support our government in what- 
ever measures it may deem necessary to adopt, in the 
present crisis of affairs. 

“ Resolved, That whatever differences of opinion 
may exist among us on our merely local concerns, yet 
that we love our country, and will cordially unite in re- 
sisting the attempts of any nation to invade our rights, or 
tarnish our national honour. 

44 Resolved, That the offending ships at Hampton 
Roads have wantonly violated the laws of, and forfeited 
their title to, national hospitality. 

44 Resolved, That we highly approve the spirited and 
patriotic conduct of our fellow-citizens at Norfolk, 
Portsmouth, and Hampton. 

4< Resolved, That we deeply lament the death of 
those of our fellow-citizens who fell, and sincerely sym- 
pathise with those who were wounded on board the Che- 
s a peak. ** De Witt Clinton, Chairman. 

“ Jacob Morton, Secretary.” 

The proceedings of the populace, at Norfolk, were 
particularly violent and vindictive. The British consul 
at that port was prevented from executing the duties of 
bis office, and was not even permitted to hold any com- 
munication with his Majesty's ships at the anchorage; 
in consequence of which, the following letter was 
addressed by Captain Douglas, of the Beliona, to the 
mayor of Norfolk : — 

44 His Majestf s ship Beliona * Hampton Roads , 

' ; J u fy3, 1807* 

" Sir,— I beg leave to represent to you, that having' 
observed in the newspapers a resolution, made, by a 
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committee on the 29th ult. prohibiting any comihunica- 
Uon between'his Britannic Majesty's consul at Norfolk, 
and bis ships lying at anchor in Lynhaven Bay, and this 
being a measure extremely hostile, not only in depriv- 
ing the British consul from discharging the duties of 
his office, but, at the same time, preventing me from ob- 
taining that information so absolutely necessary for his 
Majesty’s service, I am, therefore, determined, if this 
infringement is not immediately annulled, to prohibit 
every vessel, bound either in or out of Norfolk, to pro- 
ceed to their destination, until 1 know the pleasure of 
my government, or the commander in chief of the sta- 
tion. You must be perfectly aware, that the British 
flag never has, nor will be insulted with impunity. 
You must also be aware, that it has been, and is still in 
my power, to obstruct the whole hade of the Chesapeak. 
since the late circumstance, which I desisted from, trust- 
ing that general unanimity woald be restored. Respect- 
ing the circumstances of the deserters, lately apprehend- 
ed from theUnited States frigate Chesapeak, that, in my 
opinion, must be decided between the two governments^ 
alone. It, therefore, rests with the inhabitants of Nor- 
folk either to engage in war or remain on terms of 
peace. 

Agreeably to my intentions, I have proceeded to 
Hampton Roads, with the squadron under roy command, 
to wait your answer, which I trust you wilj favour me 
with without delay. 

“I have the honour to be. Sir, . 

Ydur obedient humble «ervant, 

“ J. L. Douglas.” 

^ To Richard Lee , Esq, Mayor (f 
Norfolk , Firginia.” 

l 
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u P. S. I enclose you (wo letters, directed Co the 
British consul at Norfolk, which you will be pleased Co 
forward him. 

“ J. E. D.* . . 

The mayor convened the recorder and aldermen, 
when the following answer was agreed on, and ordered 
to be sent ; — 

" Norfolk, July 4, 1 80?. 

' ' f Sir, — I have received your menacing letter of yes- 
terday. The day on which this answer is written, 
ought of itself to prove to the. subjects of your sovereign 
that the American people are not to be intimidated by 
menace, or induced to adopt any measures, except by 
a sense of their perfect propriety. Seduced by the false 
show of security, they may be sometimes surprised 
and slaughtered, while unprepared to resist a supposed 
friend : that delusive security is now, however, passed 
for ever. 

The late occurrence has taught u i to confide our 
safety no longer to any thing but our own force. We 
do not seek hostility, nor shall we avoid it. We are 
prepared for the worst you may attempt, and will do 
whatever shall be judged proper to repel force, whenso- 
ever your efforts shall render any act of ours necessary. 
Thus much for the threats of your letter, which can. be 
considered in no pther light than as addressed Co lhe 
supposed fears of our citizens. , ■ - 

ta In answer to any part of it, which is particularly 
addressed to me, as the first judicial officer of this bo- 
rough, 1 have but to say, that you must be aware, that 
the judiciary of no country possesses any other po we/a 
Jban those confetred upon it by the law. 

'VOL VI. N l. 
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44 The same channel through which you have derived 
♦he intelligence stated by yourself, must have also an* 
nounced to you, that the act of which you complain 
is an act of individuals, and not of the government. 

“ If this act be wrong and illegal, the judiciary of this 
country, whenever the case is prbperly brought before 
H, will take care to do its duty. At present it hath no 
judicial information of any outrage on the laws, and 
therefore will not act. 

“ If you, Sir, please to consider this act of individuals 
as a measure extremely hostile ; and shall commence 
hostility without waiting the decision of our two go- 
vernments, although you yourself «ack no wledge that it 
properly belongs to them alone to decide, the inhabi- 
tants of Norfolk will conform.lo your example, and pro* 
tect themselves against any lawless aggression which 
may be made upon their persons or property ; they* 
therefore leave il with you, either to engage in a war, 
or to remain on terms of peace until the pleasure of our 
respective governments shall be known. 

" Your letters, directed to the British consul of this 
place, have been forwarded to him. 

44 I have the honour to be. Sir, 

44 Your most obedient servant, 

44 Richard E. Lee, Mayor.” 

44 To John E. L\mglaS) Esq. commanding 
his Britannic Majesty's ships in 
Hampton Reads' 9 

The bearer of the above letter, made the following 
report to the mayor of Norfolk, respecting the in- 
terview which he had with Captain Douglas : — 
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s Norfolk, July 5, 1807 Vtt 

u Sir, —In pursuance of your request, I this day we^t 
down to the British squadron lying in Hampton Roads* 
for the purpose of delivering the letter with which 1 waj 
charged to Captain Douglas. On arriving atong-side qfc 
his ship the Beifona, I was invited on board, and re/- 
ceived by Captain Douglas himself at the gang-way, 
and conducted to his cabin, where I found assembled, all 
the captains of his squadron. 1 immediately informed 
.him, that you had yesterday received a letter from him, 
the answer to which I had been requested to deliver, and 
placed it in his hand. He read the letter very alien* 
lively, and then handed it to Captain Hardy, from whom 
it passed to the other captains in succession. When 
they had all perused it. Captain Douglas observed tp . 
me, ' I presume. Sir, you are acquainted witji the con- 
tents of thi& letter / I told him I was perfectly so. He 
then stated that his letter must have been misappre* 
hended, that it contained no expression of menace whi<?|i 
he recollected, and that certainly it was not his inten- 
tion to use language which could he construed to con- 
vey such ideas. He referred to Captain Hardy, say- 
ing, that he had shewn him the letter previously to its 
being sent, and had requested his opinion as to its senti- 
ments. Captain Hardy concurred with Captain Doug- 
las in the opinion and objects of the communication. I 
then remarked to them the particular expressions in the 
letter, which I considered as the language of threat, and 
adverted to the circumstance of the words ‘immediately 
annulled/ being underscored. He said, that this under- 
scoring must have been done by his clerk, without lys 
direction, and had escaped his observation ; but again 
assured me, upon his honour, that if any expression 
i 2 
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in the letter wore the appearance of a threat, it was not 
ta be so understood. 

* ,f Capiain Douglas next adverted to the condasion 
of the letter, in which the alternative of peace or war is 
left to himself. He said upon this subject, that he had 
no orders to commit any act of hostility, and that thei’r 
was no man from whose intention or wishes such an ob- 
ject was more remote ; that he was anxious to preserve 
the relations of amity which had existed between ihfe 
two governments, and that no act ofhis should tend to in- 
terrupt their harmony, unless he was ordered by his su* 
perinrs to perform such acts, in which case, aS an officer* 
he must do his duty. He repeated, however, that hfe 
had at present no such orders, nor did he eXpefct to re- 
ceive such. He stated, that he had’ it in his charge! ge 5 - 
nerally, to guard his flag, afid those under its protectibrf, 
from insult or assault of any kind, and that this )h all 
situations he must unquestionably do; but that an^r 
further measure he; was not at present authorised, nc*r 
was it his intention to take. I here stated to him the 
many insulting irienaces which had been comrrtuhicdted 
in Norfolk, as coming from him. He positively denied 
ever having uttered any such; declared, if they had 
bee* u*ed by any of hi$ officers, that they were unau- 
thorised, and disapproved of by him, remarking, at the 
same time, that he hoped all who knew' him, would do 
him the justice to believe, that he was not in the habit 
of using the language of threat. He here too again re- 
ferred to all the officers to say, if the) bad ever heard 
him at any time, even while speaking confidently to 
them, utter such expressions ; and they united in de- 
claring Hiat they had not* 
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“ A desultory conversation thpn took place between 
Captain Douglas, the other captains, and myself, which 
continued nearly an hour, in the course of which many 
remarks were made, which had no reference to the 
subject of your letter, or were in any way connected 
. with it. These, Sir, I have already communicated to 
yourself, and to all my fellow citizens with whom I. 
have conversed upon this subject ; but as they are not 
cpnnected with the subject of your letter, I presume it 
would be unnecessary again to datail them here. In ; 
the course of this conversation, I described to them, as 
well as I was able, the sentiment which universally pre- 
vailed through the country at this time, the cause from 
whence it proceeded, and the effects it would produce,, 
provided any efforts on their part should be made to op- 
pose the public resolves, as to intercourse or supplies,. 

1 explicitly declared, that we had as yet received no 
authority from our governme nt to proceed to acts of ag- 
gression, but that, we were authorised, and were pre-- 
pared for defence, and for the protection of ourselves, 
and property ; to prove which, I placed in the hands, 
of Captain Douglas, an extract from the letter of Go- 
vernor, Gabel, to Brigadier-General Maihews, which I[ 
had mode for that purpose.. I concluded by warning; 
him again not to send any of his officers or peopfrorii 
shore ; for that if he did, the arms of the civil authority, . 
Ldid not believe, would .be able to protect them from ■ 
the vengeance of an enraged people ; that this- might 
lead to consequences which might possibly be yet avert*, 
ed ; and if he was sincere in the. sentiments he had ex** 
pressed, he would be anxious to prevent such results. . 
Captain Douglas and . all the captains, declared, that * 
they were aware of the present state of lb# public, feel-- 
1.3 
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ings; and deplored the circumstance which had excited 
it 5 that they did not intend toexpose any of their people 
to the resentment of ours, which they could conceive 
was highly inflamed; that as to supplies they did hot 
want at piesent, but when they did, they should ntot at- 
tempt to procure them in any way which would ex- 
cite the opposition of the citizens of this country. 

u Upon this the subject of intercourse, he did not 
expect to hold any with the people of this country, nor 
was there any occasion for it. He only wished lobe 
permitted freely to communicate With the accredited 
officer of his government here, w ho had been formeily 
received and recognized by our executive, and whose 
functions he presumed none but the governmervt had & 
right to put down. As to the particular manner in which 
this communication might be carried on, it was a mat- 
ter quite indifferent to him. He had no objection to 
that being regulated by ourselves, in any way which 
is judged proper, and that he would c ertainly pursue the 
mode which might be suggested as most agreeable to us, 
provided the channel of communicat ion was kept free 
and open. To this I stated, that I had no authority 
from any person to enter into any engagement with 
him: but that as an individual I would state, that 
letten he had forwarded under cover to you had been 
safely delivered, and that therefore, I presumed any 
other dispatches of a like kind would be treated in the 
same way. But upon this subject, I could only refer 
him to you and your associates for information. He 
then stated that he would to-day write an answer to 
your letter, which he would forward as before, and I left 
his ship. Captain Douglas again repeating the substance 
of what I have already stated. 
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•* From the moment 1 approached the Belfona, to that 
on which 1 left her, my treatment from Captain Douglas, 
and all his oncers. Was marked by as much attention,, 
politeness, and respect, as arty gehtfeman evet received 
from others. My particular friend Mr. James T&ylor,. 
jun. accompanied me on board the British ship, for rea~ 
sons that will at once suggest themselves to you, when 
you remember the delicate and embarrassing situation 
in which I might be* placed, tie remained oh board* 
the whcrtfe time with me, and was a witness to every 
thing which passed. I have read to him this comrauni* 
cation, 'Sir, in order.to ascertain if my recollection was 
correct, Ahd hiaOcdrds with roe in every statement here 
made. ’* 

“ I have forwarded a copy of this letter to the go* 
vernor of Virginia, and to the Federal Executive, be- 
lieving that at this lime it is the duty of every citizen 
to keep his government well informed of every Ihin^ 
which may be useful. 1 

• * 1 am, respectfully. Sir, 

“ Your most obedi&nf servant, 

“L. W . Tazewrll.* 

" To Richard £. Lee, Esq . Mayor vf the 
Borough of Norfolk” 

The subjoined letter from Captairi Dougfes, is in' 
reply to the Mayor of Norfolk’s communication of Jul^ 
the 4th : — 

“ His Majesty's ship Be Ilona, Harhpion Roads j 
the 10/A (f July, 1807. 

" Sir, — I have the honour to acknowledge the leceipfy 
of your fetter of the 4th instant, in tinaWeir to mine of the 
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'preceding day, requesting that the British consul might 
be restored to his powers. 

" As every circumstance relative to the above com- 
munication was so fully discussed in presence of the 
gentlemen deputed by the magistracy of Norfolk, as 
bearers of your dispatch, have only in addition to re- 
mark, that as far as I am individually concerned, every 
exertion shall be used that I can, consistent with the 
honour and dignity of the British flag, tend to an ami- 
cable termination, « 

" I have the honour to be, Sir, 

“ Your obedient humble Servant, 

" J. E. Douglas/* 

" To Richard E. Lee, Esq. Mayor of the 
Borough of Norfolk, Virginia.” 

Subsequently to the above, several of the deserters,, 
who were taken out of the Chesapeak, were tried and 
convicted on the clearest evidence.* 

These proceedings were mentioned in bofh Houses 
of Parliament \ and a negociation immediately ensued 
between the British and American ministers, in Lon- 
don. In consequence, however, of some difficulties 
which presented themselves, it was found expedient to 
* send Mr. Rose, junior, on a special mission to the go- 
vernment of the United States. In the mean lime, the 
American rabble continued its inflammatory exertions,, 
and adopted every mode, w ithin its reach,, of sow ing 
dissent ipn, and of instigating mutiny, amongst the seamen . 
of the British ships*. A.rautiny, which bad broken ouL 
on board of the Jason was thus mentioned, in a letter 
ffom Halifax, of the L6th of September His Majes- 
ty's ship Jasoft has arrived from New York, under very. 
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cm peasant circa m si ances. While lying there, whenr 
the captain went on shore (it was obliged to be done ii) 
ilisguise, and by night) having occasion to send a lieu- 
tenant on shore, the moment the boat landed, the Ame- 
rican rabblefnvited the crew to desert, by saying, “ Do 
you want your liberty ? now is your time, you are in the 
land of liberty !” in consequence of which rhecrew im- 
mediately left the boat; The officer attempted to inti- 
midate them by drawing a pistol upon them, but 
Was immediately surrounded by the mob,* and had it 
not been for the interference of a captain in the Amen* 
tan navy, he would have been tarred and feathered ; 
however, escaped unhurt. Alter this, a still mbrfe 
Unpleasant affair occurred : a mutiny broke out amoh^ 
thfe crew of the Jason. They put on the gratings^ 
placed shot boxes upon them to prevent the officers 
frorh coining up, and rushed aft to lower the boats 
down, in order to desert. Fortunately the officers forced* 
their way tb the deck, ih spite of the precautions t&kdft 
to prevent them ; and Upon the first lieutenant making 
some thrusts at thfem with d boaHh'hg pikb>, and thd 
bthbr officers getting possession of the small arfos, they 
Were obliged tb retreat belovV, and surrender. Forty* 
five were put in irons, and they are now here for 
trial.'’ — 

With the view of conciliating the Americans, Admi* 
fal Berkeley* was recalled from his command on that 
Coast, and Sir J. B. Warren Was sent but to succeed 
him. A proclamation was also issued by the British, 
government, for recalling and prohibiting seamen from 
serving foreign princes and states ; a measure Which 
occasioned considerable dissatisfaction at home, in cbn* 
sequence of a certain objectionable passage which th« 
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proclamation contained. The objectionable passage 
related to the order, for his Majesty** captains, masters, 
&c. to claim such natural born subjects of Gres! Britain, 
as might be serving on board foreign ships of war, in a 
state of amity with us ; and, in case of refusal, to trans- 
mit a statement of the same to the British ministers re- 
siding at the seat of government of the state so refusing, 
or to the Admiralty at home. It was contended, that 
the order for this circumlocutory mode of proceeding 
was an absolute abandonment of the right of search, and 
a complete disavowal of the propriety and justice of the 
proceeding under Admiral Berkeley. Without dwelling 
upon the particularity of the case of the Leppard and 
Chesapeake, or on its total want of precedent , we must 
jnsist, that the conduct of Admiral Berkeley was in the 
strictest conformity not only to the maritime laws of 
England, but to the laws of every maritime power in 
the world. Admiral Berkeley did not claim the right 
qf search , as an exclusive right ; but in his official orders, 
expressly observed, that “ if a similar demand should 
be made by the American, he is to be permitted to search 
for any deserters from their service, according to the cus- 
tom and usage qf civilized nations in amity with each 
other * 9 This as we have just observed, was in the 
Strictest conformity to maritime law. Amongst various 
claims of power, jurisdiction, and of the authority of the 
Lord High Admiral, we find the following statement 
of demand and, admission : — u The Lord High Admiral* 
by virtue of the authority he derives from the Crown, 
may and doth require the commanders of our ships of 
war, to demand seafaring men, who are natural born 
subjects, from foreign ships, and upon refusal (which is 
a palpable injury to the prince whose subjects t hey are) 
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to take them by force. This is an undoubted right of all 
maritime princes whatsoever, and hath been an ancient 
custom." The justice and legality of Admiral Berkeley's' 
conduit is, therefore, clearly established ; and any ces- 
sion of the u undoubted " right here described, is a 
deterioration of the rights and respectability of the 
country. 

In the course of the year, several orders in council 
were issued by the British government, in counteraction 
of Buonaparte's decree, by which he had malevolenily, 
but inefficiently, declared this country to be in a state 
of blockade. The substance of these orders was, 
that no vessel should be permitted to trade from one 
port to another, both which ports should belong to, or 
be in the possession of, France or her allies, or should be 
so far under their contract, as that British vessels might 
not freely trade thereat, on pain of being seized and 
•condemned as lawful prize, 

The Americans affected to take great umbrage at 
these orders ; though, with a spirit of singular hostility 
towards the trade of this country , they had, before they 
were aware of their existence, laid an embargo upoi{ 
their own shipping, thus virtually suspending all com- 
munication with England. It is deserving of notice tod, 
that the English orders, by their operation, were not 
levelled particularly against the commerce of the Ame- 
ricans; but were adopted merely for the purpose of 
counteracting the French decree, which, in its nature 
and operation, bore considerably harder on the subjects 
of the United States. These orders, however, have 
long formed a bone of contention between the two go- 
vernments. 
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During the summer, a very formidable expedition 
was assembled at Yarmouth 5 (be object of which, was 
to secure the Danish fleet, at Copenhagen, and to pre- 
vent it from falling into the hands of the French# Up* 
wards of eighty ships were collected, and all the trans- 
ports had as many flat? bottomed boats on board as they 
could stow. About 20,000 troops were also embarked, 
under the command of Lord Gathcart. The naval part 
of the service was placed under Admiral Gambier, 
Vice Admiral Stanhope, Rear Admiral Essington,. Sir 
Home Popham, (captain of the fleet) Commodore Sir 
Samuel Hood, and Commodore Keats. 

Towards the latter end of July, the following force 


sailed from Yarmouth on its destination 

Prince of Wales 98 Franchise - 

... 36 

Pomp 6 e — ... 

. . 80 Leda 

... 38 

Minotaur. ......... 

..7 4- Survillanle. ...... 

... 36 

Resol ution ........ 

. . 74 Solebay . 

... 32 

Orion ............ 

.. 74 Comus .... 

... SS* 

Majestic 

.. 74* Cambrian 

38 

Colitah .... .... . . 

..74- Leveret - .. 

16 

Valiant. ........ 

..74 Goshawk 

... 16 

Vanguard .......... 

..74- Alacrity 

... 16 

Thunderer ..... — 

.. 74 Orestes ........ . 

... 16 

Nassau 

..64 Fearless......... 

14 

Ruby 

..64 Minx.. 

... 14 

Dictator 

.. 64 Safeguard ....... 

14 

Cen’aur .......... 

..74 Ariel 

14 

Alfred 

.. 74 Hyacinth ....... 

... 16 

Agamemnon 

.. 64 Halcyon 

16 

A ainrmirt ........ 

• • 65 Archer ......... 

.... 14 

Brunswick 

• • 74 Urgent......... 

... 14 

Maid a ............ 

..74 Cayenne...;.... , 

20 
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Ganges . 
Spencer . 
Mars ... 
Defence . 
Captain 
Hercule 
Hussar.. 
Sybille . • 
Nymphe 


74 Fury 

74- Acute 

14? 

16 

74- Pincher 


74 Tigress 

1 * 

74 Zebra... 


36 Princess of Wales cutter 

38 Thunderer 


36 Forward 



The whole of the expedition had assembled off Elsi- 
neur, on the 12th of August, and every disposition was 
made for disembarking the army ; but, the wind not 
allowing the transports to move towards Copenhagen, 
it was not until the evening of the 15th, that they ar- 
rived off Wibeck, a village situated about mid- way be- 
tween Elsineur and Copenhagen, where, on the follow- 
ing morning, the army was disembarked without the 
slightest opposition. Previously to this, however, at 
an interview with the Prince Royal of Denmark, Mr. 
Jackson, the English envoy, had requested to be in- 
formed, whether the Danish government intended to 
declare for, or against England ; because in the present 
system of violent measures adopted on the Continent, 
the neutrality of Denmark could no longer be acknow- 
ledged. His Royal Highness made this reply : — “ I 
will consider any power as my enemy? which shall en- 
deavour to make me depart from my neutrality And 
having thus delivered his sentiments, the Prince imme- 
diately set off from Kiel for Copenhagen, where he Ar- 
rived on the 1 1th of August. It appears that our adroi* 
ral waited the result of Mr. Jackson’s mission before he 
commenced his operations. 

VOL. VI. M 
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No sooner had the landing of the troops been effect- 
ed, than the British commanders issued the following 
Proclamation 

'‘Whereas the present treaties of peace, and the changes 
of government, and of territory aeceded to, and byso 
many foreign powers, have so far increased the influence 
of France on the continent of £urope, as to render it im- 
possible for Denmark, though it desires to be neutral, to 
preserve itsoeutrality, and absolutely necessary for those 
who continue to resist the French aggression, to take 
measures to prevent the arms of a neutral power from 
being turned against them. In this view the King can- 
not regard the present position of Denmark with indif- 
ference ; and his Majesty has* sent negociators with 
attfple powers to his Danish majesty, to request, in the 
most amicable manner, such explanations as the time* 
require, and a concurrence in such measures, as can 
alone give security against the further mischief which 
the French meditate through the acquisition of ihe 
Danish navy. 1 

« The King, our royal and most generous master, baa 
therefore judged it expedient to desire the temporary 
deposit of the Danish ships of the line in one of his Ma- 
jesty’s ports. 

<* This deposit seems to be soju*t, and indispensibly ne- 
cessary under the relative circumstances of the neutral 
and belligerent powers, that his Majesty has further 
deemed it a duty to himself and to his people, to support 
ly; demand by a powerful fleet, and by an army amply 
supplied with every preparation necessary for the roost 
determined and active enterprize. 

«• We come, therefore, to your shores, inhabitants of 
Zealaud, not as enemies, but in selMefence, to prevent 
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those who have so long disturbed the peace of Europe 

from compelling the force of your navy \o be turned 
against us. 

"We ask deposit, wehave not looked to capture; so 
far from it, the most solemn pledge has been offered to 
your government, and is hereby renewed, in the name, 
and at the express command, of the King our master, 
that if our demand is amicably acceded to, every ship 
belonging to Denmark shall, at the conclusion of a ge- 
neral peace, be restored to her in the same condiiion 
and state of equipment as when received under the 
protection of the British flag. It is in the power of 
your government, by a word, to sheath our swords, most 
reluctantly drawn against you; but if, on the other 
hand, the machinations of France render you deaf to the 
voice of reason, and to the call of friendship, the inno- 
cent blood that will be spilt, and the horrors of a be- 
sieged and bombarded capital, must fall on your own 
beads, and on those of your cruel advisers. 

“ His Majesty’s seamen and soldiers when on shore, 
will treat Zealand, as long as your conduct to them per- 
mits it, on the fooling of a province of the most friendly 
power in alliance with Great Britain, whose territory 
has the misfortune to be the theatre of war. 

" The persons of all those who remain at home, and 
who do not take a hostile part, will be held sacred. 
Property will be respected and preserved, and the most 
severe discipline will be enforced. 

" Every article of supply furnished or brought to mar- 
ket will be paid for at a fair and settled price ; but as 
immediate and constant supplies, especially of provi- 
sions, forage, fuel and transports, are necessary to alt 
armies, it is well known that requisitions aie msaVoid- 
m 2 
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able, and must be enforced. Much convenience must 
arise to the inhabitants, and much confusion and loss to 
them will be [^evented, if persons in authority are 
found in the several districts to whom requisitions may 
be addressed, arid through whom claims of payment 
may be settled and liquidated. 

11 If such persons are appointed, and discharge their 
duty without meddling in matters which do not con- 
cern them, they shall be respected, and all requisitions 
shall be addressed to them through the proper channels 
and departments of the navy and army ; but as forbear- 
ance on the pait of the inhabitants is essential to the 
principal of these arrangements, it is necessary that all 
manner of civil persons should remain at their respec- 
tive habitations; and any peasants or other persons 
found in arms, singly, or in small troops, or who may 
be guilty of any act of violence, must expect to be 
treated with rigour. 

i( The government of his Danish majestyhaving hither- 
to refused to treat this matter in an amicable way, part 
of the army has been disembarked, and the whole force 
has assumed a warlike attitude ; but it is as yet not 
too late for the voice of reason and moderation to 
be heard. 

" Given in the Sound, under our hands and seals this 
l6ih day of August, 1807. ^ 

“ (Signed) James Gambier. 

u Cathcart. w 

To prevent any reinforcements, or supplies, from fee- 
ing thrown into Zealand, or the contiguous islands, Ad- 
miral Gambier found it expedient to surround them 
with his shipping, and to declare them in a state of 
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blockade. In the mean time, the siege of the Danish 
capita! had been commenced ; into the military details 
of which, however, neither our limits, nor the nature 
of the present work, will permit us to enter. Under 
the date of August 23, Admiral Gambier, in his journal 
of the proceedings, says : — The battery on the left 
wing of the army (which is calculated to defend its ad- 
vance from the annoyance of gun- boats) being completed 
and mounted with thirteen twenty-four pounders, the 
construction of mortar batteries, under cover of the 
above, are in progress. The enemy observing these 
movements, appeared yesterday to be collecting their 
praams and gun-boats near the harbour’s mouth, in 
preparation for a powerful attack on our works. Our 
advanced squadron continuing in their position for de- 
fending the operations on shore, were, about ten A. M*. 
attacked by three praams (carrying each twenty guns) 
and a considerable number of gun-boats (<aid to be 
more than thirty), in addition to the fire from the Crown 
battery, floating, batteries, and block ships, which was 
continued for more than four hours. The fire was re* 
turned with greal spirit from the squadron, and some at- 
tempts were made to throw Mr. Congreve’s rockets, but 
the distance was* too great to produce much effect front 
them. About two P. M. the gun brigs which were 
farthest advanced, not being able to make any impres- 
siao against so vast a force were ordered to retire, and 
the firing ceajed/’-r-On the 24-th, in consequence of tho 
general success of the operations, the works which had 
been previously constructed were abandoned, and a po- 
sition taken nearer to the town. It is only from this pe- 
riod that the siege more regularly commenced. With- 
in seven days after, all the preparations for the attac 
m3 
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were completed ; and on the afternoon of the first of 
September, the following summons was sent to Gene- 
ral Peyman, the Danish Governor 

44 Sir, — We, the commanders in chief of his Majesty’s 
sea and land forces before Copenhagen, judge it expe- 
dient at this time to summon you to surrender the place, 
for the purpose of avoiding the future effusion of blood, 
by giving up a defence, which it is evident cannot long 
be continued. 

“The King, our gracious master, used every endea- 
vour to settle the matter, now in dispute, in the most 
conciliatory manner, through his diplomatic servants. 

44 To convince his Danish majesty and all the world, 
of the reluctance with which his Majesty finds himself 
compelled to have recourse to arms, we, the under- 
signed, at this moment, when our troops are before your 
gates, and our batteries ready to open, do renew to you 
the offer of the same advantageous and conciliatory 
terms which were proposed through his Majesty’s mi- 
nisters to your court. If you will consent to deliver up 
the Danish fleet, and to our carrying it away, it shall be 
held in deposit for his Danish majesty, and shall be re- 
stored, with all its equipments, in as good a state as it 
is received, as sbon as the provisions of a general peace 
shall remove the necessity which has occasioned this de- 
mand. 

“ The property of all sorts which has been captured 
since the commencement of hostilities will be restored 
to its owners, amd the union between the United King- 
doms of Great Britain and Ireland, may be renewed* 
But if this offer is rejected now, it cannot be repeated. 
T he captured property, public and private, must then 
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belong to the captors ; and the city when taken, must 
share the fate of conquered places. We must request 
an early decision, because in the present advanced po* 
sition of the troops so near your glacis, the most prompt 
and vigorous attack is indispensible, and delay would 
be improper. We therefore expect to receive your^de- 
cision by— . 

u We have the honour to be, 
u J* Gambier, Commander in Chief of his Majesty's 
ships. 

“ C athcart, Commander in Chief of the ar my.” 

To this summons. General Peyraan returned the fol* 
lowing answer:— 


Copenhagen, Sept. 1 , 1807. 

94 My Lords, 

,f Our fleet, our own indisputable properly, we are 
convinced is as safe in his Majesty's hands as ever it can 
be in those of the King of England, as our master never 
intended any hostilities against yours. 

“ If you are cruel enough to endeavour to destroy 
a city that has not given any the least cause to such a 
treatment at your hands, it must submit to its fate ; but 
honour and duty bid us to reject a’ proposal unbecom- 
ing an independent power; and we are resolved to repel 
every attack, and defend to the utmost the city and ou* 
good cause, for which we are ready to lay down our 
lives. * * 

“ The only proposal in my power to make in order to 
prevent further effusion of blood, is to send to my royal 
master, for learning his final resolution, with respect to 
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the contents of your letter, if you will grant a passport 
for this purpose. I am, foe. 

44 (Signed) Pjsym>an, Commander in Chief of hit 

Danish Majesty's land forces.* 

* His Excellency Admiral Gambtex, and herd # 

C a the art, Commanders in Chief of the British 
sea and land forces 

Lord Cathcart returned the following reply : — 

» 44 Head Qua ? ters , before Copenhagen; 

44 September 2, 1807. 

44 Sir,— It is with great regret that we acquaint you, 
that it is not now in our power to suspend our combined' 
operations during the time necessary for consulting your 
government* 

44 We have done the utmost within the limits of our 
authority in offering to you, at this moment, terms as 
advantageous as those which were proposed to prevent 
a rupture. 

44 We shall deeply lament the destruction of the city,, 
if it is injured ; but we have the satisfaction to reflect,, 
that, in having renewed to you; for the last time, the of- 
fer of the most advantageous and conciliatory terms, we 
have done our utmost to safe the effusion of blood, and* 
prevent the horrors of war. . 

44 We have the honour to be, foe. 
(Signed) 44 J. Gambiek, Admiral, foe. 

4t Cathcart, Lieut-Gen.” foev- 
II is Excellency Major-General Peyman,, * * 

Commander' in Chief of hie Danish 
Majesty's land forces , Copenhagen . 

Accordingly, on the following morning (the 2d) the 
mortar batteries which had been erected by the army In 

a • 


Digitized by Google 



OB, REGISTER Qjf NAVAL ACTIONS. 141 

the several positions they had taken round Copenhagen, 
together with the bomb-vessels, which they placed in 
convenient situations, began the bombardment with such 
power and effect, that in a short time the town was set on 
fire, and by the repeated discharges ofour artillery, was 
kept in flames in different places till the evening of the 
5th, when a considerable part of it being consumed, and 
the conflagration having arrived at a great height, 
threatening the speedy destruction of the whole city. 
General Peyman sent out a flag of truce, desiring an ar- 
mistice, to afford time to treat for a capitulation. To 
this request. Lord Cathcart replied in the following 
letter: — 

Sir, — The same necessity which has obliged ns to 
have recourse to arms, on the present occasion, compels 
me to decline any overture which might be productive 
of delay only ; but to prove to you my ardent desire to 
put an end to scenes which 1 behold with the greatest 
grief, 1 send an officer who is authorised to receive any 
proposal you may be inclined to make relative to arti» 
cles of capitulation, and upon which it may be possible 
for me to agree to any, even the shortest armistice. I 
have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) “ Cathcart, Lieut. -General.” 

After some farther correspondence, the Danish gene- 
ral agreed to capitulate, and the following terms were 
agreed to : — 

ARTICLES OF CAPITULATION. 

Art. L When the Capitulation shall have been signed 
and ratified, the troops of his Britannic Majesty are to i 
be put in possession of the Citadel. 
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Art. II. A guard of his Britannic Majesty's troops 
shall likewise be placed in the dock-yards. 

Art. III. The ships ahd vessels of war of every de* 
scription, with all the naval stores belonging to his 
Danish Majesty, shall be delivered into the charge of 
such persons as shall be appointed by the commanders 
in chief of his Britannic Majesty's forces ; and they are 
to be put in immediate possession of the Dock-yards, 
and all the buildings and storehouses belonging thereto. 

Art. IV. The store-ships and transports in the service 
of his Britannic Majesty are to be allowed, if necessary, 
to come into the harbour, for the purpose of embarking 
such stores and troops as they have brought into this 
island. 

Art. V. As soon as the ships shall have been removed 
from the Dock-yard, or within six weeks from the date 
of this capit ulation, or sooner if possible, the troops of 
hi&Britannic Majesty shall deliver up the Citadel to the 
troops of his Danish Majesty, in the state in which it 
shall be found when they occupy it. His Britannic 
Majesty’s troops shall likewise, within the before- men* 
tioned time, or sooner if possible, be embarked from 
the island of Zealand. 

Art. VI. From the date of this capitulation, hostilities 
shall cease throughout the island of Zealand. 

Act. VIL No person whatsoever shall be molested, 
and all property, public or private, with the exception 
of the ships and vessels of war, and the naval stores be* 
fore-mentioned, belonging to his Danish Majesty, shall 
be respected, and all civil and military officers, in the 
service of his Danish Majesty, shall continue in the full 
exercise of their authority throughout the island of 
Zealand ; and every thing (hall be done which can lead 
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to produce union and harmony between the two 
nations. 

Art. VIII. All prisoners taken on both sides shall be 
unconditionally restored, and those officers who are pri- 
soners on parole shall be released from its effect. 

Art. IX. Any English property that may have been 
sequestrated, in consequence of the existing hostilities, 
shall be restored to the owners. This capitulation shall 
be ratified by the respective commanders in chief, and 
the ratifications shall be exchanged before twelve o’clock 
' at noon this day. Done at Copenhagen, this 7th day 
of September, ] &©7. 

(Signed) Arthur Wellesley. 

Home Popham. 

George Murray. 

(Signed) (Ratifie par raoi) Peyman. 

A List of the Danish Ships and V tssels delivered *f by the Ca- 
f it ulati<m qf Copenhagen to his .Majesties \ Forces , September 
7, 1807. 

Christian the Seventh,^f^6 guns. Neptune, 84. 
Waldemaar, 84. Princess Sophia Frederica, 74. Jus- 
tice, 74. Heir Apparent Frederick, 74. Crown Prince 
Frederick, 74. Fuen, 74. Oden, 74. Three Crowns, 
74. Skiold, 74. Crown Princess Maria, 74. Dune-^. 
.mark, 74. Norway, 74. Princess Carolina, 74. Det- 
mardien, 64. Conqueror, 64. Mars, 64. 

Frigates. — Pearl, 44. Housewife, 44. Liberty, 44. 
Iris, 44. Rota, 44. Venus, 44. Nyade, 36. Tri- 
ton, 28. Frederigstein, 21. Little Belt, 24. St. Tho- 
mas, 22. Fylla, 24. Elbe, 20. Eydeien, 20. Cluck- 
stad, 20. 


Digitized by Google 



144 


THE BRITISH TRIDEKT \ 


Brigs.— Sharpe, 18. Glommen, 18; NedElven, 1&. 
Mercure, 18. Courier, 14. Flying Fish. 

Gun-Boats.—, Eleven with two guns in the bow. Four- 
teen with one gun in the bow, and one in the stern. 

J. Gam bier. 

€t The object of securing this fleet," observes Lord 
Cathcart, in one of his official dispatches , 44 having been 
attained, every other provision, of a tendency to wound tie 
feelings or irritate the nation has been avoided; and although 
the bombardment and cannonade have made consi- 
derable havoc and destruction in the town, not one 
shot was fired into it till after it was summoned \ with the 
offer of the most advantageous terms ; not a single shot 
after the first indication of a disposition to capitulate ; on the 
contrary, the firing, which lasted three nights, from his 
Majesty’s batteries, was considerably abated on the 
‘2d, and was only renewed on the 3d, to its full vigour, 
on supposing, from the quantity of shells thrown from 
the place, that there was a determination to hold out. 

On the evening of the 5th of September, a letter was 
sent by the Danish general,1o propose an armistice of 
twenty-four hours, for preparing an agreement on 
which articles of capitulation might be founded. The 
armistice was declined, as tending to unnecessary delay, 
and the works were continued ; but the firing was coun- 
termanded, and Lieutenant Colonel Murray was sent to 
explain that no proposal of capitulation could be listen- 
ed to, unless accompanied by the surrender of the 
fleet. 

44 The ratification was exchanged in the course of 
the morning of the 7 lb, and at four in the afternoon of 


Digitized by Google 



• R , R E tTI 5 T £ R or NAVAL ACTIONS. 1 

the hiorning of the 7 th, and at four in the afterntfbtt bl* 
the same day, Lieut. Gen. Burrard proceeded to take 
possession. 

** The British grenadiers present, with detachments 
from all the other corps of cavalry and infantry, unde'/ 
the command of Colonel Cameron, of the 79th regiment j 
with two brigades of artillery, marched into the citadel^ 
white Major-General Spencer having embarked his 
brigade at the Kalk Brauderie, landed in the dock-yard, 
and took possession of each of the fine of battle ships,' 
and of ah the arsenals ; the Danish guatdi Withdrawing 
when those of his Majesty were ready tb replace thernjani pro- 
per officers attending to deliver stores as Far as invento- 
ries could bd made up. 

“ The town being in a state of the greatest fermenjt 
and disorder 4 , I most willingly acceded to the request 
that our troops should not be quartered in it, and that' 
neither officers or soldiers Should enter it for some days * 
and, having the command of possession from the cita- 
del, whenever it might be necessary to use it ; 1 tiadno 
objection to leaving the other gates in the hands of the troops of 
his Danish Majesty , together with the police of the plate. 

“ We have consented to the re-estabiishment of the 
port ; blit ah arrivals and departures are to be at and" 
from the citadel, 

gt The amount of the garrison of the town fs not easily 
ascertained, 'the regular troops were not niimerOus ; 
but the number of batteries which fired at the same 
time, together with the floating defences, prove lhaf 
there must have been a very great number of militia 
and burghers, $vilh other irregular forces; and their 
ordnance was well served.” / 

This expedition cost Britain, of the navy, about 
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4jyenty , killed, and forty wounded; oflhe military, about 
forty-two killed, one hundred and iorty-four wounded, 
and twenty-four missing. 

It may in truth he remarked, that an expedition 
Uflo.r.^. adequate to its object has seldom been equipped, 
tjian that, which effected the reduction of Copenhagen, 
apd t,\ie. capture of the Danish fleet. By this grand 
coup 4c mqin of the British government^a stroke by 
v^hich Buonaparte was completely outw itted 
wrejited' from the grasp of the enemy eighteen Danish 
ships of the line, mounting from sixty-fourto ninety six. 
jfbnseach; three ships of the line, upon the stocks ^ 
fifteen fine frigates; six brigs; twenty-five gun-boats* 
and an immense quantity of naval stores and ammunition.. 

We confess ourselves to be amongst those who regard 
the necessity of the case as a sufficient apology for out 
conduct. Britain acted on that first principle of our n&-. 
ture, self-preservation. The question was simply this 
Whether Buonaparte should be permitted to seize upoa 
thq Dapidi fleet, and to employ it in hostile purposes 
agmnst England (as it was proved, from unquestionable 
authority, was his intention) ? or whether, by securing 
that fleet ourselves, we should deprive him of the means 

annoying us, and insure our own safety ? His Ma- 
jesty’s ministers wisely preferred the letter. Yet we 
intended na injury to the Danes. Disclaiming all idea 
of capture, we solicited only a deposit. The proposal was 
eVen merciful to the Danes; as, had they acceded to it,, 
tjiejr fleet and naval stores would have eluded the rapa- 
cious ^rSasji of Buonaparte and have been safely restored 
to. Vbera at the conclusion of a general peace. 

tfovernment are known to have received the most 
positive intelligence, that Buonaparte had formed apian. 
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for occupying Zealand, arid that', having possessed him- 
self of the Danish navy, it Was his intention immediate- 
ly to invade Ireland. In this intention he was happily 
frustrated. VVe fear, too, that, viewing our maritime 
ascendancy with a jealous eye, the Danes would rather 
have facilitated than thwarted his views. We have a 
right to infer this from their former conduct at the pe- 
riod of the Northern Confederacy ; and from the un- 
common abundance of stores which Were found in their 
arsenals; stores which could not have been amassed 
but from hostile arms. There- was something deter- 
mined, also, in their opposition. They extirigriished the 
lights of Anholt, Siagen, ' Fakkeberg, and Ltfngdland; 
and it is said, that the Crown Prince gave orders forth* 
burning of the fleet, rather than that it should besu& 
fered to fall into the hands of the English. 

The Danes are safid to have sustained a loss of tfrofa 
five to six thousand in killed and wounded ; the steeple 
of the great church, in Copenhagen, fell in with a tre- 
mendous crash ; eighteen^ Hundred houses were des- 
troyed; arid the conflagration of the town was terrific 
almost beyond description. ' fi 

“ Besides the principal church/' says an article irt a 
foreign journal of the time, “ several streets in the 
iK>rthern quarter of the town are mostly In ashes; there 
is scarcely a house that is 1 not damaged. According- to 
report, the bombs, grenades, and rockets thfown ‘irild 
the town, exclusive of the cannon shot/ exceeded two 
thousand in number.' Fifteen hundred burgliertl and 
inhabitants have lost their lives; and; four hundred 
wounded persons of both sexes, have^ been carried to 
Frederick’s Hospital. Notwithstanding this dreadfril 
devastation, the courage and valour ' of the garrison, 
N 2 
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supported by their burghers, cun scarcely be described* 
The king's life guard, mostly composed of ^udents, un- 
der Coupt Hauch, distinguished themselves to such a 
degree, that the English called them * the corps of 
officers/ Their loss consists of sixty kiUed^and wound- 
ed* The artillery, and the officers of every description, 
have done all that could be expected of brave men. 
The commandant, Major-General Peyman, was wound- 
ed by a musket-ball in the attack upon the Classen 
Garden. Several ofljcers are dead of thejr wounds.” 

. Nothing, however, can prove the moderation of the 
English character more decidedly than the conduct 
which VYflfcpitfsued by our commanders at Copenhagen. 
Fioip th?£j$t moment of our landing, the piost efficient 
measure# were adopted for preventing the oppression 
or injury of individuals; and, no sooner had our object* 
III acquiring possession of the fleet and arsenals, been 
accomplished, than affairs were suffered, as much as pos- 
sible, to revert to their former channels. Were not qom- 
parisofts odious, we would exultingly exclaim % Look 
at the conduct of the British, in the conquest of Copen-* 
hagen, and that of me French, in the subjugated terri- 
tories of the continent ! 

Immediately after the intelligence of the capture 
had arrived in London, directions were sent to Chatham 
•nd Sheerness for receiving the Danish fleet at those 
places; the Trinity houses, at London, Hull, and Leith# 
wene ordered to furnish a certain number of masters 
tod pilots, well acquainted with the navigation of the 
north sea?, to pilot (hem to England; and a proclama- 
tion was issued by Government, offering an allowance 
Of 2L 10s. andjtMe seaman’s pay „ to the crews of the 
Qreenlandmen then lately arrived# and to other sailors 
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employed in the JBrifisH fisheries, &c. lo induce them' 
to proceed to Copenhagen, end to asskt in navigating- 
the ships to this^ country. It is scarcely necessary to 
add, thatasufficient number was very speedily obtained;* 
and, : in doe- time, the Danish navy was conveyed in 
safety to the shores of Britain. 

.The capture, of the Danish frigate, Fredrickscoanv 
by, the Com us. Captain P<ey wood, is one of thetextra-^ 
ordinary exploits performed on this occasion, which, 
particularly merit notice. The vast disparity o£ force 
between the two ships is the fiesL object wihich musfc 
strike the reader. , jThe Fr ederiokscoam had t wenty-sixj 
twelve pounders on the main deck ; Jour six pounders,/ 
apd six . twelve pounder carrohades, on the quarter-' 
deck and forecastle; and two hundred and twenfcy-sikJ 
men. The Comus had only twenty-two nine-poaiulenb 
on the main deck; eight twenty-four pounder carton 
nades, and (wo nine pounder carronades, on the quar- 
ter-deck and forecastle, and one, hundred and fortyi five 
men. The Frederickscoam bad quitted Elstnetiv roatte 
on the night between the 12ih and ISlfcof August; and'i 
the Comus, which, with the Defence, had beta stat in 
pursuit, came up with her on the night of the 144b. A i 
severe action of forty-five minutes ensued ; : when, the> 
two ships /falling on boa/d of each other, the boarders 
from the Comus, headed by Lieutenants Watts' and‘ 
Knight, very gallantly boarded her bow, and finally ob- 
tained possession of her. It is remarkable, that, during 
the contest, the Comus had only one man wounded; 
white the Frederickscoam had twelve killed, and twenty t 
wounded, several of them mortally. - * 

About the same time (that Copenhagen fell, Heligo- 
n 3 
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doubt of tbe urgency of the danger, or a.hope .pf ah ef- 
fectual count eractiOn to it, in the means, orin the dispQr 
sit ions of Denmark. j 

“ But his Majesty could not but recollect, Jhat when, 
at the close of the former war, the court df Denmark 
engaged in a hostile confederacy against- Great Britain; 
the apology offered by that court for so unjustifiable an 
abandonment of a. neutrality which hiir Majesty had 
never ceased to respect, was founded on its avowed 
inability to resist the operation of external influ- 
ence, afad the threats of a formidable neighbouring 
power. His Majesty could not but compare the degree 
of influence, which at that time determined the decision 
of the court of Denmark, in violation- of positive ep? 
gageroents, solemnly contracted but six months before 3 
with the encreased operation which France had now 
the means of giving to the same principle of intimida- 
tion, with kingdoms prostrate at her feel, and with the 
population of nations under her banners. 

“ Nor was the danger less imminent than certain 
Already the army destined for the invasion .of Holstein 
was assembling on the violated territory of neutral Harm 
burgh. And Holstein once occupied, the^ Inland of 
Zealand was at the mercy of France, and the navy of 
Denmark at her disposal. 

** It is true, a British force might diave found its way 
inlOjihe Baltic, and checked for a lime tbo movemeirts of 
the Danish marine* But the season ( was approaching 
when that precaution would no. longer Ji^ve, availed ; 
and when bis Majesty's fleet must have retfoed from 
that sea, and permitted France, in undisturbed security, 
to accumulate the means of offence against his Majesty's 
domfoions, ... • 
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4t Yet, even under these circumstances, in calling 
jttpon Denmark for the satisfaction and security which 
his Majesty wascorppelled to require, and in demanding 
the only pledge by which that security could be render- 
ed effectual— the temporary possession of that fleet, 
.which was the chief inducement of France for forcing 
Denmark into hostilities with Great Britain;— his Ma* 
jesty accompanied this demand with the offer of every 
condition which could tend to reconcile it to the interest 
and to the feelings of the court of Denmark. 

It was for Denmark herself to , state the term? and 
stipulations which she might require. 

i€ If Denmark was apprehensive that the surrender 
of her fleet would be resented by France as an, act of 
Connivance ; his Majesty had prepared a force of such 
formidable magnitude, must have made concession 
justifiable even in the estimation of France, by render- 
ing resistance altogether unavailing. 

“ If Denmark w as really prepared to resist the de- 
mands of France, and to maintain her independence^ 
bis Majesty proffered his co-operation for her defence^-- 
naval, military, and pecuniary aid ; the guarantee of 
her European territories, and the security and extensiop 
of her cblonial possessions. ' 

" That the sword has been drawn in the execution 
of a service indispensiblfc to the safety of liis Majesty 7 * 
dominions, is matter of sincere and painful regret- to. his 
Majesty. That the state and circumstances of the 
world are such as to have required and justified the 
measure of self preservation, So which his Majesty has 
found himself under the necessity of resorting* is s 
truth which his Majesty deeply deplores, but for which 
be is in no degree responsible. 
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■ “ His Majesty has long carried dn a most unequal 

contest of scrupulous forbearance against unrelenting 
Violence and oppression. But that forbearance has its 
bounds. When the design was openly avowed, and 
already but too far advanced towards its accomplish- 
ment, of subjecting the Powers of Europe to one uni- 
versal usurpation* and of combining them by terror or 
by force in a confederacy against the maritime rights^ 
and political existence of this kingdom, it hecame ne- 
cessary for his Majesty to anticipate the success of a 
system* not more fatal to his interests than to those of 
the powers who were destined to be the? instruments of 
its executiofll ’ 1: : ; r 

“It was time that the effects of that dread which 
trance has inspired into. the nations of the world, should 
be counteracted by an exertion of the power of Great 
Britain, called for by the exigency of the crisis, and pro- 
portioned to the magnitude of the danger. 

“ Notwithstanding the declaration of war on the part 
Of the Danish government, it still remains for Denmark 
To determine, whether war shall continue between the 
two nations. His Majesty still proffers an amicable ar- 
rangement. He h anxious to-sheafhe the sword, which 
he bas been most reluctantly Compelled to draw. And 
he is ready to demonstrate to Denmark artd to the 
*Vorld, that having acted solely upon jhe sense ot what 
<Was due to the security of his own dominions,: he k not 
desirous, from any other motive, or for any object *of 
advantage' or aggrandizement, to carry measures of hos* 
44ity. : beydnd the limits^ of the necessity which has pro- 
duced Them." - j ; 

Notwithstanding the certain proofs which had been 
obtained, of the decidedly hostile feelings of Denmark 
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towards England, (he British government fejt itself 
bound in honour to evacuate the island of Zealand by 
the 20th of October, agreeably to the letter of the capi- 
tulation, which had been signed in September. The 
following extract from Lord Cathcarl's official dispatch, 
of the 2 1 st of October, will accordingly shew, that the 
agreement was most scrupulously fulfilled : — 

“ As no sort of infraction,” says his Lordship, “ pf 
the capitulation had been made by the Danes, who,. on 
the contrary, acted most honourably in the strict and, 
literal fulfilment of their engagement ; with a view to 
the fulfilment of the articles of the capitulation on our 
part, it was decided to* commence the embarkation of 
the army on Tuesday, the 13th instant. 

t( Accordingly, on that, day, the eight battalions of 
the line ot the King's German Legion were embarked 5 
in the arsenal; and, on the 14-th, the two light batta- 
lions of the King's German Legion, together with Bri- 
gadier-General ivlacfarlane’s brigade, viz. the 7th and : 
8th regiments of British, which embarked in the same 
ships which brought them from Hull. These corps, 
with the depot and garrison company of the Legion, 
and the sick and wounded of the army, completely oc* 
cupied all the troop ships, whether for home or foreign 
service, which bad not been appropriated to the con- 
veyance of naval stores. 

/‘ These ships having been removed to the Road, 
were replaced by the horse ships. 

(< On the saipe day the advanced posts were with- 
drawn from Kolhaven, Werdenberg, Corsoer Kalfen^ 
berg, Fredericksberg, Hersholm, and adjacents, and 
proceeding through a chain of cavalry posts, reached 
the environs of Copenhagen in three marches* 
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44 The embarkation of the Royal Artillery, with the 
field and battering ordnance, having been gradually 
carried on from the Ka!k Brauderie, that of the cavalry 
and foreign artillery in the dock-yard, and that of the 
British regiments from the citadel, to the men' of war, 
there remained on shore, on Sunday afternoon the 18lh 
instant, only the brigade of guards, who moved on that 
day froth the palace of Fredericksberg to the Strand near 
Hellerup, with one brigade of British light artillery, the 
flank Companies of the S2d and 50th regiments, -with 
the 8 r 2d regiment, under Major-General Spencer, in the 
arsenal; and the 4th regiment, with a detachment of 
royal artillery, in the citadel, under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Wynch, who acted as lieutenant governor; the 4th, or 
King's own regiment, hating been in garrison there the 
whole time. 

44 Lieutenant-General Sir George Ludlow was ap- 
pointed to command the rear-guard of the army. 

“ In the evening of the 18th inst. a gale of wind came 
on which lasted twenty-four hours, and rendered farther 
embarkation impossible, and any communication from 
the shore with the ships very difficult. 

“ As soon as it became evident that the evacuation 
of the Island on the 1 9th was impracticable, a corres- 
pondence took place between the British and Danish 
head-quarters, the result of w hich left no reason to ap- 
prehend that hostilities would re-commence on either side 
at the expiration of the term, although the Danish Ge- 
neral protested in strong terms, against our retaining 
the citadel, which, on the other hand, it was not judged 
expedient to evacuate. 

“ On the 20th, the morning was calm, and, as soon 
as it was light, the drums of all his Majesty’s regiments 
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•n shore beat the generale; and the dock-yard and har- 
bour being entirely cleared of transports and British ves- 
sels, the corps commanded by Major-General Spencer 
rowed out of the arsenal, under the guns of the citadel, 
and proceeded along the shore to Hellerup, to be in 
readiness to reinforce the Guards. His Majesty’s sloop 
Rosamond having been also towed out of the harbour, 
and the King’s ships within reach of the Three Crown 
Battery having got under weigh, the 4tli regiment 
marched out of the citadel, and proceeded to join the 
Gtiards, covered by its own flank companies, and by 
piquets of the Guards. 

As soon as they h&d marched, the bridge was drawn 
up, and the British Fort-Adjutant was sent to the Danish 
head-quarters to acquaint the general that he was at 
liberty to send a guard to lake charge of the citadel ; 
accordingly a small detachment of the Royal Artillery, 
and of the 4th regiment, were relieved by a guard of 
Danish troops, and the ordnance inventories and keys 
having been given over to the officers appointed to re- 
ceive them by Major Bodecker, the fort-major, and 
Captain Patterson, of the Royal-Artillery, the British 
detachment embarked with those officers at the Citadel, 
and proceeded to Hellerup. 

u As sOonas the 4th regiment had joined the Guards, 
Lieutenant-General Sir George Ludlow began the em- 
barkation, which was completed with great expedition 
and regularity* 

" No troops of the enemy appeared, and there was 
no concourse of inhabitants. People of all ranks in the 
city, in the villages, and on the public road, were ex- 
tremely civil. Had any disturbance been intended, or 
had any been accidentally excited, the embarkation would 
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have been equally secure from insult, the place selected 
being open and level, and out of the range of fire from 
’the Crown Battery or Citadel, but commanded by his 
-Majesty's lightships of war. 

u The brow, or stage itself, from which the troops 
embarked, was judiciously and ingeniously contrived by 
Sir Home Popham, to answer equally the purposes of 
embarkation and defence. 

“ A small vessel, a praam, and a floating-battery, 
were fastened successively to each other on the beach ; 
the two first being planked over, and the last beyond 
them having several guns of large calibre prepared for 
action in an oblique direction, and manned by seamen. 

t( The flat-boats drew up on the two sides of the 
praam, and the gun- boats, which also received troops, 
were placed beyond the floating-battery ; so that, as 
soon as the brigade of artillery was embarked, the troops 
marched to their boats, and the whole put off to their 
respective ships; after which the floating-battery and 
praam were destroyed.” 

Admiral Gambier, in his official letter, says : — " In 
the space of six weeks, sixteen sail of the line, nine fri- 
gates, fourteen sloops of war and smaller vessels, besides 
gun-boats, have been fitted for sea, and all the large 
ships laden with masts, spars, timber, and other stores, 
from the arsenal, from whence also ninety-two cargoes 
have been shipped on board transports, and other ves- 
sels chartered for the purpose, the sum of whose burthen 
exceeds “0,000 tons. A considerable number of masts 
and spars have been put on board the Leyden and In- 
flexible, which were well adapted for this purpose, and 
some valuable stores on board his Majesty’s ships ; nor 
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can I forbear to rematk, fhat such was thA’ emulation 
among the several ships of the fleet to which the Danish 
ships were respectively attached for equipment, that 
within nine clays fourteen sail of the fine were brought 
out of harbour, although some of them underwent, in 
our hands, considerable repairs. Of the three ships on 
the stocks two have been taken to pieces, and the use- 
ful part of tiieir timbers brought away ; and the third, 
being in a considerable state of forwardness, was sawed 
in various parts, and suffered to fall over. On a review 
of the whole, I think It may be asserted, without dero- 
gating from (he merit of any former service, that the 
characteristic activity of the British officers, seamen, 
and marines, was never more zealously exerted than on 
this occasion - r but I must not omit at the same lime to 
inform their lordships, that a very considerable propor- 
tion. of the labour of the arsenal has been performed 
with equal aeai and energy, by large working parties* 
from Ike army, whose exertions entitle them to the same 
praise/ 1 

The exertions of the officers in this service were not 
passed, over unnoticed or unrewarded. Lord Cathcart 
was made an English baton aRd viscount;: Admiral 
Ganabier a barort; arid General Burrard, Admiral Stan-» 
hope, and General BlomfieJd, were advanced to the 
dignity of baronets. • . * „ . 

On the 4th of November, letters . of m^quefand re- 
prisal were granted, and a formal declaration of war 
was issued&gainst Denmark. 

Previously to this, however, though of couise un- 
known to«lbe British government;, the Emperor of Rus- 
0 2 . 
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sia, advocating the cause of the Danes, had issued the 
following DECLARATION : — 

“ The higher |he value in which the IJjnperor held 
the amity of his Britannic Majesty, the keener the re- 
gret he must feel at the complete alienation of that 
monarch. 

" Twice has the Emperor taken up arms in a cause 
in which the interests of England were more immedi- 
ately concerned : but he has solicited to no purpose her 
co-operation to promote the accomplisment of her own 
objects. He did not require she should unite her 
forces with his; he was anxious only she should make 
a diversion in their favour. He was astonished that in 
the furtherance < f her own cause she herself would make 
no exertion. On the contrary, she looked on a cold 
spcctatrix of the sanguinary theatre of the war, which 
she had herself kiivdled, and sent a part of her troops to 
a» tack Buenos Ayres. Another portion of her artny, 
which seemed to be destined to make a diversion in 
Italy, finally withdrew from Sicily where it was as- 
sembled. Hopes were entertained that they had taken 
that step, in order to throw themselves on the Neapo- 
litan coast ; bjit it was soon understood that they were 
employed in taking possession ofTSgypt. 

“ But what most sensibly hurt the feelings of his 
Imperial Majesty yvas, to see that in violation of the 
faith and exoress stipulations of treatise, England an- 
rtoyed Hie m*itime trade of his subjects; ancf at what 
period was this proceeding adopted ? Whet> the blood 
of the Russians was flowing in the glorious, battles 
which accumulated and directed against the armies of 
his Imperial Majesty the whole of the military force of 
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his Majesty the Em perot of Ahe French, with whom 
England was, and still is, at war ! 

“ When (fee two Emperors made peace, his Majesty, 
notwithstanding his just causes of displeasure at the con- 
duct of England, did not, however, refrain from endea- 
vouring to render her services. The Emperor stipu- 
lated in that very treaty that he should interpose his me- 
diation between England and France ; and he accord - 
fy made an offer of that mediation to the King of Great 
Britain, apprising him that it was with a wish to obtain 
honourable conditions for him* But the British ministry, 
adhering no doubt to the plan that was to dissolve and 
break off all the ties between Russia and Eugland, re- 
jected that mediation. 

“ The peace between Russia and France was likely 
to bring about a general peace, but it was at this mo- 
ment that England suddenly awoke from that apparent 
lethargy in which she had slumbered; though it was^ 
only to throw into the north fresh fire-brands, which 
were to rekindle, and have actually kindled, the flames 
of a war which she was desirous not to see extinguished. 

“ Her fleets, her troops,* appeared on the Danish 
coasts, to execute an act of violence of which history, so 
fruitful in examples, records no parallel. 

t( A power distinguished for its peaceful and mode- 
rate conduce, and for a long and unexflecled course of 
wise neutrality, and who sustained, amidst surrounding 
monarchies, a kind of moral dighity, finds itself treated. 
a6 if it was engaged in secret plots, and was meditating 
the downfal of England, while the whole of these impu- 
tations were only meant to justify the sudden, and entire* 
spoliation of that power. 

* The Emperor, wounded is his dignity, wounded* 
o 3 
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in the affection he feel* few His people, wounded in his 
engagements with the courts of the north, by this act of 
violence committed in the Baltic, a close $la, the tran- 
quillity of which has so long depended on tfee court of 
St. James’s, and is reciprocally guaranteed by both 
powers, did not dissemble his resentment against Eng- 
land, and warned her that he should not remain indiffer- 
ent to such a proceeding. 

ft His Majesty did not foresee, that while England, 
having successfully employed her forces, was on the 
point of seizing on her prey, she would offer a fresh out- 
rage to Denmark, in which his Majesty was to bear a 
part. 

“ New propositions, still more insidious than thosa 
made at first, were made to Denmark, w’hich aimed at 
binding down to England that power, thus subjugated, 
degraded ; and applauding, as it were, every thing that 
had happened. 

“ Still less did the Emperor foresee that it would be 
proposed to him to guarantee that submission, and,to 
promise that that act of violence should not be attended 
with any mischievous consequence to England. 

“ The English ambassador seems to have imagined 
that, he might venture to propose to the minister of the 
Emperor, that his Imperial Majesty should undertake 
the apology and defence of a proceeding which his 
Majesty had so openly condemned. To this step on 
the part of the cabinet f>f St. James’s, his Majesty has 
thought proper to pay«only that attention which it de- 
served, and has deemed it high time to set limits to his 
Moderation. . 

“ The Prince Royal of Denmark, endowed with a 
character full of nobleness and energy, and having b£en 
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blessed by Providence with a soul as elevated as his 
rank, had apprized the Emperor, that, justly enraged 
against whaf'had recently happened at Copenhagen, he 
had not ratified the convention respecting it, and that 
he considered it as null and void. 

"That prince has just now acquainted his Majesty 
with the new propositions that have been made to him* 
and which are of a nature rather to provoke his resis- 
tance than to appease his resentment, for they tend to 
stamp on his actions the seal of degradation, the im- 
press of which they never will exhibit. 

" The Emperor, struck with the confidence which 
the Prince Royal placed in him, having moreover con- 
sidered his own, grounds of dissatisfaction with England, 
having attended to his engagements with the Powers 
of the North — engagements entered into by the Em- 
press Catharine, and by his late Imperial Majesty, both 
of glorious memory, has resolved upon fulfilling them. 

" His Imperial Majesty breaks of all communication 
wjth England : he recals his embassy from that court, 
and will not allow any ambassador from her to continue 
at his court. There shall henceforward exist no rela- 
tions between the two countries. 

“ The Emperor declares that he abrogates for ever 
every act hitherto concluded between Great Britain 
and Russia, and particularly the convention concluded 
in 180 k He proclaims anew the principles of the 
Armed Neutrality, that monument of the wisdom of 
the Empress Catharine, and hinds himself never to re- 
cede from that system. 

" He calls upon England to give complete satisfac- 
tion to his subjects, with respect to all the just claims 
they may set up, of ships and merchandizes seized and 
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detained contrary to the express tenor of the treaties 
conceded daring his own reign. 

(t The Emperor gives warning* that nothing shall be 
re-established between Russia and England, until the 
latter shall have given satisfaction to Denmark. 

** The Emperor expects, that his Britannic Majesty, 
instead of permitting his ministers to scatter fresh seeds 
of war, incompliance only with his own feelings, will be 
induced to conclude a peace with his Majesty the Em- 
peror of the French, which would be extending in a 
manner, to the whole world, the inestimable blessings 
of peace. 

“ When the Emperor shall be satisfied on all these 
points, and especially upon that of a peace between 
France and England, without which no part of Europe 
can expect to enjoy any real tranquillity, his Imperial 
Majesty will then willingly return to the relations of 
amity with Great Britain, which in the state of just re- 
sentment which the Emperor should feel, he has main- 
tained, perhaps, too long. 

t( Done at Petersburgh, the 56th Oct. 1807.” 

This paper called forth a counter declaration from 
his Britannic Majesty ; an instrument altogether as bold, 
explicit, and unanswerable, as the Russian manifesto 
was flimsy and sophistical. This paper, notwithstand- 
ing its great length, we feel ourselves under the neces- 
sity of introducing in this place, in consequence of its 
extraordinary importance to the naval and general in- 
terests of Britain. It is as follows : — . 

Declaration. 

" The Declaration issued at St. Petersburgh by his 
Majesty the Emperor of -a 11 the Russia*, has excited in/ 
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his Majesty’s mind the strongest sensations of astonish- 
ment and regret. 

" His Majesty was npt unaware of the nature of those 
secret engagements which >had been imposed upon Rus- 
sia in thte conferences of Tilsit ; but his' Majesty had 
entertained the hope, that a review of the transactions 
of that unfortunate negociation, and a just estimate of 
its effects upon the glory of the Russian name, and upon 
the interests of the Russian empire, would have induced 
his Imperial Majesty to extricate himself from the em- 
barrassment of those new councils and connexions which 
he had adopted in a moment of despondency and 
alarm; and to return to a policy more congenial to the 
principles which he has so invariably professed, and 
more conducive to the honour of his crown, and to the 
prosperity or his dominions. 

“ This hope has dictated to his Majesty the utmost 
forbearance and moderation in all his diplomatic inter- 
course with the court of St. Petersburg!) since the peace 
of Tilsit. 

u His Majesty had much cause for suspicion, and just 
ground of complaint. But he abstained from the 
language of reproach. His Majesty deemed it necessary 
to require specific explanation with respect to those 
arrangements with France, the concealment of which 
from his Majesty could not but confirm the impression 
already received of their character and tendency. But 
his Majesty, nevertheless, directed the demand of that 
explanation to be made, not only without asperity or 
the indication of any hostile disposition, but with that 
considerate regard to the feelings and situation of the 
i Emperor of Russia, which resulted from the recollection 
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of former friendship, and from confidence interrupted 
but not destroyed. 

“ The declaration of the Etnperor of Russia proves 
that the object of his Majesty's* forbearance and mode- 
ration has not been attained. It proves, unhappily, 
that the influence of that power, which is equally and es- 
sentially the enemy both of Great Britain and of Russia, 
has acquired a decided ascendency in the councils of 
the cabinet of St. Petersburgh,,and has been able to ex- 
cite a causeless enmity between two nations, whose 
long established connexion, and whose mutual interests, 
prescribed the most intimate union and co-operation. 

'* His Majesty deeply laments the extension of the 
calamities of war. But called upon, as he is, to defend 
himself against an act of unprovoked hostility, his Ma- 
jesty is anxious to refute, in the face of the world, the 
, pretexts by which that act is attempted to be justified. 

“ The declaration asserts,* that his Majesty the Em- 
peror of Russia has twice taken up arms in a cause in 
which the interest of Great Britain was more direct 
than his own ; and founds upon this assertion the charge 
against Great Britain of having neglected to second and 
support the military operations of Russia; 

*' His Majesty willingly does justice to the motives 
which originally engaged Russia in the great struggle 
against France. His Majesty avows, with equal readi- 
ness, the interest which Great Britain has uniformly 
taken in the fates and fortunes of the powers of the 
Continent. But it would surely be difficult to prove 
that Great Britain, who w as herself in a state of hosti- 
lity w'ith Prussia, when the war broke out between 
Prussia and France, had an interest and a duty more 
direct in espousing the Prussian quatrel, than the Em* 
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peror of Russia ; the ally of his Prussian Majesty, the 
protector of the north of Europe, and the guarantee of 
of, the Germanic constitution. 

“ It is not in a public declaration that his Majesty 
cart discuss the policy of having, at any particular pe- 
riod of the war, effected, or omitted to effect, disem- 
barkations of troops on the coasts of Naples. But the 
instance ot the wa^pith the Porte is still more singu- 
larly chosen to illustrate the charge against Great Bri- 
tain of indifference to the interests of her ally : a war 
undertaken by Great Britain at the instigation of Rus- 
sia, and solely for the purpose of maintaining Russian 
interests against the influence of France. 

“ If, however, the peace of Tilsit is, indeed, lobe 
considered as the consequence and the punishment of 
the iiopuled inactivity of Great Britain, his Majesty 
cannot but regret that the Emperor of Russia should 
have resorted to so precipitate and fatal a measure, at 
the moment when he had received distinct assurances 
that his Majesty was making the most strenuous exer- 
tions to fulfil the wishes and expectations of his ally (as- 
surances which his Imperial Majesty received and ac- 
knowledged with apparent confidence and satisfac- 
tion); and when his Majesty was, in fact, prepared 
to employ for the advancement of the common objects 
of the war, those forces which, after the peace ofTilsit, 
he was under the necessity of employing to disconcert 
a combination directed against his own immediate in- 
terests and security. 

• “ The vexation of Russian commerce by Great Bri- 
tain is, in truth, little more than an imaginary griev- 
ance. Upon a diligent examination, made by his Ma- 
jesty's command, of the records of the British courts of 
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Admiralty, there has been discovered only a solitary in- 
stance in the course of the present war, of the con- 
demnation of a vessel really Russian: a vessel which 
had carried naval stores to a port of the common ene- 
my. There are but few instances of Russian vessels 
detained; and none in which justice has been refused 
to a party regulariy complaining of such detention. It 
is therefore matter of surprise aj^uell as of concern lo 
his Majesty, that the Emperor (^Russia should have 
condescended to bring forward a complaint, which, as it 
cannot be seriously felt by those in whose behalf it is 
urged, might appear to be intended to countenance 
those exaggerated decjamations by which France 
perseveringly endeavours to ip dame the jealousy of 
ether countries, and to justify her own inveterate animo- 
sity against Great Britain. 

4t The peace of Tilsit was followed by an offer of 
mediation on the part of the Emperor of Ru-sia, for the 
conclusion of a peace between Great Britain and 
France, which it is asserted that his Majesty re- 
fused. 

“ His Majesty did not refuse the mediation of the 
Emperor^ of Russia: although the offer of it was ac- 
companied by circumstances of concealment which 
might well have justified, hi^ refusal. The articles of 
the treaty of Tilsit were not communicated to his Ma- 
jesty ; and specifically that article of the tfeaty, in vir- 
tue of which the mediation was proposed; and which pre- 
scribed a limited time for the return of his Majesty’s an- 
swer to that proposal. And his Majesty, was thus Jed 
into an apparent compliance with a limitation so offen- 
sive to the dignity of an independant sovereign. But 
ihe answer so returned by his Majesty was not a refusal. 
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It m l$_a ^conditional acceptance. The amdrtkns: 
quhsed by bil Majesty were— a statement of the basis 
It pan which the enemy was, disposed to treat; and a 
communication of the articles of the peace of Tilsit. 
The irst of these conditiohs was precisely the same 
which the Emperor of Russia bad himself annexed, not 
fourpnonths, before, to his own acceptance of the proffer- 
ed mediation of the Emperor of Austria. The second 
was one? which his Majesty would have had a right to 
require even as the ally of his imperial Majesty ; hut 
which it 'would have been highly improvident to emit, 
when he was invited to confide to hisTmperiafMajesty 
the oere of his honour and of his interest s. 

" But even if these conditions (neither of which has 
been fulfilled, although the fulfilment of them has been 
-repeatedly required by bis Majesty’s ambassador 4 1 
•St. Petersbangb) bad not been in themselves perfectly 
'natural and necessary; there were not wanting consi- 
derations whioh might have war rah ted his Majesty m 
endeavouring, with more than ordinary anxiety, io 
ascertain the views and intentions of the Emperor of 
Russia and the precise natare and effect of the new re- 
lations, which his Imperial Majesty had contracted. 

"The complete abandonment of the interests of the 
King of Prussia (who had twice rejected . proposals of 
separate peace, from a strict adherence to his engage- 
ments with bis Imperial ally)., and the character of those 
provisions which the Emperor of Russia was contented 
to make for bis own interests in the negotiations of 
Tilsit/ presented no encouraging prospect of the result 
of any exertions which bis Imperial Majesty might be 
disposed to employ in favonrof Great Britain. 

It is not while a French army atiU occupies and 

voi. VI. F 


Digitized by Google 



170 THE BRITISH TRIDENT; 

Jays waste the remaining dominions of the King of 
Prussia, in spite of the stipulations of the Prussian treaty 
of Tilsit ; while contributions are arbitrarily exacted 
by France from that remnant of the Prussian monarchy, 
such as, in its entire and most flourishing state, the 
Prussian monarchy would have been unable to dis- 
charge; while the surrender is demanded, in time of 
peace, of Prussian fortresses, which had not been re- 
duced during the war ; and while the power of France 
is exercised over Prussia with such shameless tyranny, 
<as to designate and demand for instant death, indivi- 
duals, subjects of his Prussian Majesty, and resident in 
his dominions, upon a charge of disrespect towards the 
French government; it is not while all these things are 
done and suffered, under the eyes of the Emperor of 
Russia, and without bis interference on behalf of his 
ally, that his Majesty can feel himself called upon to 
acconnt to Europe for having hesitated to repose an un- 
conditional confidence in the efficacy of his Imperial 
Majesty’s mediation. 

V Nor, even if that mediation had taken full effect, if 
.a peace had been concluded under it, and that peace 
guaranteed by his Imperial Majesty, could his Majesty 
have placed implicit reliance on the stability of any 
such arrangement, after having seen the Emperor of 
Russia openly transfer to France the sovereignty of the 
Ionian republic, the independence of which his Impe- 
rial Majesty bad recently and solemnly guaranteed. 

*' But while the alleged rejection of the Emperor of 
Eussia’s mediation, between Great Britain and France, 
«s stated as a just ground of his Imperial Majesty’s re- 
sentment.; his Majesty’s request of that mediation, for 
the re-establishment of peace between Great Britain and 
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Denmark, is represented as an insult which it was be- 
yond the bounds of his Imperial Majesty’s moderation to 
endure. * 

“ His Majesty feels himself under no obligation to 
offer any atonement or apology to the Emperor of Rus- 
sia for the expedition against Copenhagen, it is not 
for those who were parties in the secret arrangement s 
of Tilsit to demand satisfaction for a measure to which 
those arrangements gave rise, and by which one of the 
objects of them has been happily defeated. 

His Majesty’s justification of the expedition against 
Copenhagen is before the world. The declaration of 
the Emperor of Russia would supply whatever was 
wanting in it ; if any thing could be wanting to con* 
vince'the most incredulous of the urgency of that neces- 
sity under which his Majesty acted. 

- 0t But until the Russian declaration was published, 
his Majesty had no reason to suspect that any opinion* 
which the Emperor of Russia might entertain of the 
transactions at Copenhagen, could be such as to preclude 
his Imperial Majesty from undertaking, at the request 
of Great Britain, that same office of mediator, which he 
had assumed with so much alacrity on the behalf df 
France; nor can his Majesty forget that the first symp- 
toms of reviving confidence, since the peace of Tilsit, 
the only prospect of success in the endeavours of his 
Majesty’s ambassador to restore the ancient good under- 
standing between Great Britain and Russia, appeared 
when the intelligence of the siege of Copenhagen had 
been recently received at St. Petersburgh. 

ta The inviolability of the Baltio,«ea, and the redpro 
cal guarantees of the powers that border upon it, gua- 
rantees said to have been contracted with the knowledge 
p 2 


Digitized by Google 



THE .BRITISH TI IBWtT J 


m 

of British government* are slated as aggravations of 
(hi? proceeding* in the Baltic. It cannot be 

intended to represent his Majesty as having at any time 
'acquiesced inthe principles upon which the inviolability 
of the Baltic is maintained; however his Majesty may 
at particular periods have forborne* for special reasons, 
iwftuencing hi* conduct at the lime, to act inoontrodic- 
tkxb to then®. Such forbearance never could have sp 
plied bat to a state of peace and real neutrality in the 
north ; and his Majesty most assuredly could not be ex- 
pected to recur to it, afler France has been suffered to 
establish herself in undisputed sovereignty along the 
wbolecoast of the Baltic sea from Dantsig to Lubeck. 

/ " But the higher the value which the Emperor of 
Russia* places on the engagements respecting the tran- 
quillity of the Baltic, which he describes himself as in- 
heriting from his immediate predecessors* the Empress 
Catharine and the Emperor Paul, the less justly can hi* 
imperial Majesty resent the appeal made to him by lus 
Majesty as the guarantee of the peace to be concluded 
between Great Britain and Denmark. In making that 
appeal, with the utmost confidence and sincerity, his 
*fciajesty neither intended, nor can he imagine that he 
offered, any insult to the Emperor of Russia. Nor can 
his Majesty conceive that, in proposing to the Prince 
Royal terms of peace, such as the most successful war 
on the part of Denmark could hardly have' been expect- 
ed to extort from Great Britain, his Majesty rendered 
himself liable to the imputation, either of exasperating 
the resentment, or of outraging the dignity, of Den- 
mark. 

44 Bis Majesty has thus replied to cdl the different ac- 
cusations by which the Russian government labours to 
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justify tlie rapture of a connexion which has subsisted 
tor ages, with reciprocal advantage to Great Britain 
and Russia, and attempts to disguise the operation of 
ihat external influence by which Russia is driven into 
unjust hostilities for interacts not her own. 

" The Russian declaration proceeds to announce the 
several conditions on which alone these hostilities can be 
terminated, and the intercourse of the two countries 
renewed. 

w His Majesty has already had occasion to assert, that 
justice has in no instance been denied to the claims of 
his Imperial Majesty's subjects. 

" The termination of the war with Denmark has been 
so anxiously sought by his Majesty, that it cannot be ne~ 
oessary f6r his Majesty to renew any professions upon 
that subject. But his Majesty is at a loss to< reconcile 
the Emperor of Russia's present anxiety for the cetfcple- 
lion of suck an arrangement, with his Imperial Majes- 
ty's recent refusal to contribute his good offices for ef- 
fecting it. 

"The requisition of hk Imperial Majesty for the im- 
mediate Conclusion, by his Majesty, of a peace with 
Prance,, isf as extraordinary in the substance, as it is of- 
fensive in the manner. Hi* Majesty has at no time de- 
clined to* treat with France, when France has professed 
a willingness to treat on any admissible basis. And the 
Emperor of Russia cannot fail to remember that the last 
negoctation- between Great Britain and France was 1 
broken off upon points immediately affecting, not his 
Majesty's own interests; but those of his Imperial ally. 
But bis Majesty neither understands, nor will he admit 
the pretension- of the Emperor of Russia to dictate the 
lime# or the mode, of his Majesty’s pacific negotiations 
p 3 
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with other powers. It never will be endunred by his 
Majesty that any government shall indemnify itself for 
the humiliation of subservieney to France, by the adop- 
tion of an insulting and peremptory tone towards Great 
Britain. 

•* His Majesty proclaims anew those principles of 
maritime law, against which the armed neutrality, under 
the auspices of the Empress Catharine, was originally 
directed ; and against which the present hostilities of 
Russia are denounced. Those principles have been 
recognised and acted upon in the best periods of -the 
history of Europe ; and acted upon by no power with 
more strictnessand severity than by Russia herself in the 
reign of the Empress Catharine. 

44 Those principles it is the right and the duty of hit > 
Majesty to maintain : and against every confederacy 
his Majesty is determined, under the blessing of divine 
Providence, to maintain them. They have at all times 
contributed essentially to the support of the maritime 
power of Great Britain ; but they are become incalcu- 
lably more valuable and important at a period when the 
maritime power of Great Britain constitutes the sole re- 
maining bulwark agatnM the overwhelming usurpations 
of France ; the only refuge to which other nations may 
yet resort, in happier times, for assistance and piolec- 
tion. 

“ When the opportunity for Peace between Great 
Britain and Russia shall arrive, his Majesty will em- 
brace it with eagerness. The arrangements of such a 
Negotiation will not be difficult or complicated.— His 
Majesty, as he has nothing to concede, so he has no- 
thing to require: satisfied, if Russia shall manifest a 
disposition to return to her ancient feelings of friendship , 
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towards Great Britain; to a just consideration, of her 
own true interestf; and to a sense of her own dignity 
as an independent nation/* 

“ Westminster, December 1 8, 1807/' 

At the same time that the above declaration appeared* 
letters of marqae and reprisal were issued against Rus- 
sia- . . / 

The injury which Denmark sustained by her ill-judged 
coalition with France, was not confined to the reduc- 
tion of her capital, and the capture of her fleet. To- 
wards the latter end of December, her West India is- * 
lands, St. Thomas and Santa Cruz, with their respective 
dependencies, surrendered to the British arms. This 
capture, though of considerable importance, as placing 
the islands beyond the grasp of the French tyrant, was 
most easily achieved. On being summoned by General * 
Bowyer and Admiral Cochrane, the commandant of 
St. Thomas's sent out three officers to know the strength , 
the land and sea forces; when, finding it greater . 
than he could -presume to cope with, he surrendered j>y y 
capitulation. It was agreed, that the Danish troops^ 
should bejeonsidered as prisoners of war, and that the . 
colonies should be subjected to- the same commercial 
regulations as the British West,; India islands. There 
were 89 pieces of ordnance of, different calibres taken t 
at St. Thomas’s, and 13 1 at Santa Cruz. The total; 
number of merchant ships taken amounted to 89. 

It may here be proper lo observe, that the Danes look, 
possession of the island of St. Thomas in 167 1. 
excellent harbour, in which 50 ships. may ride witb se*j 
curity, early attracted both the English and French; 
buccaneers r who,; whenever they had taken any pri*m| 
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in- the lower latitudes' from which they could not moke 
the Windward Islands* put into St* Thomas's to dispose 
of them. It also became the port: whence vessels richly 
laden were continually sent to carry on a clandestine 
trade with the Spanish coasts. Denmark, however, 
for a long time, had no other communication with this 
colony, than by a single ship, sent out annually to' Africa 
to purchase slaves, which were sold in America. iYi 
1719, their West India commerce increased by clearing 
the Island of St. John, which is adjacent fo St. Thomas. 
Santa Cruz was not sold by France to Denmark until 
1733, when it was purchased by the latter power for 
30,750l The annual productions of the Dahisli West 
India islands consisted of a small quantity of coffee, a 
great deal of cotton, seventeen or eighteen millions freight 
of raw sugar, and a proportionate quan tity of rum. 

Jh the aettnmvof 1807, the attention of the British J 
public was irresistibly drawnto the state of affairs in 
Portugal, against the frontiers of which a French army 
of 80,000 men was known to be rapidly advancing* 
Rom her geographical situation, paucity of population, 
itc. it has long been obvious, that Portugal could oppose 
no effectual resistance to any attack from Fra Ac*, pro* 
vhled the efforts of that power were not counteracted 
by Spain; an event then justly considered as hopeless 
Portugal, howevef, possessed an advantage, which no, 
other European state enjoys; as under the protection 
of a fithish naval forces the government might emigrate 
m masse to the Brazils; and it was generally believed, 
that the visit of Earl St Vincent to Lisbon, in 180ft, 
bad that object in contemplation. For some time the 
Prince Regent of Portugal remained Arm hi his deter- 
mination to resist the unprincipled demands of Buona- 
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parte j in consequence of which the French and Spanish 
ambassadors left (he capital ; all the English merchants 
with their families made the greatest exertions to quit 
the country ; and, under an apprehension of the immer 
diate approach of the French army, the Portuguese royal 
navy, with the royal family on board, actually dropped 
down below the bar. to be ready for sailing, as it was 
supposed, to the Brazils. 

Admiral Purvis's squadron, which had been employed 
during the absence of Lord Collingwood in the blockade 
of Cadiz, quilted that station according to orders, and 
proceeded to Lisbon ; either to facilitate the departure 
of the Portuguese government, or to prevent their navy 
from falling into the hands of the French, as events 
might occur. 

The gallant Sir Sidney Smith was also dispatched 
to Lisbon to furnish such assistance as might be ne- 
cessary; and, hy dispatches firotti that officer, the 
English government tad at length the satisfaction pf 
learning that the Prince Regent of Portugal with the 
whole of the royal family, consisting of fifteen per- 
sons, had embarked for the Brazils, with seven sail 
of the line, five frigates, three armed brigs, and up- 
wards of thirty Brazil merchant vessels ; that the Por- 
tuguese fleet was attended by his Majesty’s ships Marl- 
borough, London, Monarch, and Bedford, under the 
command of Capt. Moore; that one Portuguese line of 
battle ship was on its way to Plymouth ; that only one 
serviceable Portuguese line of battle ship and three 
bulks had been left in the Tagus; that eight Russian 
line of battle ships remained in the Tagus, only three o{ 
which were ina condition for sea; and that rear-admiral 
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Sir S. Smith had resumed (he blockade of the port of 
Lisbon with five sail of the line. 

An event so unusual and so important in its results as 
the entire migration of a government from one henus- 
phere to another, merits more than ordinary attention. 

Posterity will peruse the details with avidity ; and, 
from the credit which they must necessarily reflect upon 
the British government and its agents, it is necessary 
in this place to transcribe the dispatches of Lord Vis- 
count Strangford, his majesty’s plenipotentiary at the 
court of Lisbon, and Sir Sidney Smith, to whom the 
naval proceedings were entrusted. No historical nar- 
rative that we could furnish could equal these interesting 
documents, either in perspicuity or force. 

Lord Strangford’s letter, addressed to Mr. Canning, 
the secretary for foreign affairs, is as follows : 

“ His Majesty s Ship Hibernia, off the * 
Ttfus, Nuv* 29 , 1808. 

u Sir, 

u I have the honour of announcing to you, that the 
Prince Regent of Fortugal has effected the wise and 
magnanimous purpose of retiring from a kingdom which 
he could no longer retain, except as the vassal of France ; 
and that his Royal Highness and family, accompanied by 
most of his ships of war, and by a multitude of his faith- 
ul subjects and adherents, have this day departed from 
Lisbon, and are now on their way to the Brazils, under 
the escort of a British fleet. 

“This grand and memorable event is not to be attri- 
buted only to the sudden alarm excited by the appearance 
of a French army within the frontiers of Portugal, ft 
has been the genuine result of the system of persevering 
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confidence and moderation adopted by his Majesty to- 
wards that country; for the ultimate successor which 
I had in a manner rendered myself responsible; and 
which, in obedience to your instructions, I had uniformly 
continued to support, even under appearances of the 
most discouraging nature* 

" I had frequently and distinctly stated to the Cabinet 
of Lisbon, that in agreeing not to resent the exclusion 
of British commerce from the ports of Portugal, hit 
Majesty, had exhausted the means of forbearance; 
that in making that concession to the peculiar circum- 
stances of the Prince Regent's situation, his Majesty 
had done all that friendship and the remembrance of 
ancient alliance could justly require; but that a single 
step beyond the line of modified hostility, thus most 
reluctantly consented to, must necessarily lead to the 
extremity of actual war. 

" The Prince Regent, however, suffered himself for 
a moment to forget that, in the present state of Europe, 
no country could be permitted to be an enemy to Eng* 
land with impunity, and that however much his Majesty 
might be disposed to make allowance for the deficiency 
of the means possessed by Portugal of resistance to the 
power of Franee, neither his own dignity, nor the inter- 
ests of his people, would permit his Majesty to accept 
that excuse for a compliance with the full extent of her 
unprincipled demands* On the Rib instant, his Royal 
Highness was induced to sign an order for the detention 
of the few British subjects, and of the inconsiderable 
portion of British property which yet remained at Lisbon. 
On the publication of this order I caused the arms of 
England to be removed from the gates of my residence, 
demanded my passports, presented a final remonstrance 
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Ihirty-six sail fti all. They passed through the British 
squadron, and his Majesty's ships fired a salute oft wenty- 
one guns, which was returned with an equal number. 
A more interesting spectacle than that afforded by the 
junction of the two fleets has been rarely beheld; 

** On quitting the Prince Regent's ship, I repaired on- 
board the Hibernia, but returned immediately, accom- 
panied by Sir Sidney Smith, whom I presented to the 
Prince, and who was received by hts Royal Highness 
with the most marked and gracious condescention. 
I have the honour to inclose lists* of the ships of war 
which were known to have left Lisbon this morning, 
and which were in sight a few hours ago. There re- 
main at Lisbon four ships of the line and the same 
number bf frigates, but only one of each sort is service- 
able. - 

“ I have thought it expedient to lose no time in com- 
municating to his Majesty's Government the important 
intelligence contained in this dispatch. I have therefore 
to apologize for the hasty and imperfect manner in which 
it is written, f have the honour to be, &c. 

" Str ang for d.** 

Sir Sidney Smith’s dispatch, which, with the above, 
forms a complete history of these proceedings, is as 
follows:— 

*' His Maj&stt/s Ship Hibernia* 22 leagues 
West jhe Tagus* Den* 1, J80T. 

Sir,— In a former dispatch, dated the 22d of No- 
vember, with a postscript of the 2tfUr, 1 conveyed to 

* See Rear-Admiral Sir Sidney Smith’s letter immediately 

following. 


Digitized by Google 



OR, REGISTER OF NAVAL ACTIONS. 183 

you, for the information of my Lords Commission's 
of the Admiralty, the proofs contained in various do - 
cuments of the Portuguese Government being so much 
influenced by terror of the French arms, as to have 
acquiesced to certain demands of France operating 
against Great Britain. The distribution of the Portu- 
guese force w as made wholly on the coast, while tire 
land side was left totally unguarded* British sutyects 
of all descriptions were detained, and it therefore be- 
came necessary to inform the Portuguese Government, 
that the case h&d arisen which required, in -obedience 
to my instructions, that 1 should declare the Tagus iu 
a state of blockade; and Lord Strangford agreeing with 
me that hostility should be met by hostility, the block* 
adc was instituted, and the instruction* we had receiv- 
ed were acted upon to their full extent: still, how- 
ever, bearing in recollection the first object adopted 
by his Majesty’s Government, of opening a refuge for 
the head of the Portuguese Government, menaced as 
it was by the powerful arm, and baneful influence of 
the enemy, I thought it my duty to adopt the mean* 
open to us, of endeavouring to induce the Prince Re- 
gent of Portugal to reconsider his decision “ to unite 
himself with the Continent of Europe,” and to recollect 
that he had possessions on that of America, affording 
an ample balance for any sacrifice he might make here, 
and from which he would be cut off by the nature of 
maritime warfare, the termination of which could not 
be dictated by the combination of the Continental Powers 
of Europe. 

“ Iu this view. Lord Si ranged having received an 
acquiescence to the proposition which had been made 
by for bis lordship to land and confer with the 
aft 
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Prince Regent under the guarantee of a flag of truce, 
I furnished his lordship with that conveyance and se- 
curity, in order that he might give* to the Prince that 
confidence which his word of honour as the King's 
Minister Plenepotentiary, united with that of a British 
Admiral, could not fail to inspire towards inducing 
his Royal Highness to fhroW himself and his fleet 
into the arms of Great Britain, in perfect reliance on 
the King's overlooking a forced act of apparent hos- 
tility against his flag and subjects, 'and establishing his 
Royal Highness’s Government in his Ultra Marine 
possessions as originally promised. I have now (he 
heartfelt satisfaction of announcing to you, that our 
hopes and expectations have been realised to the ut- 
most extent. On the morning of the 20th, the Por* 
tuguese fleet (as per list annexed) came out of the 
Tagus with his Rbyaf Highness the P/ince of Bra2if, 
and the w'hole of the Ro)al Family of Braganza on 
Board, together with many of his faithful Counsellors 
and adherents, as well as other persons attached to his 
present fortunes. This fleet of eight sail of the line, 
four frigates, two brigs, and one schooner, w'ilh a 
crowd of large armed merchant ships, arranged itself 
und^r the protection of that of his Majesty, while the 
firing of a reciprocal salute of twenty one guns ari- 
nounced the friendly meeting of those, w ho but the 
day before were on terms of hostility; the scene im- 
pressing every beholder (except the French army on 
the hills) with the most lively emotions of gratitude to 
Providence, that there yet existed a Power in the w’orld 
able, as w’ell as w ilHng, to protect the oppressed. I 
have the honour to be, &c, 

" W. Sidney Smiths 1 ' 
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list of At Portuguese Fleet that came out of the Tagus, an' 
the 99th of November. 1807. 

Principe Real, of 84- guns. Rainba de Portugal, 
74. Conde Henrique, 74. Meduza, 74. AfFonso 
d’Albuquerque, 64. D. Joas de Castro, 64. Principe 
de Brazil, 74. Martino de Frectas, 64. 

Frigates. — Minerva, 44. Golfinho, 36. Uriana, 
32. and one other, name not as yet known. 

Brigs* — V oador, 22. Venganea, 20. Lebre, 22. 

Schooner . — Curioza, of 12 guns. 

List of the Portuguese Skips that remained in Lisbon . 

St. Sebastiao, 64 guns ; unserviceable without a tho- 
rough repair. 

Maria Prima, 74 guns, unserviceable ; ordered to be 
made into a floating battery, but not yet fitted. 

Vasco de Gama, 74 guns, under repair and nearly 
ready. 

Princesa da Beira, 64 guns, condemned ; ordered to 
be fitted as a floating battery. 

Ftigates. — Fenix, 48 guns, in need of thorough re- 
pair; Amazona, 44 guns, in need of repair; Perola, 44 
guns, in need of repair ; Tritao, 4p guns, past repair * 
Veney, 30 guns, past repair. 

Almost immediately after quitting the Tagus* a vio- 
lent gale overtook, and in a great measure dispersed the 
Portuguese fleet; but, by the prompt and indefatigable 
exertions of Sir Sidney Smith, they were speedily col- 
lected and repaired, and a due distribution having been 
made of the passengers* troops, provisions, &c. the flotilla 
proceeded on its voyage to the Brazds, as already stated. 

• The effect of this navigation on the commercial in- 
terests of Britain, is extremely favourable; as in pro- 
ves 
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portion to the increase of population in Brazil, our 
trade with that country must be extended. British 
goods now find their way to Brazil in British shipping, 
instead of' being sent through Portuguese agents at 
Lisbon. This renders them cheaper to the consumer, 
easier to be attained, and less expensive to all parties, 
both outwards and inwards. 

That the measure of removing the Portuguese go- 
vernment was dictated by wisdom, there can be no 
doubt. Brazil is capable of holding the keys of India : 
its situation gives it advantages, which are unequalled* 
except by the Cape of Good Hope, and its produc- 
tions are much superior to those of the Cape. It is 
competent to raise every thing that is necessary, both for 
use and pleasure; and, from Mr. Barrow’selegant descrip- 
tion of the tow n and harbour of Riode Janeiro, the capital 
of Brazil, which we shall here take the liberty of insert- 
ing; its situation is eminently beautiful, and admirably 
adapted to ever) agreeable and useful purpose of li/e. 

“ The first remaikable object , ” says Mr. Burrow, 
4# after passing Cape Frio, is a gap or rent in the ver- 
dant ridge of mountains which skirts the sea coast. 
This chasn) appears from a distance, like a narrow 
portal between two cheeks of solid stone. The cheek 
on the left and wesle n side, is a solid stone of a sugar- 
loaf form; a solid mass ol hard sparkling granite, 680 
feet high above the surface out of which it rises. The 
opposite cheek is of the same material, but has a regular 
ard easy slope from the water's edge to the summit. 

04 A little island, strongly fortified, just within the 
entrance, contracts the passage to the width of about 
three fouiths of a mile. Having cleared this channel, 
one of the most magnificent scenes in nature bursts upon 
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the enraptured eye. Let any one imagine to himself, an 
immense sheet of water running back into the heart of a 
beautiful country, to the distance of about thirty miles, 
where it is bounded by a screen of lofty mountains, 
always majectic; whether their rugged and shapeless 
summits are tinged with azure or purple, or buried in 
the clouds. Let him imagine this sheet of water gra- 
dually to expand from the narrow portal, through 
which it communicates with the sea, to the width of 
twelve or fourteen miles, to be every where studded 
with innumerable little islands, scattered over its sur- 
face in every diversity of shape, and exhibiting every 
variety of tract, that an exuberant and incessant vege* 
tation is capable- of affording. Let him conceive the 
shores of those islands to be so fringed with fragrant 
and beautiful shrubs, not planted by man, but scattered 
by the easy and liberal hand of nature, as* completely 
to be concealed in their verdant covering. Let him figure 
to himself this beautiful sheet of water, with its numerous 
islands, to be encompassed on every side by hills of a 
moderate height, rising in gradual succession above 
each other, all profusely clad in lively green, and 
crowned with groupes of. the noblest trees, while their 
shores are indented with numberless inlets shooting 
their arms across the roost delightful vailies, to meet 
the murmuring rilhs and bear their waters into the vast 
and common reservoir of all. In short, let him imagine 
to himself a succession of Mount Edgecumbes to be- 
continued along the shores of a magnificent lake, not 
Jess in circuit than an hundred miles; and having? 
placed these in a climate where spring for ever resides,* 
in all the glow of youthful vigour, he will still possess 
only a very imperfect idea of the magnificent scenery* 
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displayed within the capacious harbour of Rio do Janeiro ; 
which, as an harbour, whether it be considered in thf 
Jight of affording security and convenience for shipping* 
for its locality ot position, or fertility of the adjacent 
country* may justly be ranked among the first of naval 
stations, 

« The town of Rio* or to speak with becoming dig* 
city of the capital of the Brazils, the city of St. Sebas- 
tian, is charmingly situated on a projecting quadran- 
gular promontory of a* irregular form; three of whose 
aides are opposed to the harbour, and the fourth shel- 
tered from the prevailing westerly winds, by a screen 
ef high hills well covered with wood. The side of the 
town, which is next to that part of the harbour, where 
the shipping usually lie at anchor, is nearly a mile and 
a half in length } and the depth inwards is about three* 
fourths of a male. The northern angle! of the promon- 
tory, is a bold broken eminence, on one point of which 
there is a regular fortification, and on the other a convent 
ef benedict ine monks; which, being ako surrounded 
by lines of defence, is actually as weH as metaphori- 
cally, a church militant. |The heights completely 
command the town and the anchorage ; and they 
appear to command also; at least they are on a level 
with* the strongest work in the* harbour, on which the 
defence of the place is thought principally to depend. 
This is the libs dot Cobras, or Snake Island, a rock of 
about eighty feet high, at the point of which the citadel 
stands, and slanting loeightat the opposite end ; its length 
H three hundred yards; and it is detached by a narrow 
but very deep channel from the eminence on which 
the Benedictine convent is situated. Round every side 
of thia strongly fortified island, and close to its shores* 
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‘strips of the greatest draught of water may lie In petfedt 
security. Here also are a commodious dock yard, an 
arsenal of naval stoses, a sheer-hulk, and a wharf for 
heaving down and careening shipping. The largest 
fleets, however, may anchor in this capacious harbour, 
entirely out of the reach of any of the guns that arts 
mounted on the forts." 

In consequence of an arrangement between the 
British and Portuguese governments, an expedition had, 
previously to the departure of the. Prince Regent for 
the Brasiit, been sent out from this country, under the 
command of Rear-Admiral Sir Samuel Hood and Major 
General Beresford, to take possession of the Island of 
Madeira, which was happily accomplished on the 24th 
of December, “ We had," says General Beresfurd, in 
his letter to government, *• previously tot he ship’s coming 
to anchor, sent to the governor to surrender the island 
to bis Britannic Majesty, offering the terms we werp 
authorised, which were acceded to. The troops ^.ere 
immediately landed ; and before dark, w„ere .in possession 
of all the forts, and had the third and eleventh regiipenta 
encamped, with their field-piecCs a little to the west 
of the town,” 

Sir Samual Hood’s letter, dated from Funchal Bay, 
says •:**- 

“ The-squadron and transports arrived on the 23d 
off the Island of Porto Sanlo, and off this' buy in thfe 
forenoon of the 24-th ; and though the ships were rather 
Baffled with the light winds under the land, on entering 
the bay, every ship was anchored conformable fo my 
wishes; and being placed within a cable’s length of thb 
forts, and the army ready to disembark, th* troops Iveri 
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immediately aljowed U> land and take possession of Ihe 
principal forts. Next day we met the governor at the 
palace of St. Lorenzo, and arranged the articles of capi- 
tulation* which vfrere signed on the 26th, in the presence 
of the civil and military officers of the island." The 
.island is to be evacuated and redelivered to his Royal 
Highness the Prince Regent of Portugal* or to his heirs 
and successors, when the free ingress and egress to the 
ports of Portugal and its colonies shall be re-established 
<fcs heretofore^ and when the sovereignty of Portagal 
shall be emancipated from the controol or influence of 
France. Arms and ammunition of all kinds to be placed 
in the possession of the British. 

The ebief naval events which took place in Hie EMt 
•|ndies 9 in the year 1907, was the annihilation of the 
Dutch power, by the British Commander in Chief, Ad- 
Sir Edward Pellew. 

The Admiral sailed from Malacca, with theCuttoden, 
Powerful, Caroline, Fox, Victoire, Samaraog, Seaflower, 
Jaseur, aud Worcester transport, with troops on board, 
on the 20th of November, and arrived off Point Panka, 
at the eastern extremity of Java, on the 5th of the fol- 
lowing month. The Fox reconno'rtered Batavia on the 
passage, where a brig only was lying in the roads. 
The shoal water prevented the line of battle ships from 
proceeding beyond Sedaye, about ten miles up the 
harbour on the night, from whence in conjunction with 
Lieutenant-Colonel Lockhart, commanding the troops 
on board, the Commander in Chief sent a commission 
under a dag of truce, consisting of Captain Fleetwood 
Pellew, of his Majesty’s ship Powerful, Captain Sir 
Charles Burdelt, of his Majesty's 30th regiment, and Mr, 
Locker, SectflU xy to i be Commander in Chief, to treat 
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with the eommandartt of the Dutch naval force for th$ 
surrender of the Dutch men of war under his command, 
lying at Griessee in a dismantled state. On their ar- 1 
rival at Griessee, Mr. Cowell, the Dutch commodore 
thought fit to detain the boat and place them in arrest, 
contrary to the established rights of nations, sending in- 
formation to that purport by one of his officers, and 
absolutely refusing to accept of any conditions for the 
surrender of the ships. The following morning having 
lightened the Culfodon and Powerfur, the whole of the 
ships proceeded up to Griessee, cannonading a battery of 
twelve and eighteen pounders, at Sambelangan, on the 
island of Madura, on the left, the fire from which with 
hot shot hulled several of the ships, but providentially 
struck nobody on board them, and without effect. The 
gentlemen of the commission, and the boats crew,/ 
by order of the commodore, on the approach of the 
British ships, were removed to Sourabaya, about fifteen’ 
miles higher up the harbour: and they having repre- 
sented to the governor and council of that settlement, 
to which Griessete is subordinate, the unjustifiable con- 
duct of the Dutch commodore, they were released the* 
following day, and accompanied by a deputation of 
three of their members on their return, to express the 
concern of that government (disclaiming all concurrence 1 
in this violent measure), and to receive the terms upon 
which a final arrangement should be made. — The affair j 
being thus settled w ithout further difficulty, the follow- 
ing men of war Were burnt on the evening of t he 1 1th of 
December, having been scuttled previously to ’the" 
Dutch commodore 1 * desertion of Griessee : Revolu tie, 
70, . Plato 70, Kortenaar, sheer-liulk, and Rustofl^, 
company V ship, of 1060 tons, pietcecl fot *40 guns." 
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The two former were very fine ships, but by a great ne- 
glect were considerably wanting in repair. The I£orte- 
naar had long since been cut down and employed as a 
sheer-hulk ; no other vessel of war was found in the har- 
bour. The grenadier company of his Majesty’s 30lh 
regiment took possessions of Griessee, and with a 
party of artillery effectually destroyed the guns, military 
stores, &c. in the garrison, the naval stores being de- 
stroyed by a division of seamen landed from, the squa- 
dron. The battery of Sambelangan, agreeable to the terras 
of treaty, was 'destroyed by the Dutch, and afterwards 
inspected by the commanding officer of artillery. This 
service completed the entire destruction of the naval 
force of Holland in the East Indies, the previous suc- 
9 cess of his Majesty's ships having deprived them of 
every other ehip of war in their service on that station. 
The defenceless state of the ships destroyed, which lay 
on shore alongside the hulk, their guns being landed, 
and the batteries being unequal to oppose the fire of 
the squadron, did not afford a sufficient opportunity 
to exercise the united naval and military forces employ- 
ed on this service, but the difficulties which \y ere sur- 
mounted in bringing up the ships to Griessee, called 
forth that active zeal and perseverance which are highly 
creditable to the exertions of the respective captains 
and commanders and every person on board. 

The fate of the brave Admiral Sir Thomas Trow- 
bridge, believed to have been wrecked in the Indian 
Seas, spmetifne in the spring of 1 807, excited great 
.^distress and commiseration. The last that was seen of 
the fijenhejm, the Admiral’s flag-ship, was on the 1st of 
March, at that time the Harrier sloop lost sight of the 
Blenheim and Java, in a hard gale off the Mauritius. 
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The succeeding night was dreadful beyond description; 
it blew a perfect hurricane, with a most tremendous sea. 
The Blenheim was in a very decayed stale, and particu- 
larly bad in her hull, and the Java was badly manned, 
and extremely crank. The fete of these ships, and of 
their unfortunate crews, has never been ascertained: the 
only gleam of light that can be thrown upon it, will be 
found in the following very curious extract from TheCaU 

eutia Monthly Journal, under the daleof January 6 , 1 808: 

“ We are informed that the Greyhound, during her 
late cruise, touched at the island of St. Mary’s, near 
(he coast of Madagascar. The king of that place, who 
speaks French, gave a very clear account of a line of bat- 
tle ship and a frigate having arrived therein distress, 
in the month of February last. He further slated, that 
the ships had bpeir caulked and repaired as well as cir- 
cumstances permitted whilst they lay off the coast, and 
after staying a fortnight the two ships again put to sea, 
having first salted and taken on board a hundred bul- 
locks with which the king ordered them to be supplied. 
A description was given of the officers of the ship, which 
answered exactly to the person of Sir Thomas Trow- 
bridge, Captains Elph.nstone, Russel, and Pigot, of the 
Java. The first was said to be a tall and moderately 
stout man, remarkably upright, and having two gold 
epaulettes; the next a thin man, also having two epau- 
lettes; the third a thin officer; and lh» fourth short 
and lusty ; the two latter having but one epaulette each. 

A short lady was also mentioned answering to the api 
pea ranee ot Mrs. Grey. There can be little doubt that 
these were .lie Blenheim and Java ; and we are rather 
led to draw this inference, from the information a a 
line ot bailie ship in digress was distinctly seen, after 
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the gale, by the inhabitants of Bourbon island. S r 
Thomas’s flag, as Admiral of the White, was also de- 
scribed as flying; the ships had all their masts standing. 

** A dawn of hope therefore even yet remains, that 
these vessels and their crew may have survived. It it 
true. Sir Thomas has not been heard of at the Cape, nor 
from South America, but it is yet probable, that although 
be was not able to get to the Cape, he may have steered 
for New Holland, or run his ships ashore on some in- 
termediate island ; and in this case (and such accidents 
are upon record,) a long time may elapse before any 
account may reach India . 

“ That these ships survived the gale there can be 
little doubt; they might, indeed, have afterwards been 
lost in an attempt to reach the Cape or St. Helena, end 
his pprehension derives some force from the circum- 
stance of the cros-strees of a Dutch built frigate having 
been picked up near the Cape, with the Dutch mark 
upon it. 

" Such is the information that has reached us, and 
as the late of so many brave men naturally excites the 
liveliest anxiety in every feeling mind, we consider it 
our duty to submit the above to our readers, who will 
draw their own inferences from the facts stated.’' 

By the foundering of the Ganges, off Ihe Cape of 
Good Hope, on the 29th of May, the East India Com- 
pany also sustained a considerable loss. In a gale of 
wind, on the 21st the Ganges separated from his Ma- 
jesty’s ship Concord, with several cl the company's ships. 
Fuitunatelv, however, the St. Vincent, Captain Jones, re- 
trained in sight, by which circumstance and the prompt 
assistance which was thus afforded, though not fewer 
than 209 persons were on board the Ganges, but a few 


Digitized by Google 



OR, REGISTER OF NAVAR ACTIONS. 1 95 

hoars before she sunk, not a single life was lost. On this 
trying occasion, the humane and generous conduct of 
Captain Jones shone eminently conspicuous. The whole 
of the officers, passengers, and crew of the Gange* 
were shortly afterwards safely landed at St. Helena. 

The single actions of note which took place in the 
year 1807, were less numerous than in several preceding 
years ; but the contest between the Windsor Castle 
Packet, Captain Rogers, and a French privateer, 
on the 1st of October, was of so very gallant and distin- 
guished a nature as to be particularly entitled to honour- 
able record, “ On the morning of the 1st of October,” 
says the writer of a letter describing the action, Ct the 
man at the mast-head called out “ a sail we were soon 
Convinced that all hopes of escape, by swiftness, were 
vain*' We therefore had the netting slutted with ham- 
mocks and sails, the arms nil prepared, and the hand* 
•t quarters, when the enemy began to fire at forty 
minutes past eleven, A. M. but as his shot did not reach 
us, we did not return his fire till about half past twelve, 
and so continued till he closed, and grappled us on the 
starboard quarter, at about a quarter past one. In this 
situation it became quite calm, and the vessels could 
not have separated even had they been inclined. As 
soon as they grappled us, our boarders were prepared 
with their pikes, hut her nettings was so lofty and so 
M/ell secured, that they did not attempt to board ; our 
pikemen, therefore, again flew to their muskets, pistols,, 
-and blunderbusses, our captain all the while giving his 
orders with the most admirable coolness, .and encourage 
ing his men by his speeches and example, in such a way 
that there was no thought of yielding, although many 
of our heroes now lay stretched upon the deck in their 
r 2 
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blood ; but then we saw the enemy's deck completely 
covered with their dead and wounded, and the fire from 
our great guns doing dreadful execution at every dis- N 
charge. We now began to hear them scream, which 
so inspired our gallant little crew, that many of the 
wounded again returned to their quarters. At length, 
about a quarter past three, the rascals ran from their 
quarters, when our captain, with five or six of his brave 
comrades, rushed on board, killed their captain, tore 
down their colours, and drove the few remaining on x 
deck below, and the privateer surrendered. Our force 
consisted of a small ship of 180 tons, mounted with six 
four-pounders and two sixes, manned with twenty eight 
people, officers and boys included, of which there were 
four of the latter under seventeen years of age. The 
privateer was called the Genie, is the most complete out 
of Gaudaloupe, mounting six long sixes and one long 
eighteen-pounder fixed upon a swivel in the centre of 
her main deck, and traversing upon a circle, so that this 
enormous piece of ordnance was woikedjustas easily 
as a common-sized swivel, and having on board at the 
commenceitoent of the fight eighty six men, of which 
number twenty six were killed, or died in a few hours 
after the action, and it was not till six o'clock that we 
were disengaged from each other. On our side w'e 
lost three brave fellows, two of whom were killed on 
the spot, and the third died the same evening, another I 
fear is mortally wounded through the breast and shoulder. 
We had besides nine men wounded, and three or four 
of them badly.” 

A handsome subscription was immediately raised for 
the Captain of the Windsor Castle, and numerous ac- 
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kaowledgmenis of his gallantry, poured in from alj 
quarters. 

The Jailer part of the year 1 807 was marked by som$ 
distressing losses from shipwreck. On the ?8lh of No- 
vember, his Majesty’s ship Boreas, in standing towards 
the Wand of Guernsey, ran upon the Hamois rocks, in 
a gale, and w as totally lost. Every practicable assis- 
tance was afforded, notwithstanding which, h r Captain 
(SouU)eiPd i he greyer part of her crew, were drowned. 
Abput jthtrty seamen and marines were taken off the 
reeks *4 day- light on the following morning, and about 
fifty had previously effected their eacape in the boats ; 
these were the whole that were saved- 

The loss of bis Majesty’s ship Anson, Captain Ly- 
diard, on the 2$th of Depeipber, was, if possible, rnorq 
melancholy in its nature. Captain Lydiard, as has 
been stated in tfee preceding parts of this volume, had co- 
operated with the gallant Sir Charles Brisbane, in the 
capture ofthe Pomona Spanish frigate,and at the taking 
Curacoa ; for which Mr Majesty honoured him with, a 
gold medal ; and the Patriotic fuud at Lloyd’s pre- 
sented him with a hundred guineas, for the pur- 
chase of a piece of plate. His ship, Ihe 4n*nn, after 
returning to England and undergoing a thorough re- 
pair, was ordered for channel service, and stationed off 
the Black Rocks. Her rendezvous in case of neces.- 
sity was Falmouth, where she had frequently taken re- 
fuge in tempestuous weather. Her commander had 
often regretted that she was appointed to such a Ra- 
tion, being a bad sea boat. She had been originally a 
64, and was cut down ; but carried the same masts, 
ri S& n fr a nd sails, as when a line of battle ship. 
She rolled very deep, and was by no means calculated 
R 3 
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for such a station. She was, however, as Captain 
Lydiard had frequently expressed, a famous fine-wea- 
ther man of war; and her weight of metal, in his mind, 
still kept her equal to an enemy of her original 
class. 

For the following account of the loss of the Anson, 
we have taken the best information of the particular cir- 
cumstances that we could collect from the survivors, 
and more especially from Captain Sullivan, who was a 
volunteer on board the Anson “ On the 27th of De- 
cember, 1807, cruising off the Black 'Rocks, and per- 
ceiving the approach of a gale, kept a look out for the 
commodore in the Dragon. The nerft morning (Mon- 
day) the gale increasing from the S. W* and not per- 
ceiving the Dragon in any direction, at 9 o’clock shaped 
our course for the Lizard, with a view of getting into 
Falmouth. At 12 o’clock all hands upon deck, the sea 
running very high, two bow ports on the starboard 
side, washed away by the violence of the sea, also a 
port a-breast the main-mast, by which means she ship- 
ped a great deal of water. The captain sent for the 
master at this time to determine the situation of the 
ship, and at half p^st 12 o’clock, or thereabout, land 
was seen about two miles distant, but, from the extreme 
thickness of the weather, we could not ascertain what 
part. Captain Lydiard ordered the ship to be wore to 
the S. E., not thinking it safe to stand in any nearer un- 
der such circumstances of weather. Soon after one 
o’clock the master wished him to run in again and make 
the land, which was not supposed to be the Lizard, and 
that if we could not make it out, we should get into 
Falmouth. Captain L — asked if it could be done with- 
out risk ; Ue (the master) said he thought it could. The 
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ship was tl^n wore, but the weather still continuing 
thick, we had a cast of the lead, and having twenty-se- 
ven fathom, we were convinced we must be to the 
Westward of the Lizard, and immediately wore ship 
again, and made all sail. Soon after 3 o’clock, as the 
Captain was going to dinner, he looked out of the quar- 
ter-gallery, from whence he saw the breakers close to 
usj and the land a long distance a-head. The ship wore 
instantly, arid Captain Lydiard’s mind made up to come 
an author ; for had we kept under weigh, the ship 
must hdve struck on the rocks in a few hours. The top- 
gallant masts were got upon deck, and^ she rode very 
well until 4 o’clock on Tuesday morning, when the 
cable parted. The other anchor immediately let go, 
and the lower yards and top-masts struck. At day- 
light the other cable parted, and we were so close to 
the land that we had no alternative but to go on shore, 
when Captain L. desired the master to run the ship 
into the best situation for saving the lives of the people ; 
and fortunately a fine beach presented, upon which the 
ship was run. Shortly after v she struck the main-mast 
went, but hurt no one. Captains Lydiard and Sullivan, 
with the first lieutenant, were resolved to remain J)y 
the ship as long as possible ; many people were 
killed on board ; the first lieutenant and a number of 
others washed overboard. It was the captain’s great 
wish to save the lives of the ship’s company, and he was 
employed in directing them the whoJe of the lime. He 
had placed himself by the wheel, holding by the spokes, 
where he was exposed to the violence of the sea, which 
broke tremendously over him ; and from continuing in 
this situation too long, waiting to see the people out of 
the ship, he became so weak, that, upon attempting to 
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leave the ship himself, and being impeded by a bay 
who was in his way, and whom he endeavoured to as* 
gist, he was wa<heJ away, and drowned.” — Thus pe« 
ri&hed this gallant officer, to the sincere regret of all 
who bad the happiness of knowing him. 

His servant had repeatedly entreated him to leav* 
the ship, which he as often refused, to do, while be 
thought his exertions could he instrumental in the pre- 
servation jQt the laves of any of his ship's company. 

This unfortunate officer might truly be said to have 
sacrificed his life tp the high sense of duly which at all 
tknes, and on all occasions determined his conduct. 
The great fatigue which he had undergone, from 
want of rest and continued exertion during the night 
and day precedfog the talal event, had much weakened 
him; and although his indefatigable mind bpre him up 
to the last moment, his bodily strength was loo much 
reduced by such incessant exertion, Ap equal the effort 
necessary for the preservation *of his own life. 

Captain L^diard’s body being found, was interred 
with military honours at Falmouth, attended by Admi- 
ral Sir Charles Cotton and General Spencer, with all 
the naval and military officers of the expedition at (hat 
port; the captains of packets, the mayor and corpora- 
tion of tbe town ; and was afterwards removed to* 
his family vault in the parish church of Haslemere, 
Surry. 

We shall now close the history of this eventful year, 
with some remarks elucidatory of that brilliant and 
scientific system, which has raised the naval character 
nf England to a height unattained by any other nation, 
in any age of the world. The superiority of the British 
in naval tactics, though perhaps never displayed with 
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so dazz’ing a splendour as at the battle of Trafalgar, has 
been proved by a long series of triumphs over our ene- 
mies. It is natural to ask, whence arises this superio- 
rity ? It cannot be considered as arising simply from 
skill, but must rather be traced to certain natural traits 
in the character of an Englishman, which are the effect 
of his habit, climate and constitution. From our in- 
sular situation, we are led to avail ourselves of naval 
force, in some such manner as all animals are directed 
to make use of the w eapons or talents with which na- 
ture has furnished them, whether for support or de- 
fence. 

It is obvious, from the great extent of our coast, the 
number of our bays, and the variety of sea carriage 
which our produce requires, that a great proportion of 
our people must be bred to a sea* faring life. From these 
CDU'es, as well as from the tempestuous nature of our 
teas, the rapidity of our tides, and the inconstancy 
of our climate, it may be expected that our mariners, 
besides being numerous, should be intrepid, dexterous, 
and hardy* It is from a combination of these circum- 
stances that the character of a British seaman is formed. 
He is constitutionally intrepid, hardy, from necessity, 
and dexterous from habit.— A prepossession in favour 
of our countrymen is natural and praise-worthy ; but 
where they have uniformly undertaken and succeeded 
in. great and extraordinary actions, it does not require 
the influence of national prejudice to conclude that they 
are distinguished by an extraordinary character. 

In taking a retrospective glance at the history of our 
naval tactics, it may b? considered as divided into four 
periods. The first of these includes »he battle of Sala- 
mi's and Aclium ; but as thsee engagements neither in- 
fluence the destinies of nations, nor supply materials for 
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modern tactics, it would be impertinent to dwell upon 
them. The second period commences with the Spanish 
armada; comprehends the engagements between the 
English' awl the Dutch, the battles of Bantry Bay, and 
Beachy Head ; of la Hogue in the seventeenth century, 
and of Malaga in 1719. Of none 'of these engagements 
we believe, are there any particular plans Or descriptions 
extant. — The third period begins properly with those 
battles of which we have accurate plans and accounts ; 
that of Admiral Byng, in I7j6; Sir George Pocock's 
in 1758; that of Admiral Mathews, in 1774; and those 
of the American war, from the year 1778 to 1782.— 
The fourth period properly begins with the victory 
of Rodney, when the attempt of eutthig the ehenti/s lint 
was successfully tried. Tins period comprehends the 
battles of Howe, St. Vincent, Duncan and Nelson j all 
of which were fought upon the syttem of Rodney, ex* 
cep ting that of Trafalgar. 

The first period then of British naval superiority, waf 
fti the reign of Queen Elizabeth. We need not dwell 
upon the famous expeditions of Drake, Caverrdrsh, Nor* 
ris, and the Earl of Cumberlahd, at this epoch. Where 
can there be a nobler example of skill and conduct, 
than in the destruction of (he Armada ? in which we 
may observe, that the prudence in sustaining a defence, 
'and suffering that immense armament to waste its force 
in a contention with winds and waves, was no less con* 
spicious than the intrepidity with which the repeated at- 
tacks were made. 

On the death of Elizabeth, the crown fell into unwar- 
Tike hands, and the reign of her pacific and inactive 
successor added neither to the glory of the British navy, 
nor the renown of England. Commerce, however. 
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was at this period pursued with indefatigable enterprize, 
and the spirit of maritime adventure and discovery wgs 
never more -active. Thus, if James benefited our navy 
little, he assisted our commerce much, and the foun- 
dation of a powerful fleet was laid in the accumula- 
tion of a great mercantile marine. ^ 

Thp.Duch war was the next occasion of a farther dis- 
play of our naval character. Bui it must be observed, 
that whilst the English seamen had been so often en- 
gaged, and generally successful in smaller battles, or ra- 
ther enterprises, yet, till now, they had rarely been 
tried in engagements, in which a number of ships were 
assembled. Notwithstanding three dreadful wars, in 
the first of which were nine regular battles ; in the 
second five and in the third six, making altogether 
twenty general engagements, they were almost uni- 
formly conquerors against equal, and mostly against su- 
perior force. 

But, what would^now appear ridiculous and imprac- 
ticable, many of the officers who commanded those 
fleets, had never been in the service till they were pass- 
ed the age of forty, and some even of fifty years. Of 
the latter number was Blake, who was renowned for 
the opan y obstinate actions which he had fought, parti- 
cularly that of the Downs, where be had no more than 
fifteen ships, yet did not refuse to combat w hen at- 
tacked by forty-lwo sail of the enemy, led on by the 
redoubtable Van Tromp. In all these enterprise?, 
whether with the Spaniards or the Dutch, whether in 
making the attack on castles, or ships in harbour/or en- 
countering ship with ship in close action, and formed 
in a line of battle, we shall find British seamen, whe- 
ther equal or inferior in number, victorious or defeated. 
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invariably fired with such enthusiastic courage, that 
these battles, though not always decisive, were con- 
stantly productive of important consequences, glorious 
in their effects to the British naval character. 

Without derogating from the gallant behaviour of 
the Dutch, which was equally displayed in those wars, 
•we ate bound from these proofs and examples, to con- 
clude that British seamen are, by nature or habit, endued 
with a character particularly fitting them for maritime 
glory and pre-eminence; and though the spirits of the 
people might have been depressed by the unfor- 
tunate battles of Beachy Head and Bantry Bay, which 
were fought some time after; yet the natural impres- 
sions, so justly in favour of our seamen, soon recovered 
our confidence, which was at length fully confirmed by 
the battle of La Hogue, in which the superiority of 
English seamanship and courage was proved by 
the destruction of a more than equal number of our 
enemy. 

The long intervals between those actions, and that of 
the war in 1743, in no degree abated the sanguine im- 
pressions respecting our seamen. Unfortunately, how- 
ever, our maritime superiority became at this lime ques- 
tionable ; and some miscarriages in the Mediterranean, 
and the inexpertness of our Admirals, discontented the 
nation, and checked its confidence in our sailors. At 
length some opportunities offered, in which we were 
successful. The capture of the May Fleet, by Admiral 
Hawke, revived the spirits of the kingdom; and the 
voyage round the world, by Lord Anson ; his attack of 
an Acapulco ship so greatly superior, and his capture 
of six French ships of the line and Indiamen, yet far- 
ther heightened our expectations. But something still 
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seemed wanting. We could not help remembering our 
glorious conflicts'with the Dutch, and the pre-eminence 
which we had so decidedly and dearly 'purchased. Our na- 
val successes at this time were sufficient not to dispirit, 
but not enough to satisfy; and the British flag, unless un- 
questionably and conspicuously glorious, was considered 
to be tarnished. A nation which had seen so much 
done by its ancestors, required that the existing race of 
British se&men should not disgrace them by any ap- 
pearance of inferiority. A full and perfect sovereignty 
of the ocean was now thought necessary, and England 
was unappeasable without it. 

An unpleasant contrast however was now exhibited ; 
and instead of gaining the sovereignty of the seas, we 
were more than ever in danger of losing it. What was 
the cause of this ill success was not at that time evi- 
dent, though experience has since justly charged it 
upon ar. error in our naval tactics. 

. About this time the nation felt a severe disappoint- 
ment, when it was known that Admiral Byng, com- 
manding a British fleet of superior force, in a general 
engagement with the French, without losing a ship, 
almost without the loss of a man, half o[ bis fleet not. 
having fired a shot, had acknowledged himself worst- 
ed by flying to Gibraltar, abandoning Minorca, and 
leaving the enemy master of the sea.— It should be re- 
marked, however, that in all the minor conflicts during 
the course of this war, in which examples of the most 
splendid and daring intrepidity were exhibited in the 
public service, the British navy, ship to ship, lost no- r 
thing of its ancient renown. It was in general engage- 
ments only that the hopes of the nation were disap- 
pointed. 

9 . 
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The meeting between Hawke and Conflans could 
scarcely be termed a general engagement. The enemy 
fairly rim 3 way, without coming to an action. The 
British fleet remained victorious ; but its victory was 
in the cowardice of the French. Yet though, on all 
these occasions excepting the one now mentioned, wfe 
had greatly the superiority, the decision which took 
place by means of that superiority, will never destroy 
the force of the general observation; namely, that in 
the lesser conflicts,, or in the opposition of ship to ship, 
the British flag had always triumphed ; but, in great 
engagements, under the old system of tactics, our fleets 
in the two wars preceding the American war, and even 
in that war, up to the victory of Rodney, were invari- 
ably baffled ; nay, worsted, without the loss of a ship 
or scarcely a man. 

Jn remarking these circumstances, it is evident, that 
one of these three things must be the fact: — Either, 
that the enemy, having accjtrired a superior knowledge, 
had adopted a new system of managing great fleets, 
not known, or not attended to, by us; that we had 
persisted in following some old method or instructions, 
which, from later improvements, ought to have been 
rejected; or, that these miscarriages, so often and so 
fatally repeated, must have proceeded from want of 
spirit in our seamen. 

In examining which of these references is true, the 
following conclusions will hold from a survey of every 
< ircumstance of our naval history, up to the period of 
Which we are speaking : First, that in bringing a ship 
to close action, and in conduct during action, British 
seamen have never been excelled. Secondly, that the 
instructions (by which is meant the method, practised 
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at that period, of arranging great fleets, so as to bring 
on a general battle, or forcing the enemy to engage on 
equal terms), after so many trials having been found 
unsuccessful, must have been wrong; and, thirdly,, 
that the French, having uniformity followed a mode, 
which constantly produced the intended effect, must be 
conceived to have adopted some new system, which 
either we had not discovered; or had disdained to ex* 
amine. -i ' 

It may now be asked, what was this artifice of the 
“ enemy, which so long checked our career of naval 
glory ? To what innovation do we owe our present 
maritime intelligence? is it on our part, to greater cou- 
rage or to greater skill? -Unquestionably to the latter. 
It may also be asked, did the French at this period, 
effect any thing decisive against us l Did they ever, in- 
any of these rencounters take any of our ships ? Have 
they ever, presuming upbn their superior skill, dared 
to make the attack ? No ! but confident of their supe- 
riority in naval tactics, and relying on our want of 
penetration, they constantly offered us battle to lee- 
ward; trusting that the impetuosity of our national 
courage would hurry us on to make the customary at- 
tack, though at a disadvantage almost beyond the power 
of calculation. Till this artifice was discovered, and 
till our system of receiving, and of making -an attack 
was changed, from the necessity of counteracting the - 
plan of the enemy ; file British navy could scarcely 
maintain its claim to decided superiority, or be said to 
have reverted to its original lustre. 

The naval reader is aware, that all ships must be, 
as to each other, windward or leeward; and, in their 
tacks, either starboard or larboard. A fleet to wind- 
s 2 
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'ward has invariably borne down in a slanting line, on. 
another to leeward, each ship a-breast of the ether* 
till they brought up within a proper distance for a close 
and genera] engagement, from van to rear. A fleet to 
leeward, therefore, desirous to avoid a general engage* 
ment* has full leisure to disable a windward fleet during 
its approach to battle; and, when the latter shall have 
assumed a situation for close encounter; the former 
may bear away at intervals, whilst enveloped with, 
- smoke ; or, by miking more sail, may shoot a-head, 
and pour its whole fire into the opposite van, as it 
passes, and wear in succession to form a new line to 
leeward on the opposite tack. 

The mystery of the French tactics was formerly no 
more than this; they never made an attack* but alwajt 
courted a leeward s> nation: they have thus invariably 
disabled the British Beet in coming down to action ; 
and, upon seeing it disabled, have made sail and dev 
mol i shed the van in passing, keeping clear of close 
engagement, and never lying ship a-breast. 

The English on the other hand, from an irresistible 
desire of attack, constantly courted the windward posi- 
tion, generally had their ships disabled and separated, 
and were seldom able to close with the enemy or to* 
make a capture. 

Such was the system we have alluded to, and by 
which the French succeeded from the naval engage- 
ment with Admiral Byng, in the Mediterranean, in 
1756 , to the rencounter wilh Admiral Graves off the 
Chesapeak, in 1781 . In Admiral Byron’s engagement 
off Grenada, our fleet bore down to the windward, 
whilst the enemy, bearing away, prevented an attack 
upon their rear, or a close engagement in the van. Our* 
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head most ships were disabled in making the attack, 
as they received the whole fire of the enemy's line, as 
each ship of the latter passed and wore in succession 
in order to form to leeward upon the opposite tack. 
So closely did the French adhere to this system, that 
to avoid all chance of close or general engagement, 
they forebore even to intercept our disabled ships which 
had necessarily fallen to leew ard. 

Such was the superiority of the enemy’s tactics, that 
till the year 1782, about thirty years had passed with- 
out any conspicuous naval victory; ship indeed engaging 
ship, the British always succeeded ; but the advantage 
was never extended to general engagements. Rodney 
set the first example of attack to leeward and cutting of 
the line ; and since that time, in all general battles we 
have uniformly triumphed. 

Rodney opened a new sera; and with the exception 
of the battle of the Nite, where the French fleet was 
at anchor, the same manoeuvre of attacking to leeward 
and cutting the line, has invariably succeeded. In 
Lord Howe's victory, the signal was given (the first we 
believe that ever was given, for Rodney's is thought 
to have been rather accident than design), for the 
British fleet to leeward to tack successively and to cut 
the line; the two fleets were instantly intermixed, the 
battle was that of ship to ship, and the event , proved 
the skill of the attack. Indeed, so sensible were the 
French of the cause of our vie lory, that the Convention 
passed a decree of death against the captain who should 
ever suffer the line to be cut. 

Lord St. Vincent, indeed, from having greater ad- 
vantages in varying his plan of attack, disregarded the 
general system. .When that illustrious man perceived 
s 3 
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the Spanish fleet to windward, consisting of twenty- 
seven sail of the line, he instantly cut off a division of 
it, though he could not bring on a general engagement, 
as the enemy in great trepidation, chose rather to fly 
than to succour any part of their squadron. But Lord 
Duncan, in the victory off Camperdown, cut the Dutch 
line immediately in the centre. 

The battles of Howe, of St. Vincent ; of Duncan, 
and of Nelson, as before observed, may all be con- 
sidered as having been fought upon the system of Rod- 
ney ; excepting that of Trafalgar, in which, though 
the great object was to cut the line as expeditiously as 
possible; an improvement of so much wisdom and im- 
portance was suggested by the illustrious hero who 
obtained the victory, that we almost hesitate whether 
we should not consider it as the foundation of a new 
aera in naval tactics. 

Our admirals under the present system, can almost 
nniforroily bring on a close engagement; and, when 
the line is once broken, victory may be regarded as 
decisive. Willi the power of compelling ship to en- 
gage wi I h ship, the trial is rather of courage, and of 
nautical and mechanical skill, that of what may be 
strictly termed naval science ; and a superiority in this 
respect, from insular, education, from boisterous seas 
which surrcund our coast, and from the perpetual ne- 
cessity of learning navigation in a great part 1 of our 
people, in order to procure subsistence, must always be 
peculiar to the British nation. 

Upon the change in our navaJ system, it is unneces- 
sary to dwelt with any length of praise. Its superiority 
is witnessed in its effects ; and 1 we may rest satisfied 
that no farther improvements of the enemy, unless they 
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should be able to destroy the spirit of Great Britain, and 
annihilate our race of seamen, will ever again put our 
maritime superiority to hazard. 

The amount of the British Navy on the 3 1st of De- 
cember, 1807, was as follows:— 

At sea, 85 ^hips of the line: 9 from 50 to 44 guns; 
121 frigates; 150 sloops, & c. and 159 gun-brigs and 
other vessels ; total 524*. — In port and fitting, 29 ships 
of the line ; 6 from 50 to 44* guns ; 46 frigates ; 7 I sloops, 
&€.; and 65 gun-brig^ and other vessels; total 217.— 
Guard-ships, Hospital-ships, &c. 30 ships of the line; 
5 from 50 to 44 guns, 1 1 frigates, 5 sloops, &c.; and 3 
gun-brigs and other vessels ; total 54. — Building, 47 ships 
of the line, 18 frigates, 23 sloops, &c. ; and 10 gun-brigs 
and other vessels; total 98. — In ordinary, 62 ships of 
the line, 9 from 50 to 44 guns, 65 frigates, 50 doops, 
&c. and 21 gun-brigs and other vessels ; total 20*7. 
Grand total 1,100. 





Digitized by Google 



212 


THE BRITISH TRIDENT.; 


1808. 


General conduct of Great Britain towards the Continental Powers 
— Proceedings on the coast of Spain— Surrender of the French 
, fleet, at Cadiz — Descent on St. Andero— Liberation of the 
Spanish Army, from Denmark — Sir John Moore’s retreat to, 
and embarkation at, Corunna — Victories in Portugal — Capture 

of the Russian fleet, at Lisbon — Expedition to the Baltic Va- 

. rious actions with the Danish gun-boats — Capture of the Prince 
Christian Frederick — Baron Hompesch’s descent on the Ferroe 
Islands — Storms — Capture of Tranquebar, in the East Indies 
— Memorable action between the St. Fiorenzo and Piedmon- 
taise— Proceedings in the West Indies — Capture of Marie 
Galante — -Capture of Deseada — Unsuccessful attack on St. 

. Martin’s — Gallantry and death of Captain Coorabe, at Guada* 
loupe — Action off Martinique — Miscellanies — Single actions, 
•captures, &c. — Loss of various ships — Domestic occurrences. 

"W* E cannot commence our account of the naval oc- 
currences of the year 1808 , better than by briefly 
adverting to the general conduct of Great Britain 
towards the Continental powers. The Copenhagen 
expedition, the particulars of which are so fully re- 
corded in our preceding pages, was long a theme of 
furious, but impotent declamation, amongst the dis- 
affected in this country; but, by future historians, it 
will be regarded as a master-stroke of British policy, as 
a brilliant proof of political promptitude and talent. 
It was a coup de main, that defeated one of the darling 
plans of Buonaparte ; and its beneficial effects, to Eng- 
land, will be felt for many years to come. Had it not been 
for our seizure of the Danish fleet, the assistance which 
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w» had the satisfeclion of affording to Portugal, in re- 
moving the royal family to the Brazils, and the revolu- 
tion which took place in Spain, our present relations 
with Frknce would probably have bevn very different 
foam what they are* Not that we conceive Buonaparte 
^vould either have effected, or attempted the invasion of 
this country ; but, had it not been for the movements in 
Spain, there is every Teason to believe that he would . 
have endeavoured to strike a blow in India, for which, 
perhaps, we were not altogether well prepared* His pro- 
jected operations in that* quarter are at least suspended; 
and, at a future period, should we fail in our opposition 
to him there, it will be our own fault. 

During the whole of the yefcr 1808, BuonaparteV 
u dfaaiionalisi*g” decrees continued to exist, and so did 1 
the memorable British Orders in Council. Whether 1 
England suffered more by the former, or France by the 
latter, is a question not very difficult to answer. That’ 
* England suffered by the suspension of European and 
American commerce, it would be folly to deny, but her 
sufferings compared with those of France, and the other 
continental powers, were slight indeed, So bitter is the 
enmity of Buonaparte towards England, that he would 
rather destroy the country over which he rules, than 
admit a relaxation of his impolitic decrees, not withstand- 
ing which, the manufactures of Britain found and will 
continue to find, their way to various parts of the Con- 
tinent. i 

Generally speaking, it may be remarked, that the con > 
duct of Great Britain, throughout the wTiole of the 
present awful contest, has both to her allies and her' 
enemies, been liberal, great, and magnanimous. Re*- 
specting Spain, to the affairs of which our attention 'is 
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now irresistibly drawn, the truth of this position is par* 
ticularly apparent. 

Spain, at the commencement of the year, was at peace 
with France, she was regarded as one of the most devoted, 
one of the most spiritless, of her vassal states. Castilian ho* 
nor,it wasconsidered,had been lost in the lapse of ages, and 
a nation which had formerly filled the world with lhegla- 
ries of its arm^was contemplated as in the last stage of po- 
litical degradation. In the month of January, following 
the lineof conduct prescribed by the Corsican, tfye feeble- 
spirited Spanish monarch issued a decree, in which he 
idly talked of “facing” the English to “ renounce their 
“unjust tyianny ” of the seas. On the 19th of March, 
when but little more than two months had elapsed, from 
this period> the same abject sovereign voluntanly abdi- 
cated his thrpne in favour of his son, the beloved Prince 
of the Asturias; Godoy, the infamous minion of a 
more infamous master* was stripped of his honours, and 
his, ill-gotten treasure, and reduced almost to .his pri-. # 
mitive nothingness. The people were pleased with the. 
fall of the favourite, and the fate of Godoy furnished a 
new proof of the adage, that “ a favourite has no friend." 
The people were also pleased with, the assumption of, 
royal power, by their idol, the Prince of Asturias, though 
we must confess that, to this day, we have been un- 
able t* discover in him any indication of that spirit,, 
that promptitude, that energy, that heroism, .Imt mag- 
nanimity, by which a sovereign, above all other men, 
ought to be distinguished. Short, however,' was the 
reign of the ifew monarch. In a few days after his ab- 
dication, the father meanly aud falsely denied the volun* 
tarimss of that act, the son almost as meanly resigned 
the sceptre to Us former impotent possessor, and both 
Charles and Ferdinand, aftei having been kidnapped by 
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the Corsican^ were induced, or rather compelled to 
foake over their rights to the Spanish crown, to a fero- 
cious and low-born advent orer. 

Buonaparte had taken a most artful method of ac- 
coriiplishing his object >o Spain. Under the specious 
mask of friendship, he had obtained admission for a 
number of his troops into the very heart of the country, 
and, by dint of intrigue, he had drawn the flower of the 
Spanish army from their homes, to fight his battles in 
distant parts df Europe. Spain was thus doubly en- 
feebled, doubly exposed to the attacks of her oppressor. 
The ferocious General Murat, one of the murderers of 
the Princess Lamballe, entered Madrid about the same 
time that the impotent Charles reclaimed the crown, 
under the sanction of that ruffian, a most horrible mas- 
sacree of the inhabitants of Madrid took place on the 2d 
of May. Dreadful, however, as that day proved, it was, 
not without its beneficial consequences, it operated as a 
powerful stimulus to vengeance, it thoroughly aroused 
the dormant energies bf the Spaniards. 

It was with pleasure, and with pride, that the resufn 
rection, as it might be termed, of Spanish valour and 
patriotism was contemplated by the English. In the 
month of June, the Junta of Seville declared war against 
France, the provincial juntas were all unanimous in 
evincing the same ardent spirit of independence, the 
mass of the population appeared to pant for vengeance, 
and for liberty “ death or victory” was the sentiment in- 
scribed upon their banners, and conscious of the justice 
of their cause, invoking heaven for success, they rushed 
in confidence to the field. The deeds of valour which 
they performed were great and incredible, and the most 
sanguine expectations were entertained of the ultimate 
- triumph' of liberty and justice. 
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England sat not a calm spectatress of the conflict ; in* 
spired with congenial sentiments, she took the roost 
lively, the most generous, the roost active interest m 
all that passed. Arms and money were supplied, and 
troops were offered* and Spa ip was treated altogether 
as though she had been allied to us by the most solemn 
treaties and obligatious. Reposing an implicit confidence 
in the honour of the Spaniards, we acted towards them 
Qn the purest dictates of that principle. 

It must be recollected, however, that at the com* 
mencement of the year. Great Britain and Spain were 
actually at war, and previously to the commencement of 
what may with justice be called the Spanish revolution, 
the English navy had effected several captures from the 
enemy. 

One of the most materia] of these, was on the 4th of 
April, when the Alceste Captain Maxwell, took seven 
tartanes,\ and destroyed two gun-boats. The Alceste, 
Mercury, and Grasshopper brig, were at anchor off 
St* Sebastian’s, when a large convoy of the enemy waa 
discovered coining close along shore from the northward, 
under the protection of about twenty gun-boats, and & 
numerous train of flying artillery on the beach. At 
three P. M. Captain Maxwell made the signal In weigh 
and attack the convoy, and stood directly jo for the 
body of them, then off the town of Rota ; at four the 
enemy’s shot and shells from the gun-boats and batteries 
going far over them, his Majesty’s ships opened their 
Are, which was kept up with great vivacity until half 
past six, when we had taken seven of the convoy, and 
drove a great many others, on shore on the surf* com- 
pelled the gun-boats to retreat, which they did very 
reluctantly, ajid not till two of them were destroyed, and 
actually silenced the batteries at Rota, which latter 
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service was performed by the extraordinary gallantry and 
good conduct of Captain Searle,. in the Grasshopper, 
who kept upon theshoal-to the southward of the town, 

•o near as to drive the enemy from the guns with grape 
from his thirty-two pound carronades, and at the same 
time kept in chepk a division of gun boats that had come 
out from Cadiz, to assist the others engaged by the AI- 
ceste and .Mercury. 

In the month following, Captain Sear le, mentioned 
above, assisted hy Lieutenant Burgh, of the Rapid sloop, 
had the good fortune to take t wo Spanish vessels, iron* 
South America, and two gun-boat*, andtodeslr&y two 
other gun-boats, off Faro. The cargoes of the Spanish ves- 
sels were estimated ajt 30,0001 each. The enemy fought 
desperately, and in the two captured gun-boats alone, 
they had forty killed and wounded. Captain Searfe had 
one man killed* and three wounded, and Was slightly 
Wounded himself. 

This, we believe, was the last capture of any import* 

* apee, that was effected from the Spaniards. ' Buonaparte, 
having secured the royal family of Spain, had pro* 
claimed his brother Joseph king of/ that country, cir* 
oumstahees which exasperated the inhabitants to> ihe 
highest degree ; and courting the assistance of England, 
they liberated all the English prisoners, admitted our 
officers on shore in their ports, and dispatched several 
deputies to London, with official overtures. 

In the mean time, the French were, not without rea- 
son, exceedingly alarmed for the safety :of their fleet, 
consisting of five sail of the line and a frigate* in Cadiz, 
harbour. Admiral Purvis, who had been detached? 
thither with a squadron from Lord CoIlingwoocFs iieet 
offered to assist the Spaniards in taking them; but, con- 
fident in their own strength, the brave fellows rejected 
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the offer, as also (bat of General Spencer, who had' 
landed with a body of troops. Of this important enter* 
prise, which ultimately succeeded to the fullest extent, 
we copy the following particulars* from one of the 
Spanish official Papers: — 

“ Royal Isle of Leon, June JO. 

•' At a quarter past three in the evening of the 9th in- 
stant, the batteries on the channel del Trocadero, opened 
upon the French squadron, consisting of five ships of the 
line and one frigate. Those of the arsenal, of t he Caracca, 
of the store-houses and magazines, situated at the point 
of the Cantero, followed immediately, ahd were sup- 
ported by the flotilla stationed in the said arsenal, and by 
that on the Cadiz station, which anchored opposite 
Fortuis, while the French ships themselves lay in the 
canal of the arsenal, in such a position that they were 
out of reach of the cannon of the castles, as well as of 
our owo-squadron. The French ship of the Jine Alge- 
ziras, finding herself greatly annoyed by the mortar bat- 
tery of the Cantero, directed the whole of her fire 
against it, and succeeded in dismounting its ordnance, 
but without killing any of the men. The gun-boat. No. 
17, commanded by Ensign (of frigate) Valdes, and 
Escaiero’s Mistico were sunk, but no lives lost, as during 
the whole of the engagement we had but three or four 
killed, and as many wounded. With respect to the 
enemy, we are unaquainted with the extent of their 
loss. Their ships have cuffed in their hulls, but not 
in their masts? the Algeziras alone having lost her fore 
top-mast and cross-jack- yard. A few shot from the 
enemy's frigate fell into tha arsenal, one of which killed 
•ne of the slaves; three reached the stores but did no 
harm. 


Digitized by Google 



OR, REGISTER OF NAVAL ACTIONS. 219 

One of the enemy’s gun- boats blew up# and three boats 
were lowered from the stern of one of (heir line of battle 
ships, but whether with people in them is not known. 
The firing on both sides ceased at eight o'clock ; and 
during the remainder of the night, our batteries con- 
tinued to throw a few shells, and the French did the 
same, so that it did not appear to be an action, but 
rather minjjte guns fired upon the death of a general 
officer, until nine this morning, when the engagement 
was renewed with great activity on both sides, till thre# 
o'clock in the afternoon, at which time the Hero, Roa- 
sely's flag ship, hoisted a Spanish flag on the fore. 
Upon this, the Prince, one of our ships of the line, hoist- 
ed a flag of truce, fired one gun, and sent off her barge. 
She was an hour and a quarter upon this mission, and, 
on her return to the Prince, she was observed going to 
Cadiz. Our General was afterwards summoned to that 
city, and is nofyet come back, (half past nine), so that 
the resuli is not known. The firing of course had dis- 
continued ever since the said hour of three. This 
evening they are erecting a battery of eight twenty* 
four pounders, close to the bridge of the new town, 
which in case matters should not be adjusted, will bo 
ready to-morrow morning, and from its advantageous 
situation, may annoy the enemy very much.' The Af~ 
gonaute (a ship of the line formerly belonging to the 
French, who exchanged her for one of ours,) also went 
out of the Caracca this evening; for the purpose of taking 
up a favourable position to fire upon them, together 
with a large merchantman, within half cannon shot* 
The latter is a little below Puntales, and provided with 
with artillery ; and it is said that there are in both, fur- 
naces for healing red hot balls. The French kept up 


Digitized by 


Google 



220 THE BRITiSlf TR4DKNT? 

a very high fire during Che afttfhoon, particularly th« 
head ship arid the frigates/’ 

Cadiz, June 1 4 . 

** Last night il was notified to the French squadron, v 
that a hew battery of thirty 36'-pounder* and eight 
24-pounders, was ready to open upon it within half can- 
non shot, in case ft should not surrender. This morning 
at seven, no answer having been returned/ the signal 
for general action mas made on board the Prince ; upop 
which the French surrendered at eight. The Officers 
wanted Co fight to the last, but the crews revolted 
against them, and compelled them to strike. 

'‘ The General of our squadron immediately repaired 
in his \j£rge, on board the French Admiral's ship, 
and returned to his own with the French General. 

4t The many vessels which were in readiness, either to 
give assistance in case of shipwreck, or to remove the 
crews ttt case they surrendered, went along-side the 
ships of the line, and in the course of the day, the 
latter were manned by our sailors, all the French 
having been previously removed. The seamen have 
been conducted to the four towers in Caracca, the 
marines to Puntales, and the Officers on board a ship 
in the bay, which has been fitted out for that purpose, 
and is called Ponton.” 

* ^From the same source as the above, is given the foU 
lowing letter of Admiral Rosilly, to the Spanish Admi- 
ral, previously to his Surrender : — 

A Captain General. On board the Eero, in the Bay 

. , of Cadiz, \\th June, 1808 . 

0i I -find myself compelled, in consequence' of the 
rikeans exercised against me, to give up the fleet 
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ttnder my command, without further resistance; seeing 
tfmt rtis the irttetest of both nations not to destroy the 
ships. 

•• Although your Excellency has not announced to me 
that the crews of the ships under my command, as 
well as their property, should be respected, I should 
reckon too much on Spanish honour, and the known ge^ 
nerosity of your own character, to entertain any fears 
on those subjects. 

“ I request that your Excellency will only send a 
few troops at first, that the crews may evacuate ship af- 
ter ship, in order to avoid the confusion* which has on 
such occasions taken place. 

According to the law of war, I request that you will 
permit or procure permission for me to send an officer 
to his majesty the Emperor of the French, in order that 
I may be able to give him an account of the events 
which have taken place. 

I have the honour to be, 

** With the highest consideration, 

“ Your Excellency's most humble servant, 
(Signed) '* Rcselly.* 

French Ships taken at Cadiz . 

Ships, Guns. Ship*, 

Neptune.... 84 Argonaut. ... .. 

Pluton. ....... 74 Algesiras 

Hero ..•.,----..--- 74 And a Frigate 

The British government, a* anxious to support the 
noble-minded Spaniards as the Spaniards were to hail 
Englishmen as their brothers, liberated all the Spanish 
t. 3 


Guns, 
... 74 
74 
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prisoners in (his country, clothed them, f applied (hem 
with necessaries, and sent them home. They also sent 
over large quantities of arms, ammunition, clothing, &c. 
for the use of the Patriots ; and on the 4>th of July, the 
following Order in Council was issued, declaring an 
entire cessation of hostilities against Spain 

4€ His Majesty having taken into his consideration 
the glorious exertions of the Spanish nation, for the de- 
liverance of their country from the tyranny and usurpa- 
tion of France, and the assurances which hjs Majesty 
has received from several of the provinces of Spain of 
their friendly disposition towards this kingdom ; his Ma- 
jesty is pleased, by and with the advice of his Privy 
Council, to order, and it is hereby ordered ; 

“ First, That all hostilities against Spain, on the part 
©fhis Majesty, shall immediately cease. 

** Secondly, That the blockade of all the ports of 
Spain, except such as may lie still in the possession, 
©r under the controul of France, shall be forewith 
raised. 

Thirdly, Th&t all ships and vessels belonging to 
Spain shall have free admission into the ports of his 
Majesty’s dominions, as liefore the present hosti- 
lities, 

“ Fourthly, That all ships and vessels . belonging to 
Spa n, which shall be met at sea by his Majesty's 
ships and cruisers, shall be irealed in the same manner 
as the ships of states in amity with his Majesty, 
and shall be suffered to carry on $ny trade now 
considered by his Majesty to be lawfully carried on by 
neutral <hips. • 

*' Fifthly, That all vessels and goods belonging .to 
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persons Yesiding in the Spfehish colonies, \vfitbli fchafl 
fee detained by any of his Majesty’s craisers feftfer v the 
^afe ‘hereof, shall be brought into port, fetid fehfefl be 
Carefully preserved in safe custody, to await his Ma- 
jesty’s further pleasure until it shall be known whethfeir 
die said colonies shall have made common cause With 
Spain against the power of France. 

" And the Right Hon. the Lords CommifesiOrtefs 
of his Majesty’s Treasury, his Majesty’s Secretaries of 
Stale, the Lord Commissioners Of the Admiralty, tHfe 
Judge offhe High ‘Court of Admiralty, and the Judges 
of the Qotirtlbf Vice Admiralty, are 10 take such mea- 
sures herein as to (Hem may respectively "appertain/’ 

Almost immediately After the surrender of the French 
fleet at Cadiz, Captain Digly of ihe Cossack, and 
Captain Daly of the Comet, were employed in assist- 
ing the inhabitants of St. Anderb, On the north coast of 
Spain, against feh expected attack from thie French, 
fend in bringing off such English and Others as migHt 
Wish to come away. The Frendh having Advanced 
to within a few miles df the town, Cfept. Daly, on, 
the night of the 21st of June, Spiked f lie gif ns in two 
forts, near the town. At day-light oh the morning .of 
the 22d, he says, “ we-stood into the bay, and manned 
fend armed two boats from each ship under Capt. Daly, 
accompanied by Lieut. H. M. Herbert df the Cos- 
sack, and Lieht Read of the marines, with volunteers. 
They left the Cossack soon after 6 o’clock, landed about 
eight, spiked all the guns in fort St. Salvador de Ario, 
anil fort Sedrfe, and wedgecl shot in the chambers of 
them, which renders them quite useless. The magazine 
was at some little distance, and had live hundred whole 
barrels of j^dWdelr in it, besides other stores ; part was 
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thrown over the cliff into the s£a ; the magazine was 
blown op about ten o’clock; also Fort Sedra. The two 
other forts on the west side of the bay, they could not 
att'empt, as the surf was too high. Before they set fire 
to the first train, the French had entered the town, and a 
strong guard was expected at the forts : the boats left 
the shore by It o’clock, and had just got round the 
point of De Ano, when a considerable body of French 
dragoons appeared on the hill, and took post near the 
smoaking ruins of the magazine.” 

A still more important service was subsequently ren- 
dered to the Spanish cause, by the navy of this coun- 
try, in the liberation of a large body of Spanish troops 
from Denmark, whither they had been drawn by the 
delusive artifices of the French ruler. 

Admiral Keates, who was the officer employed on this 
occasion, thus writes, under the date of August 1 1 . — • 
“ By an immediate and zealous pursuit of the measures 
recommended in the duplicate of instruct ic*s received 
by the Musquito on the 5.lh instant, his Excellency the 
Marquis de la Roraana and nearly 6000 of the Spa- 
nish troops under his command, were embarked this 
morning at Nyborg, which place he took possession of 
on the 9th. 

“By a combination of the same v plan, more than 
1000 have joined us this morning by sea, from Jutland, 
and another thousand are thrown into Langeland, to 
strengthen the post held by the Spanish forces in that 
island, where it is proposed to land the remainder, in 
the moment circumstances of the weather will permit 
our moving. 

“No doubt could be entertained of the honour and 
patriotism of soldiers, who, indignant at the proposal of 
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deserting their allegiance, though surrounded by hostile 
battalions, planted their colours in the centre of a circle 
they had formed, and. swore on their knees to be faith* 
ful t© their country. All were equally anxious of re- 
turning to it. fiat one regiment in Jutland was too 
distant and too critically sit uated to effect its escape ; 
and twp in Zealand, after having fired on the French 
General Friaon, who Commanded them, and killed one 
of his aid-de-camps, have been disarfned^ 

" Some untoward circumstances having occasioned 
suspicion, and made a premature execution of the 
plan necessary, the wind and current being adverse, J 
left the Superb On the 8th, and went in my barge to 
the Brunswick, off Nyborg, and two hours after ray 
flag was hoisted. On ibe Olh the General took pos- 
session of the town. 

“ Although the Danish garrison yielded to circum- 
stances, an armed brig of 1 8 guns, the Fame, and a cut-* 
ter, theSalorman of 12, moored across the harbour nea* 
the town, rejected all remonstrance on the part of the 
Danes, and every offer of security made by the General 
andmyself. The reduction of the vessels being absolutely 
necessary, and the Spanish General unwilling to act 
bostilely against Denmark, such small vessels and boats 
as could be collected were put under the command of 
Captain M'Naraara of the Edgar, who attacked and 
took them. On this occasion I have to lament the loss of 
Lieutenant Harvey, an officer of much merit, of the Su- 
perb, and two seamen wounded ; the enemy had sevten 
killed and thirteen wounded. 

*' The Spaniards, irritated at this opposition, departed 
in some measure from the General’s intention, and fired 
some shot at them before they struck. 
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Fifty-seven sloops or doggers found in the port 
Were fitted by the seamen, into which great part of 
the artillery, baggage, and stores were embarked that 
night and the following day, and removed to the Point 
of Slipsharn, four miles from Nyborg, where the army 
was embarked safely, and without opposition, this 
morning, notwithstanding the unfavourable state of the 
weather, and they are now under the proiectibn of his 
-Majesty's ships at anchorage off the island of Sparoe, 

“ Every unavoidable act of hostility was rigidly ab- 
stained from ; for I did not consider it any to bring away 
the brig and cutter that rejected our offer of security, 
and forcibly opposed our entrance. I, even undertook 
to liberate the vessels employed as transports, provided 
no interruption was made by any, to the peaceable em- 
barkation of our friends. 

u It is not easy to express the joy felt by every class 
of the army at this event. The regiment of Zamora 
made a march of eighteen Danish miles in twenty-one 
hours.” 

The Marquis of Romans, with the whole of his 
army, was shot fly afterwards safely landed in Spain, 
where, for a considerable time, the affairs of the Spa- 
niards were exceedingly prosperous. Unfortunately, 
- however, towards the close of the year, chiefly from 
the want of a proper understanding between the re- 
spective armies, the gallant Sir John Moore, who had 
penetrated a considerable distance into »he country of 
Spain, in support of the inhabitants against the French, 
found himself under the necessity of retreating, and of 
falling back upon Corunna ; from which port, after sus- 
taining a dreadful conflict with the enemy, and gain* 
ing immortal honour in their leader's death, the shat- 
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lered remains of Sir John Moore’s army embarked for 
England in the ensuing January. 

The Spanish fortress of Rosas having been attacked 
by an Italian army, in the service of France, some of 
our naval officers, especially Lord Cockrane, the com- 
mander of the Imperieux, had an opportunity of dis- 
tinguishing themselves, in the months of November and 
December. The Imperieux, with other ships, was em- 
ployed in the Bay of Rosas, to assist the Spaniards in 
defending the fortress of that place ; and Lord Cock- 
rane, with his accustomed alacrity and spirit, landed, 
'and took upon himself the defence of Trinity Castle* 
an outwork of the garrison, on which its preservation 
depended. At (hat time (November 22,) the garrison, 
which consists of only about eighty Spaniards, was on 
the point of surrendering. With this handful of men, 
joined by a similar number of seamen and marines 
from the Impereuse, Lord Cochrane made the most 
astonishing exertions ; and on the 30th of the month,’ 
when a general assault was made upon the castle by 
1,000 picked men, he drove the assailants back, with 
the loss of their Commanding officer, storming equipage, 
and all who attempted to mount the breach. At length, 
finding it impossible to resist the overwhelming num- 
bers of the French, the citadel of Rosas capitulated- on 
the 5th of December ; and as farther resistance in 
Trinity Castle, would have been useless and impracti- 
cable, Lord Cochrane blew up the magazines, and' 
returned to his ship,. The gallantry of his Lordship, in 
this instance, did not fail to call forth appropriate praise. 

The heroic spirit and ability,” says his Commander 
in Chief, u which has been evinced by Lord Cochrane, 
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in defendhg this castle, although so shattered its its 
works, againstthe repeated attacks of the enemy is an 
admirable instance ol his LordsIvipN zeal.” One of' the 
Spanish Gazetie’s too, after noticing, in the handsomest 
term, his preceding service*, concluded by saving, “It> 
is a sufficient euuiogium upim hh character to mention, 
that in the defence o; the Castle of Trinidad (Trinity 
Castle) when the Spanish flag, ,hoistedt‘ oa the wall, 
feU'into the ditch, under a most dreadful fire from t-he 
eiiemy, his . Lordship nva* 'the only person, who, regardless 
of the shower of balls flying about him, decCnded into 
the ditch, returned with the flag, and happily: succeeded 
in placing it where it was before." 

On the coast of Portugal we have already seen that 
at the close of the year 1807, our navy had rendered 
the most important services to the legitimate govern- 
ment of that country. Early in 1808, the British 
squadron arrived safely at the Brazils, with the Por- 
tuguese Royal Family on board ; and the honouis an^ 
rewards which were conferred upon Sir Sidney Smith, 
(who followed them thither) and on . the respective 
officers employed, afford the strongest proof of the ex- 
alted estimation in whi9b their services were ho'den by 
the Prince Regent. " 

In the mean time, the French established themselves 
in Lisbon, and in many other parts of Portugal, levying 
enormous contributions on the inhabitants, and .treating 
them with the greatest severity. The spirit of the 
Spaniards, however, had diffsued itself amongst their 
oppressed neighbours,. the Portuguese, and in several 
places, the French experienced a degree of resistance 
.which they by no means expected. At Oporto alone, 
two revolutions took place between the 10th and 20th 
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of Jane. For a lime the Spaniards had held the fori* 
of that place; bat after they had delivered them into 
the custody of the Portuguese, and the national colours 
were every where hoisted, the French were'again able 
to establish their authority in consequence of the weak 
and undetermined measures of the Governor, Louis 
d’Oliveria; they maintained it till the 1 6th, the day of 
Corpus Christi, a great national festival, when it had 
been usual for the Portuguese to attend with colours 
flying. The Gevernor d’Oliveria, in consequence of 
orders from Junot, attempted to establish the French 
flag instead of the Portuguese at the procession. This 
violent attack on the national custom offended the po- 
pulace so greatly, that an attempt to compromise on the 
part of the governor had no effect; and on the 18th, 
in the evening, they were excited to such a degree of 
fury, that, countenanced by the priests, the people 
rose, broke open the arsenals, and supplied themselves 
with 25,000 stand of arms. From this moment all 
French authority ceased ; and every man, either French 
or suspected of being inclined to the French interest 
was a/rested. The Bishop of Oporto was elected Go- 
vernor, and an army of 20,000 men, sent to meet the 
French, who had advanced, to the amount of 30,000, 
within six leagues of Oporto. 

From the time that the Portuguese Royal Family left 
the Tagus, the mouth of that river had been closely 
blockaded by an English squadron. In the course of 
the summer, a formidable military force was dispatched 
from this country to Portugal, under the command of 
Sir Arthur Wellesley; and in consequence of two impor- 
tant victories which that General obtained over the 
French at Lisbon, the enemy was obliged to evacuate 
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tliat kingdom ; and the Radian fleet, the grand object 
of the English blockade, fell into the hands of the vie. 
tors. Neither (he terms, however, on which the Rus- 
sian fleet was obtained, nor those which were agreed 
upon for the evacuation of Portugal by the French, gave 
satisfaction in this country ; as, instead of making the 
‘French soldiers prisoners of war and bringing them to 
England to be exchanged, we ourselves conveyed 
them to France, with their arms and baggage, and a 
great part of the treasure which they had plundered 
from (he unfortunate inhabitants ; and instead of mak- 
ing an actual prize of the Russian ships, we weakly 
submitted to receive them os a deposit, to-be uncondition- 
ally restored to the Emperor of Russia, at tile period 
of peace.. The nature and extent of the capture, how- 
ever, will be best seen by the following Articles of a 
Convention entered into between Vice Admiral Sinia- 
vin, Knight of the Or^er of St. Alexander, and other 
Russian Orders, and Admiral Sir C harles Cotton, Bart, 
for the surrender of the Russian Fleet, in the River 
Tagus. 

« A r t, I. The ships of war of the Emperor of Russia 
now in the Tagus, as specified in the annexed list, 
shall be delivered up to Admiral Sir Charles Cotton, 
immediately, with all their stores ns (hey now are, to be 
sent to England, and there held as a deposit f>y his 
Britannic Majesty, to be restored to his Imperial Ma- 
jesty, within six months after the conclusion of peacp 
between his Briannic Majesty and his Imperial Majesty 
the Emperor of Russia. 

“ Ait. II. Vice-Admiral Siniavin, with the officers, 
sailors, and marines, under his cotamend, to return to 
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Russia without any condition or stipulation respecting 
their future services; to be conveyed there in men of 
war, or proper vessels, at the expence of his Britannic 
Majesty. 

. ** Done and concluded on board the ship T werd*iv, in 
the Tagus, and on board his Britannic Majesty’s 
ship Hibernia, off the Mouth of that River, live. 
3d day of September, ISOS. 

(Signed) t( De Seniavjn. 

“ Chau lvs Cotton. 

u (Counter-signed) by command of the Admiral, 

L. L. Sass, Assasseur de College. 

“ (Counter-s'gned) by command of the Admiral, 
James Kennedy, Secretary 

List of the Ships referred to in the foregoing Convention, 

Tvverday, Vice-Admiral Siniavin, Captain du 1st 
rang Melavoff, of 74- guns, and 736’ men. 

Sfcoroy, Captain du 1st rang Schelling, of 60V ns, 
and 52V men. 

Sie Helene, Captain du 2d rangBitch^enskoy, of 74 
guns, and 6^8 men. 

S. Cofyel, Captain du 2d rang Roshnoff, of 74 guns, 
and 610 men. 

Ratvizan, Captain 2d rang Rtishchoff, of 66 guns, 
and 5 49 men. 

Silnoy, Captain-Lieutenant Malygruin, of 74 guns, 
and 604 men, 

Motchnoy, Captain Lieutenant Rasvosoff, of 74 guns, 
and 62 'j men. 

Rafael, Captain-Lieutenant Bvtchenskoy, of 80 guns* 
and 646 men. 

u 2 
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• Frcgatle Kilduyn, Captain-Lieutenant Dournol?, of 
S6 guns, and 522 men. 

Yarowslaval, Captain du 2d rang MilkofF, of ? i 
guns, and 567 men. 

Total — 5685 men. 

(Signed) Malivjeff, leCapitaine de Paven. 

The terms of the above Convention were strictly ad- 
hered to, and the Russian ships are at this time safe in 
Portsmouth harbour. 

Unfortunately for the credit of the officers who agreed 
1o the military convention, the French troops, under 
General Junot, who were conveyed to France in En- 
glish shipping ; arrived there in sufficient time, to enable 
them to return to Spain, to assist in the attack upon 
Sir John Moore ; who, as we have already observed, 
lost his life in the contest, and his army was obliged to 
embark for England. 

After the evacuation of Portugal by the French, the 
British Government restored the Island of Madeira to 
the dominion of his most faithful Majesty ; and issued an 
order in Council, restoring to its former owmers, all the 
Portuguese property which had been captured by the 
English cruisers, &c. 

In the spring of the year, an expedition was fitted 
out, with the view of taking or destroying the Russian 
fleet in the Baltic. It accordingly sailed from Yar- 
mouth, under the command of Sir James Saumarez 
and Sir Richard Keates, on the 10th of May. The 
naval force consisted of nine sail of the line, five frigates, 
six sloops, and thirteen gun-brigs, with upwards of 
two hundred sail of transports, with troops; eighty oi 
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which had horses on board. Several gun- boats accom- 
panied the expedition, made upon a new construction, 
drawing only two feet water, and carrying a long eigh- 
teen-pounder and a carronade. 

Sir James Saumarez formed a junction with the 
Swedish fleet, in the Baltic; but it was not till August, 
that any proceedings of importance took place. Sir 
Samuel Hood, who commanded the Centaur, addressed 
a letter to his Commander-in-Chief, on the 27 th of 
that month; in which he states, that the Uusian squa- 
dron, under the command of Vice-Admiral Hanickhoff, 
.after being chased thirty-four hours by his Swedish 
Majesty’s squadron, under Rear-Admiral Nauckhoff, 
accompanied by the Centaur and Implacable, had been 
forced to take shelter in the port of Rogerswick, with 
the loss of one ship of 74> guns. The Russian squadroji 
appeared off Oro Road on the 23d. The arrangement 
for quitting that anchorage, after his Swedish Majesty’s 
ships from Junglar Sound had joined Rear-Admiral 
Nauckhoff, were, completed on the evening of the 24-th. 
Early the next morning the whole force put to sea; 
soon after the Russian fleet was discovered off Hango 
Udd, wind N.E-. every sail was pressed by his Swedisfy. 
Majesty’s squadron. From the superior sailing of the 
Centaur and Implacable, they were soon in advance; 
at the close of the evening the enemy were not far off, 
in disorder. On the 26th, about five o’clock, the Im- 
placable was able to bring the leewardmosl line of battle 
ship to close action ; although the enemy’s ship fought 
with the greatest bravery, she was silenced in about 
twenty minutes ; and only the near approach of the ene- 
my’s wh de fleet could have prevented her then /ailing 
into our hands, her colours and pendant being both do wn> 
v 3 
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The Russian Admiral having sent a frigate to tow the 
disabled ship, again hauled his wind, and the Implacable 
being ready to make sail. Sir Samuel Hood immediately 
gave chace, and soon obliged the frigate to cast off 
her tow, when the Russian Admiral was again under 
the necessity to support her by several of his line of 
battle ships bearing down ; and Sir S. Hood had 
every prospect of thus bringing on a general action ; 
to avoid which the Russian Admiral availed himself of 
a favourable slant of wind, and entered the port of 
Rogerswick. The ship engaged by the Implacable, 
having fallen to leeward, grounded on a shoal at the 
entrance of the port ; there being then some swell. 
Sir S. Hood had a hope she must have been destroyed; 
but the wind moderating towards the evening, she 
appeared to ride at anchor, and exertions were made 
to repair her damage. At sun-set finding the swell 
abated, and boats sent by t he Russian fleet to tow her 
into port ; Sir S. Hood directed Captain Webley to 
stand in and endeavour to cut her off. The boats had 
made a considerable progress, and the enemy's ship 
_ was just entering the port, when the Centaur had the 
good fortune to lay her on board ; her bowsprit taking 
the Centaur's fore-rigging, she swept along with her 
bow grazing the muzzles of her guns, which was the 
only signal for their discharge, and the enemy’s bows 
were drove in by this raking fire. -When the bowsprit 
came to the mizen-rigging, Sir S. Hood ordered it to 
be lashed : this was performed, in a most steady manner, 
by the exertions of Captain Webley, Lieutenant Law- 
less, Mr. Strode, the master, and other brave men, 
under a heavy fire from the enemy’s mu^quetry, by 
which .Lieutenant Lawless was severely w ounded. No* 
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tiling could withstand the cool a^d determined fire of 
the marines under Captain Bayley and the other officers, 
as well as the fire from the Centaur's sterivchase guns ; 
and in less than halt an hour she was obliged to sur- 
render. Captain Martin now anchored his ship in a 
position to heave the Centaur ofF, after she and the 
prize had grounded, which was fortunately effected at 
the moment two of the enemy’s ships were seen under 
sail, standing towards them, but retreated as they saw 
the ships extricated from this difficulty. The prize 
proved to be the Sewolod, of 74 guns, Captain Rodneff; 
she had so pouch water in her, and being fast on shore, 
after taking out the prisoners and wounded men, Sir 
S. Hood was obliged to give orders for her being burnt ; 
which service was completely effected under the direc- 
tion of Lieutenant Biddulph, of the Ceniaur, by seven 
o’clock in the morning. The Centaur had three killed, 
and twenty-seven wounded. The Implacable had six 
killed and twenty-six wounded. Tho Sewolod had 
forty-three killed and eighty wounded, in the action 
with the Implacable; 180 killed and missing, in the 
action w-ith the Centaur. Total 303 killed, wounded, 
and mi*sing. 

Of this action, and the preliminary movements, the 
following Russian official accout was subsequently pub- 
lished 

“ On the 9th of August, Admiral Pauckboff set sail 
from Hangudd with his squadron, composed of nine 
sad of the line and nine frigates, for Jungfrusand, for 
the purpose of reconnoitring the enemy’s position, and 
to form his plan of operations. He found the enemy’s 
fleet at anchor in Jungfrusund, among the cliffs, con- 
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sisling of eighteen s^l, partly line of battle ships, and 
partly frigates. Admiral Nauckhoff was cruising off 
Jungfrusund until t he* 13th, when his headmost ship 
made the signal that the enemy's fleet was weighing 
anchor. Admiral Nauckhoflf immediately detached a 
corvette to observe the enemy's movements, formed 
•bis fleet in order of battle, and beat about to the east- 
ward, in order not to be cut off from his port, deter- 
mined to give battle. 

u The samtfday the enemy’s fleet was observed from 
the mast head, working towards our squadron, in com- 
pany with two English sail of the line. Admiral 
Nauckhoff resolved to attack the enemy the following 
day, and beat about the whole night, in order not to 
lose the wind. At break of day, being off Baltic Port, 
he discovered to leeward the enemy's fleet, composed 
of thirteen sail of the line and five large frigates ; among 
the former were two English ships, one of which was 
a three-decker, and bore the Admiral's pendant, and 
the other was a two-decker, of the largest size, and 
among the Swedish was also a three decker. The 
enemy's van, headed by two English sail of the line, 
weared our rear, and at five o'clock in the morning 
,the two English ships attacked successively the stern- 
most ship of our line, Sewolod, which had somewhat 
fallen to leeward. When Admiral Nauckhoff sawr 
the manoeuvres of the enemy, he bore dhwn on him 
with the whole of his squadron. The English fearful 
to be cut off from their line, tacked and were followed 
by the Swedes. Captain Rudnew, commander of the 
Sewolod, with the utmost gallantry, beat off twice 
the enemy's attack, but suffered considerably in hit 
f igging. The main-top mast and yard were shat- 

> ' 
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tered by tlie enemy’s fire, the f or e-top gallant mast was 
split, and the Sewolod was no Tonger able to main- 
tain her place in the line, of which Captain Rtnl- 
nevv informed the commander-in chief by signal. Ad*, 
iniral NauckhofF, who witnessed the above facts, per- 
mitted him to run into Baltic Port, and a frigate con- 
voyed him thither. By* this means our line, before a 
general engagement could be commenced, had lost 
one ship; and another, the Severnga . Swesda (North 
Star), received on a sudden so much damage in her 
■ fore-top mast, that she would not carry her fore-top 
‘ sail and was consequently also disabled duly to main- 
tain her place in the line. 

“ By this circumstance the enemy gained a great 
superiority of strength, and Admiral NauckhofF found 
it accordingly expedient to stand with his squadron off 
Baltic Port. The enemy stood in consequence thereof, 
on the same course, keeping their wind ; and the English 
ships displayed all their skill to cut off our damaged 
ship, the Sewolod, which was no longer able to keep 
up with our line. In order to frustrate this plan of the 
enemy. Admiral NauckhofF made signal for the rear to 
cover the said ship, and afford her ail possible assistance; 
but owing to her having fallen considerably' to the lee- 
ward, she was not able, in spite of the utmost exertion! 
made by her own commander, as well as by the captains 
of the other ships, to round the north-point of Baltic 
Port, and enter that harbour in company with the rest 
of our ships, but necessitated to drop anchor on the 
north side of this island, close in with the shore. - 

,f In the mean lime the commander-in-chief entered 
the above port, brought up in line of battle, and made 
ail necessary arrangements to repulse the enemy ; who, 
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however, made no attack, but stood out at sea with hw 
whole fleet. ^ 

“ Admiral Nauckhoff immediately ordered those ex- 
perienced officers, Captain-Lieutenant Miniskoy and 
Fuludjew to put off With all the row-boats of the 
squadron, to the assistance of the Sewolod, and to en- 
deavour to bring her back to the fleet. These two 
gallant officers used their best efforts for that purpose* 
but the two English ships cf the line coming op, suc- 
cessively attacked the Sewolod and dispersed the row- 
boats, which Captain-Lieutenant Miniskoy, however* 
succeeded to rally, and rejoined with them the squa- 
dron. 

'* Captain Rudnew, undismayed by their retreat, 
continued to make the most vigorous resistance, con- 
stantly and closely engaged with one of the two English 
ships, which suffered severely, and the slaughter was 
great on both sides ; nor would the conflict have been 
ended ; but with tj^e total destruction of thecombatanfs, 
had not the other English ship also come up with the 
Sewolod and given his broadside, by which she was 
completely disabled from continuing the contest any 
longer. It was but then that the English were able to 
render themselves masters of the Sewolod, or rather her 
wreck covered with dead bodies ; fifty-six of her crew 
saved themselves by swimming, and the rest were 
taken prisoners by the English. Rear-Admiral Hood, 
has sent back thirty-seven of them, who w ere wounded, 
and states that the loss on board the two English ships 
has also been very great.” 

Fora considerable time the Russian squadron remained 
closely blockaded ; but as it was, from the position which 
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it had secured, totally out of the re^i of the English, all 
hopes of farther capture were deemed useless, and the 
blockade was relinquished. 

In the course of the year, however, the Baltic was 
the scene of several other v actions, deserving of com- 
memoration. Amongst these, we shdll first notice the 
capture of the Danish ship. Prince Christian Frederick, 
of seventy-four guns, by the Stately and Nassau, Cap- 
tains Parker and Campbell, on the 23d of March, 
u proceeding towards the Great Belt,” says Captain 
Parker; in his official account of the action,” in company 
with his Majesty's ship Nassau, at two P. M. we ob- 
served a strange sail. It was evidently the intention of 
the enemy to run his ship on shore, and as the night 
was approaching, he might hope that, in our pursuit of 
him in the dark we should have the same fate. This, I 
have since been assured was his design. At forty-five 
minutes past seven, P. M. Captain Campbell, in the ' 
Nassau, got up with the enemy and commenced the 
action, and in a few minutes after the Stately closed. 
A running fight was now maintained for a considerable 
time, the enemy fighting with great obstinacy, until we 
succeeded in getting very near, and gave some close 
broadsides, on which he struck about half past nine, 
F. M. Before my First-Lieutenant, who took possession 
of the Danish ship, could cut away her anchor, she 
grounded, fortunately this ship and the Nassau brought 
up near to her. At daylight of the 23d, it was found 
impossible to get the captured ship afloat, the wind 
blowing strong on the shore. The Danes were pre- 
paring artillery on the coast, and as our ships were at 
anchor only two cables length from the beach, they 
would have done us great injury. After removing the 
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prisoners and wounded, (in doing; which we experi- 
enced much difficulty, from the wind blowing strong on 
Ihe shore, and a good deal of the sea running,) the 
enemy’s ship was set on fire on the evening of the 23d, 
and in a short time blew up. The enemy had fifty-five 
killed, and eighty-eight wounded. We have received 
considerable damage in our masts and rigging. The 
Prince Christian Frederick was a very fine ship, copper- 
bolted, commanded by Captain Jayson, complement 
620 men, had 576 on board.” Stately: 2 seamen, 2 
marines, killed ; 26 seamen, 2 marines, wounded; 1 sea- 
man missing. Total 17 officers w ounded. Stately : 
Lieutenant Cole, slightly, Mr. Leman, boatswain, se- 
verely, Mr. Davis, master's male, slightly. Nassau, 
Mr. Edwards, J. Johnson, volunteer, first class, slightly. 

The other actions in the Baltic were chiefly with the 
Danish gun-boats, and they were exceeding severe, the 
Danes almost uniformly fighting with great spirit and 
obstinacy. One of these actions was fought off Bergen, 
in the month of May, between his Majesty’s frigate 
Tartar, commanded by Captain Beltesworth, and six 
gun boats and a schooner. On this occasion, the service 
experienced a severe loss, in the death of Captain Bet- 
tesworth. The particulars of the engagement, which 
never appeared officially, are given irMhe following ex- 
tract of a letter from an officer on board the Tartar, dated 
Leith Roads, May 20: — 

“ We sailed from Leith on the 1 Oth instant, to cruise 
off North Bergen, and intercept a frigate said to be in 
that harbour. We got on the coast on the 12lh, but 
from the very thick fogs, could not stancHn till the 13th, 
when we made the islands to the westward of Bergen, 
and on our hoisting Dutch colours, there came off 
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twelve Norwegians in two boat9, from whom we learnt 
the frigate had sailed eight days before for the East 
Indies, with three or four ships* They took us through 
a most intricate rocky passage, till within five or six 
miles of Bergen, when they refused to take her any 
further ; it being the Captain’s intention to reach the 
town with the frigate and bring off the shipping, among 
which were the privateers; we anchored in the Straits, 
with springs on our cables, and in the evening, the 
boats, with the Captain, first, and third Lieutenants, and 
master went up to the town, and would probably have 
cut out an East Indiaman, lying under the battery, had 
not the guard-boat which was without her, fell in 
with and fired on the launch, who returned the fire| 
wounding all their people severely, and took her : this 
alarmed the town, who sounded their bugles, and man* 
ned the batteries, and we finding the ships lie within 
chain, without which it would be difficult to get them 
returned to the frigate, leaving the launch, commanded 
by Lieutenant Sykes, to watch the enemy. We imme- 
diately got the ship uhder weigh, but from the lightness 
of the wind, and intricacy of the passage, could not get 
near Bergen, and went about half way from ohr anchor- 
age in a rocky shoal, without a breath of wind and 
a strong pnrrent i in this situation, we were attacked 
by a schooner and five gun-boats, who were within half 
a^gnn-shat, being under a rocky point, each mount-’ 
ing two 24-pounders, except the schooner, and man- 
ned with troops. They kept up a well directed fire, 
hulling us in ten or eleven places, and cutting much our 
and sails. One of the first shots killed our gal- 
lant Captain, in the act of pointing a gun. The service 
has thus lost a most valuable commandar, whp had at- 
to l. vi. x 
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Cached the whole of his crew to him, officers and men* 
by ihe roost hind and exemplary conduct. Though 
the force which we were engaged with was compa- 
ratively small, yet when it is known that we were at 
this time drifting towards Ihe enemy, nearly end on, no 
'wind, a narrow passage full of rocks, on ‘which we were 
driving, with no anchorage, under heights manned by 
Ihcir troops, no guns to bear on the boats, and a crew 
newly impressed, roost of whom had never been en- 
gaged, it roust be confessed to be a situation in which 
nothing but the greatest exertions ©n the part of Lieu** 
tenant Caiger (then commanding), and the rest of the* 
officers, could relieve her. We at length brought our 
broadside to bear on them, one vessel was sunk, and the 
jest much shattered. They continued the attack for an 
hour and a half, and were re* manned by small boats during 
^engagement; at length alight airsprungnp, we wore 
and stood towards the enemy, geltingoar bow guns for- 
ward, which bore on them, and compelled them to clear 
and row under the batteries of Bergen, where we found 
it would not be adviseable to follow, from the general 
alarm that had been raised. We now obliged the na- 
tives on board to attempt a passage with. the ship to the 
north ward, in prosecuting which we fell in with our launch, 
with Lieutenant Sykes, and picked her up. We passed 
many difficult passages, through which we boomed the 
frigate off with spars, and lowed her, and at three, 
cleared the islands, and stood out for sea. We have 
preserved the body of our heroic Captain, and shall 
if possible, also that of Mr. H. Fitshugh, (a midship, 
man,) a fine promising youth, who fell at the time the 
Captain died. They are the only killed : we have one 
man lost his right arm, another severely wounded* and 
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several slightly. Most of our shot holes are between 
wind and water, and one shot; struck ns two feet an* 
der water.* 

Another of these unequal conflicts was between his 
Majesty's sloop Kite, and a Danish flotilla, the particu* 
lars of which, furnished by an officer of the Kite, are as 
follows : — 

“ On the 3d of September, being at anchor off the 
island of Spro, .near Ny borg, at ten o’clock in the even* 
ing, the moon shining bright, observed we were enclosed 
in a half circle of Danish gun-boats, to the number of 
twenty-two or twenty-four. The Minx gun-brig being 
in company, cut her cable and made sail, as the only 
means of saving herself, we being nearer to Nyborg, 
from whence they came, sustained nearly their whole 
attack ; almost at the instant in which we first perceived 
them, they opened a tremendous fire of round and grape 
shot, from their whole line of three divisions. Of our 
crew nearly one half were absent (some in prizes, the 
rest lately taken prisoners in the boats, those on board 
the least to be depended upon ; we, however, manned 
the guns, and kept A fire for some time, but finding it 
impossible to withstand a force at least seven limes that 
of her own (for three of them are equal 10 a sloop of 
war in a calm, which it then was,) we cut our cable, 
the ship now lay unmanageable for want of wind, 
whilst the enemy, who were by this time within musket 
range, struck us every time they fired. At this moment 
our friend Mr. Thomas, the Purser, and my servant, 
were killed, the ship became leaky, the rigging much 
cut, and several of the sails falling down upon the deck, 
0ur situation now became the most critical that ever 
2x2 
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was experienced, when a light breeze prov identify 
sprung up, but a gun-boat belonging to ourselves, put of 
which we had succeeded in getting our people, and cut 
away, got unfortunately under our bow, and prevented 
the ship from getting before the wind, the round shot, 
the splinters, and the langrage, were flying in every 
direction, the leaks increased, the enemy within hail in 
several places, the masts and square sails, however, were 
still standing. The first Lieutenant, the only one on 
board, as a last resource, jumped with a few brave 
fellows into the gun-boat, and happily succeeded in 
pushing her clear, which immediately enabled us to 
get before the wind ; the enemy’s fire now became more 
excessive in consequence of our having to take the 
people from the guns to trim sails; the breeze, however, 
freshened, our lads again manned their guns, and the 
smoke being tolerably cleared away, enabled them to 
take belter aim ; and one of the enemy’s boats with about 
seventy men, was soon after this sunk by our quarter 
deck guns, and the enemy thinking we had sent men 
in our gun boat, which now dropped astern, directed 
part of their fire to her so effectually, that she sunk ; 
this divertion was of much use to us, and with the fine 
little breeze we now enjoyed, we drew considerably ^ 
away from them ; they followed for some distance, still 
firing; but now our crew having only to attend their guns, 
our fire became much more brisk, and considerably 
galled the enemy. At half past eleven, making just 
an hour and a half, they burnt a blue light, the signal 
of retreat, and we were unable to follow. We steered for 
au English sixty-four gun-ship, which was within about 
twelve miles of us, and anchored near to her. At day- 
light we found the ship a perfect wreck, two ' killed, as 
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before mentioned, and thirteen wounded, being one 
out of every three of all on board. Six large shots 
through the tottering main-mast, five through the fore- 
top-sail alone, and in the hull too many to be conveni- 
ently numbered ; the main-boom shot through, and 
lying across the deck, and much water in the hold, 
during the whole of this affair we had eighteen Danish 
prisoners on board since the Nyborg action, which re- 
quired some of our hands together with the sick people, 
to prevent them from rising, and assisting their country- 
men.” 

The third and last of these engagements which we 
shall notice, took place in October, between hi& Ma- 
jesty’s ship Africa, and a large flotilla of gun-boats. The 
action, as will be seen by the following literal copy of 
a letter, dated October 20, and written by a person who 
was on board the Africa at the time, was of the most, 
severe description : 

if We sailed from Carlscrona, in . Sweden, about a 
week since, with a convoy under oui* protection of near 
two hundred sail of merchantmen, for Malmo. Our 
cflhvoy got into the wished-for port, all I believe, ex- 
cept one taken, and three on shore, which were burnt 
by our people to prevent their falling into the hands of 
the Danes. 

“ The Africa kept between the convoy and the Danes, 
to cover and protect them. About one o’clock this day 
it - was quite calm. We saw the Danish gun-boats row- 
ing towards us to the number of thirty-two: perhaps 
you do not know, but for your information I tell you, 
when a large ship lies becalmed, she is quite unmanage- 
able# a mere log on the water/ which was our case.' 
x 2 
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The Panes with their oars, topk the opppftqpity to- 
corpe on our qq^rters and'bpWRj where they kPO w we 
'were 'weakest, qiid endeqvopred to roko us. Afcoat.half 
po^ttwo o'clock, they camp withip gun-shot of us, and 
\»e opened a brisk fire on then) ffofn as many of opr 
guns as vye pquid bring to bear on them ; thpy continued 
advancing, and stationed themselves some pp the quar- 
ters, and $oi\ie on the bows* 

“ These boats have in a calm much superiority over 
a ship by means of their oars, they can pqll roupd a ship 
in any direction, and being small, comparatively only 
like a speck on the water, they are no mark to aim at 
like a large ship. They contained in all, as far as we 
can learn, about one thousand nine hundred and twenty 
men, and one hundred and twenty-eight guns, thiity- 
two’s and forty-two’s, with swivels. To do them jus- 
tice they shewed much courage in coming near us, for 
our shot went far oveF them. 

4 * I was stationed at the lower gun-deck, to hand 
powder from the magazine, and I confess, I shuddered 
to see the poor sailors knocked down in our ship, as I 
could sometimes through a slit in a thick flannel screen 
which was hung round the hatchway on which I stood, 
to prevent any fire from the dashes of the guns commu- 
nicating to the powder, as it wAs handed up to the 
people above us, immediately over the magazine, I 
confess my weakness ; my standing over the powder 
room, (he shots poring in, in every direction, together: 
with the shells, 1 thought the magazine would be blown 
up ; 1 endeavoured to bear up against my fears, an^i 
succeeded. 

u Their grape-shot could only be likened to show- 
ers of stoats or dust thrown into the ship by shovels 
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Tho screen round uve was soon kicked away entirely 
by splinters. A ^atridge of powder pf four pounds, 
which I held up over my head to the man above me, 
blew up, the lid of the cartridge box being off, without 
hurting me, except a slight stFoke on the eye. . I cannot 
think houi I escaped, but by an over-ruling providence, 
from destruction. Several large shots came through the 
ship’s side, close to me. Two iron stancheons, six or 
seven inches in diameter, were shot through and broke 
to pieces. The man over me; to whom I handed the 
powder, was wounded in both arms and in the breast. 

“ Afhalf past seven, those that remained of the enemy . 
began to pull away from us. I am informed by our 
people who were on deck, they supposed the Danes 
suffered extremely by our fire, as they saw several boats 
sink, and they were picking up the people out of the 
water. Some had no more than five men left in them. 
The darkness of (he night finished the business. 

“ At the conclusion we find that we have eight men 
killed outright, and in wounded many badly. The 
total is sixty- four. ^ 

u Our colours were twice shot away. The enemy 
supposing we had struck, huzzaed and pulled nearer : 
we huzzaed and peited away at them : they drew back. 

“ We expect the masts to fall if we should have much 
wind before we can reach a port ; in short we have 
many shots between ivin$) and water, and some such 
large pieces knocked out of the side, that 1 could almost 
creep through, and we are a mere wreck. Our boats 
are shot all to pieces, our arm-chest on the popp blown 
to pieces by their shells, but, thank God ! we beat them 
off. We Suppose their loss in men must be three times 
^greater than ours, considering their numbers, and from 
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what those on our decks saw. Those now in the ship 
and who were in Lord Nelson’s last action at Trafalgar* 
say, this surpassed it for hard fighting." 

By the violent storms which took place in the Bailie, 
at the close of the year, an unusual number of merchant- 
men were lost. 

A circumstance which excited considerable conversa- 
tion at the time, was a sort of predatory descent made 
by the well-known Baron Hompesch, on the Faro 
Islands, situated in the North Sea. The following ac- 
count of the exploit, extracted from a Hamburgh pa- 
per, is deserving of notice 

“ Lieutenant-General Baron Hompesch, in the Sa- 
lamine privateer of 20 guns, arrived in the Faro Is- 
lands on Whitsun-Monday. The Baron was probably 
informed by the treachery of a skipper of the name of 
Hausen, whom he had taken along with him as a pilot on 
his cruise on the coast of Norway, that there was on 
the island 80,000 dollars value in goods, money, &c. 
belonging to the king. This as well as the church and 
school funds he immediately demanded, threatening in 
case of refusal, to plunder and saok the place. The 
Commandant and the persons present protested against 
delivering up the public money, shewing that it could 
only be considered as private preperty, as the reve- 
nues of the church had been wholly advanced by the 
public to repair the edifice. Notwithstanding he took 
the money, being 5,140 rix dollars, 42 skillings, adding, 
that he, as chaplain on board his own ship, must know, 
better; that public worship might be as well performed 
in the open air as in a church ; this the more so, aa, 
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Ihere were high mountains in Faro, on whicn onecbuld 
approach the Lord nearer. He said to the vice-pro- 
vost, “ Blessed are the poor /” — and when he seized the 
school-funds of Thosharn, he observed that be found 
the youths every where well-bred and enlightened, and 
that they needed no money for their education. The 
chest of the widows of the clergy, containing 223 rix 
dollars, and 93$ skillings, as well as that of the hospital, 
containing 43 dollars, he returned ; the rest of th£ 
5,140 rix dollars he kept/’ 

The Lords of the Admiralty, it should be observed, 
withdrew the letter of marque granted to Baron Hom- 
pesch, for the Salamine privateer, and their Lord- 
ships came to this determination in consequence of 
the violation of private property, and even the funds of 
the religious and charitable institutions in the Baron’* 
descent on the Faro islands. A renumeration was even 
subsequently granted to the sufferers by Parliament. 

Tranquebar, a Danish settlement in the East Indies, 
surrendered to the British arras in February. On the 
]Oth of that month, his Majesty’s ship Russell, Captain 
Caulfield, with a detachment of the 14th regiment, un- 
'derthe command of Colonel Watson, on board, sailed 
from Madrass; on the J 2th they arrived off the town 
of Tranquebar, and summoned it to surrender ; and on 
the morning of the 15th, having surrendered by capi- 
tulation, it was taken possession of by the English. — 
The capture was at first understood to be extremely 
rich, but Sir Edward Pellew, the naval Commander in 
Chief, in India, has since represented it to be of 
scarcely any pecuniary importance. 
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The chief object of interest in the Indian seas d«t* 
ring the year 1808, was the capture of the Piedmon- 
taise French frigate, by St. Fiorenzo, Captain Har* 
dinge. — On Friday the 4th of March, the St. Fior- 
enzo sailed from Point de Galle, Ceylon. On the 6th 
at seven A. M. she passed three Indiamen, the Met- 
calf Devonshire, and Charlton, and soon after saw a 
frigate bearing N . E. The St. Fiorenzo immediately 
hauled her wind in shore, and made all sail, being at 
that time In lat. 7. 32. N. and 77. 58. E. She made the 
private signal, which was not answered ; and at five 
shewed her colours, which the stranger took no notice 
of: at 1 J. 40 , P. M. ranged along side of him on the 
larboard tack, and received bis broadside. After en- 
fpging fen minutes within a cable's length, the enemy 
made sail a* head out of the range of St. Fiorenzo'* 
shot. She ceased firing, and made all sail after him, 
continuing to come up with him till day-light, when 
finding he could not avoid an action, he wore, as did 
the St. Fiorenzo, and at twenty-five minutes past six 
re-commenced the engagement at the distance of half 
a mile, gradually closing with him to a quarter of a 
mile* The fire was constant and well directed on both 
sides, though that of the enemy slackened towards the 
latter part of the action. At 8. 15. A. M. the enemy 
made all sail. The St. Fiorenzo's main-lop-sail jard 
being shot through, the main-royal-mast, both main* 
top-mast-stays, the main-spring-stay, and masts of both 
standing, and running rigging and sails cut to pieces, 
and cartridges fired away, she ceased firing, and em- 
ployed all hands in repairing the damages, and fit- 
ting her again for action. They kept sight of the enemy 
during thevnight, and at 9 A. M. on the 8th, being 
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perfectly prepared fer action, 9he bore down on him, 
under a sail : he did not endeavour to avoid the St. 
Fiorenzo till she hauled athwart bis stern, to gain the 
weather-gage, and bring him to a close fight, when the 
enemy hauied up abo, and made all sail ; but per- 
ceiying the St. Fiorenzo coming up fast with him, and! 
that a battle was unavoidable, he tacked, and at 3 P. 
M. they passed each other on opposite tacks, and com- 
menced action within a quarter of a cable’s length, 
when the enemy was abaft the St. Fiorenzo’s beam, he 
wore, and after an hour and twenty minutes close ao* 
lion, struck his colours. She proved to be La Pied- 
montaise French frigate, commanded by Monsieur Ep*- 
ron, Captaine de vaisseau ; she mounted 50 guns, long 
ltd-pounders on her main-deck, and 36-pound carron- 
ades on her quarter-deck. She had 53*0 Frenchmen on 
board, and near 200 Lascars. She sailed from the 
Mauritius on the 20th of December, 1807. In theac- 
lion she had 48 men killed, and 122 wounded. The 
St. Fiorenzo had 18 killed, and 25 wounded ; among 
the former, her commander, who urrfortunatefy fell by 
a grape shot, the second broadside in the lar$t action. 
Lieutenant H. G. Massey was badly wounded just be- 
fore the enemy struck. La Piedmontaise had her 
r H 5 ging cut in pieces, and her mast and bowsprit so 
wounded that they went by the board during* the night. 
Lieutenant Dawson succeeded Captain Hardinge, and 
brought the St. Fiorenzo and La Piedmontaise (her 
prize) into Colombo on the 12ih of March. 

It is deserving of notice, that, that desperate French 
officer, Moreau, who stabbed Captain Larkins, after 
the capture of the Warren Hastings,- and whom Sir 
Edward Pellew denounced in his public orders to the 
fleet, as a proper object of vengeance, if eve* he should 


Digitized by Google 



252 


rHE BRITISH tridewt; 


be taken, .was at this lime the 'second Captain of the 
Piedmontaise. During the engagement he conducted 
himself in the most turious manner. He would not 
suffer his ship to strike, and deplared he would not 
be taken by the English alive. At last he discharged 
his pistols into his own body, and was thrown overboard 
at his own request before he was dead. 

The memory of Captain Hardinge was treated with 
the most distinguished honours, both in India *a n d in 
England ; and by a vote of the British Parliament, his 
services are to be commemorated by the erection of a 
monument in Westminster Abbey . — u So should desert 
in arms be crowned.” 

On the Jamaica station, at the commencement of 
the year, several French privateers^ which had been 
a great annoyance to the trade, were either taken 
or destroyed. 

On the 2d of March, the valuable little island of 
Maria Galante, in a high state of cultivation, with 
a large quantity of colonial produce in the stores, was 
taken. — Captain Selly, of the Cerberus, finding that 
the island afforded a shelter for the enemy's privateers 
with their captured vessels ; and that it interfered con- 
siderably with the blockade of Guadaloupe, gave Cap- 
tain Pigot the command of about two hundred seamen 
and marines from the Cerberus, Circe, and Camilla. 
On the 2d of March, he weighed from Petit Terre, 
and a little after day-light, effected a landing about two 
miles from the town with little opposition, and soon af- 
ter, the island surrendered at discretion, and the com- 
mandant, with the national military force, were made 
prisoners of war. 
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3Cbe capture'of Maria Galanta was followed on the 30th 
i*f the same month by that of Deseada, by Captain Seb 
by of the Cerberus, and the Lily,tPelican, Express, Swim* 
ger, and Mosarabique. The shore was defended by a 
battery of two 9-pounders, completely commanding 
she narrow entrance of the harbour, together with th6 
national troops and mitrtias, amounting to about se» 
venty men, who opened their fire upon the boats ; but 
a cannonading from the squadron soon silenced them* 
At four o’clock the French flag was struck ; the boats 
landed at half past four, hoisted the British fiag, and 
the whole island surrendered without further opposi- 
tion.— The capture was effected without loss. The 
batteries and great guns were destroyed. 

St. Martin’s Islands having long been considered ai 
a shelter for the numerous French privateers which in- 
fest the West Indies, and obstruct the trade of the 
country, it became a desirable object to extirpate them. 
Accordingly, at the commencement of July, his Ma- 
jesty’s schooners. Subtle, Balahan, and Elizabeth^ 
with the Wanderer sloop of war, made an attempt 
to carry the island by a cm/i de main. Owing, how- 
ever, to some false information respecting the enemy’s 
strength, the effort failed. About 130 seamen and ma* 
rines, headed by Lieutenant Spearing, of the Subtle 
landed, and soon obtained possession of the lower fort 
of six guns, which were instantly spiked. Their loss so 
far was trifling ; but bn ascending the rocky heights 
covered w>Jj the prickly pear, the superiorly of the 
eneimy was severely felt, as a number of brave^ fel- 
lows fell, among whom was lieutenant Spearing, who 
was shot through the chest within ten yawls of the up^. 
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per fort, and almost Instantly expired. His fall occa- 
sioned much consternation among his companions, who 
reluctantly retreated to their boats, but were obliged to 
to surrender. Captain Croflon, of the Wanderer, find- 
ing the fire from the fort so tremendous and incessant, 
sent a fl >g of truce on shore, which was accepted, and 
the whole of the prisoners who could be removed 
with safety were given up. 

Thus fell, in the prime of life, in a most daririg and 
gallant attempt, a promising active officer, w'hose long 
services in his profession entitled him to the notice of 
' his country, in whose cause he had received eleven 
wounds, particularly at the battle of Copenhagen, and 
in the West Indies. He closed a career of glory, 
animating his men by his example, on the batteries of 
St. Martin’s. 

It afterwards appeared that the enemy had received 
information of the intended attack, and were prepared 
accordingly ; upwards of 900 troops being in the fort, 
while the storming party consisted Only of 135 men. 
Out of 43 sent' from the Subtle, seven were killed and 
seventeen wounded. 

Towards the close of the year, Captain Coombe, of 
tfie fefeuteux, had received information, on which 
lie cOuld depend, that there lay in the harbour of Bay 
frfriiiftalrit (Gaudaloupe) seven vessels of different des- 
criptions, some loaded and re^dy for sea, and others 
loading; he also received an 'bfccbunt of the strength 
htid situation of the batteries ; fie had a pilot to carry 
the Boats in, and a guide (o conduct the storming par- 
ffes; The attack took place on the morning of the 2 jth 
Of November, as follows ‘.-^-Captain Coombe in his 
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barge and 1 9 men to board the shipping; lieut^ntytf 
Lawrence in the boat with 20 men, to storm a battery 
of lyvo 24-pounders; and Mr. Daly/ the purser, in th^ 
pinnace and 22 men, to storm a bat: ery of one 24-poun- 
der, within the town ; the signal of either parly having 
succeeded was three cheers ; the boats, after rowing 
six miles, lay on their oars until the moon wept down* 
At 4 o’clock A. M. they dashed on, and after a few 
minutes of desperate fighting, the welcome signal of 
success was given by all three parties cheering at the 
same moment. Captain Coombe carried a schooner 
of two guns mounted, and 39 seamen and soldiers oh 
board. Lieutenant Lawrence having spiked the guns v 
on the batteries, with Mr. Daly proceeded to board 
the remaining vessels, in which they succeeded ; the 
enemy lined the shore with musketry, got three field 
pieces to bear, and kept up a very sharp fire on a 
brig and a schooner, which was returned by the ma- 
rines and the gun* on board them ; while carrying them 
out they both unfortunately grounded, and thus became 
fixed objects for the enemy’s fire, which was further in- 
creased by a 24-pounder. Finding it impossible to 
got the vessels off, the running rigging cut to pieces, 
the standing rigging much wounded, and it being day- 
light, orders were given to abandon, and soon after 
captain Coombe was struck with a 24-pound round 
shot in his left side, and tell dead. The boats gotout 
of the reach of the fire of the enemy about 6 o’clock 
A. M. The action continued about an hour and three 
quarters. The loss of the British was trifling, except 
that of captain Coombe killed, and lieutenant Lawrence 
wounded by a musket ball in the arm ; the enemyV 
loss was great : in the attack of the batteries and on 
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boarding, there were about forty killed ; the number 
drowned must have been very gTeat, as must have been 
their. toss on shore; there was a serjeantV party' on 
board the vessels, besides the crews. 

The destruction of the French covette le Cygne, off 
Martinique, in the month of December, by a part of 
the blockading squadron, was attended by unusual dif- 
ficulty and loss. — On the 12th of the month, at eleven 
A. M. the brig Morne Fortun^e informed Captain Cob- 
Jier, of the Circe, the senior officer of the squadron 
from the Diamond to the Pearl Rocks, that an enemy!« 
brig and two schooners were at anchor of the Pearh 
Captain Collier immediately recalled the looking out 
vessels. Stork, Epervier, and Express, and made all sail 
towards the enemy. On nearing, St. Pierre, he perceived 
a large French schooner towing along shore, under cover 
afanumber of troops. The schooner finding it impossible 
to get between St. Pierre’s and the Circe, the Stork clos- 
ing fast, they run her on shore under a battery of four 
guns, flanked by two smaller ones, and the beach lined 
with troops. The signal was then made (a close w ith 
. the enemy, and engage in succession, the Circe lead- 
ing, followed by the Stork and Morne Fortun£e ; being 
within pistol shot,the small batteries were soon silenced, 
and the troops driven from the beach. Seeing the 
brig and schooner unloading, Captain Collier directed 
the Morne Fortun^e to watch the schooner in shore^ 
and to give similar orders to the Epervier on her 
. coming up. He then made sail towards the brig and 
• the other schooner, which were lying to windward 
close to the beach, under cover of four batteries and 
an immeuie number of Ityops and field pieces* 
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which they had brought down on the beach to pro- 
tect her. Having placed the barge and two cutters 
under the command of lieutenant Crook, Mr. Collman, 
purser, Mr. Smith, master, and Mr. Thomas, carpenter, 
who handsomely volunteered with sixty-eight men to 
to bring the brig out, he made sail with Ihef Stork and Ex- 
press towards her, and directed the boats to lay off until 
the brig’s fire slackened, it getting late, the vessels 
JyiDg close in wjth the rocks, and having no pilot on 
board, stood in, and was handsomely seconded by 
Captain Le Ceyt of the Slork. The ships did not 'Com- 
mence action until cur men were wounded from the 
beach with musketry. Captain Collier -then bore up 
under a heavy fire of great guns and small a rmsl 
Having passed the batteries arid brig^he Circe’s boats 
jliot waiting for the Stork’s to come up, boarded in femost 
gallant manner. Their gallantry, however, did not meet 
with its reward ; they were beat back with dreadful 
slaughter ; one boat taken and one sunk, the other en- 
tirely disabled, by this time it was dark, and Captain 
Collier stood oflfuntil day-light, determining to persevere 
and destroy the brig if possible. In the gening he 
was joined by the Amaranthc, who watched the brig 
during the night — At eight A. M. he perceived she 
bad weighed; Captain Brenton, in the most handsome 
manner, volunteering to bring her out, she was then 
lowing and sweeping close in shore towards Sf. 
^Pierre’s ; the boats of the Circe and Stork, and men 
from the Express, were sent to tow the Amaranthe up, 
who was at this time sweeping arid using every eNer-t 
lion to close with the enemy. At ten, the Frfench brig 
grounded near several batteries, to the northward 
of St. Pierre’s; the Jltnaranthe ticked and worked 
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in under a heavy fire from the batteries and brig, from 
which .she suffered considerably, having one killed and 
five wounded, followed by the Circe, the rest of the 
squadron engaging the batteries to leeward. From the 
Amaranlhe*s well directed fire, she soon obliged them 
to quit the -brig. Lieutenant Hay, of the Ama- 
r nthe, distinguished himself very much, as did 
Messrs. Brooke and Rigroaiden, of the same sloop, 
who, with the boats of the Circe, Amaranthe, 1 
and Stork, boarded her under a heavy fire from the 
batteries and troops on shore. Lieutenant Hay, find* 
ing her bilged and impossible to get off, effectually de- 
stroyed her in the evening. Captain Brenton again vo- 
lunteered to destroy the schooner then on shore ; and 
Captain Collier ordered lieutenant George Robinson, of 
the Amaranthe, to follow the directions of captain 
Brenton. At nine o’clock she was on fire, and burnt 
to the water’s edge. On this service* Mr. Jones, mas- 
ter of the Amaranthe, was wounded ; and one seaman 
killed, and three wounded, belonging to the Express. 
On boarding, they discovered the brig destroyed was 
Le Cygne of eighteen guns and one hundred and forty 
men, with flour, guns, and cartridge-paper, for the re- 
lief of Martinique. The two schooners had I kewise 
flour, and were armed. The one left off the Pearl 
went on shore, and was bilged. 

A List qf killed and wounded on board the squadron undtr 
the command of Francis A Collier , Esq. in action with 
the enemy cff Martinique , the 12 th and 13 th days tf De~ 
cember t 1808 . 

Circe, 9 killed, 21 wounded, 26 missing ; 56 — Ama- 
ranthe, 1 killed, 6 wounded ; 7. — Stork, 1 killed, } 
wounded; 2. — Express, \ killed, 3 wounded; 4.— 
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Epervier, None killed or wounded. — Morne Fortun^e, 
None killed or wounded. 

Totals 1 2 killed, 31 wounded, 26 missing — 69. 

1 About the^same time that the Cygne was destroyed, 
several French privateers were captured on the- West 
India station. 

Amongst the single actions of this year, the capture 
of the Badere Zaffier, a Turkish frigate of 52 guns and 
500 men, by the Sea-horse, Captain Stewart, on the 
5lh of July, is particularly deserving of notice : — 

In the evening, captain Stewart observed two Turk- 
ish men of war and a galley coming round the East 
end of the island of Scopolo, towards which he imme- 
diately made sail. On making out that they were both 
single-decked ships, he determined to bring them to 
action. It began at half past nine, the Turks going a 
little off the wind under easy sail, and continually en- 
deavouring to run the Sea-horse on board. At ten 
o’clock, observing a good opportunity of attacking the 
small ship to advantage, he dropped along-side 
of her, and after a quarter of an hour’s hot fire, at 
half pistol shot distance, her fire having totally ceased, 
captain Stewart left her in a state of the greatest dis- 
tress. Just before he had left her she had partially 
b!ov\n up forward. By this time the large frigate 
which had fallen a little to leeward, again got pretty 
close up, and the action recommenced; so obstinate 
was the resistance of the Turks, that it was not till 
a quarter past one that the Sea horse rendered her 
a motionless wreck. As they, now would neither an- 
swer nor fire, captain Stewart conceived it most pru- 
dent,.knowing the character of the people, to wait for 
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day-light to send on board her. At day-light, observ- 
ing her colours on the stump of the mizen-masl, be 
poured a broadside into her stern, when she struck, 
and we took possession of her. She lost 165 killed, 
and 195 wounded ; the Sea-horse lost only 40 killed and 
10 wounded. The other ship was named Ihe Abo' Fe* 
zan, carrying twenty-four 13-pounders and two mor- 
tars, with a complement of 230 men. They look 
most of them out of the galley before (he action and 
sent her away. 

• Another action of equal, if nQt superior brilliancy to 
the above, was that which terminated in the capture of 
the French frigate La Thetis, by the Amethyst, Cap- 
tain Seymour. — The Amethyst had been cruising off 
the dangerous coast of L'Orient for fourteen weeks, 
during which time violent gales of wind had prevailed* 
On the night of the 1 0th of November, the Amethyst 
was standing so close in to the N. W. point of Gro^, 
that it became impossible for an enemy to escape ; ihe 
proof of which was fully exemplified -by Ihe ineffec- 
tual endeavours of the French frigate. The night was 
unusually dark, not a star lo be seen, and every thing 
indeed favoured the attempt. About seven ihe flash 
and report of cannon were distinctly seen and heard 
from a battery on the French coast, on a direction con- 
tiguous to the alarm and signal- post. The conjecture 
of the moment supposed it in k con sequence of the near 
approach of the Amethyst, but it was in reality direct- 
ed against their own frigate, of the sailing of which 
they were ignorant. About half past seven a sail 
was descried just ahead ; it was supposed a small 
armed vessel, or something still more contemptible,. 
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and Ibe deception of night favoured the supposition* 
A musket was ordered to be fired ; ho notice was 
taken : she grew larger* The Amethyst still conti- 
nued under an easy press of sail. A gun was now 
fired, and the crackling noise of this shot was heard as 
it passed through the cabin windows. This by the 
enemy was instantly returned, and the veil of darkness, 
which had hitherto obscured her, was now removed 
by the lights flying in every part of her; every inch 
of canvas was set, her boat cut from her stern, and a 
ship of war appeared anxious for escape, though ca- 
pable of resistance. The Amethyst immediately 
spread more canvas, but allowed her to gain a little, 
lest her apprehensions might induce, her to run on that 
shore, which was then so near them. About nine* 
however, those apprehensions were at an end, and the 
Amethyst closed fast. Her adversary, now finding all 
hopes of escape at an end, made her best dispositions 
to receive the Amethyst, and before ten o’clock the 
action commenced^ which continued, with very little 
intermission, until about twenty minutes after twelve. 
The French ship fell on board the Amethyst; a 
little after ten, she extricated herself from that 
situation; but at a quarter past eleven, she intention- 
ally laid the Amethyst on board ; and from that time 
until the moment of her surrender, which was about 
an hour, the contending ships were locked together, 
the fluke of the Amethyst’s best bower anchor having 
entered the foremost main-deck port of La Thetis, 
After great slaughter. La Thetis was boarded and taken 
possession of, and some prisoners were received from 
her, before the ships were disengaged. The Triumph, 
commanded by Sir^Thomas Hardy, shortly afterwards 
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came up ; and, subsequently, the Shannon, which took 
La Thetis in tow. 

Jn this long and sharply contested action, the rigging 
of the Amethyst was much cut; and 19 of her crew 
were killed and 51 wounded. The loss of the Thetis, 
however, was still more shocking to humanity ; as ex- 
clusively of her captain, she had 17 2 men killed, and 102 
wounded, amongst whom were all her officers except- 
ing three. 

When the great disparity of force between the Ame* 
thyst and Thetis is considered, the conquest achieved 
is marked by particular brilliancy. The Amethyst 
mounted only 36 guns, the Thetis 44 ; consequently 
from her larger size, her metal was of superior weight ; 
her crew, consisting of 360 men, besides 106 soldiers, 
had served for years together $ added to this, Monsieur 
Pinsun, entrusted with the command of La Thetis, was 
a man of approved courage, much beloved by his 
men, and deserving in every respect the commenda* 
tion of an excellent officer. Indeed, there are but 
few instances on record, in which a French ship is 
known to have supported so long, so spirited, and so 
determined a conflict. But the contest was never for a 
moment doubtful $ all were animated with the glorious 
spirit that leads to victory, and the guns were served 
with the same zeal and alacrity the last hour of the 
light as in the first. Such is the simple detail of this 
distinguished action, which for gallantry, skill, and 
bravery ha« never been exceeded, whilst it holds up 
anew the character 6f our country, must eh’ci praise 
from ev iy longue, and gratitude from every heart. 

On.the J9lh of IVIay, the Dutch frigate Guelder- 
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land, of 36 guns, was captured by the Virginie, Cap- 
lain Brace, off Bergen. The Guelderland was manned 
with 257 men, and had twenty-three passengers, a 
fortnight from Bergen. It was after an hour and a half's 
gallant defence in a night action, that her captain sur- 
rendered, his masts being shot by 'the board, twenty- 
five of bis men killed, and forty severely wOunded. 
The enemy wore three times, and in hi s' effort to come 
round the fourth, fell on board the Virginie, and did 
her the only damage worth notice ; for I have been 
fortunate, says Captain Brace, having only one man 
killed and One badly wounded. The night was ex- 
tremely dark, and the swell so great that the boarders 
could not act. 

The Mediterranean was, during this year, the scene 
of much active desultory Service, upon a small scale. 
A very gallant action by the boats of the Emerald fri- 
gate, especially merits attention. On the afternoon of 
the 1 4-th of March, as the Emerald was standing along 
the coast of Spain, on her way to the squadrons off 
Ferrol, she discovered a large French schooner, coming 
out of Vivero. All sail was immediately made in chase ; 
the schooner, on discovering the frigate, put about and 
returned to Viverd, and ran on shore at high-water, 
under the protection of two batteries. Captain Mail- 
land immediately hoisted out his boats, and sent them 
to take the batteries and destroy the schooner, under 
the orders of the first lieutenant (Burton), with the 
assistance of fhe marine officers ; the marines of the 
frigate, and a party of seaman volunteers. They 
.landed and look possession of two batteries, the one 
kavmg eight 18~pounclers, the other seven 9-pound* 
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ers, without any loss; they spiked the guns a tit! 
went on (o the schooner, which was about two or three* 
miles off ; one of their boats had gone on to take pos- 
session of the vessel, which they did without any dif- 
ficulty, the Frenchmen having left her; and another 
boat, with a part)* of men under the command of 
Lieutenant Smith, took possession of a tort on the other 
aide, that was firing on them, so that they had com- 
plete possession of three forts and the schooner, with 
only one or two men wounded. On the first lieutenant 
getting to the vessel lie found her fast on shore ; but 
supposing the tide to be flowing (in which he was un* 
fortunately mistaken), he sent one boat to the frigate 
for an anchor and hawser, hoping as the tide flowed 
to be able to haul her off. Thii gave time for the 
inhabitants, assisted by the crew of the vessel, to col- 
lect in great numbers ; and night coming on, they 
attacked the schooner most furiously, under cover of 
the bushes and rocks, and from the heights much 
above the schooner, which gave them every advantage. 
Our gallant fellows thought it best to stay by the 
schooner (for had they landed, they would have been 
overpowered by numbers), and wait for the tide float- 
ing the vessel off. It would have been well if they 
had destroyed the schooner at once, and returned to 
their ship ; but an over-anxiety to get her out caused 
the loss of some brave men. Nine fell on board, and 
fifteen were wounded, all by musketry, from fellows 
they could not see 5 when finding no hopes of getting 
the vessel off, they set her on fire and returned to their 
ship. The lieutenant who commanded the party, with 
the two officers of marines, were among the wounded* 
The poor fellows who were killed found a grave ift 


Digitized by 


#• . 

Google " ' 



OH, REGISTER OP NAVAL ACTIONS 265 

the ashes of the schooner, which blew up soon after 
our people left her ; and thus ended a most gallant, but 
unfortunate expedition. 

The schooner proved to be a uational vessel, mount* 
ing fourteen carronades, from the East Indies bound to 
to Bourdeaux. She had been at Vivero since December, 
and when the frigate saw her, was intending to finish 
her voyage. She had on board several things of value, 
and some cash. Before she was set on fire, our people 
had leave to plunder, and some of them got cash and 
articles to a large amount. The next day the gun- 
boats came out to attack the frigate, but wfere com- 
pletely put to the rout j several of the shot struck the 
Emerald, but did no material damage, 

J 'he month of September, a small expedition, 
supported u j • e Halcyon and Weasel sloops, succeed! 
ed in cutting out an Italian flotilla of thirty-eight sail, 
of which four were large gun-boats, from Diamante 
Harbour, where they had long been blockaded. The 
town of Diamante, which covered the vessels ranged 
on the right and left of it, stands on a peninsula nearly 
inaccessible on three sides, the fourth is. protected by 
difficult inclosures, and there is besides a buildinv of 
considerable strength commanding the whole. Two 
hundred and fifty men of the regiment of Malta, under 
Major Hammill, and one hundred of the 58th regiment, 
under Captain O’Brien, were landed at day-break, 
September 8, about half a mile northward of the town 
accompanied by Captain Campbell of the Royal Ar- 
tillery. The enemy, who consisted of about four 
hundred men of the civic guard, with a proportion of 
French troops, were gradually forced back through the 
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underwood upon the town, which, however, they did 
not attempt to defend, but took to the mountains; and 
we Vvere enabled to turn their batteries, of four heavy 
guns, on the beach to the southward of the town, with- 
out sustaining any loss;' when the whole of their 
vessels, ordnance, &c. fell into our hands. 

Soon after the accomplishment of the above service, 
a very gallant exploit was performed, by a small de- 
tachment from one of our cruisers in the Mediterranean. 
An Italian brig of war being chased under a battery ; 
a party of royal marines, which consisted of two lieu- 
teriants and forty-five rank and file, were landed ; these 
brave.fellows immediately ascended the heights, when 
upon approaching the battery, the French officer who 
commanded, confident of his strength (having upwards 
of seventy men of the favourite French regiment, the 
3d Legere), marched out with a field piece to attack 

them. The lieutenant, without firing a musket, ordered 
his men to charge, which was executed so firmly, that 
although the French maintained their ground for some' 
time with great courage, they at last gave way, leav- 
ing the field-piece behind ; and our men, by a masterly 
manoeuvre, having placed themselves between them 
• 2 nd their battery, of which they got possession, opened 
r heavy fire upon the brig, which, upon the approach 
of our frigate, hauled down her colours. The whole 

then, after' spiking the guns and blowing up the maga- 
zines, re-embarked. Our loss on this service, which 
was the admiration of all w ho witnesse d it, w'as the 
second lieutenant of marines badly wounded in th« 
arm, one serjeant and seven privates killed, and five 
badly wounded. 
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II is not, however, ia the King’s service alone, that 
out Brave tars are in the habit of signalising themselves. 
The merchant' service yearly, and monthly, and almost 
daily, affords brilliant instances of nautical skill and in- 
trepidity ; qualities which are strikingly conspicuous in 
the following short account of an engagement, which 
took place between the Catherine, Captain Fenn, bound 
from London to Malta, and a French privateer, in 
which Captain Fenn was badly wounded. The Ca- 
therine had left Gibraltar on the 8lh of September. 

u On the 13th,” says a gentleman who was on board 
at that time, ** a sail hove in sight on the larboard- bow 
on a 'wind, standing for uf. We hoisted ensign and 
pendant, and fired a gun ; she showed St. George’s 
flag and pendant, and stood on until she got into our 
wake, then bore up directly for us. We prepared 
every thing for action, being suspicious of her; and 
a3 soon as it was possible to be understood, by Captain 
Fenn’s order, I hailed, and asked from whence she 
came } She answered, from Gibraltar, and was in distress 
for water. I ordered her to haul her wind immediately, 
or we should fire into her. She still cried out, u Wa- 
ter! water !” and came on, when I immediately point- 
ed one of the stern guns, and ordered fire. I then 
jumped to the opposite gurr, pointed it, and ordered 
fire: This order was countermanded, in consequence 
of her crying, “ Mercy !” and " Water!” but as soon 
as the smoke of the first gun cleared away/Captain 
Fenn saw with his glass that they were getting ready 
to 'change their colours, and were pointing their bow 
guns. He called out, •* It is a Frenchman, fire away !” 
fie no sooner spoke, than he got the contents of the 
second; but before our guns could be fired again, he 
z 2 
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grappled, and commenced a heavy fire with grape and 
musketry. I immediately seized a musket and shot 
the Captain, who was going to give orders through his 
trumpet. I sung out, “I have shot the captain!— 
Victory, my boys !” and we gave him three cheers 
to advance. They returned the same and came on 
'bravely ; when poor Fenn with his boarding-pike in 
his hand, was shot through the body. He addressed 
himself to me — f< I am shot ; but fight on, my dear 
fellow.” I encouraged my men, and soon repelled the 
boarders with very great slaughter. 

*' In about half an hour, like savages, they sang out, 
and came on again ; but were again repulsed with qon- 
. siderable loss. This caused such great confusion arpong 
them, that they got their grapplings unhooked, and 
took a broad-sheer off; which I improved immediately, 
by sheering likewise, and got two of the great guns 
, into him before he could get to again. This, no doubt, 
, damped their courage; but they again boarded with 
three cheers, and several succeeded in getting over out 
nettings into the poops but our men, likeheroes, made 
a bold pu4i, and either killed or wounded every man 
„ who made his appearance, and those poor devils who 
( had the impudence to come on the pqop were all shoved 
oyerboard, with the pikes fast in their bodies. This 
was the sickening job ; for they made a terrible noise, 
,end got their grapplings unhooked ; when I ordered the 
( tr>an at the wheel to luff the ship to give a broadside. 

. Unfortunately the ship was unmanageable, her sails 
v and running rigging flying in all directions; but, as a 
substitute, we gave them the slefn-chasers, entirely 
loaded with grape, as long as it could be of service. 
I then gave all the funds a good gla$s of grog, and 
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Hke smart fellows (hey soon got (he vessel on her 
course again. This being done, I ran to the captain, 
and dressed his wounds ; he was then apparently dying* . 
but through a miracle we have preserved- his life. He 
is in a tolerably fair way, and on shore, under the 
doctor's charge. 

,g The privateer yras a fine Jatine-rigged vessel, 
carrying two large sails, and her decks as full of men as - 
possible; we judge from seventy to eighty. We must 
have killed a great number, as a great quantity of 
blood rose on the water. It appeared to me a miracle 
that none of our men were killed, as the grape 
and musket-balls came in like hail. We had only 
two men slightly wounded, one of whom was at the 
wheel.” 

/ 

In the month of July, while cruizing ,off Catalonia, . 
the gallant Lord Cochrane formed the resolution of 
rescuing the castle of MongaJ, which commands an 
important post between Barcelona and Gerona, from 
the hands of the French, by whom it had been seized. 
Accordingly on the 31st of July, he attacked and car- 
ried that fortress, which, as soon as the military stores 
it contained had. been delivered over to the patriots, he 
destroyed. x 

Lord Cochrane next proceeded off the coast of Lan- 
guedoc, where, in September, he blew up, and to- 
tally destroyed the newly constructed semaphored tele- 
graphs at Eourdique, la Pinocle, St. Maguire, Frontig- 
nan, Canet, and Foy, . together with the houses at- 
tached, fourteen barracks of the gens-d'armes, a bat- » 
tery, and the strong tower upon the lake of Frontig- a - 

z3 
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nan. The telegraphs here mentioned were considered 
as of the utmost importance to the safety of the convoys 
Accustomed to pass along the coast of France ; as, by 
their signals, they constantly apprised them of the 
approach of any English cruiser’ that might appear. 
Alluding to this service, the commander in Chief, 
in his official letter, says : — u Nothing can exceed 
the activity and zeal With which his lordship pursues 
the enemy. The success which attends his enterprise* 
clearly indicates with what skill and ability they are 
conducted, besides keeping the coast in constant alarm, 
causing a total suspension of trade, and harrying a 
body of troops employed in opposing him, he has pro- 
bably, prevented those troops which were intended for 
Figueras, from advancing into Spain, by giving them 
employment in the defence of their coast.” It appears, 
indeed, from Lord Cochrane’s statement, that the com- 
paratively insignificant force which he landed upon 
this occasion, drew about 2,000 troops from The for- 
tress of Figueras to the defence of the French coast. 

The naval losses of 1808, though sufficiently -dis- 
tressing, wer,e less numerous than in many preceding 
years. — On the 19th of January, his Majesty's brig 
Flora, struck upou Schelling-reef, on the coast of 
Friesland, and was totally lost. By means of rafts, 
however, the crew were^Jortunately saved. 

The Agatha, Capt^SSBtrp', of Lubeck, sailed from 
Lisbon for Carlscrona, on the 3d of April with Lord 
Royston (son of the Earl of Hardwicke) and about 
eighteen other passengers on board. Four days after- 
wards the Agatha was stranded on what is called the 
Sudcr Hacken, near Memel ; 'by£ which distressing 
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event. Lord Royston, Colonel Pollen, and eleven other 

persons lost their lives. 

The Astrea frigate. Captain Haywood, which sailed 
from Jamaica about the middle of May, was stranded 
on a reef off tbe island of Anagada, which she had 
mistaken for Porto Rico, on -the 23d of that month. By 
the bursting of a gun, fired as- a signal of distress, two 
of the crew were killed, and two more were lost in the 
. surf, in endeavouring to reach the shore on a raft. 

Amongst the domestic naval occurrences of the year, 
may be first mentioned, a Proclamation of the l£th of 
June, revoking the former Pwclamations relating to 
the distribution of Prizes, and appointing a new dis- 
tribution of them, in different proportions. 

The old regulations had long been the subject of re- 
gret and chagrin, amongst subordinate officers and pri- 
vates ; a circumstance which w ill not much be wondered 
at, when we mention, that, of the Buenos Ayres prize- 
** money, the privates received only one shilling and six- 
pence each ! 

For a number* of yeartf past, the division of prize- 
money had been, to the commanders in chief, three- 
. eighths 5 but, in consequence of the Board of Admi- 
ralty having recommended to the Privy Council a 
reduction of this proportion, it was determined to 
reduce the share of the Commanders in Chief to two- 
eighths; the other eighth to be divided amongst the 
officers and men, in addition to their former shares. 

The launch of the Caledonia, understood to be the 
largest and finest ship ever built, took place at Ply- 
mouth on the 25th of June. Her plar^ was designed 
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by Sir William Rule, one of the^surveyors of Ihe navy* 
and she was laid down in Ihe year 1790. Her dimen- 


sions are as follows 

~ . ft. inch. 

Length of the gun-deck.. ....... 205 0 

Extreme breadth .... 53 6 

Depth in the hold..... ......... 28 2 


•Burthen (more than) 2605 tons. 

On the lower or gun-deck, she has seventeen porta 
on each side; middle-deck, -eighteen ; upper-deck, 
seventeen; quarter-deck, eight; and. forecastle, two. 
She will mount 120 guns, from eighteen to thirty-two 
pounders, besides "tarrimades. Her stern is elegantly 
neat and light, without that profusion of carved work 
which formerly decorated ships of her class, having 
only the unicorn supporting the arms of Scotland. Her 
hea^d is a bust of a female figure, emblematic of her 
name, with the plaid, bonnet, and thistle, “ of the 
Saxon green;” and bagpipes, the favourite musical in- 
strument of Caledonia, on each side, carved by Mr. 
Dickerson, in a manner that does great credit to his 
taste and judgment. Her main-maft is 1 \j) feet in 
length and 39 inches in diameter ; the weight of her 
anchors is ninety-three hundred and two quarters. 

Lord Gambier, soon after the launch of the Caledo- 
nia, hoisted his flag in her, as Commander in Chief of 
^ the Channel fleet. 

The state of the British navy, on the 3 1st of Decem- 
ber, .1808, was as follows Ships of the line in com- 
mission, 149; fifties, forty-fours, &c. 21 ; frigates, 184; 
sloops, 186; gun-brigs, 294 ; total, 834 ; including, 
those building, i epaiciag, &c. 1120. 
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1809 . 


Escape of the Brest fleet — Determination to attack the French 
fleet, in A ix Roads — Successful accomplishment of that enter- 
prize — Gallantry of Lord Cochrane — Trial of Admiral Harvey 
—Trial of Lord Gambier— War between France and Austria — 
Consequent expedition to the Scheldt — Capture of Flushing- 
Return of the Expedition — Descent*en the Coast of Italy— Em- 
barkation of the British army, at Corunna— Surrender of Vigo, 
and of Santiago— Abdication of the King of Sweden — Reduc- 
tion of the Island of Anbolt — Destruction of a, Russian Flotilla 
— Seizure of Cuxhaven — Capture of Cayenne— Reduction of 
Senegal — Surrender *of Martinique— Reduction of the Saints— 
Conduct of America— Action between the Amethyst and 
Xieraen — Capture of La Furieuse — Minor actions— Domestic 
concerns— State of the Navy. 

The escape of the Brest fleet, early in 1809, led to 
a most important result. It was on the morning of the 
24th of February, that this fleet, consisting of eight sail 
of the line, appeared off Rochefort, in a 'widely ex- 
tended semi-circle. Their first object, there is no 
doubt, was to capture the squadron of ihree sail of 
ihe line under Captain Beresford, which had been at 
anchor in Basque Roads. But Captain Beresford had 
fortunately learnt, the preceding day, that the French 
Admiral had struck his flag, and gone to 1/Orient to 
bring out the squadron lying there, in order to join in 
the attack upon the British squadron off Rochefort. 
Jn consequence of this information. Captain Beresford 
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got under weigh, and stood off, and very soon after he 
observed the entrance into the bay of the French sqa* 
dron. Here the enemy was joined by three sail of the 
line lying in Rochfort, which exclusively of smaller ves- 
sels, make his force consist of eleven sail of the line. 

Due information of these circumstances having been 
transmitted to the Admiralty, and to the Commander- 
in-ChicT of the Channel Fleet, the latter (Admiral Lord 
Gambier) in the Caledonia, of 120 guns, arrived off 
Rochefort, and took the command of the blockading 
squadron, on the 8th of March. Thus, the escape of 
the enemy from Brest was rendered unavailable ; a cir- 
cumstance of itself exceedingly important, as it was 
afterwards ascertained, that this squadron was to have 
gone to Ferro!, where it would have gained a great 
additional naval strength: from thence proceeding to 
Toulon, it was to receive on board 4-0,000 troops, in- 
tended to take possession of Cadiz and the fleet ; and- 
after that they were to proceed to the West Indies, to 
succour Guadaloupe and Martinique ; for which service, 
one of the seventy- four's was laden with six hundred 
thousand pounds worth of the stores and ammunition* 
Something more effective, however, than the mere 
blockading of this squadron was thought advisable; and, 
after much consideration, its destruction, by means of 
fire-vessels, having been suggested by Lord Cochrane, 
the principal conduct of an enterprise, for that purpose, 
was entrusted to his Lordship ; the result of which was, 
that, on the 1 2th of April, the Anniversary of Rodney's 
glorious victory in the West Indies, the Ville de Var- 
sovie, of 80 guns, the Tonnerrc, of 74, the Aquilon, of 
74, and the Calcutta, of 56, besides smaller vessels, 
were completely destroyed; with a loss, on our part, ©f 


Digitized by Google 



OR, REGISTER OP NAVAL ACTIONS. 275 

only two officers and eight men killed ; nine officers 
and twenly-six men wounded, and one man missing. — 
“ The fire-vessels, says Lord Gambier, in his official 
letter to the Admiralty, ** placed under the direction of 
Captain the Right Honorable Lord Cochrane, proceeded 
to the attack under a favourable strong wind from the 
northward, and Hood tide, preceded by some vessels 
filled with powder and shells. — On their approach 
to the enemy's ships, it was discovered that a boom 
was placed in front of their line for a defence. This, 
however, the weight of the Mediator soon broke, and 
the usual intrepidity and bravery of British seamen 
overcame all difficulties, advancing under a heavy fire 
from the forts in the Isle of Aix, as well as from the 
enemy's ships, most of which cut or slipt their cables/and 
from the confined anchorage, got on shore, qnd thus 
avoided taking fire. At day light the following morn- 
ing, Lord Cochrane communicated to me by telegraph, 
that seven of the enemy's ships were on shore, and 
might be destroyed. I immediately made the signal for 
the fleet to unmoor and weigh. — At twenty minutes 
past two, P. M. Lord Cochrane advanced in the Impe- 
rieuse with his accustomed gallantry and spirit, and 
opened a well directed fire upon the Calcutta, which 
struck her colours to the Imperieuse; and the other ships 
and vessels soon after joined in the attack upon the Ville 
de Varsovie, and Aquilon, and obliged them, before five 
o'clock, after sustaining a heavy cannonade, to strike 
their colours. As soon as the prisoners were removed 
they were set on fire, as was also the Tonnerre, a short 
time after by the enemy. — I afterwards detached Rear 
Admiral Hon.R. Stopford, to conduct the further opera- 
tions of the night against any of the ships which lay ex- 
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posed to an attack. On the morning of the 13 th, he 
reported to me that as the Caesar and the other line of 
battle ships had grounded and were in a dangerous situ- 
ation, he thought it advisable to order them all out, as 
the remaining part of the service^ cotfld be performed 
by frigates and smaller vessels only/* 

From the importance of this exploit, it is necessary to 
enter into Some farther details ; and first we shall pre- 
sent the reader with the following interesting extract 
from Lord Gambler's more extended account of the pro- 
ceedings, addressed to the Admiralty 

" Their lordships are aware that soon after I had 
taken the anchorage of Basque Roads, I staled to them 
the strong position of the enemy's fleet in Aix Roads ; 
that their ships were moored in two compact lines, and 
the most distant ship of each line within point-blank 
range of the battefries of Isle D'Aix, explaining, at the 
same time, that they were under the necessity of moor- 
ing in such close order, not for the purpose of opposing 
a more formidable front, but to avoid the shoals close 
around the anchorage; and their lordships will also re- 
member, that I then pointed out the impracticability of 
destroying them by an attack with the ships of the line 
in the position they occupied; but that I conceived them 
to be USsail&ble by fire-Ships, having previously suggested 
to Lord Mufgrave the expediency of sendingout twenty 
or thirty vesseh for that purpose. 

" The suggestion was anticipated by their lordships, 
and they were pleased to drder twelve sail of fire-ships 
to join roe, and to direct me to fit out eight others on the 
spot. Upon the arrival of Captain Lord Cochrane, 
whom their lordships had ordered me to employ in con- 
- ducting the execution of the service to be performed by 
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the fire-ships, I was induced, at his suggestion, to add 
the Mediator to the number. 

“ The preparations were completed on the t lth ulft 
at night, and haring previously called on board the 
Caledonia, the commanders and lieutenants who bad 
volunteered their services, and who had been appointed 
by me to command fire-vessels, I furnished them with 
full instructions for their proceedings in the attack, ac- 
cording to Lord Cochrane's plan, and arranged the dis- 
position of the frigates and small vessels to co-operate in 
the follow ing manner : -*• 

" The Unicorn, Aigle, and Pallas, f directed (o take 
a station near the Boyart shoal, for the purpose of re- 
ceiving the crews of the fire-ships on their return from 
the enterprise, to support the boats of the fleet which 
were to accompany the fire-ships, and to give assistance 
to the Impeneuse> which ship was still further advanced. 
The Whiting schooner. King George, and Nimrod cutl 
-*ers, were fitted for throwing rockets, and directed to 
take a station near the same shoal for that purpose. 

“ The Indefatigable, Foxhound, and Etna bombs, 
■were to take a station as near the fort on the Isle ofAix 
as possible ; (he two former to protect the bomb-vessel, 
■whilst 6he threw shells into the fort. 

" The Emerald, Dotterel, and Beagle sloops, and 
Growler, Conflict, and Insolent gun-brigs, were sta- 
tioned to make a diversion at the east end of thelsle ofAix. 

*• The Redpole and Lyra, I directed to be anchored 
by the master of the fleet (one near the Isle ofAix an| 
the other near the Boyart), with lights hoisted to gW 9 
the fire-ships in Iheir course to the attack } and the boat* 
of the fleet were ordered to assemble alongside the 
Caesar, to p.oceed tp assist the fire-ships, under (has*. 

perintendance of Rear Admiral Stopford. ■ 

roi. vi. $ A 
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“ With these fire-concerted movements the fleet was 
at this time unmoored, in readiness to render any service 
that might be practicable ; but being anchored in a 
strong tide- way, with the wind fresh from the N.W. upon 
the weather tide making, it was again moored, to pre- 
vent the ships falling on board each other. 

“ At about half past eight P. M. the explosion ves- 
sels and fire-ships proceeded to the attack; at half 
past nine, the first explosipn vessel blew up; and 
at ten, most of the fire-ships were observed to be on fire; 
the enemy's forts and ships firing upon them. Many of 
their fire-ships were seen to drive through their fleet, and 
beyond the Isle of Aix. 

Shortly after day-light, Lord Cochrane, who, in the 
Imperieuse, la^ about three miles from the enemy, made 
the signal to me, by telegraph, that seven of the enemy's 
ships were on shore and that half the fleet could destroy 
them* It was visible from the Caledonia what ships 
were aground, and that two or three had made their es- 
cape up the£harente. I immediately ordered the fleet 
to be unmoored, and at half past nine weighed and ran 
up nearer to the Isle of Aix, with a view, when the time 
of the tide should render it advisable, to destroy any of 
them at that time in so perilous a situation. The fleet was 
therefore anchored. I made the signal for each ship to 
prepare, with spare or sheet cables out of the stern ports, 
and springs on them, to be in readiness for any of them 
to go in, that I might judge necessary; in the mean- 
while, I ordered three additional fire-ships to be pre- 
pared. 

“ Observing the Imperieuse to advance, and the tiir^> 
of flood nearly done running, the Indefatigable, Aigle, 
Emerald, Pallas, Beagle, Etna, and gun-brigs, were or- 
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deredon’the attack; at twenty minutes past two P, M. 
the former opened her fire upon the enemy’s ships a- 
ground, and the others as soon after as they arrived. 

1 then ordered the Valiient and Revenge to support 
them, and they soon joined in the action. 

“ The enemy’s ship Calcutta struck her colours at 
ten minutes after four P, M. and the Villede Varsovieand 
Aquillon, in about an hour afterwards; all three were 
taken possession of by boats of the advanced squadron, 
and set on fire as soon as the prisoners were removed ; 
a short time after, Le Tonnerre was set on fire by the 
enemy. 

Perceiving towards the close of the day, that there 
were some of the enemy’s grounded ships lying further 
up towards the Charante, w hich appeared to be exposed 
to further attacks, 1 sent in the three additional fire- 
ships, and all the boats of the fleet, w ith Mr. Congreve’s 
rockets, accompanied by the Caesar and Theseus, under 
the direction of Rear Admiral Slopford, with discre- 
tional orders for his acting as lie should think fit, and 
according as circumstances should render it expedient. 

” On the following day (the 13th) the Rear Admiral, 
perceiving that nothing further could be effected by the 
Jine of battle ships, which had grounded, as had also 
some of the frigates, and how imminent the danger was 
in which they lay, and being satisfied that the remaining 
part of the service could be performed only by frigates 
and smaller vessels, he most wisely look advantage of a 
providential shift of wind, and returned with the line of 
battle ships, to Basque Roads. Captain Bligh on his re- 
turn, reported to me, that it was found impracticable 
to destroy the enemy’s three decked ship, and others 
2 a 2 
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which were lying at the entrance of the Charenle, as (he 
former (which was the outer one) was protected by 
three lines of'boats, placed in advance from her. 

'‘During the remainder of the 13ib, the Etna was 
employed in throwing shells, the Whiting schooner in 
firing rockets, and the other small vessels in firing upon 
the enemy's ships on shore, when the tide permitted. 

'* On the 14th at day light, I observed three or four 
of the enemy's ships still apparently aground, at the 
mouth of the river. I ordered* Captain Wolfe, of the 
Aigle; to relieve Lord Cochrane, in the Imperieuse, in 
command of the small vessels advanced, and to use his 
utmost endeavours to destroy any of the enemy's ships 
which were assailable. At fifty minutes after two the 
Etna bomb and small vessels in shore, began their fire 
upon the enemy's ships at the entrance of the Charente, 
and continued to do so during the remainder of the day. 

" On the 15th, in the morning, (the day on which I 
dispatched Sir H. Neale, to their lordships, in the Im- 
perjeuse), three of the enemy's line of battle ships were 
observed to be still a ground, under Touras, and one of 
them in a dangerous situation, one of their frigates (1'In- 
dienne) also on shore, had fallen over, and the enemy 
were dismantling her. 

0€ It blew very strong from the westward on the whole 
of the 15th and 16th, so that no attempt could be made 
to annoy and harrass the enemy ; on the latter day their 
frigate, which was on shore, was discovered to be on 
lire, and blew up soon after. 

"All the remainder of the enemy's ships got up the 
river by the 17th, except one, (a two decker) which re- 
mained aground under the town of Touras: in the af- 
ternoon of this day it was observed, that another of the 
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enemy's frigates had got on shore up the river and was 
wrecked, which was afterwards confirmed by the master 
of a neutral vessel from Rochelle. 

M On the 1 9th it blew loo violent for any of the small 
vessels to act against the enemy; but, on the 20th, the 
Thunder bomb having arrived, and the weather having 
become more moderate, I sent her to assist the Etna in 
bombarding the enemy's ship, on shore near Touras. 
The Etna had split her 1 3-inch mortar on the 15th, con- 
sequently had only her 10-inch effective ; and the Thun- 
der's 15-inch was also rendered unserviceable, this day, 
from the same cause. 

** The following day I » went in my boat into the 
Roads, on board the Aigle and Pallas, to reconnoitre 
the enemy's ship abovemenlioned, and ascertain what 
further operations could be carried on for her destruction. 
That evening, and the succeeding days, the wind was 
too violent and unfavourable. 

u On the 23d I gave directions to Captain Wolfe to 
put two of the Aigle's 18-pound long guns into each of 
the four gun-brigs, and use every means in his power, to 
drive the enemy out of the ship near Touras, and at- 
tempt to set her on fire; the whole of the 24th was em- 
ployed in this attempt the 10-inch mortars throwing 
their shells occasionally, but without success ; and, as 
Captain Wolfe reported to me, that this attack made 
very little impression upon the enemy, and that the ships 
and vessels which were advanced above the Boyart 
Shoal, in order to carry on these operations, were in a 
station much exposed to attack from the enemy's gun- 
boats, &c. I considered any further attempt would be 
fruitless, and therefore withdrew them from their ad- 
vanced position* 

2 a 3 
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“,The enemy's ships continued aground near Touras 
untjl the night of the 28lh, when, having lightened her 
considerably, and applied great exertion to get her 
afloat, the spring tides having set in, they succeeded 
in their attempt, and got her up the river. 

“ Their Lordships will perceive, from the foregoing 
statement, as well as from their knowledge of the local 
situation of the scene of action, that I was obliged to 
have a second object in view, for besides the destruc- 
tion of the enemy's ships, the greatest care was re- 
quired that His Majesty's fleet should not be sacrificed ; 
the state of the tides and wind was most materially to 
be attended to, and, without reference ta the chart of 
the anchorage, nothing can better exemplify the limited 
space and danger of the navigation, than the circum- 
stance of one of I he enemy's line-of-battle ships having, 
on their fleet entering the Roads in February last, run 
on shore on the shoal of the Pallas, and being there 
totally wrecked.” 

The galiant ry of Lord Cochrane, upon this occasion 
exceeded all praise. His lordship, who, as has been 
already seen, personally conducted the explosion ship, 
caused abom 1,500 barrels of gunpowder to be started 
into puncheons, which were placed end upwards r 
upon the tops of these were placed bet weep three and 
four hundred shells, charged with fusees ; and again, 
among and upon these were between two and three 
thousand hand-granades. The puncheons were fastened 
to each other by cables wound round them, and jammed 
together with wedges; and moistened sand wae ram- 
med down "between these casks, so as to render the 
whole, from stem to stern, as solid as possible* that the 
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resistance might render the explosion the more vio- 
lent. 

In this immense instrument of destruction. Lord 
Cochrane committed himself, with only one lieutenant 
and four seamen ; and after the boom was broken, his 
lordship proceeded with this explosion ^hip towards the 
enemy's line. 

Let it be recollected, that at this moment the bat- 
teries on shore were provided with furnaces to fire red 
hot shot, and then his lordship's danger in this enter- 
prise may be properly conceived. 

The wind blew a gale, and the tide ran three knots 
an hour. When the blue lights of the fire-ships were 
discovered, one of the enemy’s signal-ships made the sig- 
nal for fire-ships ; which being also a blue light, the 
enemy fell into great confusion, firing upon her with 
very injurious effect, and directly cut their cables. 

When Lord Cochrane had conducted his explosion 
ship as near as was possible, the enemy having taken 
the alarm, he ordered his brave little crew into the boat, 
and followed them, after putting fire to the fusee, which 
was culculated to give them fifteen minutes to get out 
of the reach of the explosion. However, in conse- 
quence of the wind getting very high, the fusee burnt 
too quickly; so that with the most violent exertion 
against wind and tide, this intrepid little party were 
six minutes nearer than they calculated to be, at the 
time when the most tremendous explosion that human 
art ever contrived took place, followed by the bursting 
at once in the air, of near 400 shells, and 3000 hand- 
granades, pouring down a shower of cast metal in every, 
direction ! But fortunately our second Nelson was 
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spared; the boat having reached, by unparalleled ex- 
ertion only just beyond the extent of destruction. 
Unhappily this effort to escape cost the life of the brave 
lieutenant, whom this noble captain saw die in the 
boat, partly under fatigue, and partly drowned with the 
waves, that continually broke over them. Two of the four 
sailors were also so nearly exhausted, that their recovery 
was despaired of. Such were the perils our hero en- 
countered. When they reached their ship, the Impe- 
rieuse, it is known that Lord Cochrane was first to go 
down to the attack, and was for more than an hour the 
only English man of war in the harbour. His attack and 
capture of the Calcutta, which had one-third more guns 
than the Imperieuse, has been properly spoken of. 

The repetition of his explosions was so dreaded by 
the enemy, that they apprehended an equal explosion 
in every fire-ship; and immediately' crowding all sail, 
ran before wind and tide so fast, that the fire-ships, 
though at first very near, could not overtake them, be- 
fore they were high and dry on shore ; except three 
seventy-four's besides the Calcutta, which, were after- 
wards engaged, taken, and burnt. Seven went on 
shore, of which two tin ee deckers, afterwards got off, be* 
fore our shift of the line got in, and they went up the river. 
Two of the remaining five were on their beam-ends 
before Lord Cochrane -came away ; and it was his 
lordship’s opinion, that with proper exertion they might 
be completely destroyed. 

And here we think ourselves bound to pay to this - 
most noble and gallant commander, the tribute that is 
also due to his benevolence, not exceeded even by his 
bravery ; for it is the characteristic of true courage and 

t 


Digitized by Google 



fcn, RlOlSTER OT NAVAL ACTIONS. 2$5 

greatness of mind, hen in the midst of the most im> 
ininent danger, to save and succour those, whom supe- 
rior valour has placed upon the verge of destruction. 

Our hero soon turned his attention to rescue the 
vanquished from the devouring elements ; and in bring- 
ing away the people of the Villc de V arsovie, he would 
not allow even a dog to be abandoned, but took a cry- 
ing, and now neglected little favourite up into his arms 
and brought it away. It may be supposed that he has 
conveyed this fortunate little trophy into the bosom of 
his family, where it ought to be. ever cherished as an 
instance of his ^generous care. But a still greater in- 
stance of goodness was displayed in his humanity to a 
captain of a French 74, who came to deliver his sword 
to Lord Cochrane; lamenting that all he had in the 
world was about to be destroyed by the conflagration 
of his ship. His lordship instantly got into the boat 
with him, and pushed off, to assist his prisoner in re- 
trieving some valuable loss ; but, in passing by a 74, 
which was on fire, her loaded guns began to go off ; 
a shot from which killed the French captain by Lord 
Cochrane’s side, and so damaged the boat that she 
filled with water, and the rest of the party were nearly 
drowned. 

The following is the state of the French fleet, or 
rather of its remains, as described by one of our naval 
officers, who left Rochefort on the 24th of April : — 

“ L’Ocean, of 120 guns, Vice-Admiral Alemand, 
Captain Rowland ; on shore as late as the 24th of April, 
unrigged, lightened and shored up by the lower yards, 
and no probable chance of getting off, having laid 
there two spring-tides. 
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“ Foudroyant,. of 84 guns, Rear-Admiral Yourderr, 
Captain Henri; in the same state on the 24th. 

« Caesar, of 84 guns Commodore Fure; gone 
up the river towards Rochefort, much damaged by 
grounding. 

“ Tourville, of 7 4 guns, Captain Le Caillie ; gone 
up the river, and damaged. 

“ Aquilon, of 74 guns. Captain Man) on, (died of 
his wounds) struck to the Revenge and frigates, on 
the 12 of April, and burnt by the English. 

“ Tonnerre, of 84 guns. Captain Clement de la 
Roussiere ; burnt by the enemy, with the French co- 
lours flying. 

*' Ville de Varsovie, of 84 guns. Captain Crevillier, 
struck to the Revenge and frigates, and burnt by 
them. 

u Jamappe, of 74 guns. Captain Favaur; gone up 
the river much damaged, having been on shore. 

“ Jean Bart, of 80 gun?, Captain Bosce (ordered 
by Buonaparte to be shot); wrecked on the 26th of 
February on Lespalles Shoal while reconnoitering the 
English fleet. 

u Calcutta (formerly English), of 50 guns. Cap- 
tain Lefence ; struck to the Imperieuse, and burnt by 
her. 

** Regulus, of 84 guns, Captain Lucas, and Patriot, 
of 74 guns, Captain Mahe, were both on shore; one 
as late as the 24th, having been there two spring-tides ; 
the other supposed to have gone to pieces in a westerly 
gale, or got oflf and went up the river in the night. 

ft Indienne frigate. Captain Protoare, burnt by the 
enemy the 1 6th of April. 

" Elbe, ditto, Captain Beranger ; Pallas, ditto, Cap 
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•lain Le* Bigot ; and Hortense, ditto,' Captain, Allgand; 
escaped up the river on the tiight our fire-ships bore 
down on the enemy." ' 

Rather for the amusement than information of the reader, 
we shall now present him with the French account qf 
this affair. — The Moniteur of the 23d of April, contains 
the following " Report to the Minister of the Marine, hj 
Admiral Alemandf dated " on board the Ocean, 12th 
of April, Aix Roads.” 

" By my last of the 9th, I had the honour to men- 
tion that the enemy's force anchored in Basque Roads, 
consisted of eleven of the line, six frigates, eleven 
brigs, and thirty-two transports. On the 10th thfere 
appeared also sixteen ships, which appeared to be 
transports or fire-ships. 1 struck top-masts on thel llh, 
when the wind was N. W. The frigates neared thfc 
Isle— the fleet of his Majesty lay in two lines, in order 
that the smallest possible front might be printed to 
the fire-ships. They were flanked by a raft 800 toisfcs 
long. Abofft sun-set it still blew hard, and I gave to 
each captain the liberty lo act according to circum- 
stances. 

u About half-past eight o’clock four English ships 
came to anchor to the westward of the head-line— they 
had fire signals, and appeared to be intended for bea- 
cons to the fire-ships. 

" About nine o’clock a great explosion tobk place 
close to the fleet, which was followed by two more. 
A brig on fire was sent against part of the fleet, and 
afterwards a number of other brig* and three-masted 
•hips advanced in full sail in flames, which were by 
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the tide kept off some -time from the fleet, hut at last 
they reached my line. The first ctipe close to the Re- 
gu|us, and fell on board her starboard side# while a 
second, also in flames, run on board the Ocean. I had 
ordered the cables tp be slipt, to avoid complete de* 
struction. soon as the fire-ships came close to the 
fcowsprit, the Ocean slipt her, cable and drove. The 
fire-ships followed in succession, and came in full sail 
against the whole of our line, and particularly against 
the Ocean. It was all over with his Majesty’s ship ; 
the flames spread rapidly over her. (The Admiral then 
mentions the efforts to get away, which was effected.) 
The enemy had three infernal machines and thirty-three 
fire-ships, and three-masted vessels i M^th tjvo ships of 
the line pnd frigates, directed against our fleet. All 
his Majesty 1 * ships and frigates have been delivered 
from the attack of the fire-ships by slipping their 
cables” „ 

This report ends with complaints of the ships crews j 
a circumstance which proves ' the wretched state of 
French renal discipline. 

“ The Marine Prefect,” observe* the flfonitw, “has 
since given notice, that three ships of the line, and one 
Mvae&mflvte, were stranded ( and could not be {brought 
off, .and were set fire to after the crew* had been landed. 
The enemy were making arrangements for a fresh at- 
tack by the next flood, with bombs -and fireships, buf 
with remarkable tardiness, and (they bad not been 
able to prevent tire squadron from repairing their da- 
anage,” 

Th zMonitcw concludes with a dedlawstion.qpmur ias 
fU0 tfjir$'shipu 
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It is deeply to be regretted, that an enterprise, s6 
glorious and so important, should have been in anp 
respect, the cause of dissension amongst our gallant* 
naval defenders. Unfortunately, however, the appoints 
ment of Lord Cochrane to conduct the service, gave 
rise to a*quarrel between Lord Gambier, (the Com* 
mander in Chief) and Admiral Harvey, which termi- 
nated in the trial and dismissal of the latter ; and, ulti- 
mately, led to the trial of Lord Gambier, himself, at 
the instigation of Lord Cochrane. The nature and 
cause of this quarrel will be fully seen, by the follow- 
ing letter from Lord Gambier, to the Secretary of the 
Admiralty 

** Culloden, Basque Roads ; Jjtril 4, 1 800. 

“ Sir, 

u His Majesty’s ship Impejieuse, arrived at this 
anchorage yesterday, and Lord Cochrane delivered to 
me your letter, signifying their lordships directions to 
me to employ him on the service of attempting to de- 
stroy the enemy's fleet by the means of fire-ships, &c. 
and 1 beg to assure their lordships, that Lord Cochrane 
shall have every assistance, with all the means in mry 
power to give him, for the accomplishment of so de- 
sirable an object. As the fire*ship9 may be expected 
to arrive every moment, l immediately communicated 
to the different ship* (through the medium of the Ad-' 
mirals of the division, to the respective captains) the 
projected* intention of destroying the enemy’s fleet, and 
directed them to furnish me with the names of such 
lieutenants as would volunteer to command the fir*' 
ships, which may not be uftder the direction of at> 
officer, of the rank of Commander; and also, that a 
yol. vi. 2 a 
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certain number of volunteer seamen, sufficient to man 
the fire-vessels (or for any other service) should be kept 
in readiness; at the same time I held out to the officers 
and men (volunteers) encouragement of reward by 
their lordships to such as distinguish themselves on this 
occasion. Upon this Rear-Admiral Harvey came on 
board the Caledonia, and stated a number of officers 
and men on board the Tonnant, that were ready 'volun- 
teers to undertake the service, and that he offered him- 
self to have the direction of executing the service; I 
informed him that their Lordships’ had fixed upon Lord 
Cochrane for the purpose. On which Rear-Admiral 
Harvey declared to me, in the most violent and dis- 
respectful manner, and desired me to consider it as an 
official communication. ‘That if he was passed by, 
and Lord Cochrane, or any other junior officer, ap- 
pointed in preference, he should immediately desire to 
strikehis flag, and resign his commission.’ I informed him 
I should be sorry he should take such a strong measure, 
and that the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 
having fixed on Lord Cochrane, and directed me to 
employ him upon this service, I could not deviate from 
tbeir Lordships’ orders. The Rear-Admiral, upon this, 
continued his vehement and insulting language to me, 
and slated how much he had been neglected for his ' 
former services, both by myself when holding a seat 
at their Lordships’ Board, as well as by others of their 
Lordships’ predecessors there; that he had not been 
rewarded for the eminent services he had performed, 
and after such violent invective, and a continuation of 
insulting gestures and language, under which I beg 
to assure their lordships I preserved my tempor and 
calmness towards him ; he declared that he had dif 
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fered with me in opinion with respect lo my conduct 
in Ihe command of the fleet ; that he could impeach 
me for misconduct and bad management, and con- 
cluded by saying, with the same insulting tone and 
manner, that he wbuld go in the Tonnant, or any old 
rotten 74*, to board the enemy’s three decked ship in 
Aix Roads and bring her out. Here I must observe to 
their lordships, that in a conversation, a few days ago, 

' with Rear-Admiral Harvey, upon (he strong position 
of the enemy’s fleet, he stated it to be his opinion, 
that any ships that entered that anchorage to attack? 
the enemy, could never return from if. I will not 
trouble their lordships with any further detail respect- 
ing the disrespectful conduct of Rear-Admiral Harvey 
towards me, but only say, that I never in my life re- 
ceived so much insult to wound my feelings so sharply, 
as on the present occasion. I must add, however, 
. that I have uniformly shewn the Rear* Admiral that re- 
spect and attention to which his rank entitled him ; 
and I can venture to appeal to all the officers under' 
my command, that the service, since I have been in the 
command of the fleet, has been conducted wjjh the 
greatest harmony, and the best understanding with 
the officers their lordships have done me the honour 
to place under my command, and that I have used all 
the zeal, attention, and diligence in my power, to dis- 
charge my duty with integrity and- uprightness. 

" Under these circumstances, and that a consider- 
ation that the public service may be impeded, I trust 
their lordships will see the necessity of taking the most 
speedy measures of relieving me from the embarrassing 
situation in which I am placed by the officer, second in 
command here, treating me in a manner so contemptuous 
2 b 2 
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and insulting, as to amount even to mutiny. Having stated 
what I have done, I beg you to assure their lordships, 
that I do it only with a view to vindicate my character 
from the unmerited assertions cast upon it by an bfl^cer 
so violently irritated against me as Rear-Admiral Harvey 
appears to be, and this for an act not my own. If their 
lordships should not upon this statement think it neces- 
sary to order a Court Martial to be held upon Rear- 
Admiral Harvey for his conduct, I beg it may be con- 
sidered that I reserve to myself the right of making am 
application for that purpose. 

u I have th6 honour to be. Sir, 

" Your most obedient humble servant, 

“ Gambier.” 

In consequence of the above, and another letter some- 
what similar. Admiral Harvey was brought to a Court 
Martial, on board the Gladiator,, in Portsmouth Har- 
bour, on the 22d of May ; and*, the allegations of Lord 
Gambier having been fully made out, the Court found 
itself under the painful necessity of passing a sentence 
of dismissal on the prisoner. 

At the close of the evidence for the prosecution, the 
Court adjourned till the following day ; when Admiral 
Harvey, whose situation was lamented by almost every 
officer and seaman in the service, submitted the follow- 
ing candid and •modest defence, which was read by 
Mr, Gretham, the Deputy Judge Advocate 

“ Mr. President and Gentlemen, 

I thank the Court for adjourning to this day. The 
interval of time has given you an opportunity of pe- 
rusing the evidence, that has been adduced; and I 
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Crust, of discovering that it falls short of proving (he 
charges that have been exhibited against roe. I should 
however, not be acting a fair and candid part, were \ 
to deny that a conduct, which I cannot justify, has 
been exhibited against roe, and I now offer my roost 
humble apology to the Court for it. For the offence 
Chat I have given the Commander-in-Chief, his lord* 
ship has proved that I have already offered an apology 
that was satisfactory to his feelings. The Court will 
not fail to recollect, that although I have spoken of the 
Commander-in*Chief in terms which I am extremely 
sorry for having used, I did not speak with that pub- 
licity that is stated in the charge against me. I spoke 
only to persons of rank and station in the fleet, on 
whose minds my words could have no injurious effect ; 
what I said, is not found to have been disseminated 
among the inferior orders of the navy. No seaman or 
petty officer has been called, whoever heard any of the 
language complained of. It will also occur to you, 
(hat all the intemperate expressions used by me, are 
proved to have been used about the same time, when 
I was in a state of great irritation, in consequence of 
my offer to attack the French fleet being passed ovejr . 
without the least acknovvldgement of its having been 
made. Excess of zeal, and impatience of restraint, 
where an opportunity of enterprize presents itself ; al- 
though faults, are such as the roost eminent naval com- 
manders have not been free from, and the effects of 
these are all that can be found blameable in my conduct. ' 
It. never was my intention to thwart any superior officer; 
on the contrary, my whole life has been, and shall 
continue to be, entire submission to their commands. 

» 4i To many of the gentlemen of this Court I have 
2*3 
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the honour to be known ; to them I appeal for my for- 
mer character. 

“ I shall also beg leave to desire, that two letters 
from most distinguished persons, under whom I have 
had the honour to serve, may be read. 

“ The manner in which my services have been esti- 
mated by them, will, I am sure, have its due effect on 
the judgment which the Court is called upon to pro- 
nounce upon me.” 


“ Euryalus , Oct. 23, 1805. 

“ My dear Sir, 

I congratulate you most sincerely on the victory 
bis Majesty’s fleet has obtained over the enemy, and 
on the noble and distinguished part the Temeraire took 
in the the battle : nothing could be finer ; I have not 
words in which I can sufficiently express my admiration 
of jt. I hope to hear you are unhurt, and pray send 
me your report of killed and wounded, with the officers’ 
names who fell in the action, acd the stale of your 
own ship, whether you can get her in a stale to meot 
Gravina, should he again attempt any thing. 1 am, 
dear Sir, with great esteem, 

“ Your faithful humble servant, 

CuTHBERT Co LJLIN G WOOD.** 
44 Captain E. Harvey , Temeraire ” 

44 Mortimer Street, dpril 22, 1 807 . 

44 Sir, 

“ I cannot retire from the command of th* Channel 
fleet, without expressing the high sense I entertain of 
the ability, zeal, and perseverance, displayed by you 


S, 


Digitized by Google 



OR, REGISTER OF NAVAL ACTIONS. 295 

in the command of a" detached squadron, dufing an 
unexampled long cruise off the North coast of Spain, 
and assuring you of the esteem and regard with which 
I have the honour to be, 

" Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 
St. Vincent.*' 

,c Rear-Admiral Harvey , &c” 

The Admiral then withdrew with his counsel, Mr. 
Sergeant Best, and the Court was cleared of strangers, 
for the purpose of deliberating on the evidence, in which 
they were occupied a considerable length of time. At 
length strangers were re-admitted, when the Rear-Ad- 
miral taking his station, on the left-hand of the Deputy 
Judge Advocate, the gentlemen pronounced the follow- 
ing sentence : 

" The Court having heard and deliberated upon the 
evidence which has been adduced in support of the 
charges exhibited against Rear-Admiial Eliab Harvey, 
and having heard what he has alls dged in his defence, 
are of opinion that the charges of vehement and insult- 
ing language to the Right Honourable Lord Gambier, 
and of having otherwise shewn great disrespect to him 
as Commander-in-chief, on board his Majesty’s ship 
the Caledonia, and of having spoken of bis Lordship 
to several officers in a disrespectful manner, have been 
proved : and the Court doth therefore adjudge the 
said Rear-Admiral Eliab Harvey to he ' dismissed 
his" Majesty's Service; and he is dismissed accord- 
ingly.’* 

Respecting the destruction of the French fleet in 
Basque Roads, so admirably effected by Lord Cochrane, 
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we have already expressed our opinion. Howsoever 
reprehensible Lord Gambier might have been, in not 
himself attacking the enemy ; or Jiowsoever injudicious 
or improper it might be in the Admiralty Board, to 
select a junior officer, one who even had not previously 
been attached to the Channel fleet, for^so important an 
attempt, passing over 'many veterans in the service, 
no censure can possibly alight upon Lord Cochrane. 
To him all praise is due. If we are to accredit his 
own statement, as given in evidence by Sir H. B. Neale, 
on the trial of Admiral Harvey, it is not even to be 
imputed to him that he solicited the appointment. In 
a conversation which took place between Admiral Har- 
vey and Lord Cochrane, on the arrival of the latter irt 
the Channel fleet, respecting the intended attack. Sir 
H. B. Neale represents his lordship to have expressed 
himself to the following effect : — •• I assure you I did 
not seek it ; I went to town ; and in a conversation, 
either with Lord Mulgrave or the Board of Admiralty, 
it w r as mentioned to me that the expedition was com- 
posed of bombs and fire-ships for the purpose of de- 
stroying the French fleet in the late of Aix.' I answered 
that it was a service very easy to be executed. I was 
asked if I would undertake it. I answered, “ Yes.* 
Lord Cochrane was so exceedingly dissatisfied with 
the part which Lord Gambier had borne in this enter- 
prise, that, when one of his Majesty’s Ministers com- 
municated to him their intention of moving for the 
thanks of Parliament to the Commander-in-Chief, Lord 
Cochrane answered; that, if no other person should 
oppose the motion, he would rise in his place for that 
purpose. On being asked,. on what ground, his reply 
was, “The log-book of the Caledonia;” alluding to . 

2 
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the proofs which, he conceived, must there appear, of 
(he delay which had taken place, in the operations of 
the fleef,jubsequently to the display bf his signal, that 
seven of the enemy's ships were on shore, and migh* 
be destroyed. 

The result of this was, that Lord Gambier solicited, 
and obtained a Court Martial ; but in consequence of 
the engagement of the expedition against the Schelt, of 
which we shall presently have occasion to speak, the 
trial of his Lordship did not commence till Wednesday 
the 26th of July. On that day the Court Martial as- 
sembled on board the Gladiator in Portsmouth harbour; 
Admiral Sir Roger Curtis, Bart. President. The ge- 
neral charge against his Lordship, as stated in the or- 
der for assembling the court was, that on the 12lh of 
April, the enemy's ships being then on shore, and the 
signal having been made that they could be destroyed, he 
did for a considerable time neglect or delay taking ef- 
fectual measures for destroying them. The object of 
4he court was also to enquire into the whole conduct 
of Lord Gambier, as commander-in-chief, between 
the 17th of March and the 29th of April. After se- 
veral official documents had been put in and read, a 
chart of the Isle of Aix was produced. The log books 
of several ships of the squadron were also produced, 
and their contents verified. Mr. Spurling, the master 
of the Imperieuse (Lord Cochrane's ship) underwent a 
cross examination of considerable length, the object# 
of which seemed to be, to prove that the witness bad, 
lince the action, made certain alterations in the log- 
bool^of the Imperieuse, conformable- to what appeared 
on the log-book of the Indefatigable ; and that those 
alterations had been made by the order, and with the 
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knowledge of Lord Cochrane. These insinuation** 
however, were satisfactorily refuted. 

Lord Cochrane was examined at great length. His 
evidence went generally to prove* that Lord Gam- 
bier had been guilty of great delay, at the time speci- 
fied ; that the station which he chose, though a good 
one for observation, was not proper for an attack ; and 
that, had Lord Gambier complied with Lord Cochrane’s 
signal at tl»e proper time, half the fleet, or even two ships 
would have been sufficient to effect the complete de- 
struction of the seven French ships which were on 
shore. The main points of his evidence were as fol-. 
lows : — 

Q. Was your Lordship intrusted by Lord Gambier 
w ith the conduct of the fire ships in the attack of the 
enemy in Basque Roads?— 

A. I was. 

Q. What was the strength of the enemy’s fleet at 
that time, how moored, and how protected by the 
works on the Isle of Aix, and shoals near the har- 
bour? 

A. The enemy’s fleet appeared to contain nine sail 
of the regular line, besides one ship of three decks, and 
the Calcutta of 50 guns, and four frigates ; and ano- 
ther large vessel, I don’t know \yhat she was; she 
might be a store ship. They appeared to be moored 
as near as I can judge, N. and S. or nearly so. I 
thought at first they inclined considerably more to N. 
E. and S. W. They were defended by their own can- 
non, and by a strong position. They were flanked to- 
wards the N. by thirteen cannon in the Isle of Aix, be- 
sides the mortars in that island. The frigates were 
stationed to the S. E. of them, apparently for the pur- 
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pose of flanking the island on the other side of them, 
and as the piolection against boats or fire vessels. Be- 
tween Aix and tlie Buoyart, I do not know of any 
shoal. The water is not sleep at Aix, but shelves gra- 
dually off* towards the harbour. ~ To the best of my 
judgment the enemy's squadron were eight or nine 
miles off, between the time of my arrival and the morn- 
ing of the 12th. I believe the British squadron un- 
moored that night. The position chosen by the com- 
mander-in-chief was a very good position for blockad- 
ing the enemy, and for observing any material move- 
ment of their squadron : but the destruction of the 
enemy could not be effected while in that position by 
the ships there placed. The wind was not the same in 
the evening, as it was in the morning. At 8 o’clock P. M. 
of the 1 Ith, the wind must have been about due N. I be- 
lieve. The tide at the same hour began to run towards 
(he S. E.r-The strength of the British squadron was ele- 
ven sail of the line, besides nine frigates and one bomb, 
Q. Did it appear to your Lordship that the Admiral 
made every arrangement for preparing and sending the 
fire ships against the enemy ? 

A. Every possible assistance, as well as Admiral Stop- 
ford, and the Captains of the fleet. — The frigates and 
other smaller vessels were very judiciously placed for 
affording every assistance. 

Q. It appearing by the signal log of the Caledonia 
that your Lordship had by signal acquainted Lord Gam- 
bier that seven of the enemy’s ships were on shore, and 
might be destroyed, was it your Lordship’s opinion at 
the time of the first signal, that it would have been 
expedient for the commander-in*chief to have sent in 
ha/f or any number of his ships, &c. and if so, was 
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there ft probability, that such ships could' have got out 
again in safety ? 

A. I did make the signal. The Imperieuse being the 
nearest ship placed by his Lordship for the guidance of 
the fire-ships, and having had the charge of these ves- 
sels, I thought it proper to communicate to his Lord* 
ship the state in which they appeared to me to be, 
which I did by the signals mentioned. It is my opinion 
that a much smaller force* than half the fleet would 
have been sufficient. The signal was directed by the 
Caledonia to be repeated. I ordered the signal to be 
made that two sail of the line were enough, which I 
have since understood was not made, but that the offi- 
cer repeated the previous signal. The fact was, that he 
thought it would be an insult to make that signal, and 
therefore repealed the previous signal, leaving it to the 
discretion of the commander in chief to send what force 
he thought proper* From the time that the first signal 
was made, in. the morning, until eight o'clock, it was 
ebb tide; the tide was going windward; at eigth o’clock 
it was low water. There is an anchorage for at least 
six sail of the line at any time, clear of shot and shells* 
The Imperieuse passed in going in close to the Buoy- 
art. It was then nearly high water, at half past one in 
* the day ; coming out, it was also high water ; in both 
of these courses there was sufficient depth of water for 
vessels of any size. The impression upon my mind is, 
that there is water enough at any time ; but having 
been there only at high tide, I cannot swear to that. 
Provided the tide does not rise and fall more than 
twelve feel, there is ; and this is mentioned in a French 
chart, now in court, I think the ships could have got 
safe out as the others did afterwards. It was in the 
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freight of spring, and there was five fathoms and a 
quarter under our bottom, and from five to six fathoms 
for a distance round about us, sufficient for six 
sail of the line. The bearings of this place are correctly 
noted in the log, which J hold in my hand. 

Q. Did the commander in chief, in consequence of 
the signals, afterwards weigh with the large ships, and 

at what lime come to anchor off the Isle of Aix. 

* 

A. He weighed 1 think at 1 1 o'clock, and anchored 
about half an hour afterwards, having both wind and 
tide in his favour. 

<}. Was the position then taken, the most advantage- 
ous for carrying into effect the object of the signals 
made by his Lordship ; and might that position have 
been taken at an earlier period with advantage to the 
service ? 

A. It was a good position to observe the enemy; 
but it was not a position for attack. That position 
might have been taken at day-light, when an attack 
might have been made with advantage to the service. 

Q. It appearing by the log-books of the Imperieuse, 
that you having previously sent in a man to take sound- 
ings, you weighed at half past eleven A. M. on the 
1 2th of April, and ran into the harbour, in company 
"with the Etna bomb and a gun brig. The enemy mak- 
ing sail up the Charente, and at two P. M. anchored, 
and shortly after came to close action with the Ville de 
Varsovie, did you weigh and advance to the enemy by 
Rignai from the commander in chief, or did you do so 
with order by signal or otherwise ? 

A. I think it necessary, if I am permitted to read, 
as an answer to this question, some remarks, which 1 
threw together in consequence of a letter I received 
2 c 
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from Ihe Secretary to the Admiral!)', stating to rae that 
a Court Martial was to take place. 

[This Lord Cochrane was not permitted to do, and 
the question was repealed.] 

A. I did so, in compliance with what I considered 
the spirit of the orders I received ; the doing of it was 
my own act. The entry in the log of the Imperieusp, 
that I weighed at half past eleven A. M. on the ISth 
of April i* not correct, as will probably appear by the 
log books of the fleet ; I weighed at one o’clock. Tht 
Etna bomb rather preceded me 

Q. It appears also by the logs before the court, that 
you made signals of distress of your ship; and did any# 
and what ships come by signal to your rel ef from the 
commander in chief; and was there any unnecessary 
delay in that respect ? 

A. I enquired by hailing, what attack was intended 
to be made on t be enemy. The commander replied# 
he was ordered to bombard them. I directed him to 
go close, and that we should protect him : it was then 
one o’clock ; the French three-decker swung upon hef 
hawsers, and the last of their ships began to move. I 
had the charge of the fire-ships, they had failed in their 
expected purpose : I knew what the tongue of scandal 
was capable of, and though I admit that the feelings 
of my Lord Gambier, for the honour and interest of his 
country were, and are, as strong as my own, yet per- 
sonal considerations were not enough. The expecta- 
tions of my country, the hopes of the Admiralty, and 
my own projects were about to vanish. I weighed 
anchor and ran in, and went beyond the possibility of 
returning. I ordered sail to be made after the stern- 
est ships of the enemy, and standing in* I made tbe 
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signal lhat the cliace was superior to the charing ships, 
because Ihe Ville de Varr.ovie and Calcutta were both 
afloat, and immediately afterwards made signal that we 
wanted assistance, which signal was absurdly coupled 
with the words li being in distress/' When we got up 
(o the Buoyart, we opened our fire upon the Calcutta, 
and llie Ville dfe Varsovie. The Calcutta was broad- 
side on ; the Ville de Varsovie lay stern towards us, s 1* 
being under sail, and PAquiion was in the same position ; 
the latter did not tire (or a long time j they were etc- 
ployed in clearing their stern, to get guns out. When 
we anchored, it was about two o'clock. Some brigs 
had anchored as marked in the chart, for the protec- 
tion of the bomb, and were firing, but too far off 
to be of any use, I made the signal for these to close-, 
but as there is no flags to express brigs only, with- 
out frigates or larger vessels, most of which were com- 
manded by my seniors, I explained so far as lay within 
my mean5 that this signal was intended for them, by fil- 
ing upon them from the main deck ; for the quarterdeck 
shot, which I elevated myself did not reach them. Th# 
signal, I was afterwards informed, gave considerable 
offence, and so soon as I learnt this from Sir Harry 
Neale, I declared to my Lord Gambier, that it was not 
my intention in the slightest degree to hurt his Lord- 
ship's feelings ; I had then no time to express by a 
tedious telegraphic communication, what I meant to 
convey. We were all busily employed, when it was 
reported to me that several sail of the line and frigates 
were coming to our assistance. I don't remember the- 
first ships that come down, but the Revenge, I believe 
was the first line of battle ship. About three, several 
ships curne within hail ; I hailed them to anchor, or they 
2 C 2 
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would ground, we having taken our birth on the heart 
of the shore. It was then falling tide ;/ several that 
anchored opened their fire upon all the ships that were 
within reach, to wif, the Ville de Varsovie, Aquifoa 
and Calcutta. I made the signal that the Calcutta 
had struck, and sent a boat to inform those who were 
firing at her, that our boat was then on board of her. 
Upon which the Indefatigable and one other turned 
their fire upon the Ville de Varsovie and Aquilon. I 
ordered my people to cease firing; there were then 
ships enough to destroy the enemy without the Impe- 
rieuse. Our people were much fatigued, and therefor# 
rested themselves* with the exception of those stationed 
to repair the rigging.. The other ships continued to fir# 
on the ViHe de Varsovie and Aquilon till they 
struck. The French were deserting several of theii 
ships, with every boat that belonged to them, and pull- 
ing and sailing for the Rochefort river. An attempt 
was intended to have been made to burn the Ocean. 
Captain Rligh volunteered his services. Cap!. Mait- 
land regretted that on account of Captain Bligh’s pre- 
viously having undertaken it, he was denied that op- 
portunity to distinguish himself. I was too much fati- 
gued to undertake it myself. I could scarcely stand 
from great exertion they were not so much fatigued- 
The reason why it was not done, I only learnt since 
seeing the public dispatch in the papers.. As the French 
bad taken their boats to land their people, they were 
alt on shore that night and the next morning, there were 
two or three chasse mareesin their stead, lightening the 
enemy’s ships, by .receiving various articles on board. 
There was no delay whatever, to the best of my belief, 
after the signal off assistance was made* upon the piEl 
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of my Lord Gambier, in ordering vessets to our assis- 
tance ; but had the attack been made in the morning, 
when the tide was falling, until past eight o’clock, and 
the enemy’s ships were all, with the exception of two, 
fast aground, the three-decker and two others, as shewn 
in the chart, lying close together towards the wind- 
ward, with their masts and yards apparently locked* 
It is my opinion, that after the hour of half past eleven, 
when the enemy’s two ships had remained at anchpr 
until the British fleet weighed, that the frigates alone, 
assisted by the smaller vessels might have destroyed 
the whole of the above mentioned ships, the rear of 
which afterwards attacked. 

“ When I arrived,” said his Lordslitp, at the close of 
his examination, at the outer anchorage, I mentioned 
to Lord Gambier, that as there could be no jealousy 
with respect to Admiral Slopford, that it would be a 
matter essential to the service to send the Admiral in 
with the frigates and other vessels, which ever his Lord- 
ship thought best, as his zeal for the service would ac- 
complish what I consider yet more creditable than any 
thing that had yet been done ; I apologized for the free- 
dom which I used with bis Lordship, and staled that I 
took that liberty as a friend, for it would be impossible, 
things remaining as they were, to prevent a noise being 
made about it in England. I said, “ my Lord, you dc» 
sired me to speak candidly to you, and I have used 
that freedom, . I have no wish or desire. but for the ser- 
vice of our country — to which his Lordship replied, 
that if I threw blame, it would appear as arrogantly 
claiming all the merit to myselC I assured his Lord- 
ship I had no such intention, and mentioned, at the 
same time, that it was not my design to carry dispatches# 
2c 3 
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or logo to London with Sir Harry Neafe upon the oc* 
casion. His Lordship immediately after delivered fo me 
an order directing the above. When l weighed I hact 
had the satisfaction of hearing that the signal had been 
made for Admiral Stopford, but whether to execute 
the above purpose by the frigates, or other means, I do- 
not know.* 

The trial of Lord Gambier lasted nine days, on the 
fifth of which, his defence, of which the following are 
the more prominent passages, was read by the Judge- 
Advocate : — 

** The proceedings of the court will shew, whether 
any misconduct has existed in the execution of the 
service under cosideration : if any has existed, oF 
which l am perfectly unconscious, it is right that 
the nation should know it ; not as resting on the 
unsupported opinion of an individual, but on the 
unprejudiced judgment of thi9 tribunal. I was 
prepared when I first came before you, with what 
appeared to me a complete justification of my conduct 
and proceedings as commander in chief of the channel 
fleet, employed in Basque Roads, between the 17lh of 
March and the 29th of April last, to which your inquiry 
is directed ; but 1 could not be aware of the oral testi- 
mony that wa9 brought forward in support of the charge 
which their Lordships have, at the instance of Lord 
Cochrane, been induced to make against me, namely^ 
that on the 12th of April, the enemy's ships being then 
on shore, and the signal having been made that the/ 
could be destroyed, I did for a considerable time negtect 
or delay, taking effectual measures for destroying them* 
I was ready to admit, that from the time of my observ- 
ing, on the morning of the 12tb, the situation of the- 
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srjemy, communicated to me also by signal from the 
Imperieuse* some time did elapse before the enemy’s 
ships were attacked; but I was prepared to prove, 
most ineontroverlibly, that no neglect or unnecessary 
delay took place in effecting the destruction of those 
ships; and I have now the satisfaction to find, that out? 
of all the officers of the fleet summoned on the trial, the 
charge rests on the unsupported, and I may say already 
refuted, testimony of the captain of the Imperieose.. 

“I believe there is not a precedent to be found in 
the naval annate of Great Britain, of an officer of the 
rank I have the honour to hold* commanding a fleet 
which has performed so important a service as that ac- 
complished under my direction — approved as that ser- 
vice has been, by the Board of Admiralty, and consi- 
dered by his Majesty’s government as deserving the 
thanks of both Houses of Parliament, being obliged* 
from a sense of what is due to his own character and 
honour, as well as the profession to which he belongs* 
to appeal to a naval tribunal, against the loose, indirect 
accusations of an officer so much his inferior in rank* I 
am warranted in saying, that the execution of this 
8 ervice was approved by the Board of Admiralty ; be- 
cause in a letter from their Lordships’ Secretary, dated 
April 22, acknowledging, the receipt of my public dis- 
patches on the occcasion, he says, he is commanded by 
their Lordships to congratulate me on the brilliant Suc- 
cess of the force under my command, in the attack of 
the enemy’s ships in Isle d’Aix "Roads, by fire- 
ressels, and subsequently by- detachments from my 
fleet, which terminated in the capture and destruction 
©f four of the enemy’s ships, and to signify their Lord- 
ships’ directions to me, to express their approbation of 
the great exertions of Rear Admiral Btopford,. Sir 
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Neale, and the several other officers mentioned by me 
as having been most actively employed, and having 
particularly distinguished themselves upon this impor- 
tant service. Lord Cochrane, however, warned the 
Noble Lord at the head of the Admiralty, that if this 
measure were attempted, he should, if standing alone, 
oppose it so far as regarded the Commander in Chief, 
thus without specifically objecting to the thanks being 
given for the service performed, directing his hostility 
personally at me, and making his attack as publicly, 
though not so fairly, as if he had at once exhibited 
formal charges. 

t( Lord Cochrane, as a Member of Parliament, may 
most assuredly support or oppose public measures, as 
he shall think proper. In the present proceedings, 
however, he stands in the situation only of an officer 
serving under my command, as appears by (he fol- 
lowing letter to me from the First Lord of the Ad- 
miralty : — 

[This letter, dated May 29, states the suspension of 
the motion for the vote of thanks, in consequence of 
Lord Cochrane’s objection; and that it had been found 
expedient to call upon Lord Cochrane to state his 
grounds of objection.] 

" Whether Lord Cochrane supposed he might with 
impunity endeavour to lower me in the opinion of my 
country and my Sovereign, signal marks of whose fa- 
vour had at this instant been exclusively conferred upon 
himself— whether his Lordship thought he could exalt 
his own reputation at the expence of mine,— and whe« 
ther he expected that his threat would intimidate me to 
silence, I know not. But if these were his ideas, I 

assure myself the result will appear to him that they 
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were founded in error > for I will never permit any man 
to proceed is Lord Cochrane has done, without availing 
myself of the means which the laws of my country 
afford, to shew the futility and injustice of such an at- 
tack. By the letter of the Secretary of the Admiralty 
to Lord Cochrane, after making his undefined accusa- 
tion against his Admiral, he excuses himself from exr 
planalion by a general reference to the log and signal 
books of the fleet, without knowing, if I may judge 
from the imperfect stole of his own log, what that ge» 
neral reference might produce. Therefore, because he 
does not accord with me in opinion. Lord Cochrane, 
whose extent of responsibility has, perhaps, never ex 
ceeded the charge of a single ship, and to whom is 
judgment I will not reduce my experience to a compa* 
risen, becomes my accuser; whilst, from my situation, 
I am responsible for every act of my fleet, and for the 
fate of every ship composing it. I am so confident, 
and I hope it is already evident to the Court, that Lord 
Cochrane has no cause whatever for accusing me of 
any dereliction of duty, that it might almost be sup- 
posed something had occurred in my personal conduct 
towards his Lordship which had afforded him grounds 
of dissatisfaction. The contrary, however, is the fact. 
More liberality could not have been shewn than Lord 
Cochrane received at my hands ; and although a con- 
siderable degree of disappointment was manifested 
throughout the fleet on his ar/ival to conduct the service 
to be performed by fire-vessels, yet every officer in the 
fleet rendered him the most steady assistance, not only 
in valuable suggestions, the entire credit of which seems 
to have been assumed by his Lordship, but by every 
other means that zeal and courage could afford. Lord 
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Cochrane, on presenting himself lo me after the action* 
was general in complaint of the officers who commanded 
the otherships engaged, at the same time with himself, irr 
the attack of the enemy ; but having equal means with hij 
Lordship of judging of the conduct of those officers, l 
do aver that it was highly meritorious. At the time 
Lord Cochrane made this general complaint, I had not 
the smallest suspicion that there existed in his mind 
those sentiments of disapprobation of my conduct^ 
which, by his proceedings since his return home, I nip. 
to suppose be then entertained* It would, in such 
case, have been liberal, and I think also bis duty, to 
have communicated lo me to that effect* 1 should then 
have been enabled to have guarded in some measure 
against his attack upon roy character, on his arrival 
in England. I scarcely need observe in this Court, 
that however highly courage is to be valued in an ok 
ficer, it is always incomplete in its conseqaences wil Ik- 
out the equal exercise of judgment and discretion; 
it being the duly of a Cunynander not only to destroy 
his enemy, but lo accomplish that destruction with the 
least possible loss on his part : and I submit to the 
Court, whether there ever was a service which, under 
all circumstances, more required the exercise of those 
qualities than the one in question. The effect produced 
exceeded my most sanguine expcctions: and I belivve 
the expectations of the whole fleet. The points under 
the consideration of the Court appear to be the follow - 
ing: Whether the lapse of time between the discovery 
in the morning of the enemy’s ships being on shore, 
and the attack, was not, under all circumstances, 
absolutely necessary for the advantageous accomplish^ 
moat of the intended service whether it was not my 
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4uty as Commander-in-Chief, to be governed by a 
general view of I he whole of those circumstances, ra- 
ther than yield lo the suggestions of one, r and that a 
very junior officer; — and whether an earfier atiacfc 
would have been attended with greater advantages; — 
in short, was there not accomplished, at the time the 
attack was made, all that could at any time have been 
effected. It is in support of these proposition*, I un- 
dertake to shew, as indeed is already in evidence be- 
fore you, dial had I not delayed sending in the ships lo 
the attack until the time I did, the loss of ships and of 
the lives of valuable seamen would, in the opinion of 
a 11. 1 he officers of the fleet, have amounted to a large 
proportion of the force so employed. And yet, it 
seems, that I am now represented a9 deserving of cen- 
sure, for having prevented that wanton destruction i 
but I am satisfied the Court will, by the result of their 
investigation, find, that not a single additional ship o* 
the enemy would have been destroyed by a more earl< 
adoption of those measures which it is imputed to m< 

I delayed or neglected.” 

“ The squadron under my command, including th£ 
advanced frigates, had been driven from their station 
off Brest, by the continued prevalence of tempestuous 
westerly winds; it was on my return oft' that port, on 
the of February, that * "ascertained the escape of 
the French fleet; I had no information of the time 
when the enemy escaped from their port, or of the 
couae they had taken, consequently had no grounds 
upon which I could exercise any discretion. This re- 
duced me to the unavoidable necessity of following my 
orders, which, in such an event, distinctly directed me 
to detach Ihg senior flag officer, with such force as 1 
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might conclude was equal to the enemjt: and to return 
myself to Cawsand Bay for further orders I accord- 
ingly detached Sir John Duckworth, with eight sail of 
the line and' a frigate, in pursuit of the French fleet, 
on the course pointed out in. their Lordships* orders 
before referred to, which left me with the Caledonia 
alone, in the mortifying situation of being obliged to 
return to port. 1 refer back to this event, in order to 
ehew why the Caledonia, bearing my flag, became 
detached from the fleet. In proceeding to Cawsand 
Bay, the Naiade joined me off Falmouth, when Cap* 
tain Dundas informed me, that the enerayV fleet from 
Brest, consisting of eight sail of the line and two fri- 
gates had entered Basque Roads, on the 24-th of Fe*. 
bruary, where they had been reinforced by the four 
«ail of the line and two frigates, previously lying in the 
Aix Roads. This communication being made to the 
Admiralty, I received orders from their Lordships, ot> 
the 3d of March, to put to sea with the Caledonia, 
Tormant, Illustrious, Resolution, and Bellona, together 
with any frigates and smaNer vessels under my com- 
mand, that might be ready for sea at Plymouth, to 
form a junction with Rear-Admiral Stopford, com- 
manding his Majesty's squadron off Rochfort. On 
my arrival of Rochfort on the seventh of March, 
^ found that Rear-Admiral Stopford, with the 
•Caesar, Defiance, Donegal, and four frigates, bad, in 
4he course of the 244h of February, been joined by 
Captain Bercsford, with the Theseus, Triumph, Va- 
liant, Revenge, and one frigate, and shortly after by 
the Hero ; and that the French fleet had moved from 
Basque into Aix Roads, and taken anchorage there 
with eleven sail of the line and four frigiles. In confe- 
rence of the intricacy of the navigation, one of their 
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ships was totally wrecked. Judging that ihe> ofccepa- 
tioirof Basque' Roadhr by the fleet under my command 
would be most effectual, either for Mbckadnig the 
enemy, or#* carrying on offensive operations, shoutd 
they prove practicable. I ' immediately ordered' some 
of the master* of the flfcet tb proceed in, and to take 
every advantage of weather, in sounding and 'Stir key- 
ing the anchorage* in order tb ascertain the part most 
advisable to be occupied by a fleet of the magnitude of 
tbat undbr my orders/' 

a Ota the I7tbef March the fleet anchoredin Basque 
Roads, and waa moored in a line, as directed by the 
general order. The ene my V ships lay at tbe distance 
of about si* miles* in compact lines, and the most dis- 
tant ship of each line within point blank range of the 
batteries' on the Isle of Aix* with their frigates ad-/, 
vanced towards the en trance of Aire Roads. This com- 
pact position of the enemy was evidently taken to avoid 
the shoal* around the anchorage* Hie nearer and 
mere distinct view ! now obtained of tbe enemy's posi- 
tion, confirmed me in; my opinion of the impractica- 
bility of a successful attack upon their sliips by the fleet. 

I waa also satisfied, that the only wtfy of attacking Ibe 
enemy wasby roean^ofi firwhips; which I suggested 
in my letter to the first Lord of the Admiralty, written 
four dhyr after my> arrival at Rochtbrt. — Thia letter 
wae received by his Lordship on* the 19th March, who 
indeedThad anticipated' my sentiments, a v appears by 
the foHowrogdetter from thek Lorrlfehips' Secretary.— 
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[Most secret.] ' 

t €t Admlralty~Offict 9 March 19, 1809* 

u €t My Lo^d, 

i am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of 
the Admiralty 4 * to; acquaint , your Lordship, that they 
have. ordered twelve, transports to be fitted as fire-ships, 
and tp proceed and join you off Rocbfort ; and that 
Mr Congreve is also under orders to proceed to your 
Lordship in a coppered transport, (the Cleveland), 
containing a large assortment of rockets, and supplied 
with a detachment of marine artillery instructed in the 
use of them, and placed under Mr. Congreve’s orders. 
That the bomb vessels, named in the margin (Etna, 
Thunder, Vesuvius, Hound, and Fury) are likewise 
under orders to fit for sea with all possible expedition, 
and to join you as they maybe ready. That all' these 
preparations are making with a view to enable your 
Lordship to make an attack on the French fleet at their 
anchorage, off Isle d’Aix, if practicable; and I am 
further commanded to signify their Lordships’ direction 
to you, to take into consideration, the possibility of 
making an attack *upon the enemy, either conjointly 
with your line-of- battle ships, frigates, and small craft, 
fire-ships, bombs, and rockets ; or separately by any of 
the above-named means. 

“ You are to man the fire-ships with volunteers 
from the fleet, intrusting the said ships in charge of 
officers of the rank of Commander, who may happen 
to be present, and shall volunteer their services on 
this occasion. But as it is not likely there will be 
officers sufficient of that rank to command all the fire* 
ships, you are to make up the deficiency by such 
Lieutenants of the line-of-bafttie ships as shall volunteer 
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their services, giving the preference to the First Lieu- 
tenants ; and when the said fire- vessels are manned by . 
volunteers from the fleet, you are to cause the' r original 
crews to be received on board the ships of your fleet. 
And in the event of the said fire-ships being destroyed, 
you are to send home the said men, in order to their 
being discharged, furnishing- them with such certifi- 
cates , or protections, as shall secure them from being 
impressed into his Majesty’s service. You are also to 
hold out to the volunteers, and the officers to whom the 
command of the fire-ships may be intrusted, every ex- 
pectation of reward in the event of success. 

“ It is their Lordships’ further direction that you 
slate to me for their information, whether any further 
augmentation of force of any description is, in your 
opinion, necessary to enable you to perform this service 
with full effect/ that it may be prepared and for- 
warded to you without a moment's delay ; their Lord- 
ships having come to a determination to leave no means 
untried to destroy the enemy’s squadron. 

In order to give your Lqrdsh;p every. information op 
this important subject, my Lords have directed me t*> 
inclose to you a copy of a paper, drawn up by Sir Richard 
Keats, in 1807, proposing a mode attacking an enemy's 
squadron under Isle d’Aix. 

M I have the honour to be, my Lord, 

“ Your Lordship’s most obedient humble servant, 

"W.-W. Pot*.' 

“ Admiral Lord Gambier, off Rochefort. 

" P. S. The fire-ships are expected to sail from the 
Downs to-morrow, and the rocket-ship from the Nore 
about the same time. . i 

2d 2 
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in lien of Ike six expected from Plymouth, that they 
might be ready to act with the twelve from Woolwich, 
immediately upon their arrival* These, with the Me* 
drat or, were accordingly fitted by means of rosin sod 
tar, fortunately found en board some chaste mating 
recently -captured, and other combustible materials fur* 
nidied by the fleet. This service was performed under 
the immediate snperintendaoee of the Captains of the 
line-of-battle ships, who evinced the most unremitting 
activity. upon the o c ca s i on . . Upon the HMb of April, 
*ftaft»jpast four P.bf- the Beagle arrived, with the twelve 
Are' ship? from England. When 1 bM orders , to the 
Commanders pfsloops and host Lieutenants of Une-o& 
battle ships which 1 had prepared* it was found alto* 
gether rmprtetieable to proceed to the attack on the 
night of the lOtln though muck pressed by Lord Coch* 
9sne> and it may be considered a most fortunate cir* 
eumstawce that the attempt wna deferred; for it appears 
by a general order found on board one of the enemy's 
ships and now delivered" in tU Court, that 'the Frencby 
P) protect their fleet from aUtohb,, had equipped 
launches, sod other beats, in fi me divisions* to guard 
»l from surprise during the night, and to tow off ost 
foe* ships on their approach; and the tranquillity of foe 
10th would have a&ordcd the- enemy hdl opportunity 
of availing themselves of this protection ; but of this 
they were deprived, by the * very blowing wea- 
ther on the subsequent night, when the fire-ship* 
Were seal in. X have here to notice, that scum day* 
previous to the attack, 1 had, to deceive the enemyv 
h fopted'the precaution of ordering on* of the Reads 
vessels of every description, that were not to be mm 
gaged in the intended operations*. 
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w To assist and support the fircr-ships, the following 
disposition was made of Hie whole force, in frigates and 
small vessels : 

<« Tj*e Unicorn, Eagle, and Pallas, 1 directed. U> 
lakes station near the Buoyant sbeal, for the purpose 
of receiving tho'crewsof the fire-ships on their return 
from the enterprise, to support the boats of the fleet 
which wete to accompany the fire-ships,, and likewise 
to give assistance to the Imperieore, which ship was 
somewhat farther advanced# The Whiting schooner 
and the King George end Nimrod colters, were fitted 
far throwing rockets* and were also; directed to take 
e station near the shore. The Indefatigable and FOxt 
bound sloops, and Etna bomb, being the only bomb- 
vessel that, bad then arrived, were, ordered to place 
themselves as near the fort on the Isle of Aix a* p©*» 
aible, the two former to protect the bomb* while she 
threw shells into the fort. 

*• The Emerald, Dotterel!* Beagle* Insolent* Conn 
fifot, and Growler gun brigs, were stationed to make a 
diversion at the east es*d of the Ide of Aie l the Beds 
pole and Cyra I directed to be anchored, one neat the 
(ale of Aix, *nd the other near the Buoy art, with light* 
hoisted, and properly screened from the enemy's view* 
to guide the fire- ships in their coarse to the attaek. 
Thirteen explosion vessels, which bad been proposed 
and prepared by Cord Cochrane, were under his Cord* 
ship’s immediate direction to precede the fee-ships* » 
the attach. Their ex^losfap w* to point oat n prepea 
lime for the^ officers commanding the fire-ships to safe 
fa to their respective v®$te ,s ; an4 to intimidate and; 
prevent the enemy from tpwrog of dm 
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about the same distance from the Caledonia, made the 
signal to me by telegraph, that " seven of the enemy's 
ships were on shore, and that half the fleet could de- 
stroy them.” 

v “ The actual situation of the French fleet; at that 
time, was this: seven of their ships were on shore on 
the Palais,, two escaped into the Charante, and two 
lay at their original anchorage, or a very little removed 
from it, wilh their broadsides bearing upon any thing 
that might approach to attack the ships on shore. I 
ordered the fleet to be unmoored immediately ; the 
wind was at N.W. and the last quarter ebb, and much 
too far spent to admit of a force being sent in so as to 
effect any thing with the possibility of returning in case 
of disaster, before, the making of the flood, which 
wotild effectually have locked up our ships within the ene» 
my’s confined anchorage, during the whole of that tide. 
Here they would have been exposed not only to the point 
blank shot from the batteries, but also to the broadsides 
of the above-mentioned two line-of-baltle ships then 
lying in Aix Road, and which even without assistance 
from the batteries, must have entirely crippled every 
one of our ships in their approach through so natrow a 
channel; besides which some of the grounded ships 
were sufficiently upright, and so situated as <a enable 
them to bring their gons to bear upon the entrance. — 
I would here submit to the Court whether the idea 
which, appears to have been entertained by Lord Coch- 
rane, that a force could have been sent in so as to have 
i arrayed before low water in the morning, was not in 
itself preposterous and impracticable. Upon the fullest 
consideration that no possible attempt could be made 
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until the tide had flowed for some time, unless a pre- 
vious change of wind should take place, all I had 1o 
do was to make every preparation for the attack on the 
enemy's grounded ships. Accordingly I made the srg- ' 
nal for the fleet to weigh, and the ft bar- Admiral and 
Captains being assembled on board the Caledonia, 1 I 
gave orders to the Commander of the Etna; the only 
bomb present, to proceed, as soon as the tide would 
permit that vessel to approach near enough, to bombard 
the enemy's ships. I at the same time ordered the 
Insolent, Conflict, and Growler, gun*brigs, td accom- 
pany her, and directed the Captains of the Valiant, 
Bellona, and Revenge, with the frigalesV to take an ad- 
vanced anchorage as near as possible to the Buoyart 
shoal, to be in readiness to proceed to the attack as 
soon as the water had sufficiently flowed to enable 
them to do so. — At between nine and ten A. M. 
which was much before the flood, was sufficiently 
made to commence effective operations, the fleet ran 
in and came to an anchor about three miles distant 
from the enemy's fortress of Aix; the three ships be- 
fore mentioned, with the frigates, anchored about a 
mile nearer to the Buoyart, but the bomb and brigs, 
slid not come to. As the flood tide made, three of 
the seven ships which had grounded on the Palais, 
shoal, and were the farthest from us, being lightened, 
succeeded in warping off, and made for the Charante. 
The two line-of-battle ships, still at their anchorage 
in the situation before described, took at the same 
time advantage of the flood, and proceeded likewise 
towards that river. Most, if not all of these five ships 
now ran aground at the mouth of the Charante, and 
were never assailable. These movements of the ene- 
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mj’s shipmate not, a*L submit to the Coart, to be 
prevented ty any means that I could adopt wi*b the 
- smallest chance of success, and without his Majesty's 
ships being; put to the most unwarrantable perih and 
when as Rear-Admiral Stopfocd has in his evidence, 
on the part of the prosecution, most emphatically de- 
scribed* “ Our 7 * would have.been all the loss,, and the 
enemy’s all the advantage.” The wind, blew directly 
in, so that in the event of our ships being crippled, 
while the flood tide was running, which appeared in- 
evitable, U, would have ; been impossible for them to 
have, worked' out, or to hasre v retreated to an anchor- 
age out of} the reach of (he enemy’s shot and shells, 
the consequence* of which could scarcely have been 
less than , theb utter destruction. --These serious impe* 
dijaents induced me to delay the attack until the lat- 
ter part of the flood, in order, to give any ships which 
might be disabled on their approach, a chance, of re- 
turning by means, of the. tide. — Hyd the. wind been 
favourable foe sailing both: in and out, or even the lat- 
ter, only*, there could have been no doubt, that the 
sooner the : enemy’s ships were, attacked the better;, 
and I . think the Court will allow that' I am completely 
~ borne out in. what l have stated* by the sentiment* 
which it will he, proved,, werc expresied to me by Lord 
Cochrane, when he came , on board, the . Caledonia 
after, the action, that had, if acted upon, his. signal, and, 
sept in at that, time half ; the fleet, he calculated upon 
the loss of three or four of bis • Majesty’s line-of, battle 
ships and I have moreover to, observe, that if, in defi- 
ance cf the obstruction of the ntbertshipsnf the enemy, 1 
had sent in a force. before the three ships had warped off 
the Palais ShpaJ, it isappsiliye fact that it. could not . 
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H*\te advent <ed‘ M the attack of these three' ship*; on 
account 1 of the* shoal watfer. It areata by .the* log** 
bodk of the Impefleuste* that 1 at' lih. 30itti A. M. she 
Weighed, and rati im, irVctfmptefty with the^Etna 1 bomb 
and rgun-Btig. ‘ I'be farct* isj> that the Etna passed the 
fttperiOttse While at anchor, about* one, arfd that $he 
began theattaek sometimebefoVe'thelirtpefiduste arrived’ 
up. Half art Hour afterwards the Imperieuse and’ 
ffeagle IblloWed the Elite, and' gtithbrigs' cairte* in 1 to 
the atthek, and between leri mfhirtes before and seven 
lUiDUtes' after two, as* wiH* be seen by a reference to 
the tog-books upon the 1 table, T ordered the lndefhtt- 
gable*, Urticomi Aigle, fcnd Ememid frigates, Whir 
the Valiant and" Revenge; (4nd the P^rllae,’ a few 
minutes latefr) to weighs Captain BRgh, the' senior 
officer, having some hours before* received thy di- 
rection*' tor His 1 proceeding* again*! the erteirtyi The 
Imperieuse opened her firer at* about twenty 1 minute* 
after two, ttae Aigle at’ three, and the other ships as 
soon after as the flowing' tide permitted: Ih conse* 
queitoe of strong Nbrth Easterly winds, the flood tide’ 
continued running* until’ past' three in the afternoon, 
wbiett Lord 1 Cochrane has not not iced in his evi- 
dence; Iif-myfteKer of the* 10th of Maytd the Ad- 
miralty, I cOUld itt)f state these circumstances so mi- 
rtliteiy ai 4 1 -awr riUW enabled to do by a reference since 
rttade tO the*)o^bool«. At 4b; 10 min, P.M. the ene** 
iliy’s ship Calcutta, the Vilfe de Varsovte, and’Aquilort, 
ato hour 'after, were taken possession of by the boats* 
of the 4 advanced squadron,* and set' on fire; as* snort as* 
the prisoner* were removed. A shoft time after Le 
Tonwere was burnt by ihe entemy. This ship is admitted 
by theevidenee of Lord Cochrane, to have bteen out o/ 
vol* vi. 2 e 
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Ike reach of our fire ; and it is a notorious fact, that 
the three-decker and the other t*o ships that got 
afloat had been aground at some distance beyond Le 
Tonnere. In this manner the Court will find that the 
four ships capable of being attacked at the time the 
signal was made (if the Tonnere may be so considered, 
of which I doubt), were completely destroyed; the 
other three of the seven first on shore, never having, 
as 1 have already stated, been in a situation to be as- 
sailed; and I venture most positively to assert, that 
the destruction of those ships would not have been 
effected, if 1 had not delayed the attack until the time 
I did. At the close of the afternoon, I judged it ad- 
visable to igjllpmpt ' to follow up our success, by an 
attack upon* five ^ps that had escaped to the 
mouth of the Charanle, which I thought it might be t 
possible tQ effect during the night. I therefore sent 
Rear-Admiral Slopford in the Caesar, with t lie Theseus 
and the fire-ships, and boats of the fleet, with Mr. 
Congreve’s rockets, and gave the Rear-Admiral dis- 
cretional orders to proceed as far as he should judge, 
proper, and for his applying that force as he should, 
think fit, and according as circumstances should render 
it expedient. Scarcely had the Caesar reached Aix 
Roads before she grounded, and lay in a very perilous 
situation, exposed also to the point blank shot from the 
batteries. The Rear Admiral perceiving that nothing 
could be effected by the line-of-battle ships, all of which 
had grounded (as had also some of the frigates) and that 
they lay in imminent darker, and satisfied that if 
any thing further could be effected towards the de- 
struction of these ships, it could* only be by smaller 
vessels ; be therefore very judiciously, before daylight 
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on the 15tb, availed himself of a providential shift 
of wind, which enabled him, when the line-of-battle 
ships floated to extricate them from that danger, amt 
to return to Basque Roads. Captain Bligh, of the 
Valiant, also, on his return, reported to me that it was 
found impracticable to destrby the three-decked ship, 
and others, which were lying at the entrance of the 
Charante, as the former (which was the outer one), 
was protected by three lines of boats placed in ad>» 
vance from her. In addition to the incontestible proof* 
already adduced of the impracticability of effecting any 
further destruction of the enemy’s fleet, I will advert 
to the high professional character of Rear-Admiral Stop- 
ford, and Captains Beresford, Bligh, and Kerr, who 
cannot for an instant be supposed likely to omit any 
circumstance that could effect the object for which 
they were sent by me into Aix Roads ; and I am 
morally certain that they did not withdraw their 
ships until it was wholly impracticable to annoy 
the enemy farther, or until it appeared to those 
officers that the destruction of their ow n ships would be 
the certain consequence of their longer continuance in 
Aix Road, 

•* Lord Cochrane remained in the Road of Aix during 
the 12th and 14th, accompanied by the Pallas frigate, 
the sloops and gun-brigs, and Etna bomb; but no- 
thing was attempted by the frigates. During the 1 8th* 
the Etna was employed in throwing shells ; the Whit- 
ing schooner, in firing rockets, and the other small 
vessels firing upon the enemy’s ships onshore, when the 
tide permitted them to approach. On the 14th, having 
by signal directed the Imperieuse to join me, I ordered 
Captain Wolfe, of the Aigle, to take the command 
2 e 2 
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of the small vessels advanced; these, wish the i Etna, 
continued firing on the demy's ships at the entrance 
of the- Charente, as opportunity during the re- 

mainder of the day, but without ‘Effect. On the .15th 
1 dispatched Sir H. Neale do their Lordships, in ttbe 
Imperieuse, with my public letter *of the 1 4dh April, 
giving an account of the aervice which bad been pef- 
f formed. — 'From the 15th to the 24th, dhe attaokion dbe 
>«rmy's ships on shore, m Smooth of the* Charente, 
was on interrupted by the bombs (the Thunderer having 
'arrived on the 19th) assisted by the small vessels, as 
’Wind and weather permitted; but the enemy had, by 
throwing over board their guns and stores, got so 'high > 
up, that even the gun-brigs and other vessels of fight 
‘draught frequently grounded in their endeavours ‘to trp- 
proach, and never could get sufficiently near to prod tree 
any l e fleet. 

‘ from the ^th to the 19 th April nothing matcfhfl 
Occurred ; and having received the Admiralty letter tff 
the 2?d Apt II, signifying “ that their Lordships, con- 
sidering «be state of the enemy's force, in consequence 
of the ‘brilliant success of the fleet under my command, 
so much reduced a* to render my further presence unne- 
cessary, directed me to repair to Spithead in the Cale- 
donia.’” I accordingly completed the arrangements of 
the fh el, and proceeded in the Caledonia to England on 
the 20 h April. Previous to my leaving Basque Roads, 
one of the enemy's frigates was set on fire by themselves 
** at the entrance of the Charente; another was Observed 
to be wrecked further up that river. The number of 
Miips that escaped without injury did not, from the 
best information, exceed one o: two line-of battle 
sh»ps and two frigates ; what may have been the fate of 
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the remainder, I leave to be considered by the Mem- 
bers of this Honourable Court, who are well -qualified 
to judge of the condiiion of ships which had been so 
long and so repeatedly aground. By the foregoing 
narrative, as well as by the log and signal log of the 
Caledonia (to which, as also to every correct log of the 
fleet, I am as desirous to refer as Lord Cochrane may 
be) it will, I conceive, be seen, that J fully meet the 
charge which had been preferred aga jjsl me, and if the 
impression arising out of this enquiry, should prove less 
favourable 'to Lord Cochrane, than that Which may 
have been produced by my letter to the Lord Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty, of the 14-th of April, his Lord- 
ship must be sensible, that as the instigator of this 
Court Martial, he will himself have been the cause of 
this change of -sentiment. J have been willing to grant 
to his Lordship the fullest credit for his personal bravery, 
and for his judicious manner of approaching the enemy 
in the Imperieuse, to which points the commendations 
expressed in my letter of the 14th of April related. 
For in fact, the success of the first part of the enter- 
prise, as I have before observed, arose from' the terror 
excited by the appearance of the fire-ships ; as they 
failed in the principal effect they were intended to pro- 
duce, and the blast of the explosion vessel, under his 
Lordship’s most immediate direction, did not take place 
by any means so near to the enemy’s ships as his Lord- 
ship had projected. The general effect, however, of the 
attack was so successful, that under that impression, I did 
not hesitate to express in my public letter, the degree 
of approbation which is therein marked, passing over 
circumstances not altogether satisfactory to me, and not 
ai that time necessary to be brought into public notice* 
3 e 3 
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u The court is now in possession of all the facts and cir- 
cumstances on which I rest my justification, and it re- 
mains to be considered how far they are affected by 
the evidence produced on the part of the prosecution. 
I have first to refer to the evidence of the second in 
command, and to that of the captains of two of the 
frigates engaged in the attack, viz. Rear Admiral 
Stopford, and captains Rodd and Wolfe. • These offi- 
cers, far from -supporting any part of the charge made 
against me, have distinctly denied there having been 
any neglect, delay, or deficiency in any part of my 
conduct in Basque Roads ; and 1 am persuaded, (hat 
had the prosecutor called all the other witnesses sum- 
moned on the trial, a corresponding testimony would 
have been given him by each of them. I have next 
to refer to the evidence of the log and-signal books of 
the fleet, on which the charge purports to be founded, 
and I must here beg to call your attention to the very 
unusual circumstance of there being already on your 
fable two log-books of the same ship (namely, thelra- 
perieuse), and materially differing from each other> 
one of them produced by the Master of the Imperieuse 
as the authentic public document of that ship, to the 
accuracy of which he has deposed, and the other ad- 
mitted by his Lordship to be a compilation by himself 
in London, from materials which are not produced to 
the Court. In addition to these circumstances, I have 
to lay- upon your labje a third paper, purporting to be 
also a log* book of the Imperieuse, but differing from 
the two already before you. This paper was delivered 
to me by Lord Cochrane in obedience to my order of 
the 12th of May last, to furnish me with a copy of the 
books of logs and signals of his Majesty’s ship Impe-* 
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rieuse\inder bis command, from the 1 1 ih to the 1 5th 
of April inclusive, and to this log the Court will find 
his Lofdship’s signature. The Court itself having so atr 
tentively inspected the Master's log, I need not point 
out the alterations evidently made therein, and it canr 
not fail to observe the variations in the other two logs. 

I must however remark, that among the deviations in 
these papers from the ship’s original log, the signal im- 
mediately in question, which is recorded in the latter to 
have been for u half the fleet,” stands in both these 
compilations as having been made for “ part of the 
fleet ,, only ; and of the two logs received from • 
Lord Cochrane, that only produced in Court by him- 
self recofda the circumstance of his having hailed the In- 
defatigable, and proposed to her a joint attack upon 
the enemy’s ship Ocean ; and I cannot help here re- 
minding the Court of the application made by the Mas- 
ter of the Imperieuse for access to the Indefatigable’s 
log. I beg leave to submit, whether documents form- 
ed some time after the events Ihey record took place, 
and so contrary to the practice of the navy, can be 
deemed authentic, or ought to be referred to, as, or in 
support of, evidence before this Court. I have no doubt 
the signal made by Lord Cochrane, on the morning of 
the 12th of April, which forms a part of the charge 
against me, will, combined with other subsequent sig- 
nals, appear to the Court dnprecedented and improper: 
of this his Lordship seems now to be aware, from the 
manner in \yhich he has expressed himself in his evi* 
idence, and that there may be no doubt of the signal 
book of the Caledonia, I must again call before you 
the signal officer, to shew, that the signal on the 1 3th 
April, said to have been observed by the Imperieuse, 
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* was never made by the Caledonia, and also that the 
signal of the 1 4th, recorded in the Caledonia’s log as 
made by the Imperieuse “ that if permitted to remain 
can destroy the enemy” is denied by Lord Cochrane 
ever to have been made. 

" I have yet to call the .attention of the Court to the 
plan drawn by Lord Cochrane of the position of the 
enemy’s ships, as they lay aground on the morning of 
4he Pith of April, and to that position marked upon 
the chart, verified by Mr. Stokes, the former laid 
down from uncertain data, the latter from angles mea- 
sured, and other observations made upon the spot. The 
difference between the two is too apparent to escape 
the notice of the Court, and the respective merits of 
these charts will not, I think, admit of a comparison. 
The accuracy attributed by Lord Cochrane to the 
French charts will, I doubt not, seem very extraordi- 
nary, after it shall be shewn in evidence that his Lord- 
ship has expressed a very opposite opinion. 

" It now only remains for me to examine in what 
manner Lord Cochrane has attempted by his unsupport- 
ed opinion to maintain the charge. This is to be col- 
lected from the long narrative evidence given by his 
Lordship. It cannot, I am sure, be deemed necessary for 
me, to follow him through the w hole of his evidence. 
In the course of his evidence. Lord Cochrane, alluding 
to the danger which would attend bis going to at- 
tack the ships at the mouth of the Charente, sajs, 
speaking of himself, “ A heavy, a very heav^ responsibi- 
lity would lie upon my shoulders in case of disasters, 
which in military operations are sometimes unavoidable ; 
if I had had my cable shot away, for instance, I might 
have been sunkj” yet, whilst on the one band his Lord^ 
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ship aeems to have been so sensible of (he weight of the 
responsibility imposed > 6pim bimaelf by the <com maud of 
a frigate, and p few small vessels, be appears on the 
other to have been unmindful of the far heavier degree 
of •responsibility attached to my .command, during 90 
'Complicated an undertaking. In alluding to the dan- 
gers, of which I must take this opportunity to mention, 
five furnaces for 'heating shot, which Lord Cochrane re- 
ported to me, having himself discovered when he went 
io to reconnoitre them, previous to the attack.— Loud 
C^fane states, that 74 gun-ships may go into an inner 
anchorage between ihe Buoyart Shoal and the BaJais 
at any lime of tide. He as^rii also that the tide fiscs 
only from ten to twelve fo^t. By the French jchart f 
which he has produced to confirm his deposition, h ap- 
pears that there is a barik to "pass over before ship8‘catt 
£el into that anchorage with from eighteen ’to twenty 
feed at low water. But by the charts of fhfe MfiJiter -df 
Che fleet and the Master of the 'Caledonia, Who bounded 
upon (he barik, it appears that there Is only from 'fif- 
teen to nineteen feet, and the bank full of knowls. Un- 
der these cirrum«tances, if Lord Cochrane's opinion 
be correct, relative to the rise and fall of the tide, no 
man in his senses would t-vnltire a 74 over it, even in 
the smoothest water, at less than two-fourfhs flood ; and 
therefore as to the refuge that this anchorage would af- 
ford a crippled ship, how little would the probability 
‘be that the opportunity cfF both tide and wind should 
offer for a crippled ship, at the moment in Which it was 
most wanted, to pass over the batik and get out of the 
reach of the bafteties ; bdt if I bad even previously 
"known as much of (his inner anchorage as I now do, 
1 would not, as the wind was at the time, hare donfe 
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otherwise than I did, am! if Lord Cochrane really knew, 
what he professed to know when he was in Aix Roads, 
it was a duty imperiously incumbent upon him to have 
communicated that information on the afternoon of the 
12th, to the Captains of the line-of-battle ships which 
he saw in so dangerous a situation, aground within point 
blank range of the batteries* 

44 Lord Cochrane has expressed an opinion, that two 
or three sail of the line sent in on the morning of the 
12th, might, by running up on the verge of the Buoy* 
art shoal, have passed to leeward of the two French* 
ships remaining at anchor. This 1 declare to have 
been absolutely impracticable, a* well from the raking 
fire of the two ships afloat, and of the upright one on 
shore, in our approach, and the fire of the batteries, as 
from the shoal water close under their lee. The testi- 
snony of Captain Rodd, the only witness examined on 
this point on the part of the prosecution, corroborates 
my opinion, which I have ho doubt will be fully sup- 
ported by the evidence of other competent witnesses 
J propose calling. 

“With respect to the force of the Aix batteries, I ap~ 
prehended what appeared to Lord Cochrane and to the 
Master of his ship, as ruins of the fort, were in fact 
materials for improving or increasing the works. In- 
deed can, it be natural to suppose that the enemy, who 
are so active in forming batteries wherever they can be 
useful, and whose engineers are considered to be equal 
to any, would of all movements cause the dismantling 
or blowing up of works, when they expected those works 
VvOuId be roost regarded, for it is very cerlain the ene- 
my was as fully apprized of our intentions of attacking 
their fleet, as my self , and it will perhaps be considered 


Digitized by Google 



OR, REGISTER OF NAVAL ACTION S, 355 

less likely (hat the eneipy should venture their defences 
on ihe Isle of d’Aix,. raised evidently for the protection 
of their fleet, when ^t (he same time they were endea- 
vouring to form others on the Buoyart shoa! as a further 
protection for it. Relative to the service that had 
been performed, and what might possibly still be fir>t 
attempted towards the destruction of the enemy’s ships. 
Lord Cochrane states a conversation to have passed be- 
tween his Lordship and myself, on his ret urn from Aix 
Roads, in which he represents me to have said " that 
if he threw blame, it would appear like arrogantly 
claiming all the merit to myself.” 1 however trust the 
Court will not conceive that the expression of blame, 
has any allusion to my conduct, for as I have before 
said. Lord Cochrane never expressed one syllable, 
from which I could form the most faint idea that he felt 
disappointeed at any thing resting with me. His 
Lordship’s allusion had reference only to the senior of- 
ficers who acted with him in Aix Roads, upon whom 
he generally cast blame, without giving the smallest in- 
timation, either by word ornoanner, that in his expressions 
of dissatisfaction he included his commander in chief. 
By the manner in which Lord Cochrane has expressed 
himself, it might, perhaps, be concluded that I had been 
desirous he should bear my dispatches to England, and 
after the caution he represents me to have given him, 
it might, if I had allowed this statement to past uncon- 
tradicted, be supposed by some that I proposed this as 
an inducement to secure Lord Cochrane’s silence ; 
whereas, when his Lordship recals the circumstances to 
jus mind, 'it will, I am sure, lead him to acknowledge 
that so far from pressing this service upon him, I in the 
first instance gave him to understand that Sir H. Neale, 
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the' Captain of the fleet, Wars’ to Bear my dlkpalchefc, and’ 
at wKicHLord Cochrane; I positively declare, expressed’ 
evident markrof dissatisfaction ; dhd it certainly wilt' 
appear to eveiy reflecting mindi that' my sending His 
JLordship to Erfgland With' orders to go to the Admiralty, 
betrayed no desire of concealment or apprehension of 
atiy representation Lord Cochrane might make of my 
conduct. Upon a genera! review' of the evidence' of 
Lord Cochrane, it will appear that his Lordship Has 
founded' his statement on the narrative log, compiled 1 
since his return to England, on the' French chart, and* 
on the position in which is placed in his own chart, the 
enemy’s several' ships, which remained at the anchorage 
on the morning of the 12th . When it is considered how 
essentially this log differ^ fVom the ship’s log, and both 
of them ftom the document Lord Cochrane has fhr- 
nisHed me with, I conceive not much credit can be 
given to either. With regard to the reliance to be 
placed on the French chart, I have already observed, 
that Lord Cochrane, declared before the attack, that it' 
was incorrect. With respect to the position of the 
enemy's ships inf the morning of the 12th’ April, after 
dispersion, it is so widely different from that in* which* 
they are placed in the chart which has been delivered 
in by the Master of 'i he fleet, that it is hardly to be sup- 
posed they relate to the same transaction. And it is 
very fair Here to remark the fact acknowledged by Lord 
Cochrane in his : evidence, that he erred' no less than 
four points of the compass in the report he madt ter me 
before ‘the attack, of* the direct iorr irr which the -French 
foe! was moored; in iwo lines flom the Fort* of Isle 
de Aix; Lord Cteijrahe' has thought fit to* represent 
thaklhe enemy V three grounded' shipf which escaped 
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from off the shoal of the Pallais, were lying so near to- 
gether as to give two of them, which be states to be 
keeling inwards, the appearance of their masts and r 
yards locked, this descriptioo of them is certainly well 
calculated to make a strong impression of their defence- 
less state, but whatever may have been their 'appear- 
ance to his Lordship, such is not the fact, for in rea- 
lity they were lying perfectly separate and clear of each 
other, as is shewn by the aforesaid mentioned chart, 
produced by fhe Master of the Caledonia, as will al*6 
be proved by evidence. Whatever their situation might 
have been with respect to proximity, I must here 
repeat they could never have been approached by oar 
ships within the reach of our shot, as Lord Cochrane has 
allowed in regard to the Tonnere, which was nearer to 
our attacking force than either of the three ships in 
question. It now only remains for me to request the 
attention o( the Court to some conclusions, which I 
think may be drawn from the whole of the statement 
I have submitted to the consideration of you. Sir, and 
the rest of the Members of this Honourable Court, 
and by which, with the additional evidence I have to 
adduce, it will 1 flatter myself distinctly appear, 1st. 
That during the time of this service, the most unwea- 
ried attention was applied by me to its main object, 
the destruction of the enemy's fleet. 2d. That in no 
part of the service was more zeal and exertion shown 
tfian during the whole of the 12th of April, when I 
had necessarily in view two objects, the destruction of 
the enemy's fleet, and also the preservation of that un- 
der my command ; for the extreme difficulties in ap- 
proaching an enemy closely surrounded by shoals, and 
strongly defended by batteries, rendered caution in my 
you. vi. 2 p 
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proceedings peculiarly necessary. 3d. That three out of 
the seven of the enemy’s ships aground on the Pal lais, 
were frdm (heir first being on shore totally out of the 
reach of ftheiguns of any ships of the fleet that might 
have been sent in, and that at no Hime whatever, either 
sooner or later, could -they hav* been attacked. 4th. 
Tfiat thedher four of the eleven ships, of which Ihe 
enemy’s fleet consisted, were never in a situation to 
be assailed after the five shipshad* failed in their object. 
These are the points on Which 1 rest my justifioation, 
trusting tbat it will appear to the Court, upon their re- 
view of any Whole case, that I did take the most effec- 
tual measures for destroying the enemy’s fleet ; that nei- 
ther neglect nor unnecessary delay took p!acein‘lhe exe- 
cution oft his service, on the contrary, that it was owing 
to the time chosen by me, for sendtrig a force in to make 
the attack, that the service was accomplished with so 
lifeiy inconsiderable a loss. Had I pursued any of the mea- 
sures deemed practicable and prOper'in Ihe judgment 
Of Lord Cochflane, I am firmly persuaded the suc- 
cess attending this atchieveraent, would have proved 
more dearly bought than any yet recorded <in our naval 
annals, and far from accomplishing ‘the ‘wishes* of my 
oountry, or the expectation^ of 'the Admiralty, must 
have disappointed both. f If such too were the founda- 
tion of bis Lordship’s prospects, it is just* they should 
vanish before the superior considerations attending a 
Service in Valuing the naval character, and most im- 
portant int*rests;of the nation. I conclude by observ- 
ing, ‘that the service actually performed has been of 
great importance, as well in* its immediate effects, as in 
its ultimate consequence/ for Hie* Brest fleet is s& reduced 
os to be nokmger eiFective. Itwe 4 nponthis fleet the 
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enerpy rested for the succour and protection of th^r 
West India colonies, and the destruction of their ships 
was effected ip their own harbour, in sight of thpo sands 
of the French ; and I congratulated myself and my cour-r 
try, that this important service Ms been effected, uryfat 
Providence, with the loss of 10 men killed, wounded, 
and 1 missing, and not even onfe of the smallest of an/ 
vessel employed has been disabled from proceeding on 
any service that might have hecome necessary. The 
extent of difficulties, and prospect of danger in this en- 
terprise were extreme, and the gallantry apd' determined 
spirit of those engaged most conspicuous* The$e ipe*- 
fits and those difficulties ought not to be depreciated* oh 
account qf the inconsiderable Ipss sustained 91) the 09* 
oasipo. I by no means seek to arroggte to nvy&eif any 
merit by thes* observations ; bpl I make l^em as a tear 
I'Ute of praise duo to tJpe zaalpus services of the brav# 
officers and men under my command, and with a viewy* 
of pointing out hpwjusjJy they are entitled txx the gra- 
titude of their country.” 

A very long examination' of witnesses ervmedp 
the result of which was, generally, that Lord Gambler 
had not been guilty of either neglect ©r delay ip tfoq 
execution of his duty, either at t^e time of, qr pjior (9 
the attack upon the enemy in AixUoadf. 

On the eighth day o.f the trial. Lord Gambler p re<* 
seated a paper to the C met, as follow* {Hr - . 

* 4 Mr. President, arrived at the determination of my 
defence, it remains for me to express my acknowledge* 
w>ents to fhft honourable Court for the patient attention 
-wvitk wtvich it has honoured me. The space of time 
comprehended in the charge, and more particularly the 
principal (I might say the only) witness o& the part of 
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‘the prosecution, have led me info a detail more diffuse 
'and extensive than I could have apprehended. 

u When I first entered this Court, it was with a mind 
•perfectly at rest as to the issue of my trial, confident of 
having exerted roysdf to the utmost for the honour and 
•advantage of my Iring and country. The result of 
this proceeding has confirmed me in this* state of mind. 

“ I now retire, committing to your protection my 
professional reputation and my honour, with full persua- 
sion that I shall receive at your hands ample retribu- 
tions for the aspersions on my character which have 
led us to this* enquiry ” 

The Court then acquainted Lord Gambier,- that his 
Lordship might take until to-morrow to consider whe- 
ther he should ofifer any further evidence. His Lord* 
ship made his acknowledgements for the indulgence, 
and the Court adjourned till Friday, the 4th of Au- 
gust. 

’ At 10 o'clock on Friday morning (the ninth day of 
the trial) the Court met, when the President, Sir Ro- 
ger Curtis, Barr* stated his having received a Letter 
from Lord Cochrane, purpotinghis wish to be examined 
bn Several points, particularly relating to the conversa- 
tion with Lord Gambier after the action. The Court 
did not think proper to acceed to his wish of being ex- 
amined, but agreed that the letter which he had written 
to the President, should be entered on the minutes, 
which was done, and is as' follows : — 

, t% August 14, 1809. 

u Sir-Having learnt from my brother officers, a re- 
port has gone abroad, that I censured, in general terms, 
the conduct of the officers employed in the Road of 
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Aix, on the 12lh of April, I wish to have an opportu- 
nity tp declare the truth, on oath, considering reports of 
that nature highly injurious to the service of our coun- 
try. I am also desirous to lay before the Court the or- 
ders given to the fire-ships for their guidance, as these 
will tend to elucidate and clear some of those who con- 
sider that blame has been imputed to them. 

“ I have the honour to be, &c\ 

“ Cochrane . 0 

u Admin&l Sir Roger Curtis t President .” 

The Court was then cleared, and, after the re-admis- 
sion of strangers, the following sentence was pro- 
nounced : — 

“ The Court agreed that the charge ' that Admiral 
the Right Honourable Lord Gambier, on the 12th of 
April, the enemy’s ships being then on fire, and the 
signal having been made that they could be destroyed# 
did, for a considerable lime, neglect or delay taking ef- 
fectual measures for destroying them/ had not been 
proved against the said Right Hon. Lord Gambier; 
but that his Lordship’s conduct on that occasion, as 
well as his general conduct and proceedings, as com- 
mander in chief of the channel fleet employed in Basque 
Roads, between the said 17lh day of March and the 
29lli day of April, 1809, was marked by zeal, judgment, 
and ability, and an anxious attention to the welfare of 
his Majesty’s service ; and did adjudge him to be 
most honourably ACQUITTED; and the said Ad- 
jniral, the Right Hon. Lord Gambier, is hereby most 
honourably acquitted accordingly.” 

Sir Roge Curtis then desired Lord Gambier’s sword 
to be handed to him, which he returned to his Lord- 
ship with the following address 
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u Admiral Lord Gambier, I have peculiar pleasure 
in reciting the command of the Court to return you 
your sword, in the fullest conviction that, as you have 
hitherto done, you will on all future occasions, use k 
for the honour and advantage of your country, and to 
your own personal honour. Having so far obeyed the 
command of the Court, I beg you will permit me, in 
my individual capacity, to express to you the high gra- 
tification I have updn this occasion." 

Lord Gambier answered 

“ I cannot sufficiently express the sense I feel of the 
the indulgence of the Court, and 1 beg to return thanks 
to you. Sir, for the obliging manner in which you have 
conveyed the sense of the Court." 

Preparations of a hostile nature having long been go- 
ing forward, both in France and Austria, war at length 
broke out between those powers. A series of battles 
took place, in most of which the French were decidedly 
victorious, and to crown the success of the campaign, 
fiuonaparte, after a short and ineffectual resistance, en- 
tered Vienna, the capital of the Austrian Empire, on 
the l2lh of May. After several weeks of inaction 
between the main French and Austrian armies, on the 
banks of the Danube, two sanguinary battles were 
fought, on the 5th and 6th of Jutie, which terminated 
in the retreat of the Archduke Charles to the Bohe- 
mian frontier. It was at first believed, t hat his retreat 
bad been effected in good order, that the French 
had suffered, at least equally, and that from the loss 
which the enemy had sustained, they were unable to 
pursue. On the 10th of the month, however, the rcat 
of the Austrian army was overtaken, and in the .midst 
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of an engagement which ensued on the lllh. Prince 
John of Lichtenstein, arrived at the out-posts of the 
French army with proposals for an armistice. Buona- 
parte immediately ordered the firing to cease, and on the 
following rooming, a suspension of arms, for a month, 
with fifteen days notice of the intended recommence- 
ment of hostilities, was agreed to. 

With the view of forming an important' diversion in 
favour of Austria, of harassing the enemy upon his own 
shores, and of atchieving a conquest that might be ser- 
viceable to Britain, an expedition of immense magni- 
tude was fitted out. Of this expedition, which sailed 
from the Downs, in four divisions, on the 27th of July, 
the Earl of Chatham was the military commander in 
chief, and Sir Richard Keats and Sir Richard Slrachan 
the naval commanders. The number of troops, sea- 
men, and marines, employed on this occasion, was about 
80,000. 

It will be. seen by the following statement, that the 
expedition was, in the first instance, originally destined 
to act against the islands of Walcheren and Cadsand, 
at the moush of the Schelt, the ports of which, since 
Buonaparte has annexed Walcheren to France, have 
been the chief nursery.of the French navy: — 

“ The operations will commence by landing the nu- 
merous gun-boats on board the fleet, either in the West 
Put, at the entrance of the Schelt, or Sluys Roads, com- 
prehending the coast of Cadsand (according as the wea- 
ther may prove), where the men of war are to anchor. 
The immediate intention is to embark on boaid the 
boats the troops destined for the main attack of the is- 
land of Walcheren, in the West Put, and most judici- 
ous precautions have been projected to prevent the 
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enemy’s gun- boats from annoying them. The first at- 
tack, however, will be made upon Cadsand, and South 
Beveland wjli immediately after be assailed. The pos- 
session of the former being necessary to the future oper- 
ations, it is to be attacked by the whole of a strong 
brigade, led on by the gallant Marquis of Huntiy, and 
this brigade, if necessary, is to be joined by another, 
as nearly the whole of the brigades of the right wing 
will at this juncture be in Wieiing Channel. Schowen, 
Dayveland, and North Beveland, will at the same time 
be attacked^ and in this enterprize the brigade of 
guards will be employed. In the van squadron will 
be embarked the brigade of General Hope, which is 
destined either for Domburgh, or the Veer Gat, as cir- 
cumstances may deem expedient ; and the brigade will 
also have a view' to the service of Tengoes, on South 
Beveland. One of the brigades is to be held in readi- 
ness to land below the Nolle battery, in the event of 
the enemy's sending great force to Zouthland to repel 
our force, by which means his retreat to Flushing may 
be cut off. The principal attack upon the island of Wal- 
cheren is to be made by the Portsmouth division, com- 
manded by General Coote, and a brigade is to be a!- 
loted for a service of demonstration. The rowing boats 
to a great amount are to precede the flat boats, and 
when they are within reach of grape from the shore, 
they are to open upon the enemy, drawing off in equal 
divisions to the right and left, making room for the 
flat boats to push inland covering them, till the field- 
artillery is ready to move forward. The bombs to take 
certain stations, and to be ready to commence a bomb- 
bardment when directed/' 

The most material deviation from the above plan 
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tv as, that (he island of Cadsahd was not attacked; a 
circumstance which enabled (he enemy to derive consi- 
derable reinforcements from thence, and thus to protract 
the surrender of Middleburgh and Flushing. 

An idea of the preliminary operations of the expedi- 
tion, may best be formed by perusing the following ex- 
tracts of letters from ' Sir Richard Strachan and Lord 
Chatham. The first from Sir Richard Strachan, dated on 
board the Venerable, off the Veer Gat, is as follows:— 

“ Sir— You have been already acquainted that I had 
hoisted my flag in the Amethyst, and that it was my in- 
tention to have preceded the expedition, in company 
with the Venerable, on board which ship Lord Chat- 
ham had embarked ; but finding the public service 
might suffer from the commanders in chief being sepa- 
rated, I therefore shifted to the Venerable, and sailed 
from the Downs at day-light on the 28 lh ult.— I have 
now to acquaint you, for their Lordships information, 
of my arrival on the evening of that day in the Slope 
Deep;?, with the Amethyst and several smaller ves- 
sels, where I was joined by the Fisgard, Captain Bol- 
ton, who had with great judgment placed vessels 
the various shoals off this coast. After dusk, Lieu- 
tenant Groves of this ship, with some skilful pilots in 
deal boats, were dispached to sound the Roompot 
channel, and to station vessels at its entrance.— Early 
next morning, the division of Lieutenant-General Sir 
John Hope, conducted by Captain Bathurst in the Sal- 
sette, joined me, as did also Rear Admiral Sir Richard 
Kcates, ir\ the Superb. This zealous officer had the com- 
mand of the blockading squadron^ off the entrance of 
the Schell, but observing the armament pass, he, with 
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bis usual promptitude* left the squadron under the or- 
ders of Lord Gardner, and resumed the charge of Sir 
John Hope’s division ; 1 therefore, directed the Rear- 
Admiral to shift his flag to the Saisetie, ami ta proceed 
it} the RooidpoL — The entrance to- that ohannei is very 
narrow, and as I was aware of Sir Home Popham's 
local knowledge of the insular navigation before me, I 
entrusted to that officer the service of leading Sir 
Richard Keats’s division in, and which he did with 
great skill in the Sabrina, Captain Kittoe ^ the whole 
were anchored in safety, opposite Zeerickzee, situated 
between the islands of Schowen and North Beveland^ 
— That afternoon Rear-Admiral Otway, with the left 
wing of the army, under Sir Eyre Coote, joined me To 
the Stope Deeps, bat it blew too fresh to have any 
communication. 

“ On the morning of the 30lh, Sir Home Popham 
returned with a letter from Sir Richard fceales, ac- 
quainting me that the division, under his charge were all 
safely anchored ; and I was likewise informed that 
there was sufficient space in the Roompoi to contain 
all the ships, to which anchorage Sir Home Poroham 
undertook to conduct them ; and as it blew fresh, with 
all the appearance of an approaching gale, the squadron 
i was instantly got under sail, and led in by the Vene- 
rable, when they all came to in safety off* the Veer 
‘Ga^ — As soon as the ships were secured, measures 
were instantly taken to prepare to land ih^ army on the 
Island of Walcheren. I did not wait for the gun-boats 
coming, but ordered those who happened to be near the 
Venerable, together with the mortar brigs, to push in 
shore to cover the landing, and to force the Derhaafc 
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JBaitery. — At half-past four the boats pat off under the 
direction of Lord Atnelius Beauclerc, of the Royal Oak, 
and Captain Cockburn, of the Belleisle, and the troops 
were landed in excellent order without opposition ; the 
firing from the mortar and gun-vessels having driven the' 
enemy completely from the Derbaak Battery. 

'^Having thus accomplished this first object, I lost no 
time in directing tbeibombs and gun-vessels to proceed 
up4he Veer Gat, off'Camvere, and having given Sir 
Home Popham, who at the request of Lord Chatham 
had remained onshore with his Lordship, permission io 
employ them as the service might require, he the next 
morning began to cannonade Camvere, which had been 
summoned, but held out. The fire of the gun*boats 
was exceedingly well 'directed, and did much damage 
to the town. The officers and crews engaged in that 
service, had a great claim to roy admiration for their 
conduct. Three of our gun-boats were sunk. In the 
Afternoon it 'blew fresh, and as the strength of the tide 
prevented the -bombs - from acting, I directed the flotilla 
to fall back, preserving a menacing position. At night. 
Captain Richard of the Cas9ar, who was in the Dtyke 
onshore, threw some rockets at the nearest battery of 
Camvere, and soon after the Commanding officer of the 
town sent out an offer to surrender. The army 
tender Sir John Hope landed at South Beveland 
•n the 1st of this month, and by a letter from Sir 
Richard Keates, of yesterday's date, I find the whole 
of the Island is in our possession : the enemy's ships are 
all above. Li Jlo, and' those most advanced,- as high up 
as Antwerp. We' are getting our flotilla through the 
Slough into the Western Scheldt to prevent succqur* 
beiog thrown toto Flushing by the Canal of Ghent.” 
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The succeeding extract, dated Head Quarters, Mid- 
dleburgh, August 2, is from the Earl of Chatham, ad* 
dressed to Lord Castlereagh 

« My Lord, 

« I have the honour of acquainting your Lordship, 
that having sailed from the Downs early in the morning 
of the 2Sth ult. with Rear-Admiral Sir Richard Strachan, 
in his Majesty’s ship Venerable,! we arrived in the even- 
ing, and anchored in East Capelle Roads, and were 
joined on the following morning by the division of the 
army under Lieutenant-General Sir John Hope. It 
blew in the course of that day a fresh gale from the 
westward, which created a heavy swell, and the small 
craft being much exposed, it was detegmined> to seek 
shelter for them in the anchorage of the Roorapot, 
where Lieutenant General Sir John Hope’s division was 
also directed to proceed, in order to possess such points 
as might be necessary to secure the anchorage ; as well 
as with a view to future operations up the Blast Scheldt. 
The left wing of the army under Lieutenant-General 
Sir Eyre Coote, particularly destined for the operation 
against Walcheren, arrived on the 29th and morning of 
the 30th, but the wind continuing to blow fresh from 
the westward, and occasioning a great surf on the beach, 
both on the side of Zoutland, as well as near Doroburg* 
it became expedient, in order to effect a landing, to 
carry the whole fleet through the narrow and difficult 
passage into Veer Gat, hitherto considered impracti- 
cable for large ships, which being successfully accom- 
plished, and the necessary preparations for debarkation 
being completed, I have the satisfaction of acquainting 
your Lordship, that the. troops landed on the Brce 
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Sand, about a mile to the westward of Port der Flaak, 
without opposition, when a position was taken op for 
the flight on the Sand Hills, with East Capelle in 
front. Lieutenant-General Fraser was detached imme- 
diately to the left against Fort der Haak and Ter Vere, 
the former of which on his approach was evacuated by 
the enemy, but the town of Vere, which was strong in 
its defences, and had a garrison of about 000 men, held 
out till yesterday morning, notwithstanding the heavy 
and well-directed fire of the bomb-vessels and gun-boats 
during the preceding day, and until the place was closely 
invested.— Early on the morning of the 3 1st, a Depu- 
tation from Middleburgh, from whence the garrison had 
been withdrawn into Flushing, havinf arrived in camp, 
terms of capitulation were agreed upon, copies of 
which I have the honour herewith to enclose, as well 
as that of the garrison of Ter Vere ; and Ihedivisions of 
the army, under the orders of Lieutenant-General 
Lord Paget, and Major-General Graham, moved for- 
ward, and took up a position with the right to Malis- 
kirke, the centre at Gryperskirke, and left to St.Lau- 
rens. On the mprning of the lst'instant, the troops ad- 
vanced to the investment ofFlushing, which operation 
was warmly contested by the enemy. In this move- 
ment he was driven by Major General Graham’s divi- 
sion on the right, from the batteries of the Dykeshook, 
the Vygeser, and the Nole, while Brigadier-Genera! 
Houston’s brigade forced the enemy posted oo the road 
from Middleburgh to retire, with the loss of four guns 
and many killed and wounded. Lieutenant-General 
Lord Paget’s division also drove in the posts of the 
enemy, and took up his position at West Zouberg. 

" I cannot conclude without expressing in the- 
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strongest terms, my admiration* of the distinguished 
ability with which the fleet was conducted through 
the passage into the Veie Gat, nor can the advantages 
resulting from the suc cess of this operation be too highly 
estimated, as by it we were not only enabled to effect 
a disembarkation, ‘ which, in.the then state of the wind, 
was impracticable in any other quarter, but also that 
the enemy, probably relying on the difliculty of the 
navigation, was less, prepared for resistance. I must 
also warmly acknowledge the great assistance the ser- 
vice has derived from the zealous exertions of the 
officers of the navy, and of the seamen employed in 
draVing a considerable proportion of the artillery 
through a heavy sand, and, without whose aid, the 
advance of the army must necessarily have been sus- 
pended, the strength of the tide rendering the landing 
of the horses for a time extremely difficult.” 

About the same time as the above, the reserve of 
the army effected its landing on South Beveland, and a 
detachment occupied the town of Goes. 

The following are the articles of capitulation, agree- 
ably to which the town of Middlebucgh surrendered : — 

Art. I. Security to be granted to every person, pub- 
lic Functionaries, private persons, citizens, and inha- 
bitants, whatever their political opinions may have beeik 
of now are. — Answer. Granted, provided they con- 
duct themselves as peaceable Citizens, and conform to 
such regulations as will be hereafter established by the 
authority of the British Government. 

Art. Ii. Protection to all property without excep- 
tion whatsoever. — Answer. Granted, as far as relates 
to private property ; all public property is to be ac- 
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counted for to, such Commissioners as will be named 
by the General commanding his Britannic Majesty's 
forces. 

Art. III. The armed citizens or other inhabitants 
who may have taken up arms, or done military duty 
to maintain public tranquility, to be protected in their 
persons and properly, and permitted to return to their 
dwellings.— Answer. Granted, upon condition that their 
arms are given to such persons. as will be duly authorised 
to receive them. 

Art. IV. Public Functionaries and their families to 
be permitted, if they desire it, to return to any other 
part of the Kingdom of Holland. 

Art. V. Inhabitants who are absent from their houses, 
to be permitted to return with their property. — Answer. 
Granted, subject to the restriction specified in the first 
Article. 

Art. VI. The troops to # be quartered in barracks.— 
Answer. This must be determined according to cir- 
cumstances ; but every care Will be taken to render the 
quartering as 'little burdensome to the inhabitants At 
possible. 

Art. VII. Should any misunderstanding take plate 
relating to the foregoing Articles, they will be ex- 
plained in favour of the town and inhabitants. — An- 
swer. Granted. 

VIII. The above Article to be also extended to all 
parts of this department which may not have obtained 
equally favourable terms. — Answer. This Article to 
apply in the present instance to the town of Middle- 
burgh alone, but ho difficulty will be made to gtaht 
the same advantageous terms to any town that will sur- 
render in like manner without opposition# 

' 2 # 2 
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rison, as ft wan previously settled, at dne P.M. on the 
13th, and the fire was returned with gTeat rigour bjr 
the enemy. 

" The bombs ard gun-vessefs under the direction of 
Captain Cockburh, of the Belleisle/ were most judi- 
ciously placed at the south-east end of the town ? and 
lo the south-west,’ Captain Owen, of the Clyde, had, 
with equal skill and judgment, placed th« bomb sod 
Other vessels under bis orders* 1 had much satisfaction 
ht witnessing the tire that was kept op by the squadrons 
under the command of these two officers; and the pre- 
cron with which the shells were thrown frem t He bomba* 
Unfortunately, the' wind was too scant to allow meld 
weigh when the batteries opened, hut it proving mom 
fhvourable the following day, 1 immediately pot that 
intention into execution, and at ten in the forenoon of 
the 14th, proceeded with the ships already warned, 
towards Flushing, meaning to pass to a more conve- 
nient anchorage for placing the squadron against it. 
When such a measure should appear to be necessary* 

w This squadron was led in by the St. Domingo, 
bearing my flag, and 1 was followed by the Blake, 
with the flag of Rear-Admiral Lord Gardner ; the 
other ships advanced in succession. Soon alter we had 
opened oar Are, the wind came more southerly, and 
the St. Domingo grounded inside of the Dog Sand, 
Lord Gardner, not knowing our situation passed inside 
jd If us, by whfeh the Blake also grounded. The other 
ships were immediateljr directed to haul etf, and anchor 

as previously intended. 

After being some time in this situation, during 
which the enemy's tire slackened, the active and 
zealous exertions of Captaig Otjen, of the Clyde, who* 
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elate to Oar ^assistance, and anchored close to the St. 
Domingo ; she was got off, and soon after 1 had the 
satisfaction ef seeing the Blake also afloat, and come to 
anchor with the rest of the squadron. ' 

" The fire of the enemy, towards the evening, had 
considerably abated ; the town was burning in many 
places, and much damage was done to the houses. , At 
seven o'clock 1 received a message from Lieutenant 
Genera! Sir Eyre Coote, requesting I Would cease hosti- 
lities, as a summons had been sent into Flushing ; but 
at night the fire again commenced, and was kept up 
without intermission until two o'clock of the morning 
of the 15th, when the French commandent. General 
^ Monnet, offered to surrender. This was communicated 
to me by the Lieutenant General, and in consequence 
I directed the flag of truce 1 to be hoisted at day-Hght on 
board his Majesty’s ships, and that hostilities should 
cease. 

" The Lieutenant General having aUo intimated hbt 
wish, that two commissioners should be sent on the part 
of the navy, to assist in the proposed capitulation, 1 ac- 
cordingly nominated Lord Gardner to facet Sir Eyre Coote 
at South Zouburg, and to take with him Captain Crick* 
burn, to act in junction with the officers on the part of 
the army. Shortly after I received a message from the 
Earl of Chatham, requesting tb see me art Zouburg. On 
my arrival there, I found his LcinLhip bud selected Cob 
Long, Adjutant General of the afrmy, and Capt. Cock* 
burn, to be the commissioners for settling the terms •# 
capitulation, which were finally concluded late in the 
evening of the *5tb - 

1 I have the honour to he, fire. 

’ “ H. J. SruACtUK i; 

S 
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'* Ammm *f troop sin the ganiu of Fiu&itg, on tkf 17 A, | f 
' Auguti h8t)9. . ‘ v . 

“ 200 Otticrf^ 4965 rank and file, 618, sick and 
wounded. Total, 5805. 

V Return of killed and •wounded on board the Flotilla at the 
attack of Flushing, from the tith qf August until the 1 btk 
j<dl'*WMg. ! 

Blak~, (gun-boaf. No. 67) I killed, 4 wounded. Sals 
Josef, (gun-boat, No. 67) 4 wounded — San Domingo, 
(gun-boat. No. 67) I wounded.— Oi ion, (gun-boat) 
No, 2 ) b killed.— i\]onarch, '^un boat, No. 19) 4 
wou,nded. — Resolution, (gun-boat, No. 27) I wounded. 
-^Impet^ex, (gun-boat. No. 68 ) 1 killed.— Impefeux t 
(^gun-boat, No. .62) ) killed, 3 wounde(!*-Marlbo- 
r 4 >Ugh, No 62 ) I killed.— Royal Sovereign 

yajeb* (Etna, bomb) I woundvd.- Hero, (ship’s launch) 

1 killed, 2 wounded.— Resolution, (armed transport 
Arid) I kdlod,, 2 wounded. Total, 7 killed, 32 
^0Un4»d h , r „ 

...I 

“ iJames qf the Officers, killed and wounded. 
Marlborough, Lieut. Rennie, killed. 

San* Joseph* Lieut. Russell, and Mr. Burnside, Surgeon, 
•lightly ^wounded.” . \ 

The garrispfi of Flushing were delivered prisoners of 
\far, end ordered to England, till regularly exchanged* 
The rest of the articles of capitulation were nearly t bo 
game a* those of Middleburgb* „ 
j The * hole island ol Walcheren being now at thedispo* 
sal of the British, it wa< generally expected at home that 
the ulterior objects of the expedition would be immedi- 
ately prouder). (The if si of these supposed objects was 
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the destruclioa of the enemy V fleet, with the docks 
and arsenals at Antwerp. Unfortunately, however, in 
consequence of the time which had been lost in the 
reduction of Flushing, and subsequently to that period 
the enemy had taken such measures of defence, that it 
was deemed imprudent to attempt any thing farther ; 
and it was with no slight feelings of indignation and 
disgust that the public perused the following state- 
ment of the Earl of Chatham's, dated Head Quarters, 
Bathz, August 2$, in the. London Gazette : — 

“ I had the honour in my last dispatch of acquaint? 
ing your Lordship with my intention of proceeding to 
this place, and I should have been most happy to have 
been enabled to announce to your Lordship the further 
progress of this army. Unfortunately however, it ber 
comes my duty to state to your Lordship that, from the 
concurrent testimony from so many quarters as to leave 
no doubt of the truth of the information ; the enemy ap- 
pears to have collected so formidable a force as to con* 
vince me that the period was arrived, at which my in- 
structions would have directed me to witlidraw the 
army under my command, even if engaged in actual 
operation. 

“ I. had certainly early understood, on my arrival at 
Walcheren, that the enemy were assembling in consi- 
derable force on all points ; but I was unwilling to give 
too much credit to these reports, and I was determined 
to persevere until I was satisfied, upon the fullest infor- 
mation, that all further attempts would be unavail- 
able. 

“ The ytmost force (and that daily decreasing) that 
I could have brought into the field, after providing for 
the occupation of Walcheren and South Beveland* 
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would have amounted to about 23,000 infantry and 
2000 cavalry. Your Lordship must at once see, even 
if the enemy's forces had been less numerous than repre- 
sented, after the necessary detachments to observe the 
garrisons of Bergen-op-Zoom and Breda, and securing 
our communications, how very inadequate a force must 
have remained tor operations against Lillo and Leisken- 
theeik, and unlimately against Antwerp, which town, 
so far from being in the state which had been reported, 
is, from very correct accounts, represennted to be in a 
complete state of defence ; and the enemy's ships have 
been brought up, and placed in security, under the guns 
•f the citadel. 

" Under these circumstances, however mbrfify mg tome 
to see the progress arrested of an army, from whose 
good conduct and valour I have bad ever) thing to hope, 
i feel that my duty left me no other course than to 
dose my operations here ; and that it will always be a 
satisfaction to me to think that I have not been induced 
lightly to commit the safety of the arriny confided to 
me, or the reputation pf his Majesty’s arms. Il was an 
additional satisfaction to me to find that the unanimous 
opinions of the Lieutenant Generals of the army, whom 
I thought it right to consult, more out of respect to 
them than that I thought a doubt could be entertained 
on the subject, concurred entirely in the sentiments I 
have submitted to your Lordship. 

“ I am concerned to say, that that the effect of fbe 
climate at this unhealthy period of the year, is felt most 
seriously, and that the numbers of sick already is little 
short of three thousand men. 

*• It is my intention to withdraw gradually from th$ 
advanced position in this island, and sending into WaJ* 
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ehercn such an additional foice as may be necessary (o 
secure that important possession, to embark the remain- 
der of. the troops, and 10 hold them in readiness, lo 
avail his Majesty's further commands, which I shall 
most anxiously expect." 

The mutilate dispatch of Sir Richard Sfrachan, to 
the Secretary of the Admiralty, which appeared in the 
same Gazelle with the above, excited considerable cu- 
riosity and attention, as it appeared incontestibly to 
prove that the opinion of the naval commander had net 
entirely coincided wjth that of Earl Chatham, In fact, 
it very plainly indicated, that if it had rested with Sir 
Richard Strachan, a bold effoit would have been made 
lo accomplish the maritime objects of the expedition. 
This document, which may be regarded as a curiosity 
in naval history, is as follows 

“ I have dow to acquaint you, for their Lordship’s 
information, that the flat boats of every description of 
vessels being asssembled, and every necessary arrange- 
ment made on the part of the navy, for landing the 
army near Sant fleet, on ll>e beach which hac) been pre- 
viously reconnoitered, and not hearing from the Earl of 
Chatham respecting his intentions, I communicated with 
his Lordship on the 24th instant, and on the following 
day I found his Lordship had not come to a determi- 
nation, on account of the increased force of the enemy^ 
and the army getting sickly, and that he had sent for 
the Generals to consult; I therefore, on the morn- 
ing of the 26th, wrote to his Lordship, and I soon a£» 
ter went on shore to the meeting of the Lieutenant 
Generals of the army, taking with me Rear Admiral Sir 
Richard Keats, I found them decidedly of opinion that 
no operation could be taken against Antwerp, with 
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any prospect of success, at this advanced season of the 
year, and the enemy increasing in strength, and our 
ow n forces diminished by sickness ; and as the taking of 
Lillo and Liefkenshoeik would not ensure our obtaining 
the ultimate object of the Expedition, without Antwerp 
being reduced, and the country near these fortresses 
being inundafed ; it was also their decided opinion, 
that the army ought not to make any attempt on them. 

1 had already, in the most unqualified manner, offered 
every naval assistance to reduce these fortresses, and 
also in aid of every other operation of the army. Con- 
ceiving the subject of the deliberations of the Generals 
perfectly military, I withdrew with Sir Richard Keats. 
The ships of the enemy, which were above the town of 
Antwerp about five miles, have come down, and are 
now extended along the river face of it, except two 
of the line lower down, in the reach above Lief kenshoeik ; 
and four frigates went to Lillo. An immense number of 
small gun-boats are on the boom ; behind them a crescent 
of sixy gun and mortar brigs. The battery between Lillo 
and Fredrck Hendrick is finished ; it has ten guns. The 
enemy has been driven from that which he was con- 
structing on the Doel side with loss, by the fire of our 
bombs and gun-vessels.” 

Lord Chatham and his staff, with a considerable num- 
ber of troops, returned to England in the course of 
September ; a garrison having been left in Walcheren, 
supposed to be adequate to the retention of that island. 
The humidity of the climate however, aided, perhaps, 
by the intemperance of the men, occasioned a fever 
and dysentry, which placed nearly two-thirds of the 
garrison upon the sick list, and* committed dreadful ra- 
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vages on the lives and health of the army. The un- 
healthiness of these islands is indeed so notorious, that, 
under the old Dutch Government, the regiments destined 
for their defence were relieved every month ; and the 
favourite regimenls- were exempted from the duty alto- 
gether. France, since she has had possession of the' 
Zealand Isles, is said to have lost 1700 men in a jear, 
hy the badness of the climate. Fortunately, however 
*J the weather grew cooler the disease abated. 

The Venerable, which both s carried out and brought 
home*' Lord Chatham, on her return from the latter ser- 
vice,, met with an accident which had nearly terminated 
her career for ever. The following account of this ac- 
cident, dated Deal, October 10, I80t>, is related by an 
eye-witness:-— , 

On the 29th ult. at day-light, the Venerable 
from the Do wn? for her station off Flushing (after hav- 
*|ig landed Lord Obatbamand,his Staff,) on the evening 
of the same day, s tanding through the Dourio passage, 
the weather very dark, with a thick misty rain, all at 
gnce she was found to shoal her water to five fathoms, 
which put (lie pilot, who bad charge of the ship, quite 
out of his reckoning, and he declared his ignorance .of 
the ship s place, Captain', King immediately, ordered 

the best bower anchor to be let go . at this time the 
-wind, freshened, and breakers were seen close jo the 
abip. The. ship having way, the anchor was scarcely, 
ta the ground- before she parted ; the small bower was 
then, let go, which parted ; she, then struck : the first 
, shock carried- away the rudder; finding her striking 
■my heavy- and making water in the hold very fast.the 

, VOL, vi. 2 h 4 
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main and mizen mast was ordered to be cut awa y. t the 
guns and provisions thrown overboard, in order to 
lighten the >hip; the water at this time burst the spirit- 
room hatches open, and filled the orlop deck ; every 
signal was made for assistance ; but the breakers which 
surrounded the ship, and the darkness of the night, pre- 
vented any vessel coming near her. She now began to 
settle, and was by most given up for lost. Having a 
great many women and children on board (soldiers' 
wives,) Captain King ordered the boats to be lowered, 
v and to make every possible effort to Save their lives. 
The dawn of morning breaking, the land was discovered. 
Captain King immediately ordered the boats with the 
womep to make for the shore, which, I am happy to 
say,, they reached safe. Whilst the crew were employed 
in getting a sail under the ship’s bottom, and working 
at the pumps, nothing but the cool and persevering 
conduct of the commander could have saved her. It 
was in this perilous crisis the worth of a brave sailor 
was to be seen ; and never did men behave with more 
firmness and obedience. The Lady of Captain Codring- 
ton, accompanied by a Miss Streach, was on board ; a 
greater instance of female fortitude was not to be found. 
The Venerable is now in the basin at -Flushing, to slop 
her leaks, and is ordered to the Nore, when most pro- 
bably she will proceed to Chatham to be docked." 

The failure of the expedition to Holland has not, at 
Was expected, led to any effectual inquiry into the 
causes which produced it. It seems certain, however* 
that if the army had proceeded straight to Antwerp* 
leaving a sufficient fleet to cut off the communication 
between Walcheren and the neighbouring ifles, they 
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must have accomplished their object, as there was no 
force collected in the low countries, at that period, of 
sufficient, strength to oppose them. 

It is equally certain, that, had the real state of Fiush- 
* iog'heen known, the town might have been reduced in 
a few hours, as the garrison, on the first hading of onr 
troops, did not exceed fifteen hundred men; and the 
fortifications were miserably defective. But, the fac^ 
is, that the government had no .information to give the 
commander ; and whatlRlle lie actually received from 
them proved erroneous ! It appears to be determined 
that the Island of Walcheren shall be retained; but 
weTear its retention will cost the country dear. 

We should suppose, that our object would be better 
attained by destroying the harbour of flushing, so as to 
render it useless for naval purposes; and, by obstructing 
the navigation of the Scheldt, by sinking a number of 
tlve old hulks laden with stones. If this could be ef- 
fected, and vve understand it is practicable, the enemy . 
could derive but little advantage} from the possession of 
Antwerp ; since it would be of no use to build ships , 
without any passage open* to the ocean.. While, how- 
ever, the public deplore the partial failure qf the expe- 
dition, they should not forgqt that the possession of * 
Flashing, and the capture and destruction of a garrison of 
nine thousand men, were atchievements of no little iir. 
portance. We should not, because we have not ob- 
tained ail that , we wished, undervalue what we have 
obtained. 

Nearly about the same time, or rather before the 
Walcheren pxpedition commenced, a descent was made 
upon the coast of Italy, by an English force, also with a 
2 h 2 
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view-of creating a diversion in favour of Austria* By 
this effort, made by Admiral Martin and General Sir J. 
Stuart in conjunction, the islands of Ischia and Procidia. 
were compelled to surrender to # his Sicilian Majesty. 
Sir J. Stuart, in his dispatches of July 5, thus relates 
the proceedings at Ischia : — 

“ The first measure that suggested itself to our con- 
templation, was a menace upon the kingdom and the 
capital of Naples, and th? army, as j within detailed, 
being ^embarked, we sailed under; convoy of his Ma- 
Ksty-s ships CanOp os; Spartiatfc, Warrior, and some 
frigates and smaller vessels, on the 1 ltb of last month, 
leaving orders to the division of 1 bis Sicilian Majesty 's - 
troops, which had' been placed under my conduct* and 
were waiting my instructions at Palermo, under the 
command of Lieutenant General de Bourcard* to pro- 
ceed Id a given rendezvous; His Royal Highness 
Prince Leopold, I found at our subsequent junction, had 
embarked with his division. Our appearance oiT the. 
C(Ast<0f Gatabria; which we« readied on the morning 
oMher I3tty had the' effect ^ofiftdaoing the; body of th •/ 
enemy stationed * its that province; to abandon, for tbb- 
purposes' of immediate boncentrationr; tho greaterpart 
of their posts ak>ng the shore, when those upon th# 
line opposite Messina were seized and disarmed by a 
corps under Lieutenant Colonel Smith, who had bee«’ 

detached from the fleer immediately after our sailing 
frttifr MtILzzo, with provisionary orders' for that pur- 
pose. . 

“ Major General Mackenzie, who had sailed with me, 
as designed to bear a part in this expedition, returned 
also at my request about this period J for the genera 
superintendence of these services; ks well as to hold the* 
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general command in Sicily, which becomes a charge so 
important during the term of our present operations. 

“ On the 24th ultimo Ihe.advanced division of the 
British and Sicilian fleet, namely that which contained 
the British troops, anchored off Cape Miseno in the 
vicinity of Baia, when our preparations were imme- 
diately made for a debarkation upon the Island of Ischia ; 
and the necessary arrangements and dispositions of boats 
being intrusted by the Admiral to Sir Francis Laforey, 
a descent was forced on the following morning by the 
troops commanded by Major-General Mac Farlane, un- 
der the immediate fire of his Majesty’s ships War- 
rior and Success, aided by the British and Sicilian gun- 
boats, in the face of a formidable chain of batteries, 
with which every accessible part of the shore was per- 
fectly fortified. These were turned and successively 
abandoned, as our troops gained their footing. 

« About 250 or 300 men of the 1st Legere, in the 
first instance, fell into our hands. General Colonna 
who commanded, retired with his principal force into 
the castle, where he rejected a summons from Major- 
General Mac-Farlane, and held out until the 30th ulf. 
when a breaching battery having been erected against 
his works, he surrendered upon terms of capitulation. 
As it -was conjectured by the Admiral and myself that 
the success and promptitude with which the landing 
upon Ischia was effected, might probably operate an in- 
fluence upon the adjacent garrison of Procidia, a sum- 
mons was immediately sent to the Commandant thereof, 
who, in the course of the day, submitted to our proposed 
terms ; an event which contributed most fortunately 
to the almost entire capture or destruction of a large 
flotilla of about forty heavy gun- boats, which attempted 
2a 3 
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their passage during the night and following mormng to 
Naples from Gaeta, and expected to find protection, as 
well as co-operation, under the artillery of the fortress, 
in their passage through the narrow strait that separates 
the Island from the Main. This important service was 
executed by Captain Staines, of his Majesty's ship Cy- 
ane, assisted by the Espoir sloop, and the British and 
Sicilian gun-boats. It is with regret I add/ that in a 
subsequent intrepid attack upon the frigate and corvette 
of the enemy in the Bay, the above gallant officer has 
received a wound, which must for some time deprive 
the service of his assistance. 

The amount of prisoners who have fallen into our 
hands already exceeds 1500 regular troops, exclusive of 
their killed and wounded, both of military and marine, 
in different partial encounters, which we have reason to 
think are considerable. Among the prisoners are a 
General of Brigade, two Colonels, and upwards of 70 
officers of progressive ranks. Nearly 100 pieces of 
ordnance, with their corresponding stores, have also 
become our capture. It is with much greater satisfac- 
tion, however, my Lord, than any that can be derived 
from these local or momentary advantages, that I con- 
template our success in the material and important ob- 
ject of diversion for which this expedition was designed. 
A considerable body of troops which had been recently 
detached from Naples as a reinforcement to the army in 
upper Italy, as "Well as almost the whole of the troops 
which had been sent into the Roman States to aid the 
late usurpation of the Papal dominions, were precipi- 
tately recalled on our first appearance on the coast ; and 
I venture to hope that the check which has been ope- 
rated, and which shall e ndeavour to preserve, will 
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have already, though remotely, contributed to support 
the efforts of our brave allies/' 

This expedition, though highly creditable to the of- 
ficers by whom it was conducted, operated but slightly 
in favour of the cause for which it was intended.- 

In the preceding chapter, we slightly glanced at the 
unfortunate termination of Sir John Moore's campaign 
in Spain, and at the consequent embarkation of the 
British troops at Corunna, at the very Commencement 
of the year. The particulars of this embarkation, con- 
ducted under the auspices of Admiral de Courcy, and of 
the general result of the fatal battle of Corunna, will he 
seen by the following extracts from the dispatches of 
the Admiral, of the 1 7 th and 18th of January 

“In the vicinity of Corunna the enemy have pressed 
upon the British in great force. The embarkation of 
the sick, the cavalry, and the stores went' on. The 
night of the 1 6th was appointed for the general embark- 
ation of the infantry ; and, mean time, the enemy pre- 
pared for attack. At three P. M. an action commenced; 
the enemy, which had been posted on a lofty hill, en- 
deavouring to force the British on another hill of inferior 
height, and nearer the town. The enemy were 
driven back with great slaughter ; but very sorry am I 
to add, that the British, though triumphant, have suffered 
severe losses. I am unable to communicate further 
particulars, than that Sir John Moore received a mortal 
wound, of which he died at night; that Sir David 
Baird lost an arm ; that several officers and many men 
have been killed and wounded ; ‘and that the ships of 
war have received all such of the latter as they could ac- 
commodate, the remainder being sent to transports. 
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“ The weather is now tempestuous, and th^ difficul- 
ties of embarkation are great. All except the rear- 
guard are embarked, consisting perhaps at the present 
moment of 2600 men. The enemy having brought can- 
non to a hill overhanging the beach, have forced a ma- 
jority of the transports to cut or slip. Embarkation be- 
ing no longer practicable at the town, the boats have 
been ordered to a sandy beach near the light-house, and 
it is hoped that the greater part, if not ail, will still be 
embarked, the ships of war having dropped out to faci- 
litate embarkation. 

§t January 1 8. 

u The embarkation of the troops having occupied the 
greater part of last night, it has not been in my power 
to detach the Cossack before this day; and it is with sa- 
tisfaction I am able to add, that in consequence of the 
good order maintained by the troops, and the unwea- 
ried exertions of commissioner Bowen, the captains, and 
other officers of the navy, (he agents, as well as the 
boats' crews, many of whom were for two days with- 
out food, and without repose ; the army have been em- 
barked to the last man, and the ships are now in the 
offing, preparatory to steering for England. The great 
body of the transports having lost their anchors, ran to 
sea without the troops they were ordered to receive, in 
consequence of which there are some thousands on 
board the ships of war. Several transports, through 
mismanagement, ran on shore. The seamen appeared 
to have abandoned them, two being brought out 6 y 
the boats crews of the men of war, two were burnt 
and five were bilged. I cannot conclude this hasty 
statement without expressing my great obligations to 
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R>?ar- Admiral Sir Samuel Hood, whose eye was every 
where, and whose exertions were unremitted.” 

Notwithstanding this disastrous event, the English 
squadron continued to be actively employed on the coast 
of Spain.' On the 27th' of March, the Port of Vigo, 
and its dependencies surrendered to the Patriot Spa* 
niards, and to the British naval force under Captain 
M ‘Shirley* of the Lively ; and on the22d of May, San- 
tiago surrendered to the same assailants. 

On turning our eyes northward; we perceive that on 
the 29th of March* the gallant, but unfortunate King op 
Sweden, was compelled to sign an act of abdication; 
an act which there cannot be a doubt, has led to the 
peace bet ween Sweden and Russia, by which the ports 
of the. former country are shut against the shipping of 
England. 

On the 18th of May* the. little Danish Island of An- 
holt, in -the Baltic, was Ted uoedhy a small squadron de- 
tached Irom the fleet of Sir James Sau mar ez. l l>e gar- 
rison^, consisting of 170 men, surrendered at disoretion. 
The English had one marine killvd, and two wounded. 
The acquisition of this- island is important* as it furnishes; 
water to the English fleet, and affords good anchorage 
to the trade going in oncoming out of the Baltic. 

A singularly gallant attack upon a Russian flotilla, 
which had taken a remarkably strong position, under 
Peroola Point* in the Baltic, is thus recorded in the fol- 
lowing extract of a letter from Captain Martin, of the 
Implacable, dated July the 9lh : — 


Digitized by Google 



370 


THE BRITISH TRIDENT; 


•‘The position taken by the Russian flotilla under 
Percola Point, seemed so much like a defiance,’ that 1 
Considered something was necessary to be done in order 
to impress these strangers will/ that sense ok respect and 
fear which his Majesty's other enemies are accustomed 
to shew to the British flag ; 1 therefore determined to 
gratify the anxious wish of Lieutenant- Hawkey, to 
lead the boats of the ships named in the margin,* 
which were assembled by nine o'clock last night, and 
proceeded with an irresistible zeal and intrepidity to- 
wards the enemy, who had the advantage of local know- 
ledge, to take a position of extraordinary strength 
within two rocks, serving as a cover to their wings, and 
frpm w hence they could pour a destructive fir^ of grape 
upon our boats, which, notwithstanding, advanced with 
peifect coolness, and never fired a gun till actually 
touching the enemy, when they boarded sword in 
hand and carried all before them, ^ 

11 I believe a more brilliant achievement doeg not 
grace the records of our naval history ; each officer \va« 
impatient to be the leader inthe attack, and each man 
zealous to emulate their noble example, and the most 
complete success has been the consequence of <uch de- 
termined bravery ; of eight gun-boars, each mounting 
a <32, and 24*pounder, and forty-six men, six have 
been brought out, and one sunk ; &nd the whole of the 
ships and vessels (twelve in number) under their pro- 
tection, laden with powder and provisions for the Rus- 
sian army, brought out, and a large armed ship taken 
and burnt. • 1 have deeply to lament the loss of many 
men killed and wounded, and especially that most va- 

• Implacable, Bcllerophpu, Melpopiene, and Prometheus* 
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luable officer Lieutenant Hawkey, who after taking one 
'gun-boat, was killed by a grape-shot, in the act of board- a 
ing the second. No praise from my pen can do ade.# 
quate justice to this lamented young man ; as an officer# 
he was active, correct, and zealous, to the highest de- 
gree ; the leader in every kind 6f enterprize, and re- 
gardless of danger; he delighted in whatever could *> 
to promote the glory of his country ; Ins last worfU 
were, <r Huzza ! push on! England for ever !” 

“ Mr. Hawkey had been away in the boats on differ- 
ent services since last Monday, accompanied by Lieute- 
nant Vernon, whose conduct in this affair has been 
highly exemplary, and shewn him worthy to be the 
companion of so heroic a man; butwhile 1 am induced 
to mention the name of Mr. Vernon, from his constant 
services with Mr. Hawkey, I feel that every officer* 
seaman, and marine, has a claim to my warmest praises, 
and will, 1 trust, obtain your favourable recommendation 
to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty Lieu- 
tenant Charles Allen, of the Bellerophon, was the senior 
officer after Mr. Hawkey’s death. 

** I have just been informed, that Lieutenant Stirling, 
of the Prometheus who was severely wounded, is since 
dead ; his conduct in this affair was very conspicuous, 
and Captain Forrest speaks* highly in praise of I he zCa{ 
and activity of his services on every occasion- lam 
sure you will readily believe that Captain Forrest did 
not witness the preparation for this attack without feel- 
ing an ardent dedre to command it, but I was obliged .. 
to resist his pressing importunity, as a matter of justice 
to Mr. Hawkey. 

t( The Russians have suffered severely in I hi is con- , 
fJict, the most moderate statement makes rt appeafr that 
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two-thirds of them have <l>eei> killed and wounded, or 
jumped overboard.” 

Another gallant little exploit was the seizure of Cux- 
haven. On the 5th of June, a smalt English squadron, 
consisting of four gun-brigs and two sloops, from He- 
ligoland, arrived at Cuxhaven, and drove the enemy 
out of that place, demolished the, batteries, and obliged 
the municipality to Jay down the buoys in the Elbe, which 
bad been taken up. by the French. The military force 
of this little expedition was only 1*20 men. The Dutch 
troops, who bad been left in possession of the place 
fled, ahd the inhabitants testified the greatest joy at 
• seeing the English dag once more flying in their port. 

Very early in the yean the French settlement of Ca- 
yenne was taken by Captain Yeo, of the Confiance, in 
conjunction with some small Portuguese vessels and 
troops. “ On the 4th of January/* says Captain Yeo, 

it was determined by Lieutenant-Colonel Manoel Mar- 
ques and myself, to make a descent on the east-side of 
the Island of Cayenne. Accordingly all the troops 
were embarked on board the small vessels, amounting 
to 550, and 80 seamen and marines from the Confiance, 
and a party of marines from the Voador and Infante 
brigs. On the morning of the 6th, all dropt into the 
mouthof the river. In the evening l proceeded wilh-ien 
canoes and about 250 men, to endeavour to gain pos- 
. session of two batteries ; the one Fort Diamant, which 
commands the entrance of the River Mahuree, the 
other Grand Cane, commanding the great road to the 
town of Cayenne. The vessels with the remainder of 
the troops, X intrusted to Captain Sajgado, of the Voa- 
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dor, with orders to follow meaflerdusk, to anchor in 
the mouth of the river Mahuree, and wait until [ gained 
the before-mentioned batteries; when on my making the 
signal agreed on, he was to enter the river and disem- 
bark with all possible dispatch. I reached Point Ma- 
buiee at three o’clock next morning, with five canoes ; 
the others being heavy, cotfld not keep up. We then 
landed in a bay half way between the two batteries. 
The surge was so great that our boats soon went to 
pieces. I ordered Major Joaquim Manoel Pinto, with a 
detachment of Portuguese troops, to proceed to, the 
left, and take Grand Cane; while myself, accompanied 
by Lieutenants Mulcaster, Blyth, and Read, (of the 
royal marines); Messrs. Savory, William Taylor, Forder, 
and Irwin, proceeded to the right with a party of the 
Confiance, to take Fort Diamant, which was soon in 
our possession, mounting two twenty-four and one brass 
9-pounder, and 50 men. I am sorry to add that Lieute- 
nant John Read,of the royal marines, a meritorious young 
^officer, was mortally wounded, as also one seaman and 
five marines badly. The French captain and comman- 
dant, with three soldiers, killed, and four wounded. The 
Major had the same success: the fort, mourning two 
brass 9- pounders and forty men ; two of the enemy 
were killed. The entrance of the river being in our 
possession, the signal agreed on was made, and by noon 
all were disembarked. At the same time I received in- 
formation of General Victor Hugues having quitted 
Cayenne, at the head of a thousand troops, to dispossess 
us of our posts. Our force being too small to be di- 
vided, and the distance between the two posts being 
great, and only twelve miles from Cayenne, it was de- 
termined to dismantle Fort Diamant, and collect ail our 
vol. vi. 2 i 
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forces at Grand Cane, I therefore left my first lieu- 
tenant, Mr, Mulcaster, with a party of the Confiance, 
to perform that service, and then join me. On ar- 
. riving at Grand Cane, I p’erceived two other batteries 
about a mile up the river, on opposite sides, and within 
half gun-shot of each other ; the one on the right bank 
called Freo, on an eminence, commanding the creek 
leading to Cayenne, the other at the opposite side at 
the entrance of the creek leading to the house and 
plantation of General Victor Hugues, and evidently 
erected for no other purpose than its defence. At 
three o'clock I anchored the Lion and Vinganza cut- 
ters abreast of them, when a smart action com- 
jnenCed on both sides for an hour, when finding the 
enemy’s metal and position so superior to ours, the 
cutters having only four-pounders, and many of our 
men falling, from the incessant shower of grape-shot, I 
determined to storm them, and therefore directed Mr. 
Savory (the purser) to accompany a party of Portuguese 
to land at General Hugues battery, at the same time 
proceeding myself, accompanied by Lieutenant Blyth* 
my gig’s crew, and a party of Portuguese troops, to 
that of Freo, and though both parties had to land at the 
very muzzles of the guns, keeping up a continual fire 
of grape and musketry, the cool bravery of the men 
soon carried them, and put the enemy to flight ; each 
fort mounted two brass 9*pounders, and fifty men 
This service was scarcely accomplished, before the 
French troops from Cayenne attacked the Colonel at 
Grand Cane. Our force, then much dispersed, I 
therefore without waiting an instant, ordered every 
body to the boats, and proceeded to the aid of 
the Colonel, who with his small force had withstood 
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the enemy; and after a smart action of three hours, 
they retreated to Cayenne. At the same time, 250 of 
the enemy appeared before Fort Diamant ; but per- 
ceiving Lieutenant Mulcasier prepared to receive 
them, and imagining his force much greater than it 
was, they, on hearing the defeat of their General, fol- 
lowed his example. There was yet the strongest post 
of the enemy to be taken, which was therprivate house 
of General Victor Bugues: he had besides the fort 
above-mentioned, planted before his house a field piece 
and a swivel, w r ith a hundred of his best troops. It is 
situated on the main, between two and three miles in 
the interior, at. the end of an avenue the same lengtji 
from the river, onffie right of which is a thick wood, 
and on the left the creek Fouille. I have also to re -> 
mark, that there is nothing near appertaining to govern- 
ment, or for the defence of the colony. On the morning of 
the 8th I proceeded, accompanied by Lieutenant Mul- 
caster, Messrs. Savory and Forder, with some seamen 
and marines of the Confiance, and a party of Portuguese 
troops wjth a field piece, to take the said post ; but as 
my only object was to take the troops prisoners, by 
which the garrison of Cayenne would be much weak- 
ened, I dispatched Lieutenant Mulcaster in my gig, 
with a flag of truce, to acquaint ‘the officer command- 
ing, that my only object was to take the post, for which 
I had force sufficient ; and though I might lose some 
men in taking it, there could be no doubt as to the re- 
sult ; I therefore requested for the sake of humanity, he 
would not attempt to defend a place not tenable ; but 
that l was determined, if he made an useless resistance 
in defending a private habitation, against which I gave 
him my honour no harm was intended, I should consir 
Z t 2 
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tier il as a fortress, and would level it with the ground. 
The enem)’$ advanced guard allowed the flag of truce 
to approach them within a boat’s length, then fired two 
voliies at them and retreated; 1 then landed ; but re- 
flecting it was possible this outrage was committed 
from the ignorance of an inferior officer, I sent Lieute- 
nant Mulcastera second fime, when on his approach- 
ing the house, they fired the field-piece at him. Find- 
ing all commuuication that way ineffectual, yet wishing 
to preserve the private property of a general officer, 
who was perhaps ignorant and innocent of his officers’ 
conduct, I sent one of the General’s slaves to the of- 
ficer with the same message, who returned with an 
answer, that any thing I had to communicate must be 
' in writing ; at the same time he fired his field piece at 
a signal to his troops who w'ere in ambush on our right 
in the wood, to fire, keeping up a steady and well-di- 
rected fire from his field piece at the house. It wa» 
my intention to have advanced with my field piece ; 
but finding he had made several fosses in the road, and 
the wood being lined with musketry, not a man of whom 
we could see, and the field-piece in front, I ordered ours 
to be thrown into a fosse, when our men, with cheers, 
advanced with pike and bayonet, took the enemy’s gun : 
they retreated into the house, and kept up a smart fire 
from the windows; but on our entering they flew through 
the back premises into the wood, firing as they 
retreated. Every thing was levelled with the ground 
except the habitations of the slaves. As we received 
iuformation that about four hundred of the enemy were 
about to take possession of Beauregard Plain, on an 
eminence which commanded the several roads to and 
from Cayenne, it was determined between the Lieute- 
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nant Colonel and myself to be before- hand with the 
enemy, and march our whole force there direct. We 
gained the situation on the enemy on the 9th, and on 
the 10th Lieutenant Mulcaster and a Portuguese officer, 
(Lieutenant Bernardo Mekiilis), were sent into the 
town with a summons to the General. In the even- 
ing these officers returned, accompanied by Victor 
Hugues’s Aid-Je-camp, requesting an armistice for 24 
hours to arrange the articles of capitulation. This be* 
ing granted, end hostages exchanged, on the 11th the 
Lieutenant-Colonel and myself met the General, and 
partly arranged the articles. A second meeting on the 
morning of the 12th finally fixed them ; and on the 
morning of the 14lh, the Portuguese troops and British 
seamen and marines marched into Cayenne, and took 
possession of the town. The enemy, amounting to 
400, laid down their arms on the parade, and were 
immediately embarked on board the several vessels be- * 
longing to the expedition : at the same time the militia, 
amounting to 600, together with 20 0 blacks, who bad 
been incorporated with the regular troops, delivered in 
their arras.” 

The capture of Senegal, on the coasGofi Africa, next 
deserves to be noticed. Some depredations having beet* 
committed on the trade in the neighbourhood of Sene- H 
gal, by small privateers fitted out there. Captain Co- 
lumbine, and Major Maxwell, commanding the garrison 
of Goree, determined to make an attack upon the 
place, and proceeded against it on the 4th of Jaly, 
with the Sole bay, Derwent sloop, and Tigress gun-ves- 
sel, and sohie merchant and smaller vessels, having on 
board a detachment of one hundred and sixty men from 
2x3 
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Goree. The enemy at first appeared disposed to offer 
some resistance, but the detachment being landed, to- 
gether with one hundred and twenty seamen, and fifty 
marines, the enemy's force, consisting of one hundred 
and sixty regulars, and two hundred ana forty militia, 
retreated, and on the 13lh a capitulation was signed, 
by which the Island of St. Louis and its dependencies 
were surrendered to the British forces; the garrison 
being conveyed to France as prisoners of war, not to 
serve against his Majesty or-his allies, until regularly ex- 
changed. 

The only loss sustained by the English on this ser- 
vice was that of Captain Frederick Parker, of the Der- 
went, Mr. Francis Atterby Sealy, midshipman of that 
sloop, and six seamen drowned in attempting to cross 
the bar of Senegal. 

Captain Columbine speaks in high terms of the con- 
duct of the officers and men employed on the occasion. 

On the Ilth of July, the Solebay, in moving up the 
river, got on shore and was wrecked, but all her men 
and part of the stores were saved. 

In the West Indies, the naval and military forces of 
Britain were this year eminently successful. The cap- 
ture of Martinique by Admiral Sir Alexander Cochrane 
and General Beckwith, was one of the first achieve- 
ments ; the early proceedings relating to which, will be 
seen in the following extract of the Admiral's letter, 
dated February 4, off Martinique 

“ Having on the 20th of January received a fetter 
f rora Lieutenant-General Beckwith, informing me that 
in consequence of some alteration of circumstances he 
was induced to proceed on the attack of Martinique, and 
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expressed a wish to see me at Barbadoes, in order to 
make the final arrangements. I lost no time in meeting 
him there for that purpose ; and having embarked all 
the troops, I committed the principal landing of the 
army intended to be put on shore at Bay Robert, to 
Captain Beaver, of his Majesty’s ship Acasta, who had 
Lieutenant-General Beckwith, the commander of the 
forces, with him ; Major-General Sir George Prevost, 
commanding the division, being embarked on board the 
Penelope. By the inclosed letter from Captain Beaver, 
their Lordships will see that he completed this service 
with his usual ability, on the 30th of January, and 
morning of the 31st, whilst the other division, under 
Major-general Maitland, was landed on the 30lh at SL 
Luce, under the superintendance of Captain Fahie, of 
the Belleisle, who had formed the most judicious ar- 
rangement for the purpose, 

“ About six hundred men were detached on board 
his Majesty’s ship York, under the command of Major 
Henderson, of the Royal York Rangers, to take pos- 
session of the battery at Point Soloman, in order to se- 
cure a safe anchorage for the men of war and trans- 
ports; after effecting this the Rangers pushed on, and 
invested the fort of Pigeon Island, on which a mortar 
was brought to bear so early as the 1st instant, but not 
finding the fire of that sufficient, nine others, including 
howitzers, were landed, five of which w’ere got up to 
the top of a commanding height, by the very great 
exertions of Captain Cockburn, of the Pompee, and 
the seamen under his orders, who ably gave support to 
the Brigadier-Generals Sir Charles Shipley and Stehelin, 
in completing the batteries, which opened last night at 
o’clock, with such effect as to oblige the enemy to 
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capitulate this morning ; and one hundred and thirty- 
six persons that were in the fort surrendered them- 
selves prisoners of war. Our loss consisted of two 
seamen killed, and one soldier of the Royal York Ran- 
gers wounded ; the enemy’s of five killed, and several 
wounded. 

*• In order to cut off the retreat of the enemy, I pre* 
viously sent the Aiolus and Cleopatra frigates, and the 
Recruit sloop of war, to the upper part of Fort Royal 
Bay ; when this was perceived the enemy set fire to, 
and destroyednhe Araphitrite frigate, of forty-fourgons 
and all the shipping in the harbour ; having, on our first 
landing burnt the Carnation at Marin, also a corvette at 
St. Pierre’s on the following night. 

•‘The army under Lieutenant-General Beckwith 
having advanced towards the height of Surirey, fell in 
with the enemy on the first instant, who was defeated 
with considerable loss ; since then two actions have 
taken place, which has given to his Majesty’s forces 
possession of the before mentioned heights command- 
ing Fort Bourbon.” 

The final operations w hich terminated in the com- 
plete capture of the island of Martinique and its depen- 
dencies, are thus related in Admiral Cochrane’s official 
letter to the Admiralty, of the 25th of February: — 

* 4 ‘ The Lord Comissioners of the Admiralty will have 
been informed, that it was intended to open a fire on 
the enemy from four batteries on the ] 7 tli instant, in 
addition to his own guns turned upon him from Fort 
Edward, which was accordingly done at half past four 
in the afternoon/ the time appointed. 

“ The enemy at first returned the fire with spirit, but 
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it gradually slackened until the following morning, and 
then entirely ceased, except at long intervals, which 
made it evident he was beaten from his guns. 

“ While the batteries were kept constantly firing on 
the enemy from the western side. Captains Barton and 
Nesham, of the York and Intrepid, with about 400 
seamen and marines, continued to be employed in get* 
ling the heavy cannon, mortars, and howitzers, up to 
Mount Surirey from the eastern side of the fort, which 
was a service of the utmost labour and difficulty, owing 
to the rains and deepness of the roads; but notwith- 
standing which, a battery of four 24-pounders and 
four mortars was finished by the 22d, and the guns 
mounted ready for service. 

** On the following day several more guns were got 
up and ready to be placed in an advanced battery, in- 
tended to consist of eight 24-pounders ; a similar bat- 
tery was preparing to the westward, and the whole 
would have been in a state to open on the enemy by 
the 26th, had not a flag of truce been sent from the 
Fort on the 23d, with proposals for a surrender, on 
the principle of being sent to France on parole ; but 
Lieutenant-General Beckwith, the Commander of the 
forces, and myself, not judging it proper to accede to 
such terms, the batteries, which had before opened 
their fire, recommenced the attack at half past eight 
o’clock in the evening, and continued it without inter* 
milsipn during the night. 

“ The next morning, a little past six o’clock, one of 
the magazines in the fort blew up with a great explosion, 
and soon afterwards three flags of truce were hoisted 
by the enemy, and hostilities ceased on our part. 

“ A letter was then received from the Captain-Gene* 
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ral Vilaret Joyeuse, requesting that commissioners’ 
might be appointed on both sides to settle the terms of 
capitulation, which was agreed to, and Lieutenant-Ge- 
neral Sir George Provost and Major-General Maitland, 
were named by the Commanders of the forces, and 
Commodore Cockburn by me. These officers were 
met by the General of artillery, Villaret (the Captain- 
General’s brother), and Colonels Montfort and Roger, 
in a tent erected for the purpose, between the advanced 
piquets on each side, when the terras were set tied and 
ratified before midnight, a copy of which 1 have the 
honour to inclose. 

“ This morning a detachment of troops took posses- 
sion of the Bouille Redoubt, and the ravelines and gate- 
way of Fort Bourbon on the land side ; and the garrison 
will be embarked in the course of eight days in Iran** 
ports, and his Majesty’s ships Belleisle and Ulysses will 
proceed with them as a guard to Europe. 

, “ I now beg leave to congratulate their Lordships 

on the happy termination of a siege, which was, by 
the uncommon exertions of the army and navy, Jbrought 
to a close within twenty-eight days from* the sailing of 
the expedition from Barbadoqs. 

“ The fire kept up by the batteries was irresistible ; 
the enemy was driven from his defences, his cannon 
dismounted, and the whole of the interior of the work 
ploughed up by the shot and shells, within five days af- 
ter the batteries opened. 

" Never did more unanimity prevail between the 
two services than on the present occasion. One senti- 
ment, one wish, pervaded the whole; and they looked 
with confidence to a speedy and glorious termination 
of their toils. 
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Kt i had on this service the happiness to act with 
Lieutenant-General Beckwith, an officer I have long 
been in the habits of intimacy wi h, from wiiose zeal l 
had every thing to expect, and which the recent 
events have so fully realized. He did me the honour 
to consult me on various occasions, and his communi- 
cations and co-operations were friendly and cordial, 
which, on all conjunct expeditions, is the surest pledge 
of success. 

% “ I have alraady informed their Lordships, that I en- 
trusted the whole of the naval arrangements on shore 
to Commodore Cockburn. His exertion* have been uit- 
remitting, and his merit beyond my praise. He speaks 
in terms of high approbation of the able support and 
assistance he received from Captains Barton, Nesham, 
and Brenton, whom I had selected to act with him. 
To all these officers, and the Lieutenants and other of- 
ficers, petty officers, seamen, and marines, immediately 
under their commands, I feel truly obliged, for per- 
forming the arduous duties imposed upon them. The 
seven gun battery at Folville was entirely fought by 
teamen, from which the enemy suffered severely. 

u I have also the fullest reason to be thankful to the 
other officers and men of the squadron employed on 
the blockade and reduction of the island, ,for their ge- 
neral activity an i emulation. 47 

At the commencement of the operations against 
Martinique, the Cleopatra, Captain Peckhell, had the 
good fortune, after a very spirited action, to capture the 
Topaze French frigate in that neighbourhood. Re- 
specting this action, Captain Pechell in bis letter to 
Admiral Cofcbrane, states as follows : — 
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« In consequence of separating from his Majesty's 
*bip Jason, and there being no probability of commu- 
nication either with Captain Maude or Captain Pigot, 
of the Latona, and Seniui officer of the blockading 
squadron, 1 beg to inform you, that yesterday, in obe- 
dience to the signals made to me by Captain Maude, I 
chased a ship in the N. N. W. which I shorly after- 
wards made out to be a French frigate, who, on seeing 
us, hauled close ?n- shore, and anchored under a small 
battery a little to the southward of Point Noir, having 
ascertained that they were securing her, (by springs on 
her cables, and othec? fast to the trees on shore,) as 
well as her situation would permit, I made every pre- 
paration for attacking her, the wind being at this lime 
from the southward and westward, but very light and 
variable ; at half past two P. M. we got the true breeze, 
and turned up to windward, till within a cable’s length 
of the shore, and half musket shot distant from the 
enemy, which was effected at five o’clock, when his 
firing commenced. I saw from the shape of the land, 
and the shoal water between us, that I could not close 
without danger of being raked, I was therefore obliged 
to anchor in six fathoms and a half, and returned his 
fire, which fortunately cut away his outside spring, 
when he swung in shore with his head towards us, giv- 
ing us the advantage I refused him before ; this I so 
effectually preserved, that he never afterwards got 
more than half his broadside to bear ; we thus engaged 
for forty minutes, when the Jason and Hazard came 
up, the former having taken a position on her starboard 
quarter, and firing her bow guns, the Hazard at the 
same time directing hers to the fort, the enemy hauled 
down his colours, finding he was not able to sustain so 


Digitized by Google 



OR, REGISTER OP NAVAL ACTIONS, 389 

unequal a combat. She proves to be the French na- 
tional frigate Topaze, carrying 48 guns, 24, 18* and 3§ r 
pounders, commanded by Monsieur Lahalle, Captaine 
de frigate, with a complement of three hundred and 
thirty men. She has been from Brest forty-seven days, 
and had oil board one hundred troops, and one thou- 
sand one. hundred barrels of flour for Cayenne, but 
meeting with superior force off that port, she was ob- 
liged to push to Guadaloupe. 

"Our loss is comparatively small with that of the 
enemy. Raving only two killed and one wounded, as hit 
guns were chiefly pointed at our masts and rigging, 
which he succeeded in cutting very much, most of our 
fore and main rigging shot away, and had we been un- 
der sail, must have lost our main topmast ; on the other 
side twelve killed and fourteen wounded, as near as can 
be ascertained, for the instant her colours were hauled 
down, one-third at least took to the water, and several 
were either killed or drowned in attempting to effect 
their escape. 

“ Having thus. Sir, given you the detail, it becomes 
a pleasing duly to me lo represent the zeal with which 
Captain Cameron, of the Hazard, offered his service 
be fere the action, and had the wind allowed him to 
get up sooner, would have attacked the fort, and there- 
by prevented many of the troops getting on shore. I 
am happy, also, in having an opportunity of bearing 
testimony to the gallantry displayed by the officers and 
crew of his Majesty's ship under my command ; and 
beg leave to recommend my first Lieutenant Simpson to 
their Lordships' notice; also Lieutenants Puckingham 
and Lambert, as good officers, and every way deserving 
their Lordships' favour.” 
vol, vx. £ s 
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The reduction of the Saints Islands, th A^ril, was 
preceded by the capture of the D'Hautpouft, a fine new 
74* g un-shi jfc by la Pompee, Captain Fahie, one of th,e 
x blockading^padron, on the 16th of ihat month. gt About 
forty minute* after nine o’clock (says Captain Fahie) ihe 
lower Saint bearing east about a mile and a half, I dis- 
tinctly saw three large ships coming down under all sail, 
and followed^ closely by the Hazard and several others 
of the in-shore squadron, with the signal fpr their being 
the enemy. At ten o’clock I closed up with the stern- 
most ship, and endeavoured to slop her, by the dis- 
charge of two broadsides, but being under a press of 
sail, and a strong breeze, steering away W. S. W. she 
succeeded in crossing us, without returning our fire. 
Our exertions to close her continued unremitted. The 
right set in extremely dark, but fortunately we never 
for a moment lost sight of the enemy. At four o’clock 
I brought him to close action, and continued holly en* 
gaged with, and constantly nearing him, until a quarter 
past five, when both ships being complete wrecks in 
their rigging and sails, and within their own lengths of 
each other, the Pompee nearly unmanageable, and the 
enemy entirely so, she surrendered.” 

The proceedings of his Majesty’s forces, at the re- 
duction of the Saints, which immediately followed the 
capture of the Hautpoult, are thus elegantly and per- 
spicuously detailed by Major-General Maitland, Ihe 
military officer, who had been detached on that 
service : — 

“ We sailed from Foft Royal Bay on the 12th ; Cap- 
tain Eeaver of his Majesty’s ship Acasta, who wa* 
Commodore of the division, left the squadron under 
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charge of Captain Carthew, of his Majesty's ship Glo- 
ire, and went. forward to meet Rear-Admiral Sir Alex- 
ander Cochrane. The 1 3th was passed in examining 
the enemy’s positions, and in making arrangements, 

•* The disembarkation was fixed to be at six o’clock 
in the morning of the 14-th* but a bad night separated 
our ships. By ten they were collected. Soon after, 
the Acasta led in through a very narrow channel which 
was buoyed oh each side. The Gloire, Narcissus, and 
Circe followed ; the Intrepid about an hour after, but 
the Dolphin not until next day. His Majesty’s ships 
anchored oppositejthe little bay, Bo^s Joly. The land- 
ing was meant to.. have been at the next to the east- 
ward, called Ance Vapovre. As much time, it was 
then seen, would be lost by persevering to go to Ance 
Vanovre, because the boats would have had a long row 
against wind and current, we landed at Ance Boil 
Joly ; a secure landing, though a stony beach, protec:- 
ed by the fire of the frigates. We experienced no op- 1 
position except a cannonade from the IsIeUof Cabrif, 
the guns of which fired over the ridge among the ship* 
ping. 

u When advanced to the first ridges, we found ti e 
enemy occupied the great mountain which is above 
eight hundred feet high, called Mount Russel. This 
was immediately on our right, nor could we advance. 
The rifle companies of the 3d and of the 4th battalions of 
the 60th regiment, were ordered to dislodge the enemy* 
The exertions of these companies, under Captains Dol- 
ling and Lupton, was great ; the ascent no less steep 
than an angle of fifty degrees, covered with bush and 
prickly pears, they most gallantly effected the service, 
apd drove back the enemy, who suffered considerably. 

. 2 k 2 
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The rifle companies were supported to the right b y 
the flank companies of the 3d West India regiment, 
and one com pan)' of the Royal York Rangers, led by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell,depu(y Adjutant-General, 
whom I detached for this service. We had now a 
strong position. Before us were the enemy's three 
forts, showing stout garrisons, and three line-of-battle 
ships and two frigates in the harbour. The large ships 
were full of men. We found, however, we could not 
advance without being flanked on our left by the fort 
on Isle dc Cabrit. Two eight-inch howitzers were 
immediately landed, a battery quickly constructed by 
Lieutenant Hobbs, of the Royal Engineers, Brigadier- 
General Stehelin, of the Royal Artillery, and all his offi- 
cers and men, were most strenuous, and before six that 
evening our battery opened on the enemy's squadron at 
• very lair distance. About an hour after, there were 
indications that the French squadron was about to push 
out, and by eight it was not doubtful. Not a moment 
was lost ; Captain de Courcy, of the quartermaster-ge- 
neral’s department, was sent by me to Captain Beaver, 
of the Acasta, and we fired six rockets from a head- 
land, at five minutes interval, being the signal fixed on 
by the Admiral. About ten at night, the three French 
line-of-battle ships were seen to go through the wind- 
ward passage. Next morning, (the 15th instant), the 
Intrepid was the only line-of-battle ship in sight. 

€t The difficulty of advancing on the west side of the 
island forced us to re-embark the greater part of our 
troops, to land at Ance Vanorve, but as the enemy 
occupied a strong and commanding position on the ea it 
side of this bay, Lieutenant-Colonel Prescot, with the 
flank companies of the 3d West India regiment, and 
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th$ (wo rifle com pahiesof ihe 60th, and Major Hender- 
spn, with the reserve, were ordered to descend from 
Mount Russel to protect the landing, and to dislodge 
the enemy. This was well executed, and we gained a 
favourable position, whence our mortars could reach 
Tort Napolean at a proper distance, as well as the fort 
on the islet. A mortar battery of two thirleen-inch> 
end four ten-inch was immediately begun, and carried, 
carried on with unremilted exertions ; all our men vo- 
lunteering every labour. Between (he enemy’s Forts 
Napolean and Morelle and us, was a middle ridge 
which was on the back of the town, and held by the 
enemy.. On the night of Ihe 15tb, a strong piquet of* 
the enemy was surprized by two companies of the 
Royal York Rangers, commanded by Captain St rake 
and Lieutenant White. The French had one officer 
and seventeen men bayonelted, and twelve prisoners 
were brought away. This affair was highly, creditable 
to the officers named* The night following we de- 
termined to occupy the middle ridge, and confine the 
pnemy within his works,. Major Alen was ordered 
with the two flanks companies of the 3d West India, 
and a flank company of .the 8ih West India, for this 
service; he was supported by part of the Royal York 
Raqgers under Major Henderson. The position was 
taken up without opposition, but about eight nex( 
rooming the enemy advanced from Forts Napolean 
and Morelle,. to. recover this ground. A. sharp action* 
^ook place,, the whole of the York Rangers, and the 
rifle companies of the 60tb supporting our black troops.. 
The ground lay open in great part to the grape shot 
from Forts Napolean and Morelle, and to round 
fhpt frojn Islet de Cgbrit ; but all our troops were 
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daunted ; none were more brave or active than Hie 
flank companies of the 3d West India regiment, and a 
flank company of the 8tB West India, under Major 
Alen. The enemy was driven back with loss, and our 
possession of the ground completely secured* On this 
occasion our loss was about thirty men killed and 
wounded, 

“ I omitted to say that the two French frigates, both 
loaded with flour, look their chance of escaping on 
the forenoon of the 15th. They went through the wind* 
ward passage, keeping a little from the wind, to gain 
the shore of Guadalbupe. The leading frigate was en- 
gaged by his Majesty’s ship Intrepid. This frigate how- 
ever doubled the point of Vieux Fort, was followed 
by the other, and both escaped into Basse Terre, 

“ About the middle of the day, yesterday, the 1 7th, 
the French commandent. Colonel Madier, sent a flag 
of truce to enter intoierms. They expected what we 
would not concede,* and they submitted to what we 
were willing to grant. They are prisoners of war. 

4t I understood their number to be from seven to 
eight hundred ; of this number six hundred were 
landedxby the French squadron. 

- 44 We are to take possession of the forts this evening 
at four o’clock. The French will be immediately em- 
barked, and I shall pioceed to carry the remainder of 
your orders into exec ution without loss of tfme. 

a The navy has most cordiafly supported as ; Cap- 
tain Beaver, of his Majesty's ship Acasta, has encreasecf 
that character which I know his conduct at Bay Robert* 
Martinque gained. His arrangement and presence of 
mind render him particularly qualified for joint opera- 
tions, Captain Carlhew, of the Gloirc, and Captaia 
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Malcolm, of the Narcissus, alio merit the warmest ac- 
knowledgement ; and I am also much obliged to the 
Hon. Captain Bertie of his Majesty’s ship Dart/ who 
acted on shore.” ' 

Some single actions of considerable .brilliancy oc- 
curred in the early part of the year ; the/ most particu- 
lar of which was that between the French frigate Nie- 
men and the ' Amethyst, commanded by Captain Mi- 
chael Seymour, whose unsurpassed gallantry, in the cap- 
ture of the Thetis, another French frigate of superior 
force to the Amethyst, at the, close of the preceding 
yeat, is duly noticed in an earlier part of this volume, 
the following is Captain Seymour’s modest account o£ 
the action : 

u Amethyst , off Uskanti April 12, 1809. 

" My Lord, 

- “ I have very sincere pleasure, in acquainting, you of 

the capture of ie Niemen, a fine new French fri- 
gate of forty-four guns, twenty-eight of which are 1 8- 
pounders on the main-deck, and, three hundred and nine- 
teen men, copper fastened, two days fora Verdun 
Roads, with six months provisions and naval stores on 
board, and bound to the isle of France, commanded 
by Monsieur Dupotet y Capitaine de frigate, a distin- 
guished officer, who defended his ship with great abi- 
lity and resolution. 

tc At eleven in the forenoon of the 5th instant, the 
wind at East, Emerald North within signal distance. 
Cordovan hearing E. by N. forty : two leagues, a ship 
was perceived in the E. S. E. coming down steering tq 
tbe westward, which hauled to the S. S. E. on making 
usrouL She was immediately closed, but at twenty 
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minutes past seven we Jpst sight of her apd the Eme- 
raid, and had not gained on ^he cha$e. ( 

€ * After d$rfc the Amethysts courjp was shaped fa 
meet the probable route of an enemy* when at half 
past nine we crossed one, but though within half gun 
shot at eleven, from which lime till; one, the bow and 
stern chasers wore, exchanging, her extraordinary sail* 
ing' prevented our effecting any thing serious. From 
one till half past three A, M. on the 6th the action was 
severe, after which the enemy's main and mizen masts 
fell ; his fire became faint, was just silenced, while 
Ours continued as lively* as ever, when the Are thus* 
appeared, and on her firing he immediately made a sig* 
nal of having surrendered* and proved to be tbe sarie 
frigate recommended to my notice in your Lordship’s- 
} order of the 9th nit imo, She fell pn> board us once 
in the contest ; she had forty-seven killed* and seventy, 
three wounded^ The main and mizen* masty- of rhe 
Amethyst fell at the cldse of the action, and she had 
eight killed, and thirty-seven bounded. 

“ To render just praise to* the brave and admirable 
conduct of every officer and man hf this ship’s company 
whom two officers and 37 men were absent in 
prizes, the prisbners from which 69 were on board ; 
I am perfectly unequal. The great exertions and ex- 
perience of the first Lieutenant, Mr. William Hill, and 
Mr. Robert Fair, the master, l am particularly indebted 
for, Lieutenants Waring and Frytherch, of tbe royal 
• marines, deserve my best thanks, 

c< The Prize's foremast feH*next day, and I left her in 
low of the Arelhusa, who afforded us in every instance 
the most prompt assistance* and by Captain Madge’s djp 
wre I write. ' 

\ ' 
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f< In justice to a most vigilant officer, I have to ob- 
serve, that from the Emerald’s situation, even Captain 
Maitland’s skill would not avail him in getting up to 
the enemy, and the darkness and squally weather in 
the early part of the night precluded all hope of his 
keeping sight of the Amethyst.” 

“ I have the honour to be, &c. 

“Seymour,* 

• # Right Honour able Lord Gambler , &c.” 

The capture of the La Furieuse, one of the French 
frigates which escaped from Martinque at the period of 
the investment of that island, by the Bonne jCitoyenne 
•loop of war, was another action which conferred die** 
linguished honour on the English officers and crew.* 
The wonderful disparity of force betweeri the contend- 
ing ships, and the extraordinary gallantry displayed by’ 
Captain Mounsey, and the crew of La.BtanbeCitoyenne, 
will furnish an ample excuse for the ’insertion of that 
officer’s official letter to Sir J. B. Warren, hia Com- 
mander-in-Chief, announcing the capture. It is 'as 
fblhwas— ■ * 

“ His Majesty's Sloop Bonne Citoyenne , 
Halifax , 2st August, 1809# > 

“ Sir, . ' , * 

" I have the honour to acquaint you, for the informs 
tion of my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that' 
On the 18th day of done, having sailed from Spithcad* 
id compahy with his. Majesty’s ship Inflexible, 
the Quebec trade* on the 2d< of July, in latitude 44»i 
degrees north, longitude 27 degrees wed, I ! had the 
misfortune to lose sight of the corwojr iipredonnoitring. 
a strange suspicious sail astern, aod by traversing be* 
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between theparallels of 43 and 44 degrees north, edging 
to the westward in proportion to the distance 1 sup- 
posed they would sail with such winds, in order to re- 
gain the fleet ; I had the good fortune, on the 5tb, at, 
three P. M. in latitude 43 degrees 41 minutes north, 
and longitude 34 west, to fall in with a French frigate 
in the act of taking posession of a large English mer- 
chant ship, which they shortly relinguished on our ap- 
proach, and steered to the northward under a press of 
sail* Finding they did not answer the private signal, I 
fojnedjately bore up in pursuit, and, after a chace 
9 f ; eighteen hours, at twenty-five minutes past nine A. 
hJU on the 6ih, h*d the satisfaction to lay his Majesty's 
sjoop alpng-sidp within, piaiphshpt of the enemy, wbd 
h%d brought- tp tp engage uf. 

. “ A bride cannonade with round and grape tame* 
diatejy <?onwnencedr apd the combat continued, with ui* 
abated fury, gradually closing until sateen minutes past 
fpur ?• ty* when; our powder being nearly ajl expended, 

I determined, to cwy hpr by boarding with all hands, 
at tbn instant pf laying her on. board for that purpose, 
they called out they had surrendered, and struck their 
colour* to bis Majesty’s sloop. Thus ended a conflict 
obstinately maintained for • six hours, and fifty minutes, 
during which the enemy fired away more than -seventy 
bsoftdsidevwbdst his Majesty's* sloop, not less sparing, 
discharged; on£ hundred and twe&ty?nine . destructive* 
froudaides, alternately from th,e at 4 r board and larboard 
stow,, as circu instances woijid^ permit me/ to chap#* 
her pototoh with advantage, sa as .tp avoid the. neces- 
sity of slajckenrog ourfiie "from jhp guns . being over* 
bested: three n of. which wese dun nouhtedaud rep* s 
deteej. usetea# early! io t(te action. 
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,r She proved to be La Foriease, a French frigate of 
the largest class, that escaped from the Saintes on the 
1st of April, commanded by Captain Le Morant Ker 
Daniel, pierced for forty-eight guns, but having only 
twelve forty-two pound carronades and two long 24-" 
pounders on the main-deck, with six of smaller calibre 1 ; 
forty soldiers at small arms, her fit'll proportion of offi- 
cers, and a complement of two hundred men, besides 
the Colonel, two Lieutenants, and a detachment oHhe 
66th regiment of the line ; partly loaded with sugar 
and coffee, atad sailed from Basse Terre the 14th, of 
June, bound to France: is seven “years old, and sails 
very fast. 

' After a bard contested action, a most arduous duty 
still remained to be performed. On taking possession 
we found the frigate in a most perilous state ; with four- 
teen shot-holes between wind and water, and five feet 
water 1 in her hold. Her top-masts, and all her yards 
(except ihe cross-jack and spr»t«ail) shot away, and 
her lower masts so badly wounded as to render it al- 
most impossible to prevent them frbmt falling, with 
more tlmn seventy men killed and wounded, whilst his 
Majesty's sloop was reduced to a mere wreck, having 
all her lower masts badly ’ wounded in several places, as 
well as the fore and main top-masts ahd rnjzen top-mast 
shot away, nearly all the standing and every part of the 
running rigging, sails, boats, &c. cut to pieces. After 
securing the prisoners (the weather being* very favour- 
able during the night), by the exertions of Mr. San- 
don, second Lieutenant, and -Mr. Atwater,*’ the carpen- 
ter, severed of the most ^dangerous* shotdibles were 
stopped, so as to enable them to k£tfp : thfe ship fide': 
but all their effort* to save her masts proved ineffectual, 
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as the main and mizen-masis went overboard the; next 
day, leaving the bare foremast standing, wounded in 
three places. 

“ The indefatigable exertions of every officer and 
man in the Bonne Ciloyenne in fishing and securing 
her masts, so as to be able to take the frigate in tow, 
and surmounting every, other difficulty, merits my 
warmest praise and admiration ; and I feel highly gra- 
lifted in reporting to their Lordships, that nothing 
could exceed the animated zeal and unwearied intrepi- 
dity of the officers, seamen, and royal marines, whom I 
have the honour to command, in a contest with an 
enemy apparently of so great a 'disparity of force ; and 
I beg particularly to mention tWe able assistance that - 1 
seceived from Mr. Symes, the first, and ML Sandon the 
second Lieutenant, and Mr. Williamson, the Master, 
which contributed greatly to the success of the action; 
Mr. Scott the Purser, Mr. John Black, and Mr. 
M’Auley, passengers/ in the handsomest manner volun- 
teered their services, assisted at the guns, and where- 
ever they c ould make themselves most useful ; and Mr* 
Stewart the surgeon deserves much praise, for his hu- 
manity and great attention to our own as well as the 
wounded prisoners ; indeed the patience with which 
all hands have borne the extreme fatigue and privation 
of being constantly on deck for twenty-five days and 
nights* does them infinite credit, and urges me to 90 
long a detail. 

Thus circumstanced, I was induced to make the 
best of my way to this port, where l arrived with tbe 
prize; on the Isi instant. ; Tbe Bonne Ciloyenne, re- 
quiring three lower masts, topmasts, &ec. to enable her 
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to proceed in the prosecution of their Lordships* 
orders. t 

4t I am happy to say our loss has been inconceivably 
s small, which I can attribute only to the lowness of the 
Bonne Citoyenne’s hull, and being so close under the 
the enemy's guns. 

“ 1 have the honour to be, &c. 

44 W. Mounsey/* 

For this exploit Mr. Mounsey was promoted to the 
rank of Post Captain, and appointed to the command 
of the frigate which he had taken*, 

In addition to the official particulars relating to (he 
proceedings of Walcheren, in the .month of August, 
which have already been given, the following letter 
from Captain Hanchet, of the Raven sloop, to Capt. 
Owen, of the Clyde, will be found to contain some 
interesting particulars, highly to the credit of the 
/ writer : — 

* € * His Majesty's Sloo/i Raven, off the EUeborg , August 4*. 

«• Sir, 

In obedience to your signal to chace, of yester* 
day afternoon, I have the honour to inform you, that 
when coming up abreast of Flushing, 1 observed the 
boats of the squadron under a very galling fire, and con- 
ceived it my duty (ogive them every protection his Ma- 
jesty’s brig under my command could afford ; I accord- 
inglyran in for the mouth of the Scheldt, receiving the fire 
of five batteries on Cadsand, and of the w hole sea front 
of Flushing in passing. I had the satisfaction of draw- 
ing the fire off the boats commanded by Lieutenant 
Strahan, of the Clyde, which were pulling after the 
enemy’s vessels with the greatest gallantry. The enemy 
were driven from the battery of Breshens by our 'fire, 
Vol. vr. 2 l the 
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the boat* we brought safe down, and the gun-vessels 
retreated into the harbours on each side. 

“ Considering the heavy .fire of shot and shells we 
were exposed to for four hours in beating down, the 
grape coming on board us from Flushing, while the 
round shot from the batteries on Cadsand were pass- 
ing through us, our loss is comparatively small, there 
being only mjself and eight men wounded. 

“ We have suffered severely in our hull, mast*, and 
rigging ; two of our guns were dismounted, the top- 
masts shot away above the iQwer caps; the main-mast, 
bowsprit, and main-boom rendered unserviceable, and 
the sails and r *£g» n g completely cut io pieces. 

u 1 beg leave to recommend, in the strongest man- 
ner, the gallant conduct of Lieutenants Wills and Hall, 
whose zea] and attention on this and on every other 
occasion merits my warmest thanks. Mr. Robert 
Dunlop, acting mastef, attended to his station with the 
greatest coolness, as well as Mr. W. Preston, surgeon/ 
who did not leave the deck until called down to attend 
the wounded ; and Mr. Cowley, purser, who volun- 
teered to attend the signals, and was on the poop with 
me the whole time ; and I cannot too highly appreciate 
the steadiness and courage displayed by every officer 
and man in the Raven, while engaging the batteries in 
this pass, so well prepared for oar reception, and in 
sight of both armies and which has been thOvight be- 
fore formidable even to fleets. 

u I have the honour to be with respect, 

“ Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

tf 3: M. Han chet. Captain/* 
g( To Captain Owen , &c. Clyde,** 
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.'<• Amongst other instances of determined courage, we 
feel much satisfaction in being enabled to state the foL* 
lowing: Mr. Row, commander of his Majesty’s g tin* 
brig Censor, who so gallantly distinguished himself 
on this occasion, has been twelve years a Lieutenant, 
always employed on the most active service, and re- 
marked for his general steady good conduct. Early 
in the month of August he received intelligence of the 
enemy's design to send thirteen gun-vessels from Delf» 
*yl to Flushing, and thought of frustrating their designs 
by cutting them out in the night ; and in consequence, 
on the afternoon of the 10th, proceeded in the boats of 
the Censor and Brudagaren, with #fty men ; but on 
their arrival, had the mortification to find the flotilla had 
sailed. He then determined to storm the fortress, in 
which he was gallantly seconded by Lieutenant Dobson, 
commanding h Brudagaren, who volunteered his ser» 
vices upon the occasion. The natural obstacles which 
existed prevented their landing nearer than seven miles 
from the town, owing to a great surt heating against 
the piles, and a strong wind blowing dead upon the 
-shore ; the landing was effected about half an hour be«_ 
fore sun-rise. It being broad day-light when they en- 
tered- the fortress, they were only able to spike the guns 
of its principal bastion, consisting of four long 24* poun- 
ders, and making a serjeant of artillery and his guaid pri- 
soners: by that time thegarrison, consisting of three hun- 
dred and fifty men, were upon the alert, which made it 
necessary to tetreat ; this was effected under a galling , 
fire from the soldiery, which was maintained until our 
bfave tars reached their boats, which they had to launch 
through the mud about a quarter of a mile, without 
tbe smallest loss on our side. 

2 l 2 
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The following instance of percevering bravery, as re- 
corded in a letter from Captain Frazer Smith, late of 
the merchant ship Neptune, of Greenock, dated Lima, 
April 25, 1809, hns scarcely ever been exceeded by any 
class of the British marine : — 

“ We had a tedious passage round Cape Horn ; 
spoke an American whaler, and gave two broadsides to 
' a Portuguese man of war, who we drought was a 
Frenchman. We put into several places along the 
coast of Peru without molestation ; but one morning 
as we lay at anchor in a creek, we saw a privateer 
standing right in upon us. We immediately hove the 
anchor up and prepared for action, and an engagement 
ensued, that was kept tip' with great spirit for four hours. 
We were much hurt in our sails and rigging ; but find- 
ing us too strong for him, he took advantage of his su- 
perior sailing, and left us. We got our damages re- 
paired, and from that time (December last) till the 4th 
of February, we remained undisturbed. On that day, 
however, the said privateer paid us another visit, accom- 
panied by the Hero of London, a prize to her. Though 
these made two to one against us, I trusted to the 
strength of my metal, and to the courage of ray crew; 
and I am happy to say, that in the result I was not dia- 
appointed. 

“ The firing began when we were within pistol- 
shot of each other, and was continued with destructive 
effect during the whole of the action ; they played upon 
us with grape-shot from their 24-pound^rs unmerci- 
fully, and would have swept away many of my brave 
crew, had they aimed more at the hull of the vessel ; 
but their fire was directed chiefly to our sails and rig- 
ging ; and I am sorry to say they were loo successful 
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in injuring those materially ; indeed, they rendered 
the vessel almost unmanageable. We, however, 
paid them back in their own way, and suct&eded 
in bringing down the privateers' lop-masts and yards. 
They stood out for upwards of four hours, but finding 
us too many for them, they put up their helms and set 
off, leaving us the field, though the victory was dearly 
bought, the vessel having suffered great injury, and 
four of my seamen were dangerously wounded. Since 
I came here 1 ana told the privateer had eighteen men 
killed, besides several wounded; which readily believe, 
as our fire was directed lower than theirs, and their 
decks u .re crowded with men. We got our damages 
repaired as well as we could, and pursued the objects 
of my voyage, pretty confident that we should meet 
rio further interruption. In this, however, I was un- 
happily mistaken, for on the 20th ot the same month 
I had a new and more powerful enemy to encounter. 
A' large privateer, mounting twenty-two gunv, and 
one hundred and seventy men, appeared in the offing,' 
Wider an American flag. We soon saw he wa< an 
enemy, and lound his neutral flag was intended to cfe 
celve us. We prepared to fight him at the same time 
that we endeavoured to avoid him ; we perceived 
that he sailed well, and whenever I found that he gained 
on us, I gave orders to slacken nail, that we might the 
sooner bring on an action there was no avoiding. 

About midnight we were nearly alongside of each 
Other, and immediately exchanged broadsides; the 
action then went on, supported on boih -ides by an in- 
cessant and destructive tire. • After fighting formally 
three hours, neither of us could gain any a^vr^ancv, 
and the pause that ensued between then ai.d 
2l3 
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was employed in repairing damages. At day light ,we 
renewed the action, and fought desperately ; still, 
however, so equally we seemed matched, that neither 
could compel the other to yield, the daring attempts of 
the one being constantly defeated by the valour of the 
other. You will scarcely believe that we actually 
maintained this obstinate and long contest from Monday 
at midnight till Thursday at noon. The pauses that 
ensued between our numerous actions were employed 
by both in constantly preparing for a renewal of tho 
combat, and no sooner had the one cleared away his 
wreck, than he again manoeuvred, and renewed the 
work of destruction. At length my ammunition got 
low, and when we struck, there was not another shot 
in the locker. My crew %vere worn out by excessive 
.fatigue, for none of us slept an hour during our extra- 
ordinary contest, and we had fotle time to spare for 
food. Besides the loss of my vessel, I have to la- 
ment the fall of Mr. Aldisson, my chief Mate, who 
was killed on the second day of the action ; as well at 
this excellent young man, my boatswain, carpenter, 
gunner, and four valuable seamen were also killed in 
the course of the action, and myself and nine of (ho 
crew wounded. 

“ When the flag that had* day after day, and night 
after night, bidden defiance to the enemy, was at length 
struck ; the vessel was an entire wreck, and literally 
knocked to pieces, our main-top-mast and main-yard 
shot away, all our sails cut to rags* and not a single 
shroud left standing. 

“ The privateer that took me was once the Vulture, 
Captain Christe, of London : and though exceedingly 
welf armed and manned* was given up to a brig of 
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three guns without firing a shot ; so that to this cir- 
cumstance I may attribute my capture, and all that has 
followed.” 

We have thus recorded all the material naval events 
of the year 1 809, up to the first day of November ; at 
which period the state of the British Navy was as 
follows ; — 

At sea, 92 sail of the line, 1 1 fifties and forty-fours, 
111 frigates, 141 sloops and yachts, 4 bombs and fire- 
ships, 149 brigs, 47 cutters, 77 gun-vessels. & c. 

Total, 682. 

In commission, 879* Grand total, including thosn 
building and repairing, 1 1 30 ships of war. 


THE END. 
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